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Rival Theatres Bid Up to $8,250 Wkly. 
For Local Band of 10 as Stage Card 





Chicago, May 14, 

Aan extraordinary bidding match 
between Balaban & Katz and Marks 
Brothers, rival theatre managers, 
for the stage services of Guy Lom- 
pardo and his orchestra of 10 pieces, 
resulted in the Marks’ securing the 
act for $33,000 for four weeks com- 
mencing June 1. B. & K.'s top bid 
was $28,000. 

Lombardo's, strictly a local air 
combination, will split the time be- 
tween the Marks’, theatres, Marbro 
and Granada, two weeks at each. 


. 





Guy Lombardo, in Chicago, has 
been likened for his swift upward 
climb as a local attraction to Rudy 
Vallee in New York. 

Lombardo first went on the stage 
for Keith's in Chicago at $4,000 for 
the week, His next engagement 
was with Balaban & Katz at $6,000 
in one of the firm’s Chicago picture 
houses. An unusual draw followed 
each appearance. 


Vallee started on the stage at 
Keith’s Palace, New York, at $1,500. 
He is now on a run at the Para- 
mount (pictures), New York, at $6,- 
000 weekly. 


Neither Lombardo or Vallee is ex- 
tensively known outside of their 
Yadio aréa. Each Biarted at thé 
bottom of the ether wave. Valiee’s 
first radio job was for a 125th street 
jewelry firm at $60 a week, 


Theatres as Banks 


Banking facilities for the masses 
en from a dime-to-a-dollar basis is 
a plan under consideration by the 
William Fox theatrical interests, 
whereby offices in all the Fox and 
Loew theatres would serve as bank 
Gepositories by theatre  patron- 
savers, 

The Manufacturers’ Trust Co. is 
spoken of as the banking affiliation 
with Fox on the deal. 


India’s Native Talkers 


May 14. 

Talkers are to be made in India 
in the native dialect, says a report 
to the Department of Commerce. 

Company is now being formed for 
that purpose with contracts nego- 
tiating for wiring houses patronized 
almost exclusively by natives. 

Headquarters of the talker pro- 
ducers is to be at Poona, 














Washington, 
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CUTTING DOWN! 


Chicago, May 14 
Loca! pl iywright announces 
he has written a play with one 
character. 
Another is out 
by writing a 
nidget, 


to beat hin 
Play with one 
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Beds on 20th Century 


New York Central is experi- 
menting in de luxe _ travel. 
One car on each section of the 
daily train will have available 
a stateroom with one single bed 
(not a berth) and all the ap- 





purtenances of a_ sleeping 
room, 
Room will have a door to 


adjoining drawing room and 
also a door to the car aisle. 
It is for sale in advance only 
in connection with the draw- 
ing room, At train time, if 
still unsold, it will be offered 
alone. Charge is a ticket and 
a quarter, plus price of two 
lower berths, by itself. 

That is, on the basis of a 
Chicago fare on that train of 
$42.30, a quarter-fare or $10.56 
will be added and also $18, 
price of two lowers, for a total 


of $70.86, for the bedroom 
alone. , 
Bedrooms are available on 


some of the night trains be- 
tween New York and Wash- 
ington and Boston, 


TOLSTOY'S FILM OF 
CANADIAN WILDS 











Paramount is to release in the 


fall the American Museum of 
Natural History picture made in 
Northern Manitoba, Canada, during 
@& seven-month expedition recently 
ended. 

Expedition was under the direc- 
tion of Count Ilya Tolstoy, son of 
the n-velist. Film will tell the story 
of the Canadian wilds prior to the 
coming of the white man. 

Horace Ashton and William Casel 
photographed the story. It took-.21 
days by canoe to reach the locale 
used. No title has yet been selected. 

Picture will be synchronized and 
cut to about 9,000 teet. 





$1,000,000 Couple 
Los Angeles, May 14. 
Ina Claire 


Combined salaries of 


and John Gilbert, recently mar- 
ried at Las Vegas, Nev., go close to 
$1,000,000 per yea 

Miss Claire will receive $300,000 
from Pathe for three pictures, while 
Gilbert's salary with M-G is a flat 
$10,000 a week for as many weeks 
as a year has Combined total is | 
$320,000, 

M tro-Goldw) 1 had to send a 
passenger plane to Las Vegas, N 


to bring the couple back from an | 


interrupted hon 


ied there. 


mat 


‘re | treated to box se 


DAME IN DALLAS 
HELPED PHONES 


Official Oppositior. Used for 
Box Office and Town 
Chief Decides They Don’t 
Need Theatre Supervisor 
—Exhib Who Profited by 
Publicity Opposed Wom- 
an’s Removal — Interfer- 
ence Spoiled Screen Stories 





—— 


STOPPED A FEW SHOWS 





Dailas, May 14. 

Dallas’ new hot dog eating mayor, 
J. Waddy Tate, has aired the local 
censor, Mrs. Ethel Boyce. in 
making new appointments he left 
her name off of the payroll, point- 
ing out that local theatre managers 
will be left on their honor as to the 
selection of programs. 


Mrs. Boyce had been censor here 
for several years. In that capacity 
she got front-page stuff by banning 
a couple of pictures, among them 
“The Racket” and “Uncle Tom's 
Cabin,” both finally 
with the publicity bringing money 
to the box office. Poor girl never 
got wise to the showmanship of the 
managers. She was boosted by 
local churches, protecting “moral 
standards of local youth.” But the 
youth seems to have gone on with 
rumble seat necking and drinking 
just the same. The parents seem 
educated that moving pictures have 
little to do with moral standards of 
their children. 

Tate claims the expense of a 
censor unnecessary to the town. A 
census of the opinions of various 
show folk as to the necessity of a 
censor showed them all negative, 
with the exception of R. J. Stinette, 
operator of the Capitol, who still 
claims Dallas needs censoring. 

Vote Against Censor 


It was the Capitol which ran 
“Uncle Tom's Cabin” after a big 
publicity wrangle with the censor. 
Sid Henry, manager of the Ma- 
jestic (Interstate); Al Lever, of the 


Old Mill (Saenger); 
son, Palace (Publix): 
(Interstate); Don C. 


Yrnest Morri- 
Bob O'Donnell, 
Douglas, Dallas 


Film Board of Trade; James R. 
Saville, of the Showhouse; and Roy 
Rupard, State Fair head, all voted 


against local censorship 

All agreed that the Will Hays or- 
ganization is sufficient protection 
for picture standards, together with 
federal and local laws prohibiting 
licentious shows. 

Mrs. 3Zoyce succeeded only once 
or twice in actually stopping a show 
from exhibiting here, but she kept 








| her mayors and supporters informed 
ithat she was on the job with an 
jannoying habit of clipping scenes, 
| many times breaking continuity of 
pict ires, 

ev.,{ Tate is hailed as first mayor of 
this city with guts, and is being 


at parties by kim 


tstreet houses. 


allowed te rund 








‘Air Fields Now Summer Opposish to 
Qutdoor Amusements Everywhere 








98 Injunctions 





Los Angeles, May 14. 

Western Electric is reported 
to be fooling around with a 
device which has been tabbed 
a “laugh killer.” Experiments 
are the result of complaints 
that audience laughs throw out 
a theatre’s amplification sys- 
tem, making repeated adjust- 
ments necessary, and il’s get- 
ting expensive. New inven- 
tion is to muffle laughs so that 
they won't harm the house 
wire. 

Not less than 98 comedians 
will seek injunctions, 


Driving New Taxi 
From N. Y. to L. A. 


Just for Publicity 











Around May 28 Larry Fay with a 
driver will start from New York in 
a new Elfay taxicab, to reach Los 
Angeles within 3144 days, driving 24 
hours daily. 

The stunt is for publicity for the 
new Elfay taxi, about to go on the 
New York roadways. It is expected 
that around 1,500 will shortly be 
seen on the streets. First flock is 
due the same day Fay is to make 
his coast start. 

Fay wants the record of driving 
the first transcontinental trip in a 
taxicab. The meter will be in opera- 
tion. 





Small-Town Smokers 

Chicago, May 14. 
Small-town conception of morals 
being what it is, announcement by 
Great States that it is converting 
the mezzanine of the Academy, 
Waukegan, Wis., 35,000 population, 
into smoking loges for men and 


women, comes under the heading of 
hot news, 


Academy is a picture house, What 





Mrs. Glotz wiil say if she pipes 
Mrs. Squelch puffing a stogie in the 
loges will be everybody's business. 
— 
MOMS AND POPS 
Florists and telegraph com- | 
panies are reported ferocious!) 
opposing a proposed merger ot 
Mother's and Father's d 











+ 





With the rapid development of 
air fields and airports throughout 
the country, aviation, and the in- 
terest being shown in it, has be- 
come opposition to carnivals, parks 
and all outdoor amusements dur- 
ing the summer, 


Established air flelds are drawing 
thousands of people every week- 
end. They come from miles around 
to the fields. The planes are do- 
ing a thriving business in taking 
passengers for trips over the sur- 
rounding country, at from $3 to $5 
per ride, usually lasting about five 
minutes, and longer trips if so de- 
sired, 


Pilots in charge of the passenger 
planes are for the most part used 
for the stunt flying and parachute 
jumps, every day, another draw at- 
traction. With the airports doing 
a large business, small and large 
concessions are jumping up over 
night to take care of the overflow. 

Several of the larger theatre 
ticket agencies, on Broadway, are 
also handling tickets for airplane 
rides. Cost being $10 for a trip over 
New York City, the journey start- 
ing out in a nearby New Jersey fiy- 
ing field. 


President Likes Talkers 


Woathtnateta May 14. 
Last week's first sound program 
at the White House is said to have 
appealed so strongly to the Presi- 
dent and Mrs. Hoover that two 
nights weekly, when other engage- 
ments do not interfere, will be 








given over to the talkers. These 
night are te be Mondays and 
Thursdays. 


Various producers are to supply 
the programs, which will consist of 
not only feature, but shorts and the 
three weekly issues of Fox Movie- 
tone News. 


Music Fits Emotion 


Witmark & Sons is issuing a 
catalogue of emotional songs, called 
the Witmark Philharmonic Photo- 
play Series. Picture or concert or- 
chestras may select whatever ar- 
rangement believed best fitted the 
emotion on exhibition. 

Each number carries a line telling 
what situation it is best suited for 
as for instance, Estrangement, 
‘“Valee Voluptuoso e Sentimentale’ ; 
Deep Love, Seduction-Passion; The 
Derelict, “Andante Lamentoso’; 
Grief Stricken, Tragic-Morbid. 
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Dept. of Justice Of Investigation 
Just Now on Interchangeability 


Washingtor May 13 
Barring new developments com- 
ing to light, the Department of Jus- 
tice has decided to table its inves- 


tigation of the 
changeability on the sound repro- 
ducing devices. 

Officially the department states 
that developments within the indus- 
try at first complained of have now 
been corrected. 


At first, after an investigation, | 


the department was all set to bring 
a court action. Investigators are 
said to have found sufficient evi- 
dence within a short period. They 
made their reports upon this evi- 
dence and recommended the court 
move. 

Then came a suggestion from 
within the ranks of the producers, 
according to the report here, that 
before acting additional data should 
be secured by the department. 
Agents went out again. Now they 
are back and the proposed move is 
laid aside. 

This reversal finds a counterpart 
in the department's action of check- 
ing the Fox purchase of M-G-M 
after giving its official approval be- 
fore the deal was closed, The in- 
vestigation of the transaction is 
now in its second or third week, in 
spite of the strenuous protest of 
Saul E. Rogers, Fox counsel, voiced 
last week at the department during 
what is said to have been a heated 
conference. 

John H. Amen is now scheduled 
to be back on the coast to handle 
the criminal action against West 
Coast Theatres. It now develops 
that the “definite instructions” 
given him by the department, as 
referred to last week, amount to a 
complete placement of all responsi- 
bility upon him. He has been in- 
structed to handle the case as he 
sees fit. 

That such instructions should be 
given is looked upon with surprise 
here, for originally Amen was 
called back to Washington because, 
as the general understanding has 
it, he overstepped the department’s 
desires in bringing a criminal in- 
stead of a civil action. 

Telling Amen to handle the West 
Coast case in his own way is taken, 
by those watching developments 
here, as further evidence that the 
personal handling of all picture 
cases by the Attorney General him- 
self means a general tightening up 
to avoid any such flops as recorded 
in the New York action on arbitra- 
tion and the standard form of con- 
tract. 


lof the British industry. 





‘BRITISH HOPE SOUND 


WILL SAVE INDUSTRY 


a iestion of inter- j 


Banfield, of British 
is in New York on the 
double mission of getting represent- 
ation here for his company’s prod- 
| uct and also studying the sound sit- 
uation. 

He says the English trade looks 
to see sound pictures, particularly 
dialog product, work the salvation 
The home 
market will get a break on dialog 
films because English fans will re- 
spond to British voices better than 
to the alien speech of American 
players, according to the English 
film man’s view. 

Banfield has with him a completed 
picture’ from Maeterlinck’s “The 
Bourgomaster of Stillemond,” now 
silent, but to be made into a sound 
version with talking sequences at 
the opening and ending. The orig- 
inal players will be brought to New 
York for this purpose. 

The Filmcraft studios at Wal- 
thamstowe, near London, are to be 
equipped for sound producing, but 
Banfield has not determined what 
system to use. Difference in cost 
between the systems of the big elec- 
trices and those of the independents 
enter into the question. 


Capt. George 


| 


Filmeraft, 








GEORGIE WOOD 


17 Tring avenue, Ealing Common, 
London, W. 5, England. 

Very few American actors know 
how to appreciate my wonderful 
country. They won't divorce busi- 
ness from beauty. I love America 
because I’m fond of creature com- 
forts. Steam-heat and baggage- 
checking appeal to me. 


Hurel Will Rent, 
Any Price; Plan 
For U.S. Market 














FOREIGN FILM CENSORING 
REMOVED BY NEW BILL 


Pictures Made Abroad Placed 
on Same Status Over Here 
as U. S. Mades—Bill Passes 





Washington, May 14. 

New tariff bill reported in the 
House proposes to drop all Federal 
censorship on imported motion pic- 
tures. Committee recommends that 
that portion of the existing iaw pro- 
viding that imported films should be 
subject “to such censorship as may 
be imposed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury” should be repealed. 

Under existing law the Secretary 
of the Treasury has censorship con- 
trol of foreign productions and those 
partially made by American pro- 





It is apparent the department in- 
tends, when it once starts some- 
thing, not to be placed in the posi- 
tion of having the courts inform its 
attorneys that they had “net Wade 
a case,” as was done by Judge 
Thatcher in Manhattan recently. 


U. A. to Produce in 
Germany with Terva 





Berlin, May 14. 
Erik Charell has signed Ernst 
Lubitsch for a year to produce 
sound and dialog pictures for Terra- 
United Artists. Charell returns 
from New York after making the 


. Terra connection with UU. A. 


It is understood that Charell is 
also negotiating with Max Rein- 
hardt to join as a producer. 

Productions will be aimed direct- 
jy at the American market, with 
synchronization figured as likely op- 


portunity for German productions to} 


get over better invother countries. 


Western Electric equipment will | 


be used in sound film production. 





German Director on Own 
Washington, May 14. 

Two directors of the Warner 
Bros., German company, National 
Film, have resigned. 

Frank Vogel is launching his own 
producing company while future 
plans of Herr Abshagen are not 
known, says a dept. report reach- 
ing here. 


ducers abroad upon entering the 
U. 8S. 

Should the proposed changes be 
enacted into law it will open every- 
thing wide for foreign pictures, 
placing them on the same status 45 
to state control as American made 
productions. 

Following the controversy over 
several Russian films brought in re- 
cently it was then anticipated that 
some change would be made in the 





federal control phases. It was not 
expected that the control would be 
entirely eliminated, 

Other proposed changes in the 
tariff affecting films include fur- 
ther protection for U. S. manufac- 
turers of lenses. Changes in lang- 
uage now proposes that should a 
jens be incorporated in a camera the 
lens rate of 2 per cent shall be as- 
sessed as well as the value of the 
camera itself. 

Raw motion picture film, sensi- 
tized but not exposed or developed, 
now subject to a duty of four- 
tenths of a cent per linear foot on 
the standard one and three-eighths 
width film, has also been revised to 
place a 25 per cent rate on all such 
film of less than an inch in width 
while the four-tenths of a cent pro- 
vision stands on the standard size. 

This gives protection to the mak- 
ers of the portable raw film. 

The one, two and three-cent rates 
on negatives and positives for exhi- 
bition purposes remain unchanged. 

Rate on photographie dry plates is 
increased from 15 to 25 per cent. 

This phase of the law was former- 
ly paragraph 1553. I. the proposed 
revision it becomes 1453. 

















GEORGE FOSTER (Establish 


82 Shaftesbury Avenne 
London, W. I. 





FOSTERS AGENCY 


STILL THE LARGEST IN EUROPE 


Recent Bookings Include HOWELL, 


ed 40 Years) HARRY FOSTER 


Cables: Confirmation, 
Phone Gerrard 8818 


HARGER and NALDI 


Paris, May 14. 
Robert Hurel, head of Franco 
Film, back from New York on a 
sales trip, states he will: rent his 
pictures in America for whatever he 
ean get. He said he intends to 
employ the same sales methods he 
used when with Paramount. 
“When I started with Para- 
mount American films were not 
popular in France,” Hurel says. “In 
order to interest the exhibitors here 
I often offered four pictures for the 
price of one French picture. It was 
not only a matter of low prices but 
also of cutting and rearranging s0 
as to appeal to French audiences. 
“In this way w2 made inroads on 
French sales and educated the 
French people to like American 
films. That is exactly what I intend 
to do in America.” 
Hurel does not believe that the 
negotiations now pending between 
America and France concerning the 
quota will come to anything. He 
believes that there will be a lot of 
talk but no action, 
Hurel was surprised at the dif- 
ference in viewpoint between the 
French and American people, saying 
leaders of the French film industry 
should go to New York and see for 
themselves, 











—— 


British Film Field 


By Frank Tilley 





London, May 3. 

Talkers, and the situation here 
with Westerr Electric, have given 
the promoters a chance to alibi the 
failure of their film promotions of 
last year on the one hand and to 
clean up some more dough on the 
other. 


Many of the small. companies 
floated last year and slammed in 
this paper for taking sucker money 
are just about sunk. They are grab- 
bing the story of how wicked Amer- 
ica has put them on the blink by 
introducing the sound complication. 
But if it had not been that they 
would have needed some other story, 
because most all of their money 
has gone through incompetence, 
stupidity or behavior that would be 
criminal under any but the com- 
pany laws. 

Now théy are rushing to wire 

their studios, sell out to fresh pro- 
motions so their stockholders get 
fresh stock in something else, or 
form new companies through mer- 
gers which will give them-a good 
story of a roseate future to dope 
out to the unfortunates who orig- 
inally rushed in and bought scrip 
which is now way under par and 
doesn’t pay dividends. 
That’s one end of it. Unfortun- 
ately the chaos produced by the 
talker boom not only helps these 
but dées not give the city a suf- 
ficient chance to distinguish be- 
tween the fakers and the reasonably 
straight promotions. That many first 
annual reports and balance sheets 
are overdue does not help the money 
market’s confidence, either. 


Bankhead Marriage Cold 

George Smith, of the British 
branch of P. D. C., and also manag- 
ing director of British Phototone, 
promoted by Bosdari, is being 
brought in and meantime the press 
is getting at Bosdari through the 
angle of Tallulah Bankhead, who 
on Wednesday night admitted the 
wedding was off. She denied it 
months ago when the story was 
printed in Variety and confirms it 
now when Bosdari is getting panned 
all round. 

Incidentally, most of the news- 
paper tip-offs have been coming 
from an American promoter who 
appears nowhere in any of the deals, 
one story (untrue) being spread 
there was to be a protest meeting 
of financial editors Wednesday. 

At the time of this writing How- 
ard Back—who is the head of the 
brokerage firm of Back and Man- 
son—declares his company and some 
friends are financing the issue, and 
that Bosdari has nothing whatever 
to do with it save as a vendor for 
“a small cash consideration and no 
stock” of the license to use the To- 
amare rans patents in this coun- 
ry. 

Bundy has changed his mind and 
says he may go on the board of the 


-- — 





Equipment Prices 
For W. E. Devices 
In Great Britain 


London, May 4. 


Prices of Western Electric sound 
equipment in Great Britain ranges 
from $7,500 for houses of 700 seats 
and less to $22,000 for theatres of 
1,900 seats and over. There is also 
a non-synchronous attachment for 
sale to theatres of all sizes for 
$1,075, 

With the exception of the non- 
Synchronous device, the lowest- 
priced equipment, designated as 
3-S, may be obtained with either 
disc or film for $7,500. The double 
attachment on the same type 3-S 
machine costs $1,500 more. These 
machines are available after June l, 
1929. 

For theatres ranging from 700 to 














1,100 seats, film and disc sound 
equi equipment No. 2-S is listed at 
$14,500. No. 2-S, with either film 
or disc only for houses of the same 
capacity, is priced at $13,000. 
Houses from 1,000 to 1,900 re- 
quire machine No. 2-SX, costing 
$17,500 with film and disc or $16,000 
if only film or disc. Theatres over 
1,900 seats are supplied with equip- 
ment designated as 1-S, priced at 
$21,500 for disc and film an $20,000 
if without one of the attachments. 
There is a quantity discount 
starting with 5 per cent. reduction 
for an order of five machines, in- 
creasing 1 per cent. for every addi- 
tional machine up to 10, with 10 per 
cent. the maximum discount for any 
quantity. These reductions apply 
on all payments excepting the 
weekly service charge, which ranges 
from $15 on the 700-seat theatre to 
$30 on houses over 1,900 seats. Also 
a discount of 5 per cent. for cash. 
On type 3-S machines, for thea- 
tres of 700 seats and less, the quan- 
tity discount is 5 per cent. for five 
machines or more. 
Payments are from $700 cash 
with agreement for the $7,500 ma- 
chines to $2,000 with the $21,500 





equipment. 


On the installment plan, payments are as follows: 
(In Pounds and Shillings) 


On instal- Weekly Service 

Price ~ Cash lation payments charge 
£ & «@. & «4. £& «a. £ 
3-S Film and disc. 1,800 168 ee ae 30) — «6 3 
8-S Film or disc... 1,500 140 .. mae 6s —e ee 3 
2-S Film and disc. 2,900 27 e* 405... SS se 4 
2-S Film or disc. 2,650 246... 369 .. TS os 4 
2-SX Film and disc 3,500 32 ee Jae 58 5 6 
2-SX Film or disc. 3,250 302 .. Gee. és b4 5 5 
1-S Film and dise. 4,350 410 .. ae = 6 
1-S Film or disc... 4,100 ae OTS <u oe ¢ 
Non-synchronovs., Bes 20 10 a0 616 a 66 -_ 





new company on his return from a 
vacation “if health permits.” 

A company promoted to build 109 
picture houses on a mass produc.- 
tion plan, concerned with which ig 
Nathaniel Pogson, one of the orig. 
inal directors of Whitehall Film, and 
Victor Sheridan, was at one time to 
have been associated with the Bos. 
dari talker flotation. This also ig 
out since the last few days and is 
now to come through on its own 
and is likely to be issued by the 
Broadmount Investment Trust, with 
which Bosdari was at one time 
dickering for his own flotation. 


1.-C. Stuff 


All the time Western Electric says 
nothing. Except when the plaster 
was put on Kegal Cinema for an 
injunction by the Klangfilm buneh, 
W. E. told the Regal folk they'd get 
right behind them to fight it. These 
injunction applications are being 
filed about by something called Engl 
Ltd., which is a new one and con- 
sists of the original holders of the 
Tri-Ergon. patents. 

And somewhere in all this is the 
Duophone man, E, R. Lewis, whose 
precise connection seems hard to 
define, except he has been liable to 
take care of Bosdari’s promotions 
in this business. 

Since.the interchangeability test 
last week, nothing fresh has hap- 
pened, save the visit of Harry M, 
Warner and a lot of agitation-stir- 
ring by British Talking Pictures, the 
I. W. Schlesinger Phonofilms Com- 
pany. 

. Warner protested against i.-c. at 
a lunch thrown for him by the trade 
here April 29, and said they had te 
protect the investments of stock- 
holders and the money they had 
sunk in investments and couldn’t be 
expected to throw the fruits of this 
to anyone who blew in with a reproe 
ducing machine. Said, too, they had 
to protect the public against get- 
ting sick of talkers through bad 
reproduction. 





Using a Lever 

An exhibitor named Alfred Lever 
got up and asked whether Warners 
would book their sound-product to 
play over British talking pictures 
apparatus now the test had been 
made. Harry ducked and left it to 
Quigley, who said as Warners used 
disks and B. T. P. equipment didn’t 
play anything but film-edge, the 
question was hypothetical. 

This same Lever is now throwing 
letters to the press asking exhibs 
(Continued on page 6) 


B. C. Theatres Allowed 
10% of Tax Collections 


Victoria, B. C., May 14. 
Following the approval of the 
executive council, the finance de- 
partment of this province states 
that in future theatres will be al« 
lowed 10 per cent. on all amusement 
taxes which they collect to come 


rpensaté them for the expenses ine 


volved. This is instead of the five 
per cent. paid by the government in 
the past. 

Although this is a virtual reduce- 
tion in amusement tax, it is not 
expected that government revenues 
will suffer as attendance in picturé 
houses has shown a definite increasé 
with the advent of talkers, The ad- 
mission prices in theatres showing 
talking pictures have been ad¢ 
vanced. 


Talker in German Will 
Start at Warners on L. L 


Warners start production May 20 
at its Flatbush, L. IL, studio on the 
all-talker feature in the German 
language. Alexander Moissi will 
star in it, a film version of the old 
melodrama, “The Royal Box.” 
Camilla Horn has been borrowed 
from United Artists for the stellar 
feminine role. 

Bryan Foy and Arthur Hurley are 
directing, with adaptation made by 
Edmond Josephs and Murray Roth. 
None of these persons speak or un- 
derstand German. Greta Rauch 
will act as interpreter. 

Picture is a trail blazer both as 
respects being made in the German 
tongue and as being the first full- 
length production made at this 
studio under the dialog era 
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Fnaih Actors’ Societies 





Worried Whether Talkers 
Aff ecting Native Artists 
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London, May 14. 


Nine associations, including the 
Actors’ Association, Stage Guild, 
VAF, Theatrical Employees, Mu- 


sicians and Agents, are holding se- 
ecret conferences for discussion of 
the peril of talking pictures as af- 
fecting British artists. 

Drew, new secretary of VAF, says 


that while the committee which has 


been formed will move carefully, he 
fears an amusement trust since di- 
tectors of vast theatres, music halls 
and cinemas are being more closely 
interlocked. 

For six months at least, Drew 
gays, the novelty of talking pictures 
will seriously affect vaudeville 
artists, especially since American 
performers can now be imported in 
cans. 

Government may soon find highly 
paid vaudeville artists, now paying 
income taxes, becoming a burden on 
the community, according to Drew. 


DIES, REFUSING TO 
PROSECUTE KILLER 


Paris, May 14. 
Frances Gaillard, French boxer, 
died at a local hospital of wounds 
received when shot by Bousserim, 
dancing partner of Mlle. Andree 
Marise, refusing to file a complaint 
against the man who killed him. 
Bousserim has been arrested re- 
gardless of Gaillard's action and is 
being held pending further investi- 
gation. 
‘‘Bousserim shot Gaillard because 
he believed the latter was ill-treat- 
ing Mile. .Marise, the latter's mis- 








TROF 


jreeiies Bands for 
Spanish Expositions 





Paris, May 14. 

American Army Band, including 
93 musicians, has arrived here en 
route to the Seville Exposition in 
Spain. American Naval Band, also 
here, is going to the Barcelona Ex- 
position. 

Capt. Curtis Alway is in com- 
mand of the American Army Band 


with Capt. W. J. Stannard as 
leader. Thomas Darcy, second 
leader, and Theodore Binget, spe- 


cial arranger. 
The Naval Band will probably 
play Paris before returning home. 


Miller Needs House 


London, May 14. 

Gilbert Miller will not take pos- 
session of the Lyric until July of 
next year, according to the present 
understanding. Meanwhile he is 
looking for a small house here for 
trying out plays. 

He may take over the Fortune or 
Little Theatre, but nothing definite 
on this score is known at the pres- 
ent time. 


LONDON BOOKINGS 
Paris, May 14. 

‘Tosh Twins have been booked into 
the Piccadilly, London, for six 
weeks starting June_10. 

Myron Osari is scheduled for the 
Savoy; London, for three weeks be- 
ginning Sept. 30. 


PARIS PARK OPENS 
Paris, May 14. 
Leon Volterra has reopened Luna 
Park, advertised as the world’s 
largest fair ground. Lionnel and 
Niagara Bros. are returning. 
Volterra has an arrangement with 
William Harping whereby the lat- 
ter presents the freak attractions. 


Provisional Notice 


London, May 14. 

Provisional] notice has been posted 
this week for the closing of ““Cooee” 
at the Vaudeville. 

Show is doing fair business, but 
Operating cost of $8,500 weekly too 
much for small house. Unless re- 
ceipts increase production will fold 
up. 





Canada’s Tax on Alien 
Players Enforceable 





Washington, May 14. 

All professionals playing Canada 
are subject to income tax in that 
country. Inquiries made by Variety 
resulted in the statement from C. 
S. Walters, Commissioner of Income 
Tax for Canada, that the collection 
is made under section 9, subsection 
(e) of the Canadian Act which 
reads as follows: 

“9. There shall be assessed, 
levied and paid upon the income 
during the preceding year of 
every person 

“(e) who not being resident in 
Canada, derives income from 
services rendered in Canada 
during such year, otherwise 
than in the course of regular or 
continuous employment, for any 
person resident or carrying on 
business in Canada, 

“If the actor is required to 
pay his own traveling expenses 
and other expenses such as 
manager’s salary, deduction is 
allowed in respect of such items 
as may be deemed applicable to 
the performances in Canada. 
Depreciation on customs is also 
allowed if they are required to 
be supplied by the artist per- 
sonally.” 

Further the Canadian law pro- 
vides that if non-residents default 
in making returns, or in payment 
of the tax, the “agent, trustee or 
othec person who is required , 
to make a return of the income of 
such non-resident shall, on being 
notified by the M-nister, deduct the 
amount of such tax from the in- 
come or assets of rich ron-reside ‘i 
in his hands and pay the same to 
the Minister.” 

This leaves it entirely up to the 
professional to protect himself and 
make the required return, failing to 
do so will caise the tax, without 
allowances, to be deducted from the 
salary due at the end of week upon 
which the government demands pay? 
ment from the theatre management. 





Variety's query was prompted by 
reports from professionals that ar- 
bitrary deductions were being made 
in Vancouver without allowances 
for expenses, etc. 

Any such misunderstandings, if 
reported by letter to the commis- 
sioner of income tax, Ottawa, will 
be fully investigated. 


Shows Off During 
Uncertain Weather 


London, May 14. 

Weather is getting warmer, but 
wintry drizzles still prevail. 

Libraries are doing comfortably 
well, but show business in general 
fell off during the past week. “Mr. 
Cinders” and “Journey's End” were 
the only two shows doing capacity 
in the West End. 

“New Moon,” at the Drury Lane, 
has taken a terrific nose dive, with 
several other productions reported 
suffering also. 








Paris, May 14. 

Warm and sunny. Everything in 
preparation for the onslaught on 
the tourists. 





Washington, May 14. 
The weather bureau has furnished 
Variety with the following outlook 
for the week beginning tomorrow: 
Unsettled Wednesday and Thurs- 
day with occasional showers, then 
generally fair for two or three days. 
Warm Wednesday; cooler Thurs- 
day or Friday, and warmer by Sun- 
day (19). 


“Good News” in French 


London, May 14. 
“Good News” is to be produced in 
Paris in October with an English 
cast. 
The musical will be presented in 
French, 


- 





Notice! 


Additional foreign news on 
page 66. 








| Easton, John 


| 





WILL MAHONEY 


In reviewing last week’s Riverside 
show, “Variety” said: “The cyclonic 
Will Mahoney is headlining, with 
business capacity plus. This 
Mahoney boy zowed ‘em into the 
aisles, He had ‘em raving. What 
a comedian! He is a Big Bertha of 
ability as a dialectician, comedian, 
dancer and entertainment sales- 
man.” 
Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 
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AT 70, PRACTICES DAILY 


John LeClair, probably the 
oldest living vaude juggler, 
hasn’t worked in a year, yet 
every day J. lh goes to a big 
room and practices. 

LeClair, close to 70, is hale 
| and weighs the same as he did 
ein 1876, having a weighing 
ticket of that date showing 
that register. 


New Berlin Plays 


Berlin, May 14. 


“Girls of Today,” a lukewarm 
farce by Gustav Davis, opened at 
the Behren late last week without 
any encouraging indications. 

Theme is of an old bachelor mod- 
ernized by love for a young, mod- 
ern girl. 

At .the Volksbuehne theatre a 
tragedy by Moeller, entitled “Douau- 
mont,” deals with a modern version 
of the return of Ulysses. 

It is an interesting idea suffering 
in production. Possibilities for New 
York if properly adapted, 

















SAILINGS 


June 22 (Berlin to New York), 
Max Hayes, Avon Comedy Four 
(Columbus). 

June 19 (London to New York), 
Christopher and Columbus (Olym- 
pic). 

June 13 (London to New York), 
Joe Hayman, Mildren’ YF¥ranklin 
(America), 

June 2 (London to New York): 
Abe Lyman and band, Bob Gold- 
stein (Leviathan). 

May 31 (New York to Paris): 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Reichenbach 
(Ile de France). 

May 26 (London to New York): 
Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Jarvis (Beren- 
garia). 

May 19 (London to New York), 
Jerry Blanchard, Billy Parent 
(Geo. Washington). 

May 17 (New York to Paris), 
3alieff and Chauve-Souris Co. 
(Olympic). 

May i5 (New York to. Paris): 
George Clifférd, Lizbeth Higgins, 
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Goodman, 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Hawn (Bobby 
Perkins), (Berengaria). 

May 15 (London to New York), 
Thomas Van Dycke (France). 

May 15 (London to New York), 


Emma Haig, Clive Brook (Ho- 
meric). 
May 14 (Paris to New York), 


Jesse IL Lasky, Walter Wanger, 
Joe Termini (Leviathan), 


May 14 (New York to Hamburg): 
Clarence Derwent (Reliance). 

May 11 (London to New York): 
Channing Pollock (Mauretania). 

May 10 (New York to Paris), 
Erno Rapee, Jed Harris, Marvin 
Welt, Hughey Clark (Ile de France). 

May 10 (New York to Dublin), 
Walter McNally (Republic). 

May 10 (New York to London), 
Richard Ordynski, Mme. Florence 
McCormack (Majes- 
tic). 


May 93 (New York to London) 


4\Trader Horn (Muenchen). 


“Gentlemen and Blondes” 


ealthy Frenchmans wife. 


Billing Action Settled 





Paris, May 14. 

Suit against Leon Volterra, direc- 
tor of the Casino de Paris, by Mlle. 
Edmonde Guy and her partner, Van 
Buren, for 100,000 francs damages 
on the claim of insufficient billing, 
was dismissed without damages 
against the defendant. 

Decision favored the plaintiffs, 
but the judge ruled that the per- 
formers were wrong in leaving the 
show without the legal formalities 
of summonsing Volterra with the 
object of making him execute his 
contract, 

Mile. Guy and Van Duren were 
in the winter revue of November, 
1926, at the Casino de Paris. They 
left the show when not billed ac- 
cording to promise, and brought 
suit early in 1927. 

The case reached the judicial 
calendar recently and was post- 
poned, the court finally handing 
down a decision last week in favor 
of the performers but without dam- 
ages. 

Judgment invalidates a counter- 
claim against the dancers’ for 
breach of contract brought by Vol- 
terra. 


“Flossie” —Operetta 


Paris, May 14, 

Gustave Quinson and A. Wille- 
metz, new managers of the Bouffes 
Parisiens, started off last week with 
“Flossie,” an operetta by Marcel 
Gerbidon and Charles Pothier, which 
drew moderate response from the 
first-night audience. 

Production is in three acts and 
concerns the love adventures of an 
English clergyman’'s daughter in a 
Swiss boarding school, everything 
ending smoothly. 

Koval, as the clergyman, delivers 
an amusing performance. Jacqueline 
Francell has the title role. 

Operetta is based on a comedy by 
Gerbidon. Music is by Joseph 
Szule. 


“Shanghai” Panned 


London, May 14, 

“Shanghai Gesture,” presented at 
the Scala. May 12 by the Venturers 
Society, attracted a brilliant as- 
semblage of theatrical notables. 

Despite alleged toning of dialog, 
general opinion here is that the 
play is unfit for the public and that 
it will not be passed by the English 
censor. 

Local critics regard the play as 
unnecessarily frank and deliberate- 
ly indecent. 





Seven Beauts Coming 


Paris, May 14. 

Seven European beauties sailed 
on the Rochambeau May 11. They 
are bound for Galveston, Texas, to 
take part in the international 
beauty contest. 

Girls have 
tions. 


theatrical aspira- 


Boy Violinist Hit 


Paris, May 14. 
Yehudi Menuha, American child 
violinist, was enthusiastically re- 
ceived at a concert recital here. 
Affair was given at the Opera. 





Barstows for “Funny Face” 


London, May 14. 
Dick and Edith Barstow have 
been booked to play the Fred and 
Adele Astaire roles in “Funny Face” 
for Fullers in Australia. 
Production is scheduled to 


open 
late in September. 








Cavalieri In Accident 

Paris, May 14. 
divorced wife of 
is suffering from injuries 
in an automobile accident 


Lina Cavalieri, 
Muratore, 
incurred 
here, 

She was taken to a private 
tal suffering from a fractured : 
der and is now slowly re 





shoul- 
covering 
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Without Damage Award, 


[i aera =a Version n| “Black Ace” lemertial:? 
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Paris, May 14. 

St. Granier and Lucy St. Elme 
are writing the French dramatic 
version of “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes.” No theatre as yet been | 
selected to house the production. 

St. Elme is a pseudonym adopted 
by a w 





hospi- | 
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Others Arrive Quietly 


London, May 14. 

At he Globe, opening May 3, 
“The Black Ace” attracted consid- 
erable attention as an important 
melodrama in four acts. Tense, 
stirring situations throughout, add- 
ed to a big, important and inter- 
esting subject, give it more than 


average rating as a production. 

Story deals with the adventures 
of a burly American negro who 
deserts the Foreign Legion on the 
Gold Coast. He is captured? and 
sentenced to be shot when a French 
professor intervenes and offers him 
a chance to live. 

According to the agreement, if 
the negro survive an injection he 
would be white. .The experiment is 
successful and the negro is next 
seen back in Alabama, as a white 
man, courting a plantatior heiress. 

The professor arrives during the 
courtship. He tells the girl’s family 
that one of the two male guests 
is colored and that the color will 
return, He drops dead before re- 
vealing which man is colored, leav- 
ing the family in that predicament. 

General opinion is that the play 
is unsuitable for America, but 
some disagree since it places the 
negro in an unbiased light, almost 
idealizing him. 

Subject may be considered un- 
palatable for general digestion, but 
it is a powerful and absorbing play. 


Another Meller 


“Persons Unknown,” another Ed- 
gar Wallace crime melodrama with 
a Scotland Yard background, was 
presented at the Shaftesbury, May 
8, getting off to a nice reception, 
but with little chance of continuing 
long. 

Plot is mechanical and play has 
been hastily produced with the re- 
sult that the proceedings are too 
obvious for regular theatre patrons. 

Whatever success this presenta- 
tion attains will in all probability 
be due to the author’s personal 
popularity, 


Cup of Kindness 


“A Cup of Kindness,” opening at 
the Aldwych, May 7, is the seventh 
consecutive farce to be produced at 
this house by Tom Walls and Ralph 
Lynn. It is also the fifth consecu- 
tive play by the same author. 

Play offers little in the way of 
originality and, despite a friendly 
greeting from the early visitors to 
the old favorites, it seems as if the 
public has grown tired of the same 
brand of material. 

“Matriach,” a dramatization of 
the novel, “Tents of Israel,” opened 
at the Royalty. It is a clever pen 
portrait of Jewish family life, but 
lacks sufficient motivation for a 
play. 

Mrs. Patrick Campbell and sev- 
eral others contributed fine char- 
acter bits, 

Practically certain failure com- 
mercially. 


Ask Ban on U. S. Acts 


London, May 14. 
V. A. F. has sent a protest to the 
Ministry of Labor requesting a ban 
on American acts in the future as 
reprisal for the attitude of the Mu- 
sicians’ Union in regard to Jack 
Hylton and his band. 
This organization has also allied 
itself with the Church Society 
against Sunday vaudeville shows. 
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FN. 
For 3-Year 


First Nationai is tying up 
and musical comedy stars in a way 
that will bind them to the company 
for three years. The Warner sub- 
sidiary producer, on the other hand, 
is contracted to pay such 
only for the first picture in 


ing is not promising. A series of op- 
tions cover the three years where- 
by the company has the right to 
exercise its own judgment on terms. 

Jack Warner, head of the Warner 
studio, is practically securing all of 
the talent for First National. De- 
spite the independence asserted by 
the subsidiary no one of its opera- 
tors can close a deal in this respect 
without Jack’s okay, it is gleaned. 

The reason for the new form of 
contract, which also includes a4 
drastic stipulation on screen credits 
and advertising billing, is conceded 
to be the experience the brothers 
had with Al Jolson in fettering him 
at first only to “The Jazz Singer.” 
No duplication of this kind, where 
the dough must be more than 
doubled in order to keep anyone in 
line after the unexpected success 
of the first try, will be taken by 
the brothers or their interests. The 
eontract safeguards the Warners for 
any secret box office key a legit 
may disclose in the first production, 


The other sore spot in the past 
is greased out in the added clause 
which prohibits persons responsible 
for, or identified with flops, from 
advertising. This stipulation makes 
the producer the judge. It reads in 
part: 

“On condition that you shall have 
fully and completely complied with 
each and all of your obligations 
hereunder.” 


Bordoni’s Faith 


Evidence of her faith in her con- 
tract is witnessed in Irene Bor- 
doni’s preparations to establish a 
residence in Hollywood, although 
First National announced she would 
make only the one picture, “Paris.” 
Miss Bordoni leaves to arrive on 
the coast by June 1. At the same 
time Marilyn Miller departs for work 
in “Sally,” and Richard Barthel- 
mess returns for his next vehicle, 
“Young Nowheres,” the Saturday 
Evening Post story purchased last 
week. 

“Sally” will be the first production 
to be made by the company in all 
colc’, Seven others on the new 
schedule have been assigned for 
part color, 

The Barthelmess picture and an- 
other to follow it immediately in 
production, titled “A Son of the 
Gods,” will be directed by Frank 
Lloyd who has been engaged for a 
year. Marian Nixon will do the femi- 
nine leads. Upon their completion, 
expected to be around Aug. 15, Bar- 
thelmess will leave for Europe. 

Other engagements have been ex- 
tended Sam Janney, author of 
“Loose Ankles” who will work on 
the West Coast; Louise Glosser of 
the ‘Paris’ cast here and Alexander 
Gray. Dorothy Mackaill has been 
continued for another year with her 
first film “Woman on the Jury,” 
story rights for which were se- 
cured Saturday. 

In the new line-up Hal Wallis, 
former Warner publicity man on 
the coast transferred to Burbank 
shortly after the Warner acquisi- 
tion, has been assured of the First 
National studio managership for the 
following year. 

Year jobs are also extended Jack 
Dillon. director and Mario Larrin- 
aga, teeghnical expert and _ trick 
ec: nera man. 


Clara Out $10,000 on 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

Robert Bow, father of Clara Bow, 
has closed his “IT” restaurant on 
Beverly Boulevard, after a year, 
and a loss reported as better than 
$10,000 to the picture star. 

Place did good business at first, 
as Miss Bow used to be there quite 
frequently. However, when she 
stayed away so did patronage. Prior 
to going into the restaurant busi- 
ness, Bowpere operated a cleaning 
and dyeing establishment which his 
daughter purchased for him in 
Hollywood. 





Baclanova at Palace 
Baclanova, Paramount film player 
and Russian dialectician, booked for 
vaude by Keith's, will play the Pal- 


ace, New York, May 49 coeee §OL, 22-23. 
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Tying Up Legit People 
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Pop’s “It” Restaurant 
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Studio Feud 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

Feud between the “Yes” and 
“No” men at Universal City 
has reached a point where the 
“No” boys have challenged 


Dr. Marstan, inventor of a lie 
detector, to install his delicate 
instrument in the projection 
room during a preview. 

Members of the “No” faction 
claim the “Yes contingent 
will break the dial. 


Mrs. Lee Says Her 


Davey's Contract 
Is ‘Scrap of Paper 


Los Angeles, May 14. 
Having herself appointed legal 
guardian of Davey Lee, four-year- 
old screen progidy, Mrs. Ella Lee, 
his mother, notified Warners that 
a five-year optional contract she 
had entered into with that firm six 


months ago was a scrap of paper. 
She is now sending the boy on a 
personal appearance tour in the 
picture houses, Child actor, whose 
studio salary was $250 a week, will 
get $3,500 for a break in week at 
Joliet, Ill, in a Great States the- 
atre and $4,000 weekly for two B. & 
K. Houses in Chicago. The Joliet 
opening is set for May 18, Chicago 
to follow. Youngster does about 
seven minutes, including an imita- 
tion of Jolson. 


When the child was first engaged 
for “The Singing Fool” he was get- 
ting $5 a day. When it was decided 
to usé him through the picture a 
salary of $100 a weck was set. For 
“Sonny Boy” he was given a new 
eontract by Warners. This was for 
the five-year period and his salary 
jumped to $150 a week. In “Little 
Pal,” with Jolson, not released yet, 
the ante was raised to $250 weekly 
for 52 weeks a year. 




















JOSEPH CHERNIAVSKY 


Who composed “Love Sings a 
Song in My Heart,” thematic fea- 
ture of Universal's “Show Boat,” 
received the following comment in 
“Daily Screen Worlt”’: “The musi- 
cal score and synchronization of 
‘Show Boat’ is the best arranged, 
toned and recorded music yet seen 
on the singing and talking screen.” 








$7,000 for Whiteman’s 
Old Gold Hour Weekly 


Old Gold has tilted Paul White- 
man’s weekly salary to $7,000 for 
one hour weekly over the Columbia 
Broadcasting System, thus estab- 
lishing a new record high for con- 
secutive and contract commercial 
broadcasting. Whiteman’s contract 
has been extended until May, the 
increase of $2,000 over the original 
five grand commencing in Septem 
ber as soon as the Whitemanites 
leave Hollywood. 

Old Gold is giving Whiteman time 
out for his Universal “King of Jazz” 
talking feature, and also a fort- 
night’s vacation thereafter, this 
eliminating Whiteman’s intended 
northwestern tour right after the 
picture. Instead, the Whitemans 
come back the Santa Fe route. 
Whiteman and Jimmie Gillespie 
are taking over the entire Billy La 
Hiff Tavern Tuesday night (May 
21) (keeping uninvited patronage 
out) for a farewell to Braqadway. 
The racket will be conducted under 
the auspices of the Ancient and 
Honorable Order of Fleas, the in- 
tra-Whiteman exclusive fraternity. 


Talker Equipment for 











Contract Loophole 


Meanwhile Mrs. Lee was informed 
by friends that the contract War- 
ners held was illegal under the Cal- 
ifornia law, which provided that 
wherever a business agreement wa 
made affecting the services of a 
minor it would be necessary to ap- 
point a legal guardian for the 
minor. Probate Court would have 
to approve any contract, 


Wm. Heyfroen, attorney for Mrs. 
Lee, appeared before Judge Stevens 
and had herself appointed legal 
guardian. The attorney, by mail, 
notified Warners that the contract 
it held for Davey’s services was a 
mere scrap of paper. At the same 
time the child’s parents told Wm. 
Perlberg, Wm. Morris agency, that 
the boy was available for picture 
house appearances. 


Perlberg began negotiations, but 
Daryl Zanuck, Warner executive, 
notified that his company had Lee 
under contract, regardless of the 
attorney’s notice, and that it would 
not be advisable to represent him in 
any other negotiations. Zanuck 
stated that the boy was drawing 
his $250 a week even though not 
working and that his mother was 
continuing to collect the amount 
despite the attorney’s notice. 


Louis Epstein, personal manager 
for Al Jolson, was engaged as man- 
ager of the youngster by Mrs. Lee. 
He negotiated the Great States- 
B. &. K. dates and is now en route 
to Chicago with Mr. and Mrs. Lee 
and Davey. 

Epstein states he intends keep- 
ing the child in the picture houses 
for about 10 weeks and then they 
return to negotiate a new picture 
contract. However, on the picture 
end the boy’s mother is handling all 
business negotiations. 








Kid Star’s Dates 
Chicago, May 14. 
Davey Lee has been bovked by 
Great States for Joliet, May 17-18; 
Rockford, 19-20-21, and Aurora, 





McCormick in Ireland 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

Winnie Sheehan will send a full 
company and complete talker equip- 
ment to Ireland with John McCor- 
mack, when the latter sails from 
New York Aug. 10. It will mark 
the initial location so far away for 
a talker with songs. 

In the equipment will be included 
probably black and white and color 
cameras. 

Historic scenes of that famous 
Ireland will be worked into the Mc- 
Cormack film. 

It is expected the Fox group will 
be abroad about five weeks. 








N. Y. to L. A. 


Guy Bolton, 

Wolfe Gilbert. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ferdie Grofe. 
Sonny Selwyn. 

Erwin Gelsey. 

Pauline Stark. 

Douglas Fairbanks. 

Mary Pickford. 

William Kerry Duncan. 
Charlotte Henry. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Baclanova. 

Pat Dowling. 
William A. Seiter. 
Charles R. Rogers. 
Walter Rivers. 
Adolph Weiss. 
Cedric Gibbons. 
Donald S. Pratt 
Adele Rowland. 
Rod LeRocque. 

J. Charles Davis. 
Maurice Fleckles. 
Edwin Carewe 
Leroy Johnson 
Otto Brower 








St. Clair’s “49th St.” 
Los Angeles, May 14. 
Mal St. Clair has been signed by 
RKO to direct “49th Street” instead 
of “Rio Rita.” 





'}] “He'begins preduction May 20, 


———_———=» 


Studios in New York Continue Quiet: 
Par's at Astoria Most Active 
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THIS IS HOWARD DIETZ’ 


Howard Dietz lately wrote 
a revue hit, “The Little Show,” 
at the Music Box, New York, 
and he must have had some 
material left over. 

An out of town syndicate 
news writer called at the pub- 
licity offices of Metro, where 
Howard can bawl unrestrain- 
ed. He asked for two seats that 
night at the Astor, to see 
“Broadway Melody.” 

Dietz started to use the ease 
formula. It includes standing 
room only and a heavy ad- 
vance sale. The courtesy get- 
ter said he had to leave town 
for Chicago the next morning 
so it was that night, yes or no. 

“All right then,” said How- 
ard, “I'll fix it for you to see 
‘Melody’ in Chicago, It’s run- 
ning there at McVickers.” 

“No good,” answered the 
newspaper man( I want to see 
the New York company.” 


WM. FOX’S NAME 
NOW LINKED 
WITHR.C.A. 











Reported Merger Lineup 
May Get Monkey Wrench 
—Par-Warners Sim- 
mering 


. 


William Fox's name is commenc- 
ing to seep through the inside 
stories of the possibilities in the 
merger way for picture companies, 
so often reported as comprising 
Paramount, Warners and Radio. It 
is said that those mostly wanting to 
see this three-way combine go 
through are wondering if Fox has 
gotten into communication with Da- 
vid Sarnoff, of the Radio Corpora- 
tion. 

Meanwhile, the proposed Warners- 
Paramount deal appears to be sim- 
mering. Nothing has been said 
about it beyond the many rumors. 
One version is that the deal, if con- 
summated, will be a buy for the 
Warners on an exchange or cash 
basis for all Paramount stockhold- 
ers. There are so many angles to 
this deal no one feels safe to say it 
will come through, although it is 
understood that regardless of how 
the deal works out, if it does, the 
present Paramount and Publix staffs 
will not be disturbed. 

The matter of Fox reaching some 
understanding with Sarnoff ap- 
peared to be the high point in the 
week's merger talk. R.C.A.’s, Keith- 
Radio-Orpheum is in a spot that 
could bend either way. While the 
impression has been that Radio, if 
going anywhere else in the show 
business will turn to Paramount, 
there is no positiveness to that con- 
clusion. 

Anxiety is said to be felt in other 
directions over Sarnoff’'s expected 
return to New York next week from 
his long trip abroad. 





ROACH’S SHORT MUSICALS 
Los Angeles, May 14. 


Hal Roach is after a bevy of 
showgirls to comprise a_e stock 
chorus for use in his forthcoming 
short musical comedy subjects, 

Roach plans to begin this series 
the latter part of June and will fea- 
ture each with one or more Victor 
recording artists. 





Annapolis “Location” 

Jack Ford is in New York with 
a troupe of about 12 Fox players 
headed by George O’Brien, to visit 
Annapolis as a location. 

Ford has a Fox talker under way 
requiring a naval tinge. 

Brower on L. I. 
Los Angeles, May 14. 

Otto Brower, Paramount director, 
goes east to join the Long Island 
studio. He will do features for the 
east coast production schedule, 








» 


Quiet week in the New York 
sound studios with exception of 
Paramount’s Astoria beehive, a-buz- 
zing wit: “Glorifying the American 
Girl,” necessitating many elaborate 
sets and a flock of extras. 

Entire main floor with only a 
small space for passage on each 
side is to be consumed by a new 
$30,000 set which will be an almost 
complete replica of the New Ams- 
terdam theatre, New York, from 
lobby to backstage. Studio last 
week had a dozen taxicabs inside 
working in sequences of the Grand 
Central depot. 

M-G-M studio dark, with all talk- 
ing short production suspended, 
Pathe and Weiss Bros. (DeForest) 
between pictures. Forméf is pre- 
paring for “This Thing Called 
Love,” while Weiss Bros. intend to 
follow their first Craig Kennedy 
all talker with another Arthur 
Reeve yarn. Robert Warwick will 
again be the star and Edgar Lewis 
direct. 

Weiss Bros, last week completed 
their final two-reel productions on 
the cast and their final unit, in 
charge of Adolph Weiss, will be 
brought east. Snub Pollard, Poodles 
Hanneford and Ben Turpin have 
been making silent comedies for the 
firm. It is not decided if they will 
appear i: any of the dialog shorts 
for which Weiss will bring a couple 
of directors east. 


States Rights 


Harry Delf, ;--ducing for the 
states rights market, will sub-rent 
space at the DeForest studio for 
some dialog comedies of his own 
authorship. He will be in produc- 
tion the week of May 13. 

Under a new plan inaugrated 
since Arthur Hurley came in as 
Bryan Foy’s assistant, Warners is 
row devoting two full days to 
shooting of dramatic sketches in- 
stead of one as formerly.’ Scripts- 
are now rehearsed until letter per- 
fect, before even preliminary takes 
are made, This plan has worked 
out. 

“Outlaw In-Law,” 
Cavanaugh, 


with Hobart 
Mary Loane, Maida 
Reade, Gertie Richie and Mary 
Musell, and “Dinner Party,” by 
Frank Orth (Orth and Codee), with 
Daisy Atherton, Florence Vernon 
and Stanley Ridges, both in the 
sketch category, were filmed. 

Guy Robertson and Billy and Elsa 
Newell also made shorts for War- 
ners. Waring’s Pennsylvanians afte 
listed for a special recording in the 
next fortnight. 


Fox on 3-Year Contract 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

Jack Gardner, picture agent, has 
been made casting director at Fox 
replacing James Ryan. Gardner 
goes in for three years, the first 
time a contract has ever been given: 
to a casting director by any studio 
out here. 

Ryan forsakes ‘his nine-year job 
to become head of Fox’s screen 
testing department, new, and will 
also act as an executive assistant 
to Sol Wurtzel. He will have charge 
of all screen tests both east and 
west. 

Gardner, husband of Louise 
Dresser and formerly in vaude, will 
turn his agency over to Irene 
O’Brien who has been in his employ. 

Fox is devoting an entire en- 
closed stage at its Western avenue 
plant to the screen testing depart- 
ment. 





M-G’S VAN DINE YARN 
Los Angeles, May 14. 

M-G-M has bought “The Bishop 
Murder Case,” by S. S. Van Dine. 
It's this author’s latest mystery tale. 

Paramount produced same author's 
Philo Vance series of “Canary Mur- 
der Case” and “Greene Murder 
Case,” with William Powell as Philo 
Vance. 





Nugents and “Kempy” 
Los Angeles, May 14. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer has the 
screen rights to “Kempy.” It will be 
made into a talker with J. C. and 
Elliot Nugent, its authors, both ap- 
pearing in the east. Produ 
set for June 24. 

J. C. Nugent will make the screen 
adaptation, write the dialog and 


tion is 





probably direct the talker version. 
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KEITH'S BUYS PROCTOR’ 





Publix and Warners Buying Out 
Individual Partners to Secure 
Complete Operating Control 





Warner Brothers Monday paid off 
Moe Mark, thereby securing full 
operating control _of the Mark- 
Strands linked up with the Stanley 
Company and passing to Warners 
when the latter took over Stanley. 
At this time the Warners are also 
reported negotiating with the Fa- 
bians of New Jersey and Crandall 
of Washington, D. C., for a similar 
buy for the same purpose. 

Publix, from accounts, also wants 
to hold complete operating control 
of its extensive chain. Publix so 
far has absorbed Balaban & Katz 
of Illinois, also Blank of Nebraska 
and Iowa. Publix is now said to 
be out for the purchase of its other 
individual partners. 

Within the past 10 days in New 
York, conferring with Sam Katz of 
Publix, have been among others of 
its partners, Butterfield of Mich., 
Kunsky of Detroit, Richards and 
Saenger of the south, Finklestein of 
Finklestein & Ruben, Minnesota, 
and Cooper of Oklahoma, 

The story is that Katz has offered 
to purchase the stock of all of these 


partners in their respectively joined | 


Publix circuit affiliations. That of- 
fer stands, it is said, regardless of 
any deals Publix and Paramount 
may go into. 

Operating Hardships 

Warners, per Spyros Skouras, its 
theatre operator, is reported to have 
felt the hardship of the operating 
agreements held by the annexed 
Stanley circuits. Mark remained 
absolute with the Strands, though 
stock control was held by the Stan- 
ley Company. Mark’s operating 
contract expires this month. He 
had retained 25 percent of his Stan- 
ley stock. This passed to Warners 
Monday. Fabians have a 10-year 
agreement to operate their Stanley- 
Fabian Jersey unit, with seven 
years to go, besides Fabians’ Stan- 
ley stock. A like condition exists 
with Crandall in Washington, 

In complete operation an order 
issued by the home office goes 
throughout the chain. In individual 
independent management such an 
order might be disregarded or 

evaded by the local operator in au- 
thority. 

Publix, in annexing circuits in the 
past, seemed always to do so with 
regard to the standing and prestige, 
also the showmanly reputation, held 
by the contemplated partner for his 
section. This was especially so with 
the Balaban & Katz firm, E. V. 
Richards and Julian Saenger of the 
Saenger chain, Mike Shea of Buf- 
falo, and others. 

In certain sections it is said that 
Publix, although buying full con- 
trol, will leave it to the local op- 
erating partner whether he shall 
remain or not. In one or two in- 
stances the partners may be in- 
vited into the Publix New York or- 
ganization. 


Sex with Sound 


Chicago, May 14. 
Albert Dezel, former Chicago press 
agent, has secured “Damaged Goods” 
for states rights territory. 
Dezel is trying to synchronize the 
darn old film. 











Gallery’s Breaks 


Los Angeles, May 14, 

Tom Gallery, Hollywood fistic 
baron and actor, is on crutches for 
the fifth time in 18 months, 

Same thing, same cause—broken 
foot in a squash game. Gallery 
once was national squash cham- 
pion. 

Nazimova’s Original 
Los Angeles, May 14. 

George Manker Waters and How- 
ard Estabrook have completed an 
original to be called “The Bed of 
Innocence.” 

It will be produced by Edward 
Small, with Nazimova starring, 











RT Se How! 


Los Angeles, May 14. 
James Cruze is doubling a 
colored troupe into the third 
line of a white chorus under an 
extremely light make-up, to 
offset the contrast and swell 
the ensemble for a musical 


comedy sequence in “The 
Great Gabbo.” 
Picture uses the Negro 


voices in specialty numbers. 


SMALL TOWNS 
LOSING FILM 
THEATRES 


—_——_—- — 











Cities Gaining Country- 
side Picture Trade— 
Gov’t Report 





Washington, May 14. 

That the small town picture 
houses are fast disappearing has 
now been officially discovered by 
the Government. In a statement 
made public from the President’s 
unemployment conference it is 
stated that “small theatres in small 
towns are slowly disappearing, but 
that does not indicate any loss of 
affection on the part of the Ameri- 
can public for the movies. The 
vanishing of the little houses is 
more than offset by the erection of 
large-size theatres in the bigger 
towns.” 

Report from this committee rep- 
resents a year’s work. The passing 
of the small town theatre cred- 
ited to the automobile and con- 
struction of good roads, this taking 
the countryites to the cities for 
their entertainment. 

Committee gives the total num- 
ber of picture theatres in the U. S. 
on March 1, 1927, as 15,119. A year 
later the number was 14,235. The 
decline, however, is described as 
“progressive.” 


Fox Giving $50,000 Per 
To Lenore Ulric for 3 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

Fox has signed Lenore Ulric for 
three talking features at $50,000 per 
picture. Miss Ulric arrives in Holly- 
wood May 25, with her first produc- 
tion to be “Frozen Justice,” direct- 
ed by Allan Dwan. 

Paul Muni, originally slated for 
this production, will probably be 
re-assigned by Fox. 











SHEEHAN’S QUICK HOP 
Los Angeles, May 14. 

W. R. Sheehan pulls out for New 
York and the Fox convention June 
12. 

It will be a rush trip as Sheehan 
is due in San Francisco June 28 for 
the opening of the new Fox theatre 
there on that date. 





FILMIN G ‘SPEEDWAY 


Los Angeles, May 14, 
Background ofthe next Indianap- 


olis speedway classic will be used | since, 
for | 
in which William Haines | 


for filming a racing picture 
M-G-M 
will be starred, 
bastian opposite. 


with Dorothy Se- 


Harry Beaumont, assigned to di- | 
rect, is going to Indianapolis with 
the cast. 





12 HOUSES I 
NEW YORK oTATE 


Long Established Vaudfilm 
Circuit — F... F. Proctor 
Among Pioneers of Vaude- 
ville—Wanted to Retire— 
Proctor’s Booked Through 
Keith’s for Years 








VALUED AT $11,000,000 





Radio - Keith - Orpheum (Keith's) 
has bought the F. F. Proctor circuit 
of 12 vaudfilm theatres in New 
York State. Keith’s takes posses- 
sion Aug. 1 next. 


No consideration for the transfer, 
completed Monday, has been re- 
ported. It is said that an appraisal 
of the Proctor properties would run 


from $11,000@000 to $12,000,000. R- 


K-O is reported paying for the 
Proctor theatres part cash and 
stock. 


All of the Proctor theatres are 
free and clear of encumbrance, ex- 
cepting, perhaps, Proctor’s new 58th 
Street, New York. Besides the New 
York Proctor theatres, the circuit 
is represented in Mt. Vernon, 
Yonkers, Albany, Troy and Schenec- 
tady. 

When Radio Shotuetetiok tock 
over Keith’s, inclusive of the Or- 
pheum Circuit, Proctor’s was one of 
several Keith-booked circuits not 
included. These became known as 
J. J. Murdock’s “cats and dogs,” 
facetiously so termed owing to their 
importance and omission. Murdock 
offered the group to R-K-O before 
submitting ft.elsewhere, but that 
early R-K-O believed it would be 
able to trade better later. 

Among others in the same group, 
with Murdock interested in nearly 
all of the “cats and dogs” to some 
extent, are the Lipson mid-west 
houses, mostly in Ohio. It is said 
that dealing is now going on for 
that profitable lot. Another is the 
Wilmer & Vincent string, while an- 
other, Interstate of Texas is re- 
ported having been satisfactorily 
set recently. At one time Murdock 
considered operating these houses 
himself but abandoned the idea, not 
caring to return actively to the 
show business, 

Hiram S. Brown, R-K-O presi- 
dent, is reported having completed 
the negotiations with Proctor’s. 
The Proctor deal is looked wpon as 
an excellent one for Keith’s hold- 
ing its whole chain more compactly 
under its own management. With 
the consideration in the Keith buy 
withheld for some reason, it is pre- 
sumed that Keith’s obtained the 
Proctor houses at an attractive 
figure. 


F, F. Proctor, Showman 


F. F. Proctor, a _ vaudeville 
pioneer, has been anxious to retire 
for some time. Proctor built. up 
his strong chain single-handed al- 
most. It started from the Proctor’s 
23rd Street of years ago, with Mr. 
Proctor also among the first to ever 
play twice daily or big time vaude- 
ville. 

Likewise it was Proctor amongst 
the biggest vaudeville managers 
who first concluded the combination 
vaudeville and picture policy would 
eventually prevail, he thereupon 
commencing to convert all of his 
theatres to that policy. 

Proctor has been an independent 
operator though linked with the 
Keith office, where he has booked 
for over 20 years. His standing 
was recognized in previous years to 
a degree by Keith’s, whereby Proc- 
tor was declared in on almost 
everything Keith's started, he be- 
ing considered of that importance. 

With the merger of Keith and 
Orpheum and its 
Proctor’s asserted its inde- 
pendence to a point where it wholly 
disregarded Keith's, other than in 
the necessary bookings out of that 
agency. 

During all of the turmoil of the 
recent past in vaudeville, F. F. 
Proctor, a recognized showman, ran 


many changes 
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"BIGGEST SALES WEEKS 


From ,accounts Paramount 
and Warners recently hit their 
biggest gross sales week. 

Each is said to have gone 
over $825,000 in the record 
period. 


U. A. FINANCING 
DEAL STOPPED 
BY SCHENCK 


—_——- -— 


Merger With Warners 
Looks Unlikely — Par 
May Get in With U. A. 














For some unexplained reason Jos. 
M. Schenck called off his refinanc- 
ing plans for United Artists late 
last week with the Wall Street 
banking houses. The bankers were 
said to be waiting for an auditor's 
report to finally pass upon it. The 
call off arrived before the report. 

At the same time it was said the 
likelihood of a Warner-U, A. tie in 
is quite slim. Reported also that 
Paramount may hook in with U. A. 
through the U. A. subsidiary, Art 
Cinema. Latter is a financing com- 
pany which has been loaning to 
U. A. producers, notably Sam Gold- 
wyn, and outsiders. “tg 

From the account the Warners 
declined to consider the U. A. 
proposition’ unlegs Schenck could 
deliver 51 per cent. control of his 
producing corporation,’ With some 
of Schenck’s U, A. stars opposed to 
their transfer to Warners, but all 
a unit in favoring the financing 
plan, the Warner thing is said to 
have been virtually dropped. 

Schenck is reported having been 
switched around in some of his 
plans through the two U,. A. re- 
leases, talkers, now on Broadway 
at $2; “Alibi” and “Bulldog Drum- 
mond.” Another factor said to 
have influenced Schenck -is the re- 
ported contract, denied, with Al Jol- 
son to star in U. A. pictures after 
Jolson’s agreement expires with 
Warners. 

Warners are reported to hold 
Jolson for two more pictures, at 
least, and with no time date or 
limit set on the start or completion 
of either. 





BARRYMORE DIRECTING 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

Lionel Barrymore will direct John 
Gilbert in “Olympia,” play by Fer- 
enz Molnar. 

This will be Gilbert’s final pic- 
ture under the M-G-M contract. 
Production starts within three 
weeks. Upon completion of the pic- 
ture Gilbert and his bride, Ina 
Claire, will go to Europe for two 
months, 

Upon his return Gilbert will start 
work under his new contract. 


FEIST, JR., ON LOT 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

Felix Feist, Jr.. son of M-G-M’s 
general sales manager, has joined 
the ranks of the sound technicians 
at the company’s Culver City studio. 

Young Feist is working his way 
through the picture business, having 
been in the home office, shipping 
department, sales department, news 
cameraman, and also studying sound 
at the Erpi Laboratories in New 
York for the past two months. 








his business without worry or loss 


of prestige. In retiring Mr. Proc- 
tor leaves the show field highly re- 
garded and highly respected. His 
career is a large part of the record 





of vaudeville in America, 


IW. F. May Ring in Pacent as Part of 
Counter-Charges Against Warners 


Western Electric indicates some 
counter-charges to the complaint 
made by the Warners when the ar- 
bitration proceedings, postponed 
last fall, are resumed tomorrow 
(Thursday) in the electric’s offices 
at 195 Broadway. 

The revived sessions will be de- 
voted to the recording of West- 
ern’s charges and its answer to the 
brothers, who got their case on rec- 
ord before the postponement. The 
latter was taken then because of 
the illness of Warners’ representa- 
tive, Samuel Untermeyer. This at- 
torney together with ex-Governor 
Miller for the electric, and ex-Jus- 
tice Hiscox as the third arbiter, will 
constitute the board continuing the 
review of the matter. 

Star chamber proceedings because 
the friction is internal, also are 
given as the reason by Western at- 
torneys why they will not indicate 
a single move contemplated at this 
time. 

When efforts were made to as- 
certain whether the reported War- 
ner cheaper talker being manufac- 
tured by Louis Gerard Pacent will 
feature in the electric’s reply and 
counter-action, a Westernite replied 
that the Warners have already vol- 
untarily. denied any affiliation. 

Regardless of such a denial, which 
was described as verbal on the part 
of George E, Quigley, former West- 
ern attorney and since then head of 
Warners’ Vitaphone, further ques- 
tioning as to whether the electric 
will prod the Pacent angle in any 
effort to disprove the brdéthers’ 
charges and show a tendency on 
their own part to breach the West- 
ern contract, met with a flat: 

“Draw your own conclusions.” 


Warner-Hearst 


Contract Is Drawn 


Attorneys are gaid to have drawn 
the contract under which W. R. 
Hearst, his Cosmopolitan producing 
company and the International 
Newsreel will be added to the War- 
ner layout. 

Provided no hitch arises the 
agreement may be signed any day 
now. 

Under it Marion Davies (Cosmo) 
will be assigned to Warners’ First 
National Studios in Burbank under 
& guaranteed weekly salary of $10,- 
000. The Davies pictures will be 
made on the F. N, lot, 

Hearst papers support all of the 
Cosmopolitan film productions with 
liberal publicity when playing in @ 
Hearst papered city. 











MAY McAVOY MARRYING 
Los Angeles, May 14. 
May McAvoy and Maurice Cleary, 
United Artists’ executive, are to be 
married May 26 at Father Mullen’s 
Church in Beverly Hills. 
They will then go on a Havana 
honeymoon for about six weeks. 





PAR’S PROF 


= Los Angeles, May 14, 
H. H. Newlands, professor of Enge- 
lish at U. S. C., engaged by Para- 
mount as technical dialog man. 
One cuty is to do research for cor- 
rect variation in speech characteriz- 
ing earlier periods. 


Held for Musical 
Los Angeleg@ May 14. 


On the eve of her departure for 
Annapolis to play in “Salute” 





(Fox), Sharon Lynn was retained 
here, 

She will play opposite Hugh 
Trevor in a musical being prepared 


by DeSylva, Brown and Henderson 





Lois Wilson at F. N. 
Los Angeles, May 14. 
Lois Wilson will do four pictures 





\ 


for First National, 
Starts July Lh 





6 VARIETY 


PICTURES 








Cameramen’s Union and Producers 
Reach Agreement on Scales and Hours 





Los Angeles, May 14. 
With the minimum 


agreed 


wage scale 
committees 
representing the Association of Mo- 
tion Picture Producers and the In- 
ternational Photogaphers Local No. 
659, I. A. T. S. E. and M. P. T. O. 
becoming effective May 20, picture 


studios on the west coast will be 
closed shop for the cameramen. 

Though the agreement between 
the studios and the cameramen says 
nothing about closed shop, a studio 
official asserted that every man 
hired in his camera department 
after that date would be a member 
of the union. 

With the exception of a few as- 
sistant cameramen the studios are 
100 per cent. organized, with every 
man being a member of No. 659. 
The new scale provides that cam- 
eramen on features working by day 
and without their own equipment 
receive $50 per diem. If the en- 
gagement extends six days a week- 
ly rate of $250 becomes effective, 
with pro rata for subsequent days 
on the picture. Scale for less than 
four reels and without equipment 
being furnished by the cameraman 
is $40 each day and $200 a week. ~ 

On productions of more than four 
reels, without equipment, under 
class 1A, non-contract cameramen 
working an eight-hour day shall 
receive pay as follows: First cam- 
eraman, $50 per diem; second, $25; 


upon between 


still, $20; assistant, $11. For six 
consecutive working days: First 
cameramen, $250; second, $125; 


still, $100; assistant, $60. 

For the non-contract cameraman 
class IB provides on four reels or 
less working eight hours a day 
without equipment first cameramen 
are slated for $40 per diem; second, 
$20; still, $17; assistant, $10. On 
the weekly scale they are to get: 
First, $200; second, $100; still, $85; 
assistant, $55. 

In tMe clause covering working 
conditions it is stipulated working 
time begins when the men are or- 
dered to report and continues until 
they are dismissed or their work is 
completed.’ For Sunday labor time 
and one-half is to be paid and 
double time for holidays. Overtime 
is based on one-half hour periods 
as straight time figured against 
rate of the prevailing per diem pay. 

In class 2A, covering productions 
of over four reels, without equip- 
ment, pay for six-day week not to 
exceed 54 accumulated hours is 
$200 for first, $100 for second, $85 
for still and $55 for assistant. 

For those working on four reels 
or less the classification is 2B, with 
working conditions same as class 
2A and the salaries $150 for first, 


eperate more than one camera at a 
time. 

Where men are compelled to make 
aerial flights they shall be paid in 
addition to regular daily wage $25 
for the first flight and $25 addiiion- 
al for a second that calendar day. 
However, there is to be no addi- 
tional pay for further flights on the 
same day. 

Where cameramen are sent on 
distant locations for a week of 
seven days or more an additional 
33 1/3 per cent. of the wage rate 
applying to their class is to be paid. 
If time of this location exceed one 
week fractional parts of the suc- 
ceeding week are to be paid for pro 
rata of the weekly rate covering 
this job. Also suitable accommoda- 
tions must be furnished the mem- 
bers of camera staff while on loca- 
tion. 

No cameraman is to be com- 
pelled to perform work that he con- 
siders hazardous, and it is agreed 
that because of his refusal he will 
not jeopardize his working opportu- 
nities. 

Five hundred cameramen and offi- 
cials of allied unions met Sunday at 
the Hollywcod Chamber of Com- 
merce. The new agreement between 
cameramen and producers was read 
and approved. Officials appealed to 
the members to practice good faith 
in the matter of overtime. 


ENGLISH EXHIBS 
TRY TO FORCE 
W. E. PEACE 


London, May 14. 
General council of the Exhibitors’ 
Association has requested Western 
Electric and film producers using 
the W. E, license to agree on the 
formation of an independent and 
impartial committee with power to 
settle all questions of suitability of 
other apparatus for reproduction of 
W. E. recorded films, 
If this request is not accepted the 
association will send a deputation 
to the government, pressing for 
legislation. . 
Negotiations are now in progress 
with the advisory committee of the 
Board of Trade to this end. 


1st Internat] Sound Co. 
Announcing Standing 














$75 for second, $75 for still and $50 
for assistant, 

Under class 3A, which covers men 
under contract to studios for period 
of six months or longer, provisions 
are made for men who work on 
more than four reels, without equip- 
ment, seven days or less a week: 
First cameramen, $150; second, $85; 
still, $75; assistant, $50. 

With the expiration of the six 
months’ contract a cameraman may 
continue under the same _ condi- 
tions, provided, however, that four 
weeks’ notice is give by either 
party of termination of engage- 


Pf ment, with the cameraman finishing 


such production as he is working 
on at the time of contract expira- 
tion or notice. 

Still cameramen and assistants 
under the period contracts are sub- 
ject to one week’s notice of termi- 
nation of employment if it occur 
prior to the expiration of the six 
months period or two weeks’ no- 
tice if terminated after that time. 


Hours 


Covering all classes, where a 
cameraman responds to ealls be- 
tween 6 a. m. and 6 p. m., a mini- 
mum of four hours work or pay is 
to be allowed; between 6 p. m. and 
midnight a minimum of six hours’ 
work or pay to be allowed, and be- 
tween midnight and 6 a. m, a min- 
imum of eight hours work’ or pay 
is to be allowed. — 

Where a cameraman is called 
and is subject to continuous readi- 
ness for service or continually ren- 
ders service not more than one hour 
can be deducted for any meal. 

A clause provides that no cam- 
eraman is to be required to work 
for more than 16 hours without a 
rest period of eight consecutive 
hours. Contract also provides cam- 
eramen shall not be required to 


London, May 14. 

Announcement concerning’ the 
standing of First International 
Sound Pictures will be issued May 
23. Walter Payne is chairman and 
Harry Bruce Woolf managing di- 
rector, 

On the board of directors will be 
Col. John Buchan, Alfred Bundy 
and Harry Keasley, all of British 
Instructional Films. Also, Laurence 
Hermes, of Siemens, 
Geoffrey Toye of D’Oyley Carte 
Opera. 

Klangfilm-Tobis recording license 
for England was made directly with 
British Instructional. Previous ne- 
gotiations including Bosdari and 
Milton Diamond are not associated 
either with license or the new com- 
pany. 





Novarro Operatic 
Los Angeles, May 14. 

Ramon Novarro’s presence in Ber- 
lin is te study vocal and polish up 
on his tenoring. M-G-M has prom- 
ised to feature Novarro upon his 
return in a screen version of a Ger- 
man opera. : 

Novarro’s contract with M-G-M 
ealls for six months’ work each 
year and two pictures. 


Against French Taxes 
Paris, May 14. 

National Committee of the French 
Federation of Stage Workers met 
yesterday to discuss a general strike 
in all theatres in France as a pro- 
test against high taxes, 

No date for a walkout has been 
set or discussed. 


Bound for Studios 
London, May 14, 
John Thorpe, British Interna- 
tional, sails for America May 22. 
He is bound for Hollywood to 
study talkers. 
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First Sound and Dialog 
Films Come to Berlin 


Berlin, May 14. 

First American sound picture to 
be shown here will be “White 
Shadows of the South Seas,” at the 
Ufa Universum, around the end of 
this month, It will be projected on 
Klangfilm, 

“The Singing Fool” will follow at 
the Gloria Palast, via Western 
Electric equipment. 


French Quota Law 
Likely to Remain 
As Debates Fail 


Paris, May 14. 
Following several conferences 


American and French motion pic- 
ture groups have failed to arrive 
at an agreement which would al- 
low American producers to continue 
to do business in France under 
reasonable conditions, 
Each group will now report to its 
government, with the understand- 
ing that the United States govern- 
ment will represent the film in- 
dustry in French disputes hereafter. 
While believed to be seriously 
concerned the French distributors 
state that in the event the pro- 
ducers who are members of the 
Hays organization should withdraw 
from France they could rely on 
American independents for product. 
It is reported that French distrib- 
utors may send representatives to 
America to negotiate with indepen- 
dents for pictures, but it seems evi- 
dent that a rumor of that kind has 
been given currency merely for 
whatever efiect it might have as a 
threat against American producer- 
distributors concerned in the out- 
come of the quota battle. 
In an interview here Sapene has 
emphatically declared that the quota 
system will be permanent until the 
French industry recovers. He ad- 
mitted that the quota might pos- 
sibly be ameliorated. It is believed 
the French government. is consid- 
ering further fiscal measures. 
Sapene denies reports that he is 
resigning and selling his interests 
to Pathe-Natan or anyone else. 
Americans Confident 
Film ‘executives here from the 
United States are still confident of 
an amicable arrangement. 

Chambre Syndicale has deeclared 
that the tariff plan isn’t agreeable 
to the French producers as the gov- 
ernment would have to enact special 
legislation for producers to get part 
of the money derived from duty. 

Authorities on both sides insist 
that this stumbling block could be 
overcome by special provision on 
the part of the government or a new 
plan, instead of the tariff, whereby 
Frenchmen will be able to tax for- 
eign pictures. 

It is believed here that both gov- 
ernments will not allow the film 
question to arouse bitter feeling in 
the face of more important negotia- 
tions on reparations, debts and 











Halske and’ tariff. 


Understanding is that under least 
satisfactory conditions present reg- 
ulations of 7 to 1 will be continued 
for another year. 

French producers are grumbling 
that they are bearing the brunt of 
all European quotas and that the 
Americans are making them the 
scapegoats, 

Confusion is likely a smoke screen 
over the plan, voiced a week ago, 
to eliminate the quota entirely. 


Revivals Lose Plenty 


London, May 14. 

“Lady of the Rose,” revival at 
Daly’s, is closing May 18 after a 
run of three weeks. 

This production try and “White 
Camelia,” another revival which 
preceded it at Daly’s, resulted in a 
loss of $55,000 to a syndicate formed 
by Harry Welchman. 

Welchman is now going to the 
Drury Lane, replacing Howett 
Worster in “New Moon.” 











Cutts Making Talker 
London, May 14. 
Graham Cutts has rejoined Gains- 
borough to remake “Wonderful” as 
a talker. 
This was his first silent produc- 
tion. 
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to send him letters demanding i.-c. 
and he will pass them on to the 
government. This letter emanated 
from the offices of Editorial Serv- 
ices, Ltd., which also sends out Brit- 
ish Talking Pictures press stuff. It 
asks support for “the efforts now 
being made by the C. E. A.,” while 
another letter from Lever declares 
“individual members of the C. E. A. 
must begin to realize how little help 
they can expect from this body.” 
Which show that when it comes to 
trying to play politics in an indus- 
try some English are fools beside 
the average American. No latter 
would act the way Lever is doing. 





Another Promotion 

Issue is due this eighth of Inter- 
national Talking Screen Produc- 
tions, Ltd., with a capital of $4,- 
250,000. Being made by George Pear- 
son (of British Screen Productions 
Company, not Welsh-Pearson). 
Promotion has been going on for 
some time and has changed around 
lots. Originally intended to group 
Emelka and Maximfilm A. G. of Ger- 
many. Deutsche Lichtspiel Syndi- 
kat, British Screen, Rayart and a 
few other things. Now worked out 
to merge Rayart, in which British 
Screen owns a controlling interest. 
Deutsche-Russische A. G. (Derussa), 
and the Staaken Filmwerke A. G. 
Latter owns the old Hansa-Lloyd 
Zeppelin sheds at Staaken, where 
arl Grune made the early Lya de 
Putti films and one curiously called 
“Arabella, the Story of a Horse,” 
featuring May Marsh. 
Understand British screen stock- 
holders are likely to get $1.50 per 
share for their $1.25 stock, not so 
bad when its present market value 
is around 85 cents. 
Pearson has been trying for 
months to put this over, and has 
had one underwriting proposition 
after another die on him, but stuck 
it out and looks like getting over. 

Figures to convert the Worton 
Hall studios for sound, . 





Silent Business Up 
May not mean anything, but M- 
G-M’s New Empire has done as well 


from page 2) 


if not a shade better with Buster 
Keaton’s “Spite Marriage” silent as 
the week before with “Alias Jimmy 
Valentine.” Putting in “Broadway 
Melody” this 11th. 

And Marble Arch with “Return of 
the Rat,” Ivor Novello feature, has 
been doing capacity business all 
week. Novello has a big London fan 
following. 

Tivoli opened well with “Shows 
boat” and figure it will stay in six 
months. 





A Change-over 


Since Tivoli pulled out its British 
Talking Pictures’ wiring and put in 
Western Electric, another theatre 
has done something like it. One 
Charles Orr, having theatres at Cove 
entry, had B. T. P. equipment, and 
got Universal to book him “Lone- 
some.” Orr put it on—and two days 
later came to town and bought an 
R.C.A. equipment on condition they 
put itin by June. R.C.A. has 10 en- 
gineers arriving next week to get 
busy generally. 





Edgar Wallace’s company, British 
Lion, has been very quiet since Ed- 
gar undertook to direct a film, and 
Sidney Olcott got a verdict for 
breach. Now they have arranged to 
have the Beaconsfield studios wired 
on Western Electric and to make 
talkies. 

By this time next year quite half 
a dozen British producers will be 
doing this. 





Pola Negri here this week. Starts 
work this 17th at Elstree for Charles 
Whittaker, with Paul Czinner di- 
recting. Will sing a Russian song in 
the film. 





Daily Mail News Reel 

Understand William Fox, W. J. 
Hutchinson (Fox head here), Es- 
mond Harmsworth and Ward Price 
(both of the Rothermere press), are 
forming a private $500,000 company 
to put out a talking newsreel to be 
made here with the aid of the Daily 
Mail news*ervice. 





ANNE NICHOLS 
LOSES U SUIT 


Judge Says “Abie” Plot 
Not Original 








Charges of plagiarism against 
Universal Pictures in the $3,000,000 
damage action taken by Anne Nich- 
ols, author of “Abie’s Irish Rose,” 
were dismissed in the United States 
District Court yesterday by Justice 
Goddard. The complaint was di- 
rected against the Universal Pic- 
tures Corporation, Carl Laemmle 
and Harry Pollard, charging that a 
Universal screen production, “Co- 
hens and Kellys,” was based on 
ideas taken from her play. 

Judge Goddard stated that, in his 
opinion, “‘Cohens and Kellys’ dif- 
fered substantially in scenes, epi- 
sodes and expressions of ideas from 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose.’” He also added 
that, since proof had been offered 
that the fundamental plot is not 
new, then it is common property. 

Judge Goodard stated that “The 
great success which ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose’ has achieved is due not to the 
mere idea or plot of the play, but 
to the author's genius in which she 
has presented the plot.” 


U’s Testimony 


Universal submitted testimony 
during the trial to the effect that 
“Cohens and Kellys” was derived 
from a play entitled “Two Blocks 
Away,” written by Aaron Hoffman, 
which had been produced on Broad- 
way by Charles Dillingham. 

Trial of the case occupied several 
weeks, during which testimony was 
taken, Universal witnesses at times 
including the entire executive staff 
from Universal city during Decem- 
ber. During the trial evidence was 
taken from experts in every branch 
of the show business, producers, 
critics, dramatists, playwrights and 
scenario writers. 

Prominence given the judicial de- 
bate in the newspapers brought the 
Paramount film production of 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” publicity but 
failed to boost grosses, The theatri- 
cal law firm of O’Brien, Malevinsky 
and Driscoll was in the limelight for’ 
several consecutive court days dur- 
ing the trial when Mr. Malevinsky 
delivered a learned exposition on 
dramatic construction toa surprised 
court, 








LASKY CERTAIN 
EUROPE SOLD 
ON TALKERS 


Paris, May 14, 

Before sailing today on the 
Leviathan, Jesse Lasky stated that 
his survey of Europe had convinced 
him that the people on this side are 
sold on talking pictures. 

Lasky said that all doubt as to 
whether or not the old world would 
accept the innovation in pictures 
has disappeared in his mind. 

Paramount will either sell the 
rights to American talkers or pro- 
duce abroad. Lasky estimated that 
it would be less expensive to re- 
produce films here. A print would 
be sent from America to the pro- 
ducer who would engage a cast to 
do exactly the same as the Amer- 
ican cast, only in their native 
language. 

Touching on the future of pic- 
tures Lasky said the industry will 
call on trained players from the 
American stage instead of engag- 
ing foreigners, such as has been the 
custom in the past. 

He added that foreign artists 
would be imported only in rare in- 


stances, putting in a plug for 
Martini. , 








LASKY’S DISCOVERY 


Paris, May 14. 

At a farewell party given for 
Jesse L. Lasky and Walter Wanger 
by Edmund Sayag last night Lasky 
was much impressed by the voice 
of Nina Martini, Italian tenor. He 
immediately gave the singer a con- 
tract for five years. 

Martini will come to America té 
make talking pictures. 





First Coast Film 


Los Angeles, May 14. 
First production of National Film 
Recording Co., (Phil Goldstone) in 
the West will be “My Life,” by Isa- 
dora Duncan. 





“Mother’s Boy” at Par 


Paramount has booked “Mother’s 
Boy” (Pathe) for the Paramount, 
New York. 

Its showing there is 


listed for 
July. 














I 
il 





























| 


Wednesday, May 15, 1929 


= 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 7 











Cleveland Razzing Sidewalk 
Spielers for Loew's Theatres 





Cleveland, May 14. 


Sidewalk theatre ballyhooers are 
getting the razzberry from local 
newspaper critics, besides drawing 
threating frowns from downtown 
office building owners and man- 
agers. 

Three Loew theatres have spotted 
usher boy-barkers in front of their 
box offices to drum biz. They are 
getting most of the fire. Associa- 
tion of building owners and man- 
agers, backed up by the local real 
estate board, contend these bally- 
hooers are souring tenants on eer- 
tain locations and hurting property 
values. 

One Loew house started the 
racket several months ago by in- 
stalling a loud speaker on top of 
the marquee. -Its squawkings so 
annoyed building owners and man- 
agers that they had the city pro- 
hibit it. 

Declaring the theatre spieler gag 
to be just as much of a nuisance, 
they are out now to stop all bally- 
hoo from the avenue. This will 
include music and radio supply 
store loud speakers. 

Exaggerated . ballyhoo 
drew pot-shots from the news- 
papers. For example, the gag-line 
of State’s barker is “This is the 
greatest picture of the _ year.” 
Allen’s “The best picture yet.” 
Cameo, “Do not miss this show, be- 
cause it is one of the finest of the 
season.” 

In ajripping article, George Davis, 
Press critic, suggested that the 
barkers be given more snappier and 
more original lines. He scored the- 
atre owners, saying “they must 
think Clevelanders are a lot of saps 
who will fall for any sort of side- 
show ballyhoo, although it would 
get by on Broadway.” 


Can’t Find Man for 
“Angels’”’ Nosedive Retake 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

“Hell's Angels” is still unfinished. 
Two shots remain, one a simple 
double exposure on an interior. Sec- 
ond is getting the realism into a 
falling bombing plane. 

In spite of the crash which kill- 
ed the pilot a few weeks ago, Caddo 
is again seeking a daredevil flyer 
who will send a big bomber into a 
dive at 4,000 feet and exit via para- 
chute. So far no such individual 
has come around. Cameras got the 
first fatality in full. 

Al Wilson, the stunt flyer who re- 
cently jumped from a Sikorsky 
bomber in which Phil Jones; 29, a 
mechanic, fell to his death during 
a scene for “Hell's Angels,” has been 
expelled from the Special Pilots’ 
Association. He also has been sus- 
pended as a transport pilot by ac- 
tion of the U. S. Dept. of Commerce 
Aeronautical Branch for’ three 
months and fined $500. 

Expulsion from the Pilots’ Asso- 
ciation was brought about on the 
charge that he violated the unwrit- 
ten law of the air and crashed the 
distance from a ‘public school. 
plane in a populated area a short 


is what 











Warners’ Cabinet System 


Los Angeles, May 14. 
Warners is establishing a follow 
through of directorial supervision 
Similar to Fox's new cabinet sys- 





tem. 

Lucien Hubbard and Anthony 
Coldeway, the former resigning 
from M-G-M to accept the post, 


will be clothed with the necessary 
authority. They will watch all 
Warner productions from the sce- 
nario to the cutting departments, 





Brandt Broker Manager 


Harry Brandt, formerly of Brandt 
Bros., Brooklyn theatre operators 
who sold out to Fox, has assumed 
co-management of the branch of- 
fice of Ira Haupt & Co. in the Bond 
building. 








ALL DOING IT 


Latest talker gag: 





Old Clothes Man: “Hi cash 
clothes!” 

Lady (poking head out of 
window): “Come back at 3 
o'clock; [ll have an old suit 
for you.” 

0. C. M.: “Kent, lady. Hi'm 


meking a vitaphun test den.” 











Tom Mix’s Income 
For 3 Yrs. in Jam; 


Earned $1,100,000 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

With the indictment of Tom Mix, 
Eugene Forde, picture director, John 
D. Hill, press agent, and J. Marjorie 
Berger, income tax expert on va- 
rious counts of attempting to de- 
fraud the government of income tax 
returns, Assistant U. S. District At- 
torney Ames Peterson says further 
bills will follow against picture 


people and expert tax advisers. 
Peterson says government has lost 
about $1,000,000 in taxes during the 
past year through fraud. He ex- 
pects to collect them besides pen- 
alizing the people who participated. 

Four indictments were returned 
against the Mix group. It is charged 
a plot was entered into to defraud 
the government out of $110,000. Mix 
was named alone in one indict- 
ment, Miss Berger alone in another 
and in two additional bills charging 
conspiracy the pair with Forde and 
Hill were named. Forde is a 
brother-in-law of Mix’s and Hill 
was the latter’s press agent for past 
three years. 

Mix is alleged to have made over- 
statements in connivance with Miss 
Berger of legal deductions for 1925, 
1926 and 1927, approximating $500,- 
000. Forde is charged with falsely 
representing himself as business 
manager for Mix at a salary of 
$12,006 and Mix himself paying the 
income tax on the alleged fictitious 
salary. Hill was charged with rep- 
resenting himself falsely as per- 
sonal representative at $15,000 a 
year, Mix also being charged with 
paying the tax on this asserted fic- 
titious salary. 

Income 


For 1925 government claims Mix 
received a gross income of $346,091 
with allowable deductions of $18,471, 
leaving a net taxable income of 
$327,619.83, and tax due the govern- 
ment of $72,918. 

In returns prepared for that year 
by Miss Berger the figures were 
correct as to gross income, but de- 
ductions were $183,070, net taxable 
income $163,026 and tax $31,769. 

For 1926 the government com- 
putes gross income at $405,020 with 
tax due $86,835, while tax paid gov- 
ernment was $52,017. For 1927 
gross income is set at $412,640 with 
tax due, $87,450; tax paid, $51,303. 

Bail for Mix was set at $15,000 
and also for Miss Berger who was 
previously indicted on other charges 
and $5,000 each for Forde and Hill. 
The two men and Mix are now on 
tour. Bonds for the three men 
will be filed here by Claude I. Par- 
ker, attorney for Mix. Parker lays 





all the blame on “tax experts” andj; 


says that Mix never had any in- 
tention of defrauding the govern- 
ment. 





Minneapolis, May 14. 
Tom Mix and Jack Hill, his press 
agent, differed in Toledo over han- 
dling some publicity, and Hill quit 
Mix. 
Hill formerly 
man in this city. 


was a newspaper 


FOX-WARNER-PAR 
IN PHILLY GLASH 


Stanley Squeezed in Fight 
Between Fox and Mast- 
baum—New Element in 
Overseated Section Is Im- 
pending—4,200-Seat Fox 
House—Publix Units Go 
to Stanley 





BANK GROUP SHADOW 


Philadelphia, May 14. 


Three-cornered fight for business 
between the two Warner-Stanley 
houges on one side and the Fox 
house on the other is regarded here 
as the introductory skirmish to 
widespread trade battles involving 
the big new producer-theatre op- 
erator groups and their banking 
allies. 

Status of the battle now is that 
the Fox and the new Mastbaum are 
running neck and neck to over- 
whelming business, but in the 
struggle the Stanley (Stanley-War- 
ner) has been badly squeezed. This 
house, which followed a policy of 
first run pictures backed by a five- 
act specialty show, has broken line 
and this week goes into the stage 
band show frame up with Warings 
Pennsylvanians the heavily billed 
feature and two weeks hence gets 
Publix units. 

The Fox is spending till it hurts, 
going for as much as $10,000 for its 
stage show, a de luxe specialty type 
running toward half-hour revues 
headed by a “name,” and class 
specialty people spotted where they 
can be fitted in. Film feature is 
played down in the advertising and 
on the marquee alike and stage per- 
sonalities exploited. 


Contrasting Type 


Mastbaum tries for a contrasting 
type of show, playing up its sym- 
phony orchestra and big stage per- 
sonnel and consistently laying off 
the display of act names. Never- 
theless it does not always depend 
upon its permanent personnel, 
plugging spots in the unit enter- 
tainment ‘with material booked in 
from week to week mostly comedy 
turns. 

The present status of the Fox- 
Mastbaum battle appears to be but 
the beginning of an engagement 
destined to extend along a wider 
line. The Fox technique apparently 
is to maintain business at the Fox 
theatre at any cost, making the Fox 
name and type of show stand up in 
the eye of the local public against 
the time when the new $11,000,000 
Fox houge opens a block north of 
the present stand. Probably the Fox 
office is content to break even on 
house operation indefinitely for that 
reason. 

Situation becomes further compli- 
cated May 20 when Publix units go 
into the Stanley, reflecting perhaps 
the new amalgamation of Para- 
mount and Warner Bros. It is this 
development that gives to the 
Philadelphia line up the peculiar in- 
terest of the first clash between the 
increasing huge producer-chain 
groups, 

Publix units in the Stanley, of 
course, set up some sort of new 
competition between the Stanley 
and the Mastbaum, which are only 
a block apart on Market street. 
With Publix units at the Stanley 
and a modified Roxy policy in the 
Mastbaum, the same company is 
bidding against itself to a certain 
extent, in addition to fighting the 
Fox only four blocks away. When 
the new Fox gets into operation 
(ground has been cleared, but no 
construction shows) the situation 
will be that much more intricate, 
the new Fox location being at 17th 
and Market right in the midst of 
the narrow field of action. 


Situation Typical 


This Philadelphia salient being in 
many respects typical of big town 
‘ea up of competing film interests, 


(Continued on page 66) 








GROUP CONFLICT 





Golf Practice Ranges Are Hobby 





Of Twilight Hours for Hollywood 





. 
SENSELESS CENSORS 


Philadelphia, May 14. 

This town’s film censor's, now 
seriously meddling with screen 
dialog, slipped an _ uninten- 
tional snicker into “Voice of 
the City” (Cosmopolitan), at 
the local Stanley last week. 
The bull was so comical that 
it almost seemed staged. 

The censorship boys thought 
ill of a portion of a male 
character's speech in the pic- 
ture and ordered the dialog 
out. The character went 
through the same motions, but 
in dead silence. As he fin- 
ished saying nothing, the girl 
in the scene said, “Ssh! Don't 
talk so loud.” 


Double Talker Bill 
In London $1 Top 
To $7,000 Gross 














London, May 2. 

A weekly average gross at the Re- 
gal in London, 2,500 seats, playing 
to a top of $1 with a double feature 
talker bill, is around $7,000. 

The features, mostly from Warner 
Brothers, play on percentage. There 
is little matinee trade, although the 
house opens at two in the afternoon. 
Dependence is placed on the night 
show. A few seats in the Regal are 
held at $2. Lowest price is 65c. 

A recent double talker bill at the 
Regal held “Lion and Mouse” and 
“Sonny Boy.” Shorts are shown, 





As far as known, so far no theatre 
in the U. S., unless a one-day player, 
has used two full length talkers on 
one bill. 


Out of “Marianna” 


Los Angeles, May 14, 

In making a talking version of 
“Marianna,” Metro production star- 
ring Marion Davies, two stage play- 
ers who appeared in the silent ver- 
sion, Oscar Shaw and _ Robert 
Ames, are being eliminated, 

Reason given at the studio is 
that these actors have New York 
engagements.- Shaw is being re- 
placed by Lawrence Gray, and Cliff 
Edwards will fill for Ames. Benny 
Rubin is also in the cast. 

The sound version of “Marianna” 
will be entirely different from the 
silent. Robert Leonard directed 
both, 


M-G Figures “Inkies” 
Save Studio $300,000 Yrly. 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

M-G-M is following the “inkies.” 
It has just purchased a $10,000 con- 
signment of incandescent bulbs. 
About the only carbon lamps stu- 
dios now are using are the 30 and 
60 inch sunarcs. 

Electric department of M-G fig- 
ures that through use of “ikies” a 
unit saves a half hour a day. 

On a basis of five companies a 
day working throughout the year 
calculation is that the studio saves 
over $300,000 in 12 months in this 
way. 














AIR STUNTS ALSO 


Los Angeles, May 14. 
An actress: who must 
part and speak well, besides will- 
ing to do stunts in an airplane, has 
not so far been located from among 
the 35 tests taken by Harry Cohn, 
Columbia, for “Flight.” 
Blanche Sweet may be it for the 





role. 


look the 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

“Golf practice ranges” are the 
latest hobby of the golf nut here. 
Eight of these have sprung “up in 
the wide open spaces within mu- 
nicipal limits for the benefit of 
those ambitious to improve their 
game and incidentally of owners of 
tax-eating property. 

One of these on Fairfax, near 
centre of Wilshire district, is fair 
sample of others. Here is a cleared 
space 300 by 900 feet in area, over 
six acres. It will accommodate 25 
players at onetime. Stakes 
erected on each side mark distances 
of 100, 150, 200 and 250 yards. 
Guests pay 75 cents for slamming 
125 balls, taking their own time. 

Proprietor says some ambitious 
ones dispose of 400 tor 500 balls an 
hour, with result they get lamed 
and fall to return. He says com- 
plaints of this sort are more fre- 
quent on ranges where it is the 
rule to charge 40 cents half hour or 
75 cents an hour, player to use as 
many balls as he likes, 

Guests must bring their own 
clubs and teepins, although as to 
latter they are usually forgotten 
and it is up to range to dig them. 
One proprietor says he might make 
money if he could get a cheaper 
line of balls. He referred to one 
large order of factory repaints he 
bought, guaranteed to be without a 
cut in the lot. When the gang fell 
on them on the range it was learned 
gashes had been painted in and 
were as suddenly knocked open, 

Busiest hours are two final of 


daylight. That's when the men 
swarm in. Forenoon brings many 
women, Instructor on course will 


give lessons at $2 for half hour. 
Number of ranges is increasing, as 
it is considered with 40 golf courses 
in southern California there must 
be plenty fans who will fall for the 
novelty. 


Sheehan Announcing Only 


Fox Silent is Newsreel 


Winfield R. Sheehan will an- 
nounce at the Fox sales convention 
here early in June that the only 
silent product on the new produc- 
tion schedule will be the quiet ver- 
sion of the newsreel. None of the 
features nor the shorts will be du- 
plicated without the sound track, 

The reason for retaining the 
newsreel is that silent camerag can 
get angle and coverage forever out 
of the range of sound trucks or 
portable apparatus. Again, the si- 
lent reel is reported to have made 
more money during the past year 
than in any other in its existence, 


LOEW PROFITS JUMP 


Net Up Nearly 20 Per Cent, Show- 
ing Rate Around $6.50 

















Loew’s, Inc., reported income for 
28 weeks, up to March 10, represent- 
ing period from August to March 
at $5,251,958 after depreciation and 
taxes but before preferred divi- 
dends. Roughly this represents 
about $6.50 on the year per share 
of common of which there are 1,- 
355,129 shares outstanding. 

Net for the period represents an 
increase of nearly 20 per cent over 
preceding similar period. Figures 
and comparisons are as follows: 

1929. 1928, 1927. 1926. 
Op. prf.7,376, 267 6,230,995 5,544,223 vee 
Dp, tx..2,124,309 1,807,135 1,656,569 


Nt prof.5,251,958 4,423,860 3,887,654 3,692,683 





P, A. to Sales Mgr. 
Pittsburgh, May 14. 

Harold B. Dygert, publicity for 
Stanley-WB here, leaves to become 
sales manager for the Essenbee 
company, local distributors for At- 
water-Kent. 

Replaced by Larry Jacobs, Dy- 
gert’s assistant for a year. 


Dygert is the second of the old 
Rowland and Clark staff to leave 
the Stanley-WB fold here. Bill 





Kirsch, film booker, also resigned, 
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PICTURE GROSSES _ 











Bridge’ Gives State L. A. Lead, $33,800: 


‘Show Boat’ Away 


Smartly for $16,000 





Biz Generally Off— 


“Mary Dugan” Strong at $15,000 


—Paramount $23,000—“Black Watch” $12,000 


Los Angeles, May 14. 


(Drawing Population, 1,460,000) 
Weather: Very warm 

Another week of off business. 
State managed to capture laurels by 
running almost $9,000 ahead of any 
competing ‘house with “Bridge of 
San Luis Rey.” Strong stage bill 
aided. 

““Show Boat” got away to a good 
start at the Biltmore, trade picking 
up as the week went along. Picture 
ata exceedingly well on 14 shows 
by getting around $16,000. jrau- 
man’s Chinese “Broadway Melody” 
is still jogging along at a profit- 
able pace. “Black Watch” opened 
Wednesday night at the Carthay 
Circle for $5, getting around $4,500 
on tkis opening show. Trade re- 
mained very good for the balance 
of the week. 

Ever since the Paramount has 
stopped using billboards trade has 
tapered. Seems as though elimina- 
tion of the 24-sheets has put quite a 
dent into trade. “Desert Song,” in 
its, fifth and final week at Warners, 
held up and played to much repeat 
business. “Trial of Mary Dugan” 
hit well in its initial week at the 
Criterion. MHillstreet had a good 
week with “Hot Stuff” and “Co- 
quette,” in fifth week, just slipped 
below $20,000, 

“Hearts in Dixie” had help from 
the Horace Heidt Californians 
(band) at the Egyptian, while the 
Boulevard did far better than ex- 
pected with “Syncopation” and a 
Benny Rubin stage show atmos- 
pherically adapted. 

Upon conclusion: of “The Black 
Watch” at the Carthay Circle, fig- 
ured for about four weeks, “Ma- 
dame X” (M-G) will come in. 

“Broadway Melody,” hitting around 
$25,000, has had its final four weeks 
announced. Average stop for a pic- 
turé at Grauman’s Chinese is $14,- 
0060. However, for this picture the 
cost of the stage show and general 
operating expense with the percen- 
taige given to the picture company, 
is such it would not be feasible 
to operate until the regular stop is 
reached, 

With the closing of “Melody,” 
M-G’s “Hollywood Revue,” produced 
by Harry Rapf, will enter. No stage 
entertainment for the new entry. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Biltmore (Erlanger) “Show Boat” 
Gialog (U) (1,550; 50-$1.50) (2nd 
Week). With $5 premiere doing 
around $5,200, trade built to near 
$16,000. 

Boulevard (Fox) “Syncopation,” 
dialog (Radio) (2,164; 25-50). Far 
bétter than expected at $6,600. 

Carthay Circle (Fox) “Black 
Watch,” dialog (Fox) (1,5€0; 25- 
$1.50 (Ist week). Got around $4,400 
at $5 premiere with take for that 
and remaining four days around 
$12, 000. 

‘Criterion (Fox) “Trial of Mary 
Dugan,” dialog (M-G) (1,600; 25- 
75) (24 week). Started to $5 pre- 
miere and on initial week around 


$15,000. 
Egyptian (UA-Fox) “Hearts in 
Dixie,” dialog (Fox) (1,800; 25-75). 


Had extended downtown run and 
good is here; Heidt Californians 
(band) on stage; about $7,700. 

Grauman’s Chinese (UA) “Broad- 
way Melody” dialog (M-G) (2,028 
25-$1) (15th week). Excursions be- 
ing used to bring in enough trade 
to insure capacity on early nights 
of week; $25,000. 

Hillstreet (RKO) “Hot Stuff” dia- 
leg) (FN) (2,950; 25-75). Alice 
White’s name means much out 
here; with vaude, around $16,000. 

Loew’s State (Loew-Fox) “Bridge 
of San Luis Rey” dialog (M-G) 
(2,042; 25-$1). With exceptional ex- 
ploitation and showed strong re- 


turns: Rube Wolf and F. & M. 

“Idea” credited for help; $33,800. 
Paramount (Pub.). “Hole in the 

Wiill.”; dialog (Par); (3,595; 25-75). 


Title didn’t mean a thing locally; 
with billboard displays taken away 
house had lowest gross since tak- 
ing on new name; close to $23,000. 

United Artists (UA). “Coquette,” 
dialog (UA); (2,100; 25c-$1); 5th 
week.). Matinees fell off but nights 


held up; $18,150 healthy profit all 
around. 

Warner Bros. (WB), “Desert 
Song,” dialog (WB); (2,756- 25-75); 


(5th and final week). Last minute 
rush; trade as good as previous 
week, around $22,000. 


ON THE MOVE 

‘ Los Angeles, May 14. 

Pathe’s “Jail Bound,” fourth in 
*Wildcat” series using colored play- 
ers, is in work. Total time so far 
is less than six weeks. 

Company is w®rking under a plan 
ef two directors, As one finishes 
he writes the continuity for follow- 
ing subject, which goes into pro- 
duction when players finish preced- 
ing Sim. 





+ 





“Press” Fails to Interest 
Balto Flaps—Off $17,000 


Baltimore, May 14. 


(Draw. Pop., 850,000) 
Weather: Fair 
The races at Pimlico put the skids 
under most of the b. o’s. during the 
mat hours last week. With the big 
track getting a 40,000 draw for the 
Preaknegs on Friday, indoor sport 
had opposition. 
For the first time since “Broad- 
way Melody” opened there the big 
Stanley topped the Century last 
week. “Coquette” was the reason, 
with “Gentlemen of the Press” at 
the Century. The: uptown Parkway 
came through very well with “Wild 
Party.” Combo. Keith’s was off, 
with “Scandal” on the screen. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Century (Loew) “Gentlemen of 
Press” (3,200; 25-60). Newspaper 
lingo meant nothing to flappers, 
who passed this one up in favor of 
“Coquette.” Big stage show, “Pearls 
of Bagdad,” and special music pro- 
gram. Off week; $17,000/ 
Stanley (Loew-Stanley-Crandall) 
“Coquette” (3,600; 25-60). Mixed 
reviews. Flapper appeal and drew 
well for the mats. Satisfactory at 
$22,000. 
Valencia (Loew-U.A.) “Broadway 
Melody” (1,500; 25-50) (5th week, 
final). Continued well. Bettered 
average single week draw here. 
About $4,500. 
Keith’s' (Schanberger’s) “Scandal” 
and vaude (3,200; 25-50). Last min- 
ute shift in vaude personalities. 
Business off. Races affecting, and 
losing other patrons to ‘‘Coquette”; 
$12,000. 
Parkway (Loew-U.A.) “The Wild 
Party.” Ran neck and neck with 
downtown Valencia. Good week at 
$4,500, 


Denver Slowed Down Last 
Wk.—High Gross, $15,000 


Denver, May 14. 
Theatre row business poor last 
week. Aladdin, Denver and Or- 
pheum did well. 
Publix officials in town discussing 
plans for the new Publix house 
here. It is understood it will be at 
16th and Glenarm, directly across 
from the Denver Theatre, Publix’s 
de luxe house here. 
With all the new houses being 
built uptown, the famous old Curtis 
Street is losing its glamor and the 
crowds are flocking to the new 
houses. 
Theatres’ loss of business last 
week mostly due to the annual Mu- 
sic Week affair. 
Denver, a Publix house, did well 
with Richard Dix in “Nothing But 
the Truth.” 

Aladdin and America had “Hearts 
in Dixie,” picture of Southland, 
causing favorable comment. This is 
the first time the two Huffman 
houses have shown the same fea- 
ture. 

Denver's amusement parks, Lake- 
side and Elitch’s Gardens, opened 
Saturday. Elitch’s Gardens stock will 
not open until June 9. 


Estimates for Last Week. 


Denver.—Publix, “Nothing but the 
Truth,” Publix revue, “Topsy Turvy 
Town,” good week, $15,000. 

Aladdin.—“Hearts in Dixie,” good, 
$4,500. 

America.— 
$4,200. 

Tabor Grand—“Strange Cargo,” 
“Gobs of Joy” idea, fair, $9,000. 

Rialto — Publix — “Chinatown 
Nights,” fair, $3,000. 

Ogden—"“Clear the Deck,” 
$4,000. 











“Hearts in Dixie,” good, 


good, 





Good Shows in St. L., With 
“Rag Doll” Top at $35,300 


St. Louis, May 14. 
(Draw Pop, 950,000) 
Weather: Fair 

A fair week all around, with the 
weather better than for a month. 
All houses had good attractions, 
with comedy strong. ° 

Estimates for Last Week 

Ambassador (3,000; 35-50-65-75)— 
“Glad Rag Doll,” Ed Lowry’s stage 
show. Did very well; $35,300 

Fox (6,000; 35-75)—“Thru Differ- 
ent Eyes” (Fox). Good mystery 
picture and elaborate stage show; 

Loew’s State (3,300; 25-35-65)— 
“Mary Dugan” (M-G-M) shorts; as 
good as the stage play; $27,200. 

Missouri (3,800; 25-35-65-75)— 
“Hardboiled Rose’; Harry Rose’s 
stage show; Times’ Beauty Pageant 
‘Thursday night at $1; $17,000. 

Grand . Central (1,700; 650-75)— 
“Show Boat,” 3d week and still 
strong. 
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NINE CONSECUTIVE YEARS 


The enviable record of MEYER 
DAVIS’ ORCHESTRA at the NEW 
OCEAN HOUSE, one of the most 
important rendezvous of the elite 
along the North Shore. 


The concerts and dances played 
by Meyer Davis’ Orchestra have 
contributed largely to the success- 
ful summer social activities of this 
important hostelry. 








‘Innocents,’ F risco, 
Goes Well, $23,500; 
Voice City’ Slides 


San Francisco, May 14. 
(Drawing Pop., 762,000) 
Weather: Clear and Warm 

No sensation last week and in 
most cases a falling off. Warfield 
again assumed leadership notwith- 
standing a shading in the returns. 
Second week at the Granada 
showed a_ decided slump for 
“Coquette,” leaving Friday. Maurice 
Chevalier was an attraction at the 
California. 

A decided stir occurred around 
the Embassy Thursday when “The 
Desert Song’ made its debut. The 
first dialog and singing operetta 
was augmented on opening day by 
the appearance of Carlotta King 
and Louise Fazenda. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Warfield (Loew) (2,672; 50-65- 
90) “Voice of City” (M.G.). Did not 
score heavily; slid to $29,000. 
| Granada (Publix) (2,698; 35-50- 
60-$1) “Coquette” (U.A.). Could not 
stand up for 2d week. Gross down 
to $18,800. “Truth” current. 
California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
65-90) “Innocents, of Paris (Par). 
Liked Frenchman for $23,500. 

St. Francis (Publix) (1,275; 35- 
50-65) “The Letter” (Par). Second 
run downtown; $7,200; good here, 
Embassy (Wagnon) (1,367; 50-65- 
90) “No Defense” (W.B.). Could not 
stand more than week; $9,000. 
Davies (Wagnon) (1,350; 50-65- 
90) “Hearts in Dixie.” Two weeks 





only; 2d week, $10,000. 

Columbia — “Broadway Melody” 
(M.G.) 3d week; very well at 
$17,000. 





LaRocque In “Woman” Film 
Rod LaRocque for Radio Pictures 
will play in “A Woman Decides. 
Title temporary. 


_ Weseestay, By 15, 1929 
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“Rag Doll” $12 000 in Loop: H. 0 





‘Letter,’ Seattle, $14,000; 


Seattle, May 14. 
(Draw Pop, 500,000 
Weather: Cool 


Business tough last week. Sur- 
feit of seats brought on by opening 
of Fox theatre more apparent than 
ever. Showmen losing sleep figur- 
ing how to keep out of the red. 

Opening week of Fox good at all 
showshops, with half the population 
turning out, some 200,000, of which 
the Fox got $23,700 worth. Second 
week of “Broadway” Melody” at the 
Fox gave the picture a $42,000 gross 
in two weeks in Seattle. 

Now it’s different, and “The Di- 
vine Lady” will have anything but 
a divine time holding on for two 
weeks, as scheduled. Dandy picture 
but weakly titled. 

John Hamrick moved out “Co- 
quette” after month of good run. 
“Alibi” to come, and no protests. 

“The Letter disappointed at the 
Seattle. Nice stuff, but off at b. o. 

Fifth Avenue up some with great 
court story, “Different Eyes.” Or- 
pheum only fair with tts first talker, 
“Black Waters.” Pan did so-so 
with “Scandal.” Columbia and Win- 
ter Garden came along fairly strong, 
but the town on the whole not 
showing such a wallop just now 
Too early for tourists to visit here. 
Some fine weather Sunday 
brought out the theatre’s greatest 
competitor, auto trip. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Seattle (Pub) (3,106; 25-60)—“The 
Letter (Par). Eddie Cantor fea- 
tured in the advertising in talking 
short. Fair but below merit of 
shown. Down at $14,000. 

Fifth Avenue (ox) (2,500; 25-60) 


—‘Through Different Eyes” (Fox). 
Winner. Held tense interest. Fan- 
chon and Marco “Futurist Idea” 


clever but not hot. 
Fox (2,500; 


$15,200. 
5-60)—"‘The Divine 


Lady” (FN). Historic background 
makes this great picture. In for 
two weeks. Talking short, “What a 


Day,” total loss. $15,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 50- 
75)—“Coquette” (UA). In final 
week, after good four weeks’ run. 
$7,300. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 50- 
75-$1)—"“Show Boat” (U). 4th week 
to nice returns. $11,000. 

Columbia (U) (1,000; 25-35)— 
“Carnation Kid” (Par) and “Man- 
hattan Cocktail” (Par) split week. 
Good show. Business picking up 
slightly here. $3,400. 

Winter Garden (U chain) (650; 


25)—"“The Lariat Kid” (U) about 
the best Hoot Gibson. “Cloud 
Dodger” (U) on split-week policy. 
Good. $2,900. 


Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25)—‘Blue 
Skies” (Fox). Slow. $3,500. 

Pantages (1,500; 25-60)—‘“Scan- 
dal” (U). Laura La Plante’s name 
in lights. Vaude. Better biz. $6,600. 

Orpheum (2,700; 25-$1)—"“Black 
Waters” (Pathe). All-talker, sound 
effect, great. Biz up a little. $8,900. 


TIFFANY’S WRITERS 


Los Angeles, May 14. 
Tiffany-Stahl has signed Charles 
Logue, Charles Kenyon, Waldo 








write originals. 





Montreal, May 14, 
(Draw. Pop., 600,000) 
Weather: Fine and Cold 

Quebec Board of Censors tore 
loose on the films here last week, 
making almost a new picture out of 
“Syncopation” and cutting out a 
subtitle in “Outcast” that left the 
audience guessing. 

Outside of this, it was a fair week 
despite cold and sometimes wet. 
Tourist. biz has not yet got going, 
but French-Canadian holiday Thurs- 
day helped. 

Capitol topped the town with 
$21,000 for “Syncopation,” which 
suffered some from the _ censors, 
even musical items being cut here 
and there. Fans had advance shots 
of this picture previous week and 
were disappointed when nothing 
like them appeared when the cen- 
sors were through. 

Repeat of “Weary River” brodied 
at the Palace with a drop of $7,000 
from previous week. 

Loew's keeps to a fair average 
weekly, and “The Spieler,” backed 
with better than usual vaude, 
brought in the fans. Approaching 
the summer doldrums, this house 
shows little sign of falling off while 
not getting anything beyond its 
average. $14,500 fair gross. 

Imperial swung back into the big 





Pepe Oe We Be i peal : ‘ 


Despite Ruinous Montreal Censors, 
“Syncopation” Leads Town at $21,000 





gross with one of the best 
bills and pictures in weeks. “Out- 
cast” made a big hit and would 
have done better but for censorship. 
Trixie Friganza headlined the vaude 
and got a big following. $10,000. 

Neighborhoods picked up from 
previous week with grosses a little 
above average. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-65) —“Syn- 
copation” (Radio). Jumped house 
into first place with $21,000, much 
over last and average week’s tak- 
ings. Would: have done even better 
but for censorship mauling. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-65)— 
“Weary River” (FN). Took steep 
nose dive from previous week but 
totaled close to $40,000 on two 
weeks. This house has been show- 
ing big time pictures recently and 
is following with “Singing Fool” 
this week. Second week of “River” 
$16,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60)—"The 
Spieler” (Pathe), and vaude. Big 
Top picture popular and backed 
with average good vaude held usual 
figure here at $14,500. 

Imperial (RKO) (1,900; 35-75)— 
“Outcast” (FN) and vaude. Fine 
picture and stand-out vaude. §$10,- 
000, big. 


vaude 





Fox’s 2 Houses, $30,200 


Twithell and Arthur Guy Empey tol 


+> 
Chicago, May 14 
Weather: Favorable 
With all one-week stands regis- 
tering better than average and the 


run houses descending normally, 
the Loop had a very contented look 
on its pan last week. Only new 
run entrant was “Weary River” at 
the Roosevelt, taking off prettily 
rith $35,600. 

Chicago continued its forte period 
with $52,000 for “Divine Lady.” 
Critics gave it the best notices of 
the week, and absence of dialog had 
no effect on the box-office. “Dona- 
van Affair’ was strong at the 
State-Lake at $26,000, helped by 
good extra exploitation. 

After a couple of middling pic- 
tures lasting one week, Orpheum 
drew $12,000 on opening of “Glad 
Rag Doll” and is holding it over. 
“Dangerous Woman,” at the Orien- 
tal, let the house slip only $1,000 
under “Sonny Boy's” previous $38,- 
000. Much better than the house 
has been doing recently. Monroe 
was another to jump from a series 
of average weeks, getting $5,800 
with “Old Arizona” after a Loop 
ru. Picture had played the big 
neighborhood stands, 

“Coquette,” which got $43,500 at 
United Artists and established a 
second-week record, put over an- 
other high mark with $35,000 for its 
third week. Missed the house rec- 
ord on opening by $2,000, getting 
$45,000. McVicker’s dropped to $27,- 


000 with “Broadway Melody” in 
fifth week, still showing quite a 
profit. Leaves Thursday. 


Hovering four weeks between 
$16,000 and $17,000, “Noah’s Ark,” 
at the Woods, eased to $13,000 on 
the fifth. Only $2 picture in town. 

Interest this week is centered on 
the “Letter,” playing the 4,400-seat 
Chicago for adults only. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix), “Divine Lady,” 
sound (FN) and stage show (4,400; 
50-75). Dropped $11,000 under pre- 
vious week of Tom Mix in person, 
but still considerably above usual 
with $52,000. 

McVicker’s (Publix), “Broadway 
Melody,” dialog (MG) (1,865; 50-75). 
Fifth week, dropped $5,000 to $27,- 


000. Out this week after high 
money run. 

Monroe (Fox) “Old Arizona,” dia- 
log (Fox) (1,000; 50-75). Second 


Loop showing, also following book- 
ing in neighborhood de luxes; good 


at $5,800. 

Oriental (Publix), “Dangerous 
Woman,” dialog (Par) and “Bright 
Lights” unit (3,500; 50-75). “Sonny 


Boy” lifted house out of slump pre- 


vious week with $38,000, and 
“Woman” followed through with 
$37,000. 

Orpheum (WB), “Glad Rag Doll,” 
dialog (WB) (760; 50). High at 
$12,000, and held over. 

Roosevelt (Publix, “Weary Riv- 
er,” dialog (FN) (1,500; 50-75). 


Opened powerfully at $35,600. 

State-Lake (RKO), “Donovan Af- 
fair,” dialog (Col) and vaude (2,700; 
50-75). Columbia all-talker made 
fine Loop showing at $26,000. 

United Artists (UA), “Coquette,” 
dialog (UA) (1,700; 50-75). Third 
week with $32,000 set another rec- 
ord; also record at $43,500. 

Woods (Shubert), “Noah’s Ark,” 
dialog (WB) (1,257; $1.50-$2). Fifth 
week, $13,000; held between $16,000 
and $17,000 on first four weeks. 


“Rainbow” $14,900, H. 0., 
In Dowling’s, Providence 


Providence, May 14. 
(Draw. Pop., 315,000.) 
Weather, Fair. 

Eddie Dowling’s “Rainbow Man,” 
at the Strand, proved to be the most 
exciting thing the town has had in 
many moons. For the first time in 
years house holding feature for sec- 
ond week. 

“Mary Dugan,” at Loew's State, 
had a hefty week and came near 
hanging up a new high record for 
house. “Divine Lady” at Majestic 
was way off, while “Godless Girl’ at 
the Victory gave house good break. 


Estimates for Last Week. 

Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50).— 
“Mary Dugan” (M- -G-M), and wow 
of support bill; $23,000; good. 

Strand (Ind.).—“Rainbow Man” 
(2,200; 15-50), (Sono-Art), also talk- 
ing shorts. Only raves for Eddie 
Dowling. Natives turned out strong 
for Dowling, who hails from these 
parts. Holds over with Dowling do- 
ing @ personal for one day. Sensa- 
tional at $14,900, 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50).— 
“Divine Lady,” sound), (FN). Fea- 
ture failed to create‘any excitement. 
Close to average at $11,900. 

Victory (RKO), (1,600; 15-50).— 
“Godless Girl’ (Pathe). Well liked 
for unusual story. $8,200; okay 

Fay’s (Fay), (1,600: 15-50).— 
“Hardboiled Rose,” (WB), vaude. 
— average. $10,800; nobody kick- 
ng 
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Tom Mix Got $40,000 for Minnesota: 


Dramatic Stock 2d, $16,250—Great!) yun) THEMSELVES 


“Show Boat” Still Strong in 


Minneapolis, May 14. 

(Drawing Population, 500,000) 

Weather: Favorable 

Tom Mix in person at the Minne- 
sota and a dramatic stock at the 
Shubert tied up the town last week. 
With Mix at 75c and the stock $2 
at night, it just must have been | 
that entertainment seekers didn’t 
have any dough left for the remain- 
ing box offices. 

Mix pulled 
the Minnesota. 
largest week 
versary 
ably 
by 
akhw. 

And to think of a dramatic stock 
company beating every house in 
town with a single exception! Flor- 
ence Reed was guest star in “The 
Shanghai Gesture” and a gross of 
$16,250, verified by a glimpse of the 
box oflice statement. 

“Broadway Melody” in its second 
and last week at the 2,300-seat 
State and a Gilbert picture, “Desert 
Nights,” tegether with the heavily 
exploited U. S. Indian band at the 
2.890-seat Hennenin-Orpheum, were 
the also rans. At that, “The Broad- 
way Melody” made a very respect- 
able showing for its fortnight, al- 
though much better box office re- 
sults had heen expected. The Gil- 
bert picture, silent, was a flop and 
the U. S. Indian band did not dem- 
onstrate the anticipated drawing 
power. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Minnesota (I. & R.-Publix) 
£00; 75) “Nothing But Truth” 
‘Tom Mix and “Tony” in person and 
“Cheerio,”’ Publix unit stage show. 
All-around good show, but entire 
credit for draw goes to Mix. Rich- 
ard Dix no magnet here but picture 
well liked. Stage show also went 
over nicely. Gene Sheldon, new m. 
c., made impression at debut. Sat- 
urday and Sunday takings of $16,000 
near record, but rest of week did not 
maintain fast opening pace. Big- 


nearly 40 grand into 

It was the theatre's 
since its recent anni- 
celebration, but consider- 
below the house record gotten 
Paul Whiteman nearly a year 


(4,- 
(Par). 


gest attendance over Saturday, but 
it was swelled by many children 
who, at reduced admission, kept 
down gross. Mix assisted by two 
cowboys in act. Nearly $40,000. 
Very tine. 

State (I". & R.-Publix) (2,300; 60) 


“Broadway Melody” (M-G-M). Pic- 
ture smashing show hit here but did 
not get box office play anticipated. 
Heavy opposition and general de- 
pression believed accountable. Stage 
show not missed. All sound pro- 
gram. First week close to $20,000; 
Yd nearly $14,000, or around $34,000 
for two weeks, more-than was done 
by “Coquette” and “Iron Mask” at 
same house recently. 
Hennepin-Orpheum (Keith’s) (2,- 


890; 50-60) “Desert Nights” (M-G- 
M) and vaude, including U. S. In- 
dian band. Despite herculean ef- 


forts of frank Burke, this house, in 
its final weeks of non-reserved seat 
and continuous performance policy 
has been sinking badly. Answer is 
mediocre shows and pictures, stiff 
opposition and generally bad trade 
conditions. U. S. Indian band splen- 


didly exploited by Burke, but failed 
as a magnet. Big start on Sunday, 


bul terrible drop during week. John 
Gilbert picture panned by critics 
and not liked by fans. Show as 
whole not so hot. Two-a-day, re- 
served seat policy in effect this 
week. Around $10,200. One of worst 
weeks in months and very bad. 

Lyric (Ff. & R.-Publix) (1,300; 35) 
“Kid Gloves” (Warner). Fair pic- 
ture and sound program had no box 
office drag. Under $4,000. Not so 
good. 

Pantages (Pantages) (1,600; 25- 
50) “Napoleon’s Barber” and “The 
Bath Between,” double talking pic- 
ture bill ,and vaude. Show lacked 
pulling power. Around $5,000. Me- 
diocre. 

Shubert (Bainbridge dramatic 
stock) (1,400; 75-$2) “The Shanghai 
Gesture” with Florence Reed; $16,- 
250. Immense. Held over. 


REICHENBACH QUITS 


Harry Reichenbach walked out of 
his special publicity job with Uni- 
versal last week, two weeks ahead 
of his contract expiration. The 
teichenbachs sail May $1 for Paris 
on the “Iie de France” and Harry 
wanted time off to write letters. 

When informing Bob Cochran 
he had vamped, Cochran sent him 
a Universal check for three weeks’ 
salary for the remainder of the con- 
racted time 


Fatt 





embarrassed but he 





+ . 
kept the 


CACC Re 








4th Wash. Week, $13,500 


Washington, May 14. 

(White Pop., 450,000) 
“Show Boat” 
sticking power, 
Picture further 


has shown great 
4th week at Rialto. 
smothered previous 


high records by beating the third 
week of Barrymore’s “Sea Beast’ 
by $5.000, Management showing 


with spec vial 
morning 2,000 


good showmanship, too, 
exploitation. Saturday 


kids attended a special showing at 
a cut price. 

“Donovan Affair’ proved a busi- 
ness getter for the Fox, running up 
a few grand. 

Both second weekers, “Tron Mask” 
at the Columbia, and “Close Har- 
mony” at the Met., did well. 


“A Dangerous Woman,” at the 
Karle, failed to get beyond the usual 
for this house, even dropping a lit- 
tle. 

Stanley-Crandall houses, Met and 
Parle, have boosted their gates with 
the current week, making it a flat 
35c. for mats, and 50c. at night. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Columbia (Loew) “Iron Mask” 
(U.A.) (1,282; 35-50). About usual 
intake as on previous second weeks, 


with a Fairbanks; 

Earle (Stanley-Crandall) “Dan- 
gerous Woman” (Var) (2,244; 35-50). 
Didn't get usual 14; not quite $13,- 
000; picture praised. 

Fox “Donovan Affair” (Columbia) 
stage show, (3,434; 35-50-75). All- 
talker jumped business about $3,000; 
$20,500. 

Met (Stanley-Crandall) “Close 
Harmony” (Par) (1,585; 35-50). 
Good 2nd week, almost $10,000. 

Palace (Loew) “Gentlemen 
Press” (Par) stage show (2,363; 35- 
50). Expertly handled farewell week 
for m. ec. gets credit for extra busi- 


$10,000. 


of 


ness: almost $22,000; $4,000 above 
previous week. 
Rialto (U) “Show Boat,” dialog 


(U) (1,927; 50-75-90). Fourth week, 
and still strong, so much, VU. is fix- 
ing up the house to keep it open 
after many weeks of idleness; $13,- 
500, 


“Wild Party” B’ki'n Par 
Heads Field at $51,000 


Brooklyn, May 14. 

Picture fare last week here couldn't 
be beat. It went over with a slam, 
with personalities here and there. 
At the Strand the lines never 
sagged, with midnight shows of 
“The Singing Fool” bringing around 
$42,800,. considered grand for this 
small house. , 

Ringling-Barnum circus tried to 
make a dent in show business but 
failed at the film lines, Paramount 
had Clara Bow in “The Wild Party” 
and stage show, and Brooklynites 
gave this local redhead $55,600, good. 

Fox bannered up the house and 
town with notices of Texas Guinan 
(in person), with her night club re- 
vue, and presented “Girls Gone 
Wild.”’ ‘Texas’ lure to the yokels, 
and wise ones, too, is still as strong 
as ever. Flaps, housewives and kids 
stormed the place, eager te eye 
Texas. 

Loew’s Metropolitan had a stage 
show and “The Duke Steps Out.” At 
the Albee “Scandal” was the picture, 
with Jackie Coogan on stage. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Paramount — “Wild Party” (Par) 


(4,000; 35-50-75). Clara Bow, 
reared here, has following. Stage 
show going strong as ever. $55,600, 


all right; $51,000. 

Strand—"Singing Fool” (WB) (2,- 
800: 25-35-50-75)—Everybody liked 
this tear-wringer; held over; $42,- 
800, okay and how! 


Fox—“Girls Gone Wild” (Fox) 
(4,000; 35-40-50-60-75). Picture 
didn’t mean a thing here. Texas 


Guinan in person brought the mobs. 
Gaudy, exciting and high-pressure 
bill. 

Albee—‘Scandal” (3,248; 35-40-50- 
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“HURTING LEGIT 


“Bulldog Drummond” Hops 
2nd to “Melody” for Ca- 
pacity — Paramount with 
Vallee in 2nd Week, $81,- 





100; Very Big—Close to 


Roxy’ s $86, 100, Low, with competition from leading 


“Not =" Decent”’ 


PICTURES DOMINATE 


Although there are 42 legit at- 
currently in New York, 
with 20 locations, 
choice ones, dominates 
by the size, scale and 
its ballyhoos. 

There are 13 films exhibiting at 
$2 and 11 of this number occupy 
houses ordinarily or previously de- 
voted to the speaking stage. In the 
aggregate the films cut in on legit 
but it’s a left-handed advantage as 
the pictures are also cutting in on 
another through the competi- 
angle of 13 spots to choose 


film industry 
and all the 
Broadway 
glitter of 


tive 
from, 

“Broadway Melody” picked up a 
running mate last week with “Bull- 
dog Drummond” breezing in at $21,- 
200 clip. “Madame xX” at the 
Harris, climbed to $17,800. “Show 
Boat” is doing nicely at the Globe; 
“Alibi,” fighting against a side street 
location, is holding on at the 44th 
Street; “Mary Dugan” has pep 
enough for $7,900 at the small Km- 
bassy; and “The Desert Song” is 
average at $17,700. 

Most of the others are taking the 
bruises of the battle with “Mether’s 
Boy” opening Tuesday night at the 
Cohan unable to reveal $2 man- 
ners. The second $2 opening of the 
week, “The Squall,” at the Central, 
was pelted by the newspaper gentry. 

Among the weekly change palaces 
the Paramount again takes the 
spotlight with a rugged $81,100 and 
Rudy Vallee looking like the great- 
est freak attraction ever tied up by 
a Broadway film palace. 

There was no moral victory 
the Roxy in maintaining its gross 
lead by the narrow margin indi- 
cated by $86,100. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Apollo—‘Bulldog Drummond,” 
alog (U.A.) (1,270; $1-§2), 
week), Clicked immediately. 
touted and has best chance 
of newer entrants to survive sum- 
mer. Goldwyn has house until Sep- 
tember. About 60 seats pulled by 
management for optical reasons. 
Not far behind capacity at $21,200. 


for 


di-j 

(2nd 
Highly 
of any 


Astor — “Broadway Melody,” di- 
alog (M-G) (1,120; $1-$2). (14th 
week). Again reported over $23,000. 

Cameo —“Why Be Good,” sound 
(F.N.) (540; 50-75). Colleen Moore 
pictures heretofore have been 
standard for Strand. $6,300. 

Capitol — “Desert Nights,” sound 


(M-G) (4,620; 35-50-75-$1.50). John 
Gilbert. Only booked for one week. 
For silent picture $74,300 averagely 
good biz. 

Central—“The Squall,” dialog. (F. 
N.) (922; $1-$2) (1st week). Not ex- 
pected to stay long. Generally 
panned, Gathered about $6,000 from 
Thursday to Sunday. 

Cohan — “Mother’s Boy,” 
(Pathe) (1,314; $1-$2) 
Cut rates in Leblang’s 
$7,000. 
figure. 

Criterion— “Innocents of Paris,” 
dialog (Par) (862; $1-$2) (3d week). 
Second week $10,600, after first 
week’s $13,200. Opposition hurting 
here. 

Embassy — “Mary Dugan,” dialog 
(M-G) (596; $1-$2) (7th week). 
Steady and _ profitable pace for 
melodrama; $7,900 in small house. 

44th St.— “Alibi,” dialog (U.A.) 
(1,323; $1-$2) (6th week). Esti- 
mated between $13,000 and $14,000. 
Keeps red-coated flunkey on corner 
of Broadway to tell the world about 
the 44th Street theatre, half a 
block away. 


dialog 
(2nd week). 
principal to 
Not classy for opening week 
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ON BYWAY AT $2 | 











“Melody” Cops All Pitt. Records; 
$120,000, 6 Wks. i in 1 900-Seater at 50c 





TOO MANY OPERATORS | 
CLOSING SMALL HOUSES 


Portiand, Ore., May 14 

of suburban houses and 
of small downtown the- 
seems net result of strong 
Fox and 
“atres, Capitol, built less 
years ago for small down- 
town business, has closed. Haw- 
thorne, indie suburban, is dark. 
Reports have it eight or 10 subur- 
ban theatres are nearing the end. 

J. J. Parker has started expensive 
remodeling of his People’s, down- 
town 2d run, threatening busi- 
ness of Hamrick’s Blue Mouse. Sus- 
picion rests that Hamrick will let 
go Music Box back to Fox for lack 
of product. This is denied by Ham- 
rick. Hip’s “Pom Pom” revue also 
closed. 

Fox-Broadway and Publix-Port- 
land continue to steady business. 
Pantages has dropped some, but 
still okay. Closing of indie and 
suburban houses is reported partly 
due to union pressure which forced 
four men into booths on sound pic- 
tures, working in pairs. Bootleg 
sound equipment also held respon- 
sible for poor showings and lost 
trade, although some bootleg equip- 
ment is reported all right. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Portland (Publix) (3,500; 25-60)— 
“The Letter” (Par), fine. Exploita- 
tion good. All sound. $15,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 35-60)— 


Closing 
remodeling 
atres 


| Publix the 
than two 


“The Pagan” (M-G-M) screen. 
Okay. F & M’s “Beauty” idea, big. 
$15,000. 


United Artists (Parker-Fox) (1,- 
200; 25-60). 2d week of “Coquette” 
bigger than “Iron Mask.” $9,800. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
50)—3d week of “Show Boat.” Hold- 
ing fairly. $9,000. 

Biue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,200; 25- 
50)—“F'rozen River” (WB), dog pic- 
ture with sound. $4,500. 

Oriental (Tebbetts) (2,700; 25-35 
—‘The Whip,” screen. Stage ‘show. 
Good exploitation helped. $8,500 


95-35) 





Pantages (Pan) (2,000; 35-50)— 
“Jazz Age” (U), sound. Vaude, 
Went well. $12,000. 

Dufwin (Duffy) (1,400; 25-$1.25) 
—-Duffy stock in “The Nervous 
Wreck.” Business steady. $5,000. 

AL LEWIS EAST 
Los Angeles, May 14. 

Al Lewis, in charge of eastern 

casting for Fox, leaves for New 


York June 1, but will 

here again July 10. 
Lewis will stick out here 

or 10 weeks on the next trip 


start back 


eight 





Picked up to $17,800, its best figure. 


Paramount—‘Betrayai,.” sound 
(Par) (3,666; 40-65-75-85-$1). Kudy 


Vallee, heizh-ho 
wonder of trade. 


Sheik, continues 
First matinee idol 
of Radio. House effervescent, with 
$81,100, within coat-grabbing dis- 
tance of the Roxy. Silent feature 
starring Emil Jannings 218s much of 
handicap to gross as “The Letter” 
was a help the week before, leaving 
all credit to Vallee. 


Rialto — ‘Close Harmony,” dialog 
(Par) (1,904; 35-50-85-$1> (3d 
week) Dropped from $46,700 to 
$31,700 “Cocoanuts” succeeds on 
May 24 

Rivoli — “Eternal Love,” sound 
(U.A.) (2,200; %35-50-85-$1) (st 
week). New John Barrymore pic- 
ture vetoed by scribes. In for short 
engagement, with Vilma Banky’s 


“This Is Heaven” 
Last ‘(5th week) 
$24,300. 
Roxy—“Not Quite Decent,” sound 
{F'ox) (6,205; 50-75-$1-$1.50). Back 
to $86,000 after intervening $96,000 
with Columbia’s “Donovan Affair.” 
Selwyn — “Rainbow Man,” dialog 


(U.A.) to follow. 
of “Coquette,” 


(Sono-Art) (1,167; $1-$2) (5th 
week). Expected to scram in fort- 
night with six-week total. Star 


(Eddie Dowling) appearing person- 
ally in full act. Hook-ups with 
Irish societies not able to surmount 


oe = mo “ Gaiety—‘‘Christina,” sound (Fox) |stiff opposition; $10,000. 
60-75). punexciting picture with (808; $1-$2) (7th week). Not mak- Strand — “Singing Fool," dialog 
vaude; $22,006. - ¥: ing expenses. “Black Watch” (lox) | (W.B.) (2,900; 35-50-65-75). Al Jal- 
a Met—* The Duke hed +4 Out (M- will be ready to open in fortnight. son picture after six months’ $2 run 
+-M) (3,577; 35-40-50-60-75)—Good Globe — “Showboat,” dialog (U)|returned at grind for two weeks 
week aided by stage show; $29,950. | (1418; $1-$2) (5th week). Two| only. First take, $45,700, good but 
more weeks, with U then electing | not what anticipated. 
to concentrate (May 27) on Warners—‘“Desert Song,” di alo 
JOE NOLAN! YES! “Broadway.” “Showboat"- attract-|(W.B.) (1,360; $1-$2) (24 week) 
With the film industry looking up, | ing with Ziegfeld original now off|First full week around $1 7.100: 
Jos M, Nolan became a husband | the boards; $16,900. oe okay 
Sunday, May 12, in New York. His| Harris— “Madame xX, dialog Winter Garden — “Noah's 
came te Gindeeiaa’ Weide wnihien |(M-G) (1,101; $1-2) (4th week). |dialog (W.B.) (1,494; $1-$2) 
att S SRETSRS STARS, NOG-F 'Critical enthusiasm bearing fruit.) week). Leaves port after this weel 
Mr. Nolan's side line is asst. sec- |On upgrade as word-of-mouth | Moderate engagement, Down scour d 


retary of Radio Pictures. 


‘praises percolate Ghrough masses, 


‘$14,009 last week, 
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Pittsburgh, 
Names proved 
luxers last week 


May Ii¢ 
their value at 
and biz spuried. 


de 


Stanley, with “Glad Rag Doll” 
(WB), and crackerjack stage show 
picked up several grand over pre- 


ceding week, to $30,000. Dolores 
Costello's name means coin around 
here Mat biz abeve the average, 
which is what this stand needs 

Teddy Joyce's “Farewell Week" 
proved. the cream in the Penn's 
coffee, Loew-UA standing ‘em up 
for another great six days; at least 
$35,000. Picture, “Voice of City,” 
Cosmopolitan, took a drubbing from 
most of the critics. Sammy Cohen, 
on stage, and Hearst plugs for film 
may have helped in some small de-_ 
gree 

“Show Boat” (U), tumbled in its 
second week at, Grand but still cred- 
itable at $19,300. Picture getting 
nice word-of-mouth from femmes 
mostly and they cry plenty. 

Aldine lost “Broadway Melody” 
(M-G) after six weeks; “Hearts in 
Dixie” in for run. “Melody” showed 
effects of its long run in last week, 
dropping to around $12,500, still tn 
the money, however. Picture was 
the town’s first real sensation in 
years, breaking all recent local rec- 
ords tor length of run and gross at 
scale. “Melody” got about $129,000, 
real dough in any house with only 
1,900 capacity and scaled at 25-35- 
50. “Dixie’ will get at least two 
weeks, with “Coquette” booked te 
follow. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Stanley (Stanley-WB) (3,650; 25- 
35-60). Value of Dolores Costello 
name asserted itself and “Glad Rag 
Doll,” dialog (WB) good for at least 
$30,000. Fine stage show. Mats. off 
a bit but above average. 

Penn (Loew's-UA) (3,500; 25-35- 
60-75). “Voice of City” (Cosmo), 
but picture didn’t mean a thing, 
taking it on the chin from majority 
of critics. Teddy Joyce, m.c., im 
“Farewell Week,” did mean some- 
thing and house copped $38,000, one 
of best grosses in months. Sammy 
Cohen, on stage, and Hearst plugs 
may have helped some, but mob 
went to see Joyce, and he gets the 
credit. 

Grand (Stanley-WB) (2,000; 50- 
75). “Show Boat” (U) slipped in 
2d week, but still good with $19,308, 
Picture getting nice word-of-mouth, 
with biz steady but nothing excep- 
tional. This week, then “Desert 
Song.” 

Aldine (Loew's) (1,900; 25-25-509. 
“Broadway Melody,” dialog (M-G), 
tumbled in sixth and last week to 
around $12,500, still nice money. 
Picture town’s sensation for over @ 
month. “Hearts in Dixie” (Fox) 
now, followed by “Coquette.” 

Enright (Stanley-WB) (3,500; 25- 
35-40-60). “Hot Stuff,” dialog (°N), 
again proved value of b.o. name 
Alice White helped. Stage show. 





‘Coquette’ at Pan’s $8,300; 
Very Good in Tacoma 


Tacoma, May 14, 
(Draw Pop, 125,000) 
Weather: Cool 


Pantages took a firm lead last 
week with “Coquette.” At the Blue 
Mouse “Show Boat” in third week 
Colonial not so hot with “Blindfold.” 
Rialto, other Fox theatre in town, 
counted some coin with “Speak- 


easy.” 
Estimates for Last Week 
Pantages (1,500; 25-50)—“‘Ca- 
quette (U). Splendid. $8,300. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 50- 


ee ad Boat,” 34 week and oke. 


Rialto (Fox) (1,250 25-50)— 
“Speakeasy” (Fox). $5, 200. 
Colonial (Fox) (850; 25-35-50)— 


“Blindfold” (Fox). $2,100. 





Nigh Directing Charlie King 
Los Angeles, May 14 
William Nigh has been assigned 
by Harry Rapf to direct “Lord By- 
ron of Broadway,” Charlie King’s 
starring picture. 
Herb Nacion Brown and Arthue 
Freeda are writing the melodies and 
lyrics 
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PA 


The swift and sure-footed devel- 
opment of Radio Pictures... 
off-spring of giant industries... 
continues to win the applause of 
the Show World at home and 
abroad. 
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| HAS ELECTRIFIED THE INDUSTRY 
: AND IS ACKNOWLEDGED EVEN 
BY GRIZZLED VETERANS OF 
SHOW BUSINESS TO BE WITHOUT 


A RIVAL IN RESOURCES AND 
POTENTIALITIES ... 


The Pageant of the Titans has 
assembled many of the greatest 
creative minds of the day under 














the streaming banner of Radio 
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ZIEGFELD, the one master of girl 
and music spectacle... 


- ABBOTT, the ONE master of stage 
drama... 


VALLEE, the one master of radio... 


HECHT, the one master of dialog... 


And many others who, by virtue 
of UNRIVALLED PERFORMANCE, 
have won a coveted place on 


Radio’s program for the coming 
season. 


Day by day, week by week Radio 
Pictures surges steadily forward 
..-@ phenomenon of Show 
Business .. . staggering in _ its 
magnitude and globe-girdling 
interests. _ 
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WHO ARE THIS INDUSTRY’S | 
RICHEST EXHIBITORS? 


HEY are the showmen who began playing Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer, 
pictures from the beginning and have continued ever since. Their. 
judgment has been vindicated year after year in a product that has always 
led at the box-office. Their houses have shown “The Big Parades ” and 
<> “Ben-Hurs.” Through every change in this changing industry they have 
known security. Today their judgment is again vindicated. M-G-M has 
swept to the forefront of Talking pictures, just as in Silent pictures. “The 
. Broadway Melody,” “The Trial of Mary Dugan,” “Madame X” are the 
New Era, Road-Show-size Talkies, Get rich with the industry’s richest 
exhibitors. Get rich with iY. vee 


METRO-GOLS4VYN-MAYER 


Date these New Era, Road-Show-Size All-Talkies Now! 












Fd ee, Be Be dt 





: MELODY MARY DUGAN RICH 

Standees in 4th month at $2 Astor, N. Y.! Extended run record Packing them in Embassy,N. Y Ac $2! S. R. O. extended en Tre Broadway and road success ““Whae Collars.”’ Worthy follow 
breuker wherever it plays. The smash hit of all time! With gagement Criterwn, Los Angeles. Norma Shearer's first Talking up to “Broadway Melody’ and “Mars Dugan.” With Conrad 
- Charles King, Bessie Love and Anita Page. - picture ws sensational! With Lewis Stone, Raymond Hacken Nagel, Bessie Love. Leila Hvama, ; = 
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TO 108 TIFFANY-STAHL “noun, 
TALKING~SINGING 


PRODUC TIONS 
READY FOR JUNE RELEASE 


\TWO MEN-MAID/ 


With WILLIAM COLLIER, JR., ALMA BENNETT, 
EDDIE GRIBBON, GEORGE E. STONE. 


Theme Song, “Love Will Find You,’ by L. Wolfe Gilbert and Abel Beer. 


SOMETHING DIFFERENT/ SOMETHING NEW/Z 


\NEW ORLEANS’ 


WithRICARDOCORTEZ, WILLIAMCOLLIER, JR., 


and ALMA BENNETT 
Theme Song, “Pals Forever. 


A DRAMA THAT Ic SURE BOX- OFFICE / 


\MY LADY? PAS T/ 


Featuring BELLE BENNETT with JOE E. BROWN 
and ALMA BENNETT 


Theme Song, “A Kiss to Remember.” 


A COMEDY DRAMA THAT IS REAL “AUDIENCE’/ 
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If Exhibitors Are Looking for Pic- 
tures to Please Their Patrons and 
Bring Real Money to the Box 


Office, Book the Following 





LIN 


GEORGE JESSEL ‘am i BELLE BENNETT 
LUCKY BOY! +——~e- > “MOLLY.ME' 











J ao 


RELEASED ‘™ DIT PEAM/’ 


A Sensational Talking and Singing Picture with a Powerful, Daring Theme. For the First Time, 


Scenes of the World-Famous Opera, ‘Faust,’ with Leading Operatic Singers. Feat Ricard 
Cortez, Claire Windsor and Montagu Love. aturing Ricardo 


‘WHISPERING WINDS? rcitsuzes 


With PATSY :RUTH, MILLER MALCOLM 
inging Production with 0 Story That le Difeeatee ees Pk OTOPLONE 








ITIFFANY~/TAUL PRODUCTIONS INC] 
/ 


Bx): 
(729 SEVENTH AVE. mmm UR NEW YORK city 
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.@ hold-up caused it. 
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INDIE TALKERS IN EAST 


PICTURES 








$2,000,000 NEW 
PROJECTOR BIZ 


Sensational skyrocketing of Inter- 
national Projector from around 15 
a few months &Ago to a top of 120 
discloses an angle of sound film 
development, 


(International was organized to 
take over the Powers, Simplex and 
other projection machines, acting 
as a holding company and sales 
organization. With the drift to 
sound, a large number of theatres 
switching into the wire product fig- 
ured on buying new projectors when 
the equipment was installed. It is 
figured that with an average of two 
machines going into each house, the 
International will have a total of 
$2,000,000 of new business this year. 


Story started in Wall Street that 
4 deal was on for RCA Photophone 
to take over International, but this 
is disposed of by Photophone of- 
ficials, who say negotiations have 
never been considered. RCA people 
make their own projectors in two 
types. The model designated “P-2” 
includes the sound device incorpor- 
ated in the profection unit, while 
the “sound head” machine is a 
sound reproducer adaptable to the 
standard projection machines like 
Powers and Simplex. 

International Projector has been 
turned over lately in enormous vol- 
ume. The old stock is about to be 
split four for one, and it is the new 
units which get the ticker play. 
Last week a total of 23,000 shares 
were traded in from 23 to a top, of 
25%. Old stock sold up to 120 a 
fortnight ago. 








BOOTH OPERATOR SHOT 


Paramour Follows W.R. Martin into 
Booth at Granada, Oakland 








Oakland, May 14. 

A dash of romantic tragedy was 

added to a projection of “Adora- 
tion” at the Granada when Mrs. 
Mary Azevedo stepped into the pro- 
jection room at the neighborhood 
house and shot Willard R. Martin, 
the operator. He had jilted her, she 
eaid, 
_ When Martig fe% the machine 
jammed and the house was thrown 
into a near-panic in the belief that 
The woman is 
in jail, 

According to the police, Martin, 
who has a wife, has been living with 
Mrs, Azevedo for two years. They 
had a quarrel and parted. When he 
went to work she took his revolver 
from the house and followed him. 
He is suffering from a gun-shot 
wound in the chest in a serious con- 
dition at the Highland hospital. 





Abrahams’ English House 
Not on Sale Market 


E. A. Abrahams’ son, David, is 
eurrently in New York, looking over 
the local picture houses and prefer- 
ably wising up on the talkers. The 
Abrahams, who have around 50 the- 
atres in England, pictures and 
otherwise, have no present inten- 
tion of selling any of them, says the 
younger Abrahams. 

The statement was prompted 
through Variety printing last week 
from London a report that the 
Warner Brothers were dickering 
for the Abrahams theatres. 

There are 15 new Abrahams 
houses contemplated in Great 
Britain, says David. These will be 
ealled Regals. The Abrahams 
houses as they are now known may 
eventually be named the Regal 
eircui-<. 

Young Abrahams may go to the 
€oast before returning home. He 
wants to acquire ali of the inside 
info possible on talkers, including 
their production. 





PRIZE-FIGHT IN SOUND 


Several fight film promoters are 
®quabbling over the rights to take 
the Schmelling-Paolino fight, June 
2, via sound picture. 

It will be the first time a prize 
fight has been so recorded, 
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Two-Day Manager 


Chicago, May 14. 
Vitagraph, one of the L&T 
houses, has the only two-day 
manager known. House is run- 
ning Saturday and Sunday 
only. 








a 


Consolidated Bristolphone 
All Ready to Vamp 


The Consolidated Bristolphone 
people hope to get paid off by Acous- 
tics Products (Sonora Phonograph) 
this week. That is the best, it is 
conceded at their office, they can 
hope for. 

Sam Sax, who last fall expected 
to make a mint turning out pic- 
tures for Bristolphone recording, is 
now considering renting a stall in 
the Radio Corporation downtown 
studio and turning the photophone 
system on seven stories he has in 
the offing. 

The Bristolphone people are wait- 
ing on the inventor, William Bristol. 
It is he who brings them knowledge 
that all is set, so they say, for 
Acoustics to take him over and pay 
off the Bristolphone people. Now, 
they maintain, Consolidated Bristol- 
phone was organized only to dis- 
tribute the machines. In view of 
the depots Sonora has over the 
country, Consolidated can see no 
particular reason why it should con- 
tinue to exist. 

As to the price which will cart 
them out of the picture, it is said 
negotiations with them have not 
been started, even though it is con- 
ceded other deals have been post- 
poned over 10 times. 


Fade-outs 


The history of Consolidated is a 
series of fade-outs and postpone- 
ments, as one man describes it. The 
impression that emanated from the 
offices that Bill Bristol was to get 
around $2,000,000 for his work now 
shapes up as having never existed. 
All moneys Bristol was to get, the 
new version goes, were to be from 
Acoustics. The phonograph com- 
pany, even though the flu epidemic 
and European sailings never let all 
parties assemble at the same table 
so that the agreement might be 
signed, was held out as the salva- 
tion of Consqlidssss, 

Sax recently started to look for 
a live company that needed a pro- 
ducer and would be willing to cut 
a slice, not a salary, for such a 
man. Sam is an independent pro- 
ducer and he turned down the re- 
ported offer of a job with Tiffany- 
Stahl. He’s not taking any chances 
on the Bristolphone outcome, but is 
ready to hang on if Roy Deutch’s 
return from overseas this week 
holds anything. At the same time 
he has the Radio studio angle as his 
ace. 


DANIELS-LYONS WEDDING 


Bebe and Ben Take Leap June 15 
at Santa Monica 
Los Angeles, May 14. 
Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon are 
to be united in marriage June 15. 
The wedding will take place at Miss 
Daniels’ home in Santa Monica, 
The couple will not be able to go 
on a honeymoon as the bride will 











be working in “Rio Rita” which 
goes into production shortly, 
Miss Daniels is one of the 


wealthiest of the single women in 
the picture colony. 


RALPH CEDAR CRITICAL 
Los Angeles, May 14. 
Ralph Cedar, 31, film director, is 
in the Georgia Street Receiving 
Hospital in a critical condition as 
a result of drinking formaldehyde. 
He was taken from his mother's 
home in an intoxicated condition, 
According to the police it was 
a suicide attempt as Cedar was de- 
spondent because his wife took a 
sudden trip to Tia Juana, 








All Sound Footballer 
First National is making a spe- 
cial of the story “Touchdown.” It 
will be the first complete football 
theme in sound and dialog. 
Shooting on it starts July 4, Jack 
Mulhall starred, 


+ 





NUMBER OF FIRM 
PREPARING IN N.Y. 


17 Studios in Metropolitan 
Area Equipped for Sound 
Reproduction — 10 Inde- 
pendent Prcducers—Some 
Making States Righters— 
11 Studios Open, Six In- 
active 


65 SHOOTING HOURS 





Around and,in greater New York 
are 17 studios equipped for sound. 
Activity is reported from 11 of the 
locations. 

independents are becoming in- 
creasingly numerous in the eastern 
district. As the renta!l problem be- 
comes more practical it becomes 
possible to set and hold to a budget 
on dialog production, 


Among the out-and-out indies, 
relying upon the states,rights mar- 
ket, dialog productions have been 
or are about to be launched in the 
east by Chesterfield, Excellent, 
Gugene Spitz, Jack Noble, Harry 
Delf, Franklin Warner, Al Boasberg, 
Jess Smith, Ollie Mack, and Weiss 
Bros., the latter lessees of the De- 
Forest studio. 

One result of the dialog situa- 
tion with its added technical over- 
head has been an increased premium 
on time, with all-day and all-night 
shooting schedules frequently pre- 
vailing. Features reported made in 
three days really implies something 
like 65 shooting hours. Most of the 
independent studios plan to have 
two or more different producers 
splitting up the week. 

From reports it is now possible 
to rent sound-equipped _ studios 
around New York at from $2,000 a 
day, with deals contigent upon re- 
quirements of the script. 

Studios are grouped under two 
heads, those active and those where 
tests and experiments appear to be 
the present scope, 

Active 

Paramount. 

Pathe. 

Warners. 

RCA Photophone. 

DeForest. 

Fox-Case. - 

Metropolitan (Fort Lee). 

Powers Cinephone. 

Chromotone (former Vocafilm). 

R. L. A. (Jess Smith). 

Victor (Camden, N. J.). 


Inactive 
M-G-M. 
E. K. Lincoln (Grantwood, N. J.). 
Hanaphone (Flushing, L. 1.). 
American (Old Tilford). 
Photocolor (Irvington, N. Y.). 
Bristo!phone (Waterbury, Conn.). 


CAREWE’S TWO UNITS 


Talking With U. A. Over Del Rio 
and Velez 











Los Angeles, May 14, 

Edwin Carewe accompanied by 
his publicist, Leroy Johnson, is on 
his way to New York to confer with 
Joseph M. Schenck relative to his 
becoming an associate producer- 
member of United Artists. 

Carewe’s idea is to operate two 
units, one for Dolores Del Rio and 
one for Lupe Velez, both Mexican 
gals. 

Carewe will move from the Tec- 
Art studio to United Artists studio 
upon his return to Hollywood. 





MOSS LONG-DISTANCE CLUB 


Chicago, May 14. 

Jules R. Moss, formerly exploita- 
tion for the L&T circuit, has or- 
ganized the Screen Book Movie 
Club. It is an exploitation medium 
for pictures on the fan angle. 

One of the stunts is to arrange 
for personal talks with film stars 
over long distance. Hal Howe is 
handling the contact work in Holly- 





wood and B, A. Mackinnon, Je, in 
New York, 
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Paramount Still Looks Best 
In Amusement Stock Trading 
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day’s final of 69% was still within 





reach of all time high. 


Until the mysterious break came | 


in the second hour Monday, Par- 
amount had given a remarkably 
good account of itself. According to 
the Wall Street talk the Warner 
merger move is still in preliminary 
stages, but other factors apply to 
this theatre stock which have not 
yet come into the open, and the 
downtown rumors are vague. 

At the Monday top Paramount 
was within half a point of its top 
on the March rise and the tape 
readers took feverish interest in its, 
course.. It is a fetish with the in- 
and-outers that if a speculative 
stock makes a “double top’’—touches 
a peak for the second time after a 
retreat—it is bound to do semething 
pretty definite one way or other. If 
it goes on up beyond the top on vol- 
ume, it ought to be in for a major 
advance, according to the chart fig- 
urers. 

Par’s Performance 


Paramount didn’t quite touch its 
old top of 72, but crossed 71 when 
the market turned weak. There- 
after it held within narrow range 
generally close to 69, appearance be- 
ing that it was well under control. 

Warner Bros. did something of 


rthe same kind ten days ago. It 


crossed 130 apparently on the way 
to its former peak of 134, but backed 
away sharply and on Monday was 
around 121, Yesterday it was 
quieter, generally steady around 122 
and much reduced in volume. 
Radio-Keith appears to be still in 
the same position. On strong moves 
by Radio Corp., it appears to be 





responsive to clique buying, but the 


Summary for week ending Saturday, 








minute the parent stock is under 
pressure it gives way even more 
readily. Yesterday it opened un- 
changed at 31 and was quickly run 
up more than 2, but at the higher 
level short sellers picked it out and 
it was forced down to a new low of 
30 on the movement. It was evi- 
dent that the stock was easier to 
depress than it was to advance, 


Fox seems to be another mark for 
the sharpshooters on the short side. 
On every general assault on prices 
they pick on Fox as a spot to at- 
tack for a test of the group. There 
probably is a fairly large short in- 
terest outstanding in both Fox and 
Warner Bros., and either or both, 
regardless of their trade position, 
could readily go into a sharp up- 
turn on covering if conditions even 
momentarily favored an upswing in 
the list. 


Loew Off Below 60 

Loew has entirely lost its leader- 
ship, due to the changed complexion 
of the issue upon its purchase by 
Fox. Yesterday it got back to with- 
in a fraction of its year’s bottom at 
5914, but turnover was unimportant, 
Pathe does not show much in spite 
of circulation of stories that com- 
pany has turned the corner and is 
makirg progress toward a favorable 
income showing. “A” stock had 
gotten up to around 25 last week, 
but yesterday had slumped to 21 
again. 

Shubert is another that doesn't 
seem able to carry through. It has 
gotten out of its ped ground near 
55, but at all levels eho¥e 63 appéirs 
oar invite liquidation. eat itself 
held fairly well yesterday practi- 
cally unchanged from the lows 
around 93 of Monday. Stock is one 
of the spectacular performers in the 
list, object of attack when weakness 
shows in the general situation, but 
under shrewd sponsorship and one 
of the first to receive the benefit of 
short covering when the bull clique 
behind it goes into action, 
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WARNER BROS. 


Announce 


et your dates set no 


Right now—while it’s red hot—while 
millions are feverishly keen to see and 
hear it—that’s when Warner Bros. give 
you this box-office colossus! Right now 
—today—launch your box-office on a 


record-breaking run—get your dates 
set for “NOAH’S ARK.” 








; 














Wedneeday, May 15, 1929 VARIET Y¥ 


The world famous stage musical play 
brought to the screen in a glorious Vitaphone 
production. All Singing—All Talking—All 
Box Office! Now at Warner Bros. Theatre, 
N.Y. C. Two-a-day—at $2.50 top. 





DOLORES~ 


Costéito in 


The Belle of the Box-Office Rings the Bell 
again! “The Glad Rag Doll” is sure to make 
your box-office happy! A corking picture 
featuring a nationally popular song hit— 
“The Glad Rag Doll.” 





Golden Dolores in a new and entirely differ- 
ent role. Sure to win her new fans and the 
acclaim of millions of her followers. 

Get your dates now! 





The PIA CE 
if The GIRE ’ 


Hey! Hey! Collegiate! 


Full of Pep, Youth, Gaiety, Music—LiFe. 
Will make your box-office thermometer show 
a new high! What about your dates? 











Based on the Story by DARRYL FRANCIS ZANUCK 
Scenario by ANTHONY COLDEWAY 


Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ 
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| Young and Old--- 
They'll be that Way 
About This One! 


Pep--youth--gaiety--comedy--music! 
Breezy--sparkling--modern--snappy! 
Girls--boys--action——LIFE! 

The TIME in NOW...... 

The PLACE is YOUR THEATRE 
The GIRL--say, they’ll pack your house. 
Better be right than sorry! 

Set your dates now. 
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A WARNER BROS.VITAPHONE TALKING |? 
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BERT ROACH 
JOHN DAVIDSON 
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Based on the story by 
FRANK R. ADAMS, JOSEPH E. HOWARD aid WILL HOUGH 


o Scenario by ROBERT LORD 
DIRECTED BY 


. HOWARD BRETHERTON 














~Vand SINGING PICTURE 











VARIETY 


= = = 


F | 


LM REVIEWS 














Talking Shorts 





“DEAR TEACHER” 

With Smith and Dale 
PARAMOUNT MOVIETONE 
15 Mins.; Schoolroom Comedy 
Rivoli, New York 

This short might be the first of 
the Smith and Dale talking shorts 
for Paramount, although their 
“False Alarm Fire Co.” sketch was 
previously released at the Rialto, 
New York. From trade information, 
this must have been made prior to 
the firehouse skit. 

Joe Smith and Charles Dale, prin- 
cipal pair of the Avon Comedy Four, 
which billing they ignore for sound- 
firms, are respectively Izzy Fitz- 
patrick (pupil) and the German- 
dialect teacher. : 

The supporting company is quite 
large. Besides the usual rich boy, 
tough guy, ete., there are three 
supporting specialty acts. One of 
them (name not caught in the an- 
nouncement) does a Helen Kaneish 
type of ditty, “Good Little, Bad Lit- 
tle You,” with the familiar affected 
mannerisms of that school of song 
salesmanship. 

Jack Powell, under cork, is rec- 
ognized, with his unique drum spe- 
cialty at the traps, clicking heavily. 
Powell can manipulate drumsticks 
and maintain tempo and rhythms 
in a manner unmatched in the va- 
rieties. Mario and Lazarin, another 
picture house act, are called on for 
their vocal interlude, a “caravan” 


song, into which is dovetailed the 
classic gypsy folk song, “Dark 
Eyes.” 


Sketch opens with the classroom 
in session, roll call, teacher-baiting 
and the familiar schoolroom non- 
sense; next, the specialties. For 
the finale the class dismissal intro- 
duces a finale bit of floral offering 
hokum between Smith and Dale. 

Plenty of laughs and entertain- 
ment to this talking short and will 
be liked generally. Abel. 








WHIRLS AND GIRLS 
Educational Subject 

15 Mins.; Comedy 
Clinton, New York 


Another Mack Sennett two-reeler 
distributed by Educational, featured 
comedian being Harry Gribbon. This 
is merely a rehash of the stereo- 
typed, unimaginative material that 
went into,the silent two-reelers. 

Not alone dialog, but new and 


clever material is generally recog- 
nized as the factor responsible for 
the success of the full-length talk- 
ers and in silents tre same principle 
applies. Merely adding sound to 
sickeningly uninteresting silents is 
not enough. 

These Educational makeshifts 
aren’t worth spotting outside the 
daily change grind houses. At the 
present time distribution of these 
two-reelers is limited because the 
larger houses only are wired and in 
these spots the same audiences that 
appreciated the better and finer 
plays that were made into talkers 
sit in judgment on the shorts also. 

A picture of this type is 15 years 
behind the times. Story is about a 
hen-pecked husband who goes on a 
spree. His wife goes after him with 


a pistol, The lead part és that of a 
Aunatic. Plenty of pie-throwing. 
Hooey. Mori. 





ROY SEDLEY 
VITAPHONE No. 796 
8 Mins.; Revue, Band 
Central, New York 


Roy Sedley carries a regular vaude 
bill in his eight minutes’ worth, still 
finding time’ to master the cere- 
monies. It is one of the best shorts 
in its line. 

Trick orchestra stuff is the starter 
when Beth Miller is introduced. She 
packs a mean hip and eye in her 
song, “I Ain’t Takin’ Orders From 
No One.” 

Billy Smith does some fast hoof- 
ing just before the act closes with 
a burlesque on a Jolson number. In 
the latter Sedley and a pal, dolled 
up in baby togs, do a burlesque, 


“Sonny Boy.” It is too foolish to be 
funny. 
Orchestra playing is secondary. 


Waly 


VAN and SCHENCK 
M-G-M MOVIETONE 
8 Mins.; Songs 
Capitol 

Fourth or fifth short subject by 
this pair, shrewdly paced and well 
delivered as the others. The sound 
screen has developed no song part- 
nership quite so consistent, 

Method is of the simplest. Cam- 
era catches the two in closeup in a 
salon set, one at the piano and the 
other lounging against the instru- 
ment. Three numbers make up this 
short. 

Open with “Don’t Blame It All on 
Broadway,” smart for New York on 
lyrics, but maybe not so forte in 
the hinterland. Anyhow well de- 
livered. Shift from polite comedy 
number to dialect with “Real Estate 
Papa” done in Negro way and a 
whale for laughs both from manner 
of delivery and from the wow gags 
in the lyrics. 

Finish with “Chloe” in character- 
istically. florid harmonizing style, 
with all possible emphasis on the 
sentimental ballad side. Three songs 
that cover a wide range of motif 
from smart to comic and then to 
sentimental, plenty of ground to 
cover in 8 minutes. 

Solid material for anywhere. 

Rush, ~ 


CLARK and McCULLOUGH 
MOVIETONE COMEDY 
“Waltzing Around”; 28 Mins. 
Cameo, New York 


Had “Waltzing Around” been 
chopped to about 12 minutes instead 
of being dragged out to a point 
where antics are repeated, Clark 
and McCullough could have chalked 
this up as one of their best. 

As it now unwinds, the latest of- 
fering of this team has its laughs. 
These are blunted by repeats which 
register negative. 

As a couple of wanderers the pair 
amuse by breaking windows in a 
greenhouse. Then the fight stadium 
of the Hollywood American Legion, 
where the comedians, posing as pop 
and peanut sellers, put over a great 
session of clowning. Climax is 
where they drop a case of bottles on 
the head of the champ. 

For a few minutes interest is 
aroused when one ‘agrees to go in 


the referee and assumes that role 
himself. In the ring the fighter 
comic is up against the big Ivan 
Linow. This provides mirth until 
the referee member overclowns and 
the fight is allowed to overrun. For- 
tunately a burlesque on radio an- 
nouncing relieves the monotony for 
a time. This also gets tiresome 
when carried to extreme. 

By the time the bromidic long 
count is reached, the fans are glad 
to see the boys back at the green- 
house breaking the one pane they 
overlooked a long 28 minutes before. 

- Waly. 





PATHE SOUND NEWSREEL 
RCA PHOTOPHONE, NO, 27 
Six Minutes; Five Clips 
Jefferson, New York 


Opens with Cal Coolidge at his 
first directors’ meeting of the New 
York Life Insurance Company. A 
plug for insurance, and particularly 
this firm. Interesting. 

Pittsburgh balloon race prelimi- 
naries, with some dialog from Com- 
mander C. E. Rosendahl, U. 8S. N., 
acting as lecturer. Then the cere- 
monial .presentation to ex-Governor 
Al Smith of the Laetare medal from 
Notre Dame. This is an exact 
replica- of the clip current in Fox 
movietone. Cardinal Hayes and a 
priest form with Smith a trio pho- 
tographed indoors. The Cardinal 
speaks graciously and with dignity. 

A fashion clip from the library 
had the models describing fur coats 
they wore. Recording and photog- 
wphy very mediocre on this item 
and fur coats hardly seem timely 
in May. 

West Point, that old reliable edi- 
torial pinch hitter, serves this week 
in both the Fox and Pathe releases. 
Occasion seems to be the donning 
by the cadets of new full dress uni- 
forms. ‘Pathe not too successful in 
capturing the band music out of 
doors. 

In toto, passable dialog newsreel 





release with Coolidge and Smith 
to carry it. Land. 
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JESSE CRAWFORD 
ORGAN CONCERT 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE 
NEW YORK 


WEEK OF MAY 11 


“DO SOMETHING” 
(Green & Stept) 


“OLD FASHIONED LADY” 


(De Sylva, Brown & Henderson) 
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(Joe Morris) 





THE RAIN” 


Rossiter) 














the ring and the other spirits away |’ 








FOX MOVIETONE NEWS 
Reels A, B and C 

23 Minutes 

Projection Room, New York 


Five clips, 9 minutes. President 
Hoover and his wife receiving a 
delegation of women from Ohio in 
honor of “Mother’s Day” is best of 
this reel, 

This No. A reel has enough in- 
teresting clips to carry it through 
easily. In combination the three 
reels, running 28 minutes, have more 
spot new entertainment than any 
of the silent newsreels this week. 


Opening shows Harry F. Sinclair, 
oil magnate, arriving at the jail in 
D. C. to serve three months for con- 
tempt. Accompanying noises make 
it a very realistic arrival The 
cameraman succeeded in getting 
two or three good side shots of Sin- 
clair’s face, once shown through the 
window of his own car, 


Elinor Smith, girl flyer, christen- 
ing the first of a fleet of “Air News” 
planes which will be used by Fox 
Movietone to speed film delivery. 
Aside from the interest in planes 
this shot is an excellent plug for 
Fox Movietone. 


Following is a penetrating study 
of China, via ovietone. Coolies 
are shown Working at the docks and 
then Peking’s champ knife-sharp- 
ener, who sings while he works. Not 
an inspiring vocalist, but plenty of 
color. In the same feature are in- 
cluded pictures of a Mongol prayer 
service in a Llama temple, going 
through an impressive ceremony, 


Bermuda swimming frolics spotted 
next to closing. Weismuller, Kru- 
ger, Martha Norelius and Helen 
Meany among the participants, 


Five clips, 9 minutes. 


Starts with a Joan of Arc cele- 
bration at Chinon, France, with 
thousands of people massed together 
for a speech by Cardinal Charrost. 


Most important features are Chi- 
nese children singing their lessons 
and scenes on board one of the U. S. 
warships visiting New York. Capt. 
Gannon, one of the “New York,” is 
shown disciplining a couple of sail- 
ors. The dame stuff figuring in this 
one should bring strong laughs. 
oe school sequence also sure- 
re, 


West Point cadets on parade and 
bathing girls at Galveston, Texas, 
complete B reel. 


Cc 
Six clips, 10 minutes. 


Three interesting news shots. 
Columbia winning the Housatonic 
regatta, Al Smith getting Notre 
Dame University’s Laetare service 
medal, and Mussolini reviewing 15,- 
000 Fascisti boys. 


Reel also has a horse race at 
Warrenton, the camera catching a 
fall by Count Rostoworowski that 
looked dangerous. 


Opens with a liner collision be- 
tween the Cristobal Colon, bound 
for Spain with 1,000 passengers, and 
River Orontes. The latter sinks 
when the boats pull apart. 

Raisin ballyhoo in the form of a 
pageant at Fresno, Cal., follows the 
boat race. Mori. 





METRO REVUE 

M-G-M MOVIETONE P 
14 Mins.; Songs and Dance 
New York, New York 


Well balanced line-up of vaude 
acts comprising. Frances White, 
Ponce Sisters, Reynolds Sisters, 
John Regan and Jack Pepper all 
doing their stuff neatly and -briefly. 

epper has the m. c..assignment 
and handles it in snappy fashion, al- 
though his talk lacks newness. 


The Ponce Sisters, on first, har- 
monize a pop number in fine style, 
followed by the Reynolds Sisters in 
frilly blouses and shorts doing a 
good tap routine, the only kind of 
dancing of any value. for the talk- 
ers. In the trey spot is John Regan, 
Irish tenor, singing the old standby 
“When Irish Eyes Are Smiling” and 
handling it acceptably.’ Pepper goes 
to work on the uke in the next to 
closing, vocalizing a comedy tune 
“Ain’t That Too Bad” and “Girl of 
My Dreams.” Wind-up has Frances 
White in rompers in front of an en- 
larged blackboard doing her kid 
characterization and effectively sell- 
ing “Gee, I'd Like To Be a Monkey 
in the Zoo.” 


“Names” and brisk specialty ma- 
terial give the subject substantial 
value. 


VINCENT LOPEZ 
M-G-M MOVIETONE 
6 Mins.; Pianist 

New York, New York 


In this short titled, “On the Air,” 
Lopez is shown in close-up doing a 
bit of radio broadcasting. Opening 
has him telling the unseen audience 
the falimiar: “Lopez Speaking, from 
station M-G-M.” The band leader 
is seen and heard to good advantage 
in solo piano selections, whipping 
over such,.intricate keyboard finger- 
ings as “12th Street Rag” and “Ca- 
nadian Capers” with neatness and 
dispatch. 

In his final number Lopez has the 
assistance of his unseen orchestra 
going through the motion of leading 
the crew from in front of the 
ivories. Suitable material for taik- 
ing program pretty much anywhere. 
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THE BLACK WATCH 


(ALL DIALOG) 
Los Angeles, May 190. 


Poz qedet end release. Feat 
Victor wage. Directed John For 
from Talbot Mundy’s story. alog by J. 


K. McGuinness, with John Stone ecenarist. 
Cameraman, J. A. August; film editor, A. 
Troffey; chief soundman, W. W. Lindsey. 
Western Electric system, sound on film. 
At the Carthay Circle, Los Angeles, for 
twice daily run at $1.50, starting May 8. 
Running time, 91 minutes. 

Capt. Donald King.......Victor Mclagien 


Yasmin... ..eee+-++s eveseecees+- MyTRA Ley 
Lieut. Malcolm King..++++...David Rollins 
Colonel. .....s++ osceresseooess Laimsden Hare 


Rewa Ghunga. 







eer ae ee 
Mohammed Khan. eoe.-Mitche w 

Major TWwyneS...seesseesss+Cyril Chadwick 
General (India)..«sesseceeses: .Claude King 
Major MacGregor. seseceeess+ Francis Ford 
Harrim Bey..ccccccecscoccesss Walter Long 
Field Marshal,....++++++++.David Torrence 






qe 

A talker with too many ifs to 
make it smash program material, 
but should sail for a normal swing 
around the de luxe sites. The boys 
will go for it despite that at times 
it distinctly reads like a dime novel, 
or maybe because of that fact. 

Story is loose jointed and far 
from well knit, the audience being 
asked to take plenty for granted. 
Opposed to this are the strong 
points of some excellent pictorial 
work plus sufficient actien to hold 
suspense. This feature, at least, 
keeps that promise. 

It’s a sound and action picture. 
Dialog is distinctly secondary and 
in one or two spots drips with 
melodramatic hoke, besides almost 
becoming maudlin in a love scene 
between McLaglen and Myrna Loy, 
the latter the only femme princi- 
pal. The unfortunate choice of the 
name of Yasmini for Miss Loy, 
which the “mike” translated as 
“Yes, Mini,” brought laughs the 
opening night; but this was imme- 
diately cut. Necessity of scissor- 
ing, however, leaves an awkward 
sequence spasmodically gasping for 
relief. Report is that these scenes 
were added after Ford completed 
the picture. Doesn’t make for 
smooth going, but as the picture re- 
veals a tendency to jump around, 
anyway, the distortion in pace is 
not too flagrant. ° 

Mundy’s tale is that of the Scot- 
tish Captain King, who is ordered 
to India to prevent a native upris- 
ing on the eve his regiment is leav- 
ing for France. He leaves without ex- 
planation and to an eyebrow-raising 
chorus from his brother officers. 
He further apparently besmirches 
his standing upon arriving in the 
East by getting into a drunken 
brawl, during which he supposedly 
kills a fellow service man, the ruse 
being an escape among the pack 
of fanatics planning to overthrow 
British rule. 

The natives worship a woman as 
their goddess, who, in turn, suc- 
cumbs to the brawn of King. Too 
much the gentleman to carry his 
deceit that far, he quells the rebel- 
lion in a machine gun slaughter af- 
ter the natives have shot their god- 
dess, following her appeal to them 
to lay down their arms. 

Just how King manages to get 
about a dozen British soldiers 
among the hordes, who, at a sig- 
nal, throw off their robes to reveal 
khaki, is not explained. That they 
have seeped their way into the clan 
under orders is something patrons 
will have to figure for themselves. 
Also unexplained is the presence of 
Mohammed Khan (Mitchell Lewis) 
in the secret cave, a native but 
loyal officer to His Majesty and 
friend of King. Only reason for not 
blowing up the much coveted ammu- 
nition dump seems to be that the 
“mike” wouldn’t stand the strain. 

Ford’s best work, and sufficient 
to hold this one up for A house 
consumption, is the opening of a 
Scottish officers’ dinner on the eve 
of war, with bagpipes wailing. _ In 
addition there is a long but holding 
passage as the Black Watch regi- 
ment entrains, an excellent piece of 
work minutely recorded by lens and 
wire. Later thrills are the pipes 
playing the boys into action in 
France, a cut back as McLaglen 
gazes into a crystal, and the whole- 
sale mowing down of the natives 
as they attack up a steep tncline 
within a mountain cave. 

August’s camera work is superb 
in both these instances, the Scots 
being silhouetted against a strong 
hidden light as they come down a 
road through a wood. Intervening 
footage is given over to ponderous 
dialog carrying a mediocrely pieced 
story. A slow journey with occa- 
sional high lights. 

“Black Watch” is a peculiar ex- 





ample of a picture which wouldn't 
mean much silently, for the thrill 
in those pipes is potent and doesn’t 
rate importantly with dialog. Minus 
the talk but with the sound effects, 
and less the constant pauses for 
verbal passages to permit swift 
continuity, it might easily have been 
a corking release, 

Fox has been sending slow paced 
films into the Gaiety, New \ York, 
minus dialog. Here was one prom< 
ising heavy action which sound ef<- 
fects alone would have mightily en« 
hanced. So, with the detracting 
elementary dialog, the total rating 
is not much above the others, even 
though it should have an improved 
Gaiety chance because of Broad- 
way’s masculine drop-ins. 

McLaglen’s performance is just 
normal. He’s much toned down 
since a microphone has been placed 
on the set. Doing a strong, silent 
British soldier, the role has been 
taken litérally, with his talking no 
more than necessary. Miss Loy 
sheds an attractive appearance un- 
der, at times, outstanding lighting, 
aided by long robes. Roy D’Arcy 
and Walter Long are the dual men- 
ace personalities, both permitted to 
overact, especially Long, and 
D’Arcy adhering to the ultra slow 
articulation generally associated 
with a scheming Hindu. 

Of comedy there is little or none, 
Mr. Lewis handling the majority 
of a meagre quantity in continu- 
ously asking Allah’s forgiveness for 
his sins and then pushing some one 
off a cliff or running a saber ciean 
through. Lewis could have stood 
more footage, as, with a splendid 
voice and his burly personality, he 
fits with McLaglen, and the pic- 
ture needs all the vocal high lights 
it can secure. A not-so-polite “rasp- 
berry,” offered a London street 
singing trio, failed to register for 
a laugh here. ‘ 

Weird notes of the pipes, Ford’s 
handling of his mob stuff and Au- 
gust’s method of recording his di- 
rector’s direction of mass are the 
foundation of this release. It will 
probably take much cajoling to in- 
duce McLaglen to play another love 
scene (house giggled at it), and 
they’d better give this boy some 
virile conversation if he’s going to 
retain his popularity. c 

A program picture which might 
have been a pip. Sid. 


THE SQUALL 


(ALL DIALOG) 


First National production and _ release, 
Directed by Alexander Korda, based on 
Bradley King’s arrangement of the Jean 
Bart play. Recorded on Western Electric 
disc system, with musical score credited 
Leo Forbstein. At Central May 9, twice 
daily, $2 top. Running time, 104 minutes, 
oT OPAPP TITI CLT TTT Myrna Loy 
Josef Lajos......... eeeeeee-Richard Tucker 
Maria, his wife.. Ccccvcess Alice Joyce 
Paul. ccocccccccces escecs Carroll Nye 









ITM. .ccccccccccccccooccsccsLmretta Young 
Peter. .ccccsecesccecscsercssers Harry Cording 
LANA... ccccccsdecescecsesesesss Za-Su Pitts 
El Moro...... eceecseess- Nicholas Soussanin 
Uncle Danl...cccccecsesssss Knute Erickson 
Niki....... eceesseoeces George Hackathorne 





“The Squall,” on screen especially 
if not on stage could have been 
written around Harry Rosenthal’s 
privately distributed little song, 
“When I Lay in the Hay.” As a 
picture this First National will get 
its quota of money in the regular 
houses for it’s full of make and hay. 
Otherwise it’s too muchly padded 
and it’s not $2. Of course not $2, 
so few are. 

The hay thing is suggested by 
Myrna Loy as Nubi, the gypsy girl 
who blew the troupe, landing in a 
farm house, seemingly knowing 
every haystack in the _ territory. 
That’s where she made her dates, 
on the sunnyside of a stack. And 
on the make she did a cleanup in 
the farmhouse, from the hired man 
to the son and his father. The only 
one Nubi muffed was the grand- 
father, and, from what the girl did 
do the old man would lave been a 
pushover for her. 

At the Central the picture ran 
past its logical ending. That should 
have been when Nubi had to go 
back to the gypsies and the horse- 
whip. She didn’t bust up the home, 
after all, but she put several bad 
dents into it. For Nubi as a gypsy 
was a gyp out for jewelry, etc. 
probably the queen of the dirty- 
skinned gold diggers. 

Miss Loy’s overconfidence in her 
gypsy sex prowess is doubtless the 
fault of the script. It is sadly ap- 
parent after the first 15 minutes 
what is going to happen in the re- 


(Continued on page 23) 
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A practical demonstration of what 


PARAMOUNT leadership means to you! 





PARAMOUNT 





hits in May. 


wUune 


™ MAURICE CHEVALIER in 
“Innocents of Paris” $2 Talk- 


ing, Singing Success. 





my «A DANGEROUS WOMAN.” 
All-Talking, with Baclanova, 
_4 Clive Brook, Neil Hamilton. 


“THE MAN I LOVE.” All-Talk- 
ing, with Richard Arlen and 





@ Mary Brian, Baclanova. 


f GEORGE BANCROFT in 
i “Thunderbolt.” Wray, Arlen. 
™ Bigger than “Wolf of Wall Street.” 





RICHARD DIX in «The Wheel 
of Life.” Esther Ralston. Big 
5 All-Talking drama. 


Va “DIVORCE MADE EASY.” Al 
“ = : Christie’s hit. Douglas MacLean, 


<2 Marie Prevost. 





and July. 


‘GENTLEMEN OF THE 
-] PRESS.” All-Talking with big 


as a Broadway cast, 





1, «THE RAINBOW MAN.” Eddie 
#8 Dowling’s Sono-Art $2 Talking, 





Singing Success. 


“THE STUDIO MURDER 
MYSTERY.” Bigger than “Ca- 
nary.” Warner Oland and all- 

star cast. ; 





me CLARA BOW in “Dangerous 
Curves.” Richard Arlen. Bet- 
3 ter than “The Wild Party.” 











1 CHARLES “Buddy” ROGERS 
7 in “A Man Must Fight.” Mary 
1 Brian, Wallace Beery, June 
a Collyer. 


“THE CONCERT.” Starring 
wer) Adolphe Menjou, Fay Compton. 





SOUND SHORTS: 20 Paramount Acts .... 6 Christie Talking Plays “™ 


PARAMOUNT -— Any Season! 
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| gYouc AN’T 
5h Sell Mergers at 
Your Box-Office: 


No. 637— Straight from the Talk by Carl Laemmle, 
Universal Pictures Corpor 


President of the ation. 
ICKY FEELING IN 


DON’T LET MERGERS GIVE YOU A PAN THE TUMMY:. 
AN’T SELL MERGERS AT YOUR BOX-OFFICE. YOUR 


AFTER ALL, YOU C 
interested in them. 7 
R D IN ONLY ONE THING, AND THAT’S 
o y don’t even know, nor cares what company made 
hey are looking at. 
D BY THE MERGERS. VERY LIKELY THEY ARE 
at least financially. 


e ways and may help the stability of the industry, 
F MERGING COMPANIES TO 


PECT THE MERE ACT O 
pictures come, + will be in spite of mergers rather 
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7 result in bett 
than because of them. 
THE FILM DAILY SAYS “UNIVERSAL 1s THE ONLY REMAINING INDE- 
pendent producer-" 
AND ISN’T Ir AN INTERESTING COIN CIDENCE THAT IN THE VERY 
rsal is “the only remaining independent producer,” Universal has not 
of corking good 


year when Unive 
only the four great big box-office_bets of the 


| smaller pictures besides? 
| UNIVERSAL HAS NO MERGERS TO OFFER YOU. 
ined every offer it has received to merge or be merged. i 


litely but firmly dec 
right now doing the vety biggest business of its long career: 
: THE GREAT SENSATION OF YEARS, “SHOW BOAT,” COMES TO YOU 
ey from Universal — not from any merger: 
a THE MAGNIFICENT BOX-OFFICE, “BROADWAY ” WHICH SO MANY | 
2 companies have tried to CO y either in plot or title, comes to you from “the only 
ependent prt ucer” — not from any merger: 
JAZZ KING,” 1S ANOTHER 


ee4 remaining ind 


E PAUL WHITEMAN SPECIAL, 
VU iversal studios — and is not from any merger: 
“THE BARNSTORMER x 


nt 














AND SO ON DOW 
i er sure-fire entertainments. 
L OFFERS you IS THE ONE YOU CAN 
the best stories, the biggest names, the finest 
can sell at your 


rful pullers. That’s the kind of merger you 
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Get Ready for 


—_  COWLEGE LOWE 


- It’s a 
aemmle What a speed-mad, j 
+ t - ‘ ad, jazz-j 
: : versity of California | sses pep with ogg Laemmle, Jr., has 
Club. With all the favor: rousing songs b 
avorite players of ‘ d 
‘The 


Collegians,” i 
. ’ ludi 
e rected by Nat Ro s, Dorothy Gulli 

ss. ver, Churchill R 
oss, Eddie 


10 
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—— ‘ : ; | the picture. The values of the pro- ‘ 
THE SQUALL an = cramped by directorial! duction depend largely on charace} Punch laughs. Charles nto. as | pewepeper life. gt oe in — 
command. terization, and in the grou se-; the stew reporter, is the biggest! aspects is natural, considering a 
| (Continued from page 20) Like the opening and closing Of | quences the picture is ufelike und }@sset to the picture. He has the} Ward Morehouse of the New York 
7 a some theatrical shows of yore, 3 / vivid, moving swiftly and humor- | #.:ost effective part in th» story, the | Sur ed and abetted by five or 
maining hour. This in itself blunts gang of geese and some oxen indi- | gysly strongest laugh lines, the best de- | more co oring scribes on other 
the edge for suspense. Bromides| cate the beginning and ending otf The ; , hos “aps ;. | livery and displays exceptional abil- | local dailies, is responsible for the 
and dead pan performances by S8€V-| each day by being paraded out of |. nen come spots where mere * bity. He scores the heaviest returns | script Mori. 
eraj in the cast provide an unex- | the barnyard in the morning and re- |} —— wo of neces eatin tO} with the invitation he hands out 
pe ted amusement at times. turned in the evening. The first few that’ W: ye a a ha # “ae — to Snell's secretarv, “Come up to ETERNAL LOVE 
Had the camera shunned close-| times their passing is interesting, jected hang ditnceyes ye m vA the my partment some time and fight | 
upping Alice Joyce during her talk-| but after that the blare of sound |) oceedings at those times _ | for _your honor." (SOUND 
ing moments, Miss Joyce's mother | quacks and scientific renditions of 4 rei ‘ 4 =~ al Huston is supported by a fine cast : : \.ubitech 
who knows all but keeps mum| chicks klucking become irritating. There are several opportunities | ciomeee® thee Eien wien Sein teale< yor 
would have been meritorious. As Waly. for stirring dramatic action and | i, gund spe: aking well. With Kath- |‘ ? iKraly 
it is, this actress’ endeavor to ar- anne ee bot wel. 9 0 len — erine Francis as the seductive siren | ® stoph 
ticulate within a few feet of the nage Repent Roar Oe See NOC? I and Betty Ls wierd .ae- the daugh- |: AT a kon; one 
ene, SEREeS WHE S VES OF mene GENTLEMEN OF PRESS — Bnet Pe me tind Pe res te I a oto sidan Na A d also re- ~ ¥s re : Huns 60 
tone register, impresses as sound SOmmSwWaR, Chat rc La. _ | cording. the maior difficulty in cast- | minutes. a ; . York, -week 
peg Her manifestations be- (ALL DIALOG) Action is held up several times, a this — ne = So hot M 
a RS ae . . « ana Paramount production and release. Di-| making it draggy where clever > ‘ : : . | Mareu al vreees ) arry more 
couse marked, as does the audience | rected by Millard Webb. Based on the ropping should have been used to Next in importance to Huston, | Ciz) eos armitia He re 
inclinations to giggle, as she dis- play by Ward Morehouse, Screen adapta- p DI & : ' who | — strai ht ati 1 tv ~ | Lorer ‘ abe Se Victor V: my 
covers the gypsy's wrecking tactics. tion by. Bartlett Cormac] Dialog directed olster. . 4 » “gd 1 4 — by td re — 4. . | Re ras . oewees+- oe Mobar Husworth 
Miss Jovce’ . “Oh. My God!” “G by John Meehan. Photographed by George Story is of a newspaperman who without any fireworks, is Ruggles, | House) ON ggiays teas. ; R dtl Rosing 
Miss Joyce's 4 1 7 . x0 Folsey Walter Huston featured. At the| is away from home when his baby | Who cops the honors. Huston isn’t} p;, ‘ gece ...Mona Rico 
to your room, which she delivers Paramount, New York, Saturday, May 11. rirl is b . not with her when she at his best in this kind of iniPp Mother : Evelyn Selbie 
numerous times to Nubi and her} Running time, 75 minutes. _ Be Bea a ae ode onl ps Sra assignment. It doesn’t call for | 7 ’ ; 
son Paul, become more hacked and oon Gee Ss a a K Dhan an Preach out a special edition of his paper much except stolid, even delivery.| With a peach of a box-office title 
amusing, since the same tonality is Charlie MePeRcconcece dst Charles Roggles| when she dies in childbirth. As he] Ruggles has all or most of the color band a great star, “Eternal Love’ is 
there. Dorethy Saell...0+- govertnes Betty \Lawtord) sits at his desk, stunned, a Yale| and the lines. ja disappointer as a Barrymore. It 
Perhaps the most natura] per- =e a SEED eine PUT BN college boy with ink on his nose In general the picture serves up} wil get by AS 2 rosvam release 
formance is rendered by Za-Su Pitts | “pear os... lil... Lawrence Leslie| and hero worship in his eyes hum-|4 sombre, if accurate, portrait of} (Continued on page 27) 
as Lena, the-»house servant, whose —_—_— bly asks the great Mr. Snell (Hus- 
boy friend, Peter, is the first to fall Fair enough for the single wéek]|ton) for some advice on the news- 
The big Harry Cording, with a fero- | stands, this talking picture version] paper business, and is told to get 
cious expression but light voice and] of the slightly anemic stage play | out of it before it poisons him. : 
select English, essays Peter excel-| will create no tumult, though it is it is a strong climax, yet it never AND 
lently when he is not talking, practically assured of moderate| gets over. The death scene of the 
Loretta Young as the innocent] business as gauged from the new}| young woman at the hospital, with 
Irma, betrothed to Paul, played by | talker level. her father away, doesn't hold, COLUMBIA RECORDING ARTISTS 
Carroll Nye, is a beautiful screen| There is drama in this story, but | either. ; Featured in “OPPORTUNITY IDEA” 
subject. Her voice, however,’ is|it never quite clicked in ‘the stage Comedy, lines and delivery, about rte or - oe uae’ we Welkdeles 
identical with commencement ex-| play, and there was no reason to| the only things that register with LOEW'S salen ~ Be OT ee oe nutes m 
ercises in a grammar school. Nye| suspect it would be otherwise inj} regularity. But no steady stream of we yal cen ’ 
gives a stereotyped juvenile per- = a 
formance ai Ak Nal HS OES ES U2 ROLE ARORA LATO ic ee eS CS Te ae ee ee 








The inconsistent father, Josef 
Lajos, is played by Richard Tucker. 
Here, also, Tucker shows flashes of 
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HARVEY H. GATES exhibitors install the 
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T is designed by the Bell Telephone Laboratories, It will give the same year in and year out service 











the largest research organization in the world as does your telephone. 
TITLES CONTINUITIES h bl f . . . " 
~~ devoted to the problems of acoustic engineering. It is installed under the supervision of experts 
It is manufactured by the Western Electric Com- selected from among the staff of telephone installers 


pany in the same factories and to the same standards of the Bell System. 
BEN HOLMES of quality as is the telephone apparatus of the Ie ie intintidiinedoud-esvalced by. 9 niin te 


Bell System. ganization of experts skilled in the maintenance of 
Movietone Director It is the system by which the following producers telephone service. 
Universal are recording all of their productions; 





It offers the greatest freedom from breakdown and 
EE 5 ae ee Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. program interruption, 
Fox Film Corporation oe : 
f quately protected by a large group of fan- 
SONY A LEVIEN Paramount Famous Lasky Corporation damental patents which insure the exhibitor against 
Metro-Goldwyn-May = Pictures Corporation damages arising from patent infringement. 
United Artists Corporation 








Adaptation and Dialegue 














First National Pictures, Ine. It is leased upon a reasonable profit basis which 
“THE YOUNGER GENERATION” ° e ° 1< > ~ 
New wih Dank Universal Pictures Corporation - this Company is under contract not to exceed, thus 
‘ Hal Roach Studios, Inc. protecting the exhibitor against excessive charges. 
<> ae Columbia Pictures Corporation It is leased upon a time payment plan that eases 


Harold Lloyd Corporation ; the exhibitors’ financial problem. 
ara ason Metropolitan Sound Studios, Inc. ; ; : 
+ Itis leased by a company that is financially strong 














Adaptation and Scenario It a the same quality yh aoe =: age a enough to remain in business. 
in the theatre that goes into the recording of a 
” 5 , ; : 
“The Broadway Melody these productions in the studio. It has proven its quality and drawing power at the 
: : aegis? box office and pays for itself, 
It has been in successful commercial operation in , pa) 
theatres for two years and nine months and is the It is the only system that is giving your house the 
Byron Morgan ’ system that has brought about the adoption of talk- support of a nation-wide advertising campaign in 
ing pictures by the motion picture industry. popular magazines. 
Original Story . > ° 
“SPEEDWAY” It is installed and successfully operating in 2000 It is the world’s standard — the system by which 
Now in Production M-G-M theatres throughout the world. all others are judged, 
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Ist Nat's Own Chain of 25 





‘First-Run Theatres in U. S.; 


Through its subsidiary, First Na- 
tional, Warner interests are forti- | 
fying themselves nationally by es- 
tablishing 25 big first-run houses in 
as many key cities. Survey of 
Property in several cities already | 
has been made. The plans which 
have been okayed and ordered 
placed into the works include the | 
building of about 13 of the theatres, | 
with the remaining 12 to be taken 
over. 


Financing of the project, which 
will give Warners its first complet 
theatre representation, will be car- 
ried on by First National, The lat- 
ter will also have its trade-mark 
in the lights of each house. 

It is figured that $12,000,000 will 
be sufficient working capital. The 
plans are to swing the major bulk 


of the required money by letting 
each city subscribe to bonds to be 
issued in connection with the in- 
dividual] theatre. 

The theatres, which will be 


known as the First National chain, 
will have their own operator. The 
latter will be independent of Spyros 
Skouras, head of the Stanley circuit, 
it is said, although it is learned at 
the same time that in all probability 
an executive will be picked from the 
present Stanley ranks. 


There is a certain amount ot 








13 Houses to Be Built 
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“Pathe Sun” Corrects 





gan issue of “Pathe Sun,” Va- 


riety is corrected on its report 
that Paramount had contract- 
ed for a partial delivery of 


| In Pathe'’s current house 
} 
| 
! 


Pathe sound news. 


| “The Sun” states that Para- 
|| mount has’ contracted for 
Pathe sound news for 52 
' 


weeks, with 50 per cent. of the 
output twice weekly. 











credence placed in inside 
associating Si Fabian with the new 
post. Under his agreement with 
Goldman, Sachs, slated for closing 
this week, Fabian is retained as a 
| Stanley vice-president, with powers 
considerably broadened compared to 
those existing under the partnership 
regime, 

The First National circuit, because 
of the amount of construction found 
necessary by the survey, is not ex- 
pected to be in complete operation 
before two years. Theatres will be 


Several, including those being taken 
over, will be operating under the 
First National banner by September. 

















NEWS OF THE TALKERS 


LEO MORRISON 








VAN 


AND 


SCHENCK 


Engaged by 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 


For 


Full Length Talking Feature 
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Leads and Dialog Direction 


MANAGEMENT 


LEO MORRISON 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL, HOLLYWOOD 
New York Office: 67 West 44th St. 


for 
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opened individually, it is learned. $20, $10 and $5’s 


Publix May Bay Out 
Butterfield in Mich. 


Detroit, May 14. 

Walter 8. Butterfield may sell, it 
is said, his interest in the Butter- 
field Circuit in this State to Publix. 
This is reported to follow the pres- 
ent objective of Publix to buy out 
its partners, 

Publix is said to hold 25 per cent. 
of the Butterfield houses. Radio- 
Keith-Orpheum also holds a block 
of stock. With Butterfield’s per- 
sonal holdings Publix would be in 
control. Butterfield runs his cir- 
euit, but has been desirous for some 
time of taking a long rest from 
work. 

Michigan is Butterfleld-sewed up 
outside of Detroit. The circuit is 
now contemplating three new the- 
atres, one each in Jackson, Muske- 
gon and Sault Ste Marie. The 
latter house will seat 1,000; other 
two, 2,000 each. 


COUNTERFEIT 
BILL PASSING 
IN NEW YORK 


or 





Mostly 
—Method of Operation 
—One Passer Caught 





Counterfeit money has been bob- 
bing up with amazing frequency in 
the theatres of New York, partic- 
wlarly the popular-priced houses 
where the spurious currency has 
made its appearance of late. 
Theatrical men -claim that they 
understand there is something like 
$1,000,000 in bogus bills now floating 
around waiting to be passed by the 
means known to the makers and 
distributors of counterfeit money. 
There are any number of $20, $10 
and $5 bills of the N. G. type. Down 
14th street way the bogus tens have 
been bobbing up. One was handed 
into the b. o. of Fox’s Academy Mon- 
day night but alertness on the part 
of the cashier not only stopped the 
bill going through but the passer 
was detained by the police for fur- 
ther questioning. 

It is reported that the Federal 
authorities are honeycombing the 
theatrical districts on the report 
of the bogus bills with a wide 
search made for a man giving Davis 
as his alias, 

The gag is for one of his passers 
to step up to the theatre money 
booth in a white coat, no hat and 
han@ in the phoney asking for 
change, making the cashier believe 
that he works in the soft drink 
parlor next door. The ruse in- 
variably works. He does the same 
racket as a radio electriciam or 
store clerk. 

In the uptown theatre districts 
the treasurers are more on the 
alert than ever and giving more 
time to the inspection yf the bills 
as they come through. 


Eastman Cuts Orchestra 


Rochester, May 14. 
Eastman theatre orchestra has 
been cut from 69 to 46 players. The 
musicians whose contracts do not 

run to Aug. are the ones ousted. 
According to Arthur M. See, 
manager of the Civic Orchestra, the 
action of Publix will not affect his 
Players ae they are all under con- 
tract, including several of those 

fired from the theatre orchestra. 


Melson Shifted 


Pittsburgh, May 14. 
Charlie Melson, m. c. at the Stan- 
ley, Philadelphia, comes to the 
Stanley here this week as guest 
m. ¢€, replacing Vie Irwin, 
worked four weeks. 
Efforts were made to put over 








Stanley ballet, as m. c., but mu- 
sicians’ union refused to sanction 
move since Masters plays no 
strument. Masters handled 


eral conferences between local and 
national officials. 
Management attempted to get 


was rebuffed. Bringing Melson 
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Was a lasi-minute more. 


who 
Frank Masters, dancing director of 


in- | 
the 
show for a few days last week, but | 
the union ruled him out after sev- | 


' 
| 
special dispensation for Masters but | 


in 








W. E. AMPLIFICATION 


Western Electric has accom- 
plished another detail toward 
perfecting amplification which, 
it reports, cuts in half the 
number of horns now planted 
in theatres using its equip- 
ment. 

The elimination of trumpets 
at the bottom of the screen 
has been made possible be- 
cause of the discovery that 
lower register in tonality can 
now be handled as well by the 
amplifiers at the top of the 
screen. 

While Radio is using only 
cones for its Photophone am- 
plification, claiming -that the 
results are better than those 
obtained by horns, Westernites 
reply that their company aban- 
doned cones after an experi- 
mentation extending over two 
years. 


Western Electric Wiring 
Increase Ratio 820-110 


Chicago, May 14. 

For the first quarter this year, 
from January 1 to May 1, Western 
Electric has made 820 complete 
sound installations, as against 110 
installations for the same period 
last year. 

W. E.’s Hawthorne plant here is 
working on a 24-hour shift getting 
the equipment out. 


ST. L.-N. Y. JUMP 
Los Angeles, May 14. 

Fanchon and Marco “Ideas” will 
jump direct from St. Louis to New 
York, according to the present line- 
up. 

Route for the stage shows, start- 
ing at Denver, will be Topeka, 
Omaha, Ft. Wayne, Ind.; Milwau- 
kee, and St. Louis. 
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Fox’s Boston Theatre Obstructed 
By “Large Interests, Says Realtor 


+ ee 
Boston, May 14, 
Charging that a bitter and under. 
cover war between picture com- 


paines is holding up construction of 
the new Fox theatre building on the 


site of the Touraine hotel have 
been mage by William K. Bean, 
Boston realtor, who promoted the 
deal in which Fox bought the 
property. 

The corporation intends a 24. 


story building on the site, housing 


the largest theatre at a cost of 
$12,000,000 to $15,000,000. “Actual 
construction is being held up by 


agents for other large picture in- 
terests fighting bitterly to keep Fox 


out of downtown Boston,” Bean 
says. 

“The project necessitates the 
closing of Tamworth street,” he 
continued, and “there was every 
reason in the world to believe the 


action of the street commissioners 
would be favorable, On Feb, 12, the 
day before the hearing, 10 taxpayers 
brought a bill in equity protesting 
against the closing of Tamworth 
street. Now these so-called tax- 
payers are not abutting property 
owners; in fact some of them are 
not taxpayers at all and several are 
not even residents of Boston. 

“That is why I believe they are 
under-cover agents of large picture 
interests.” 

The street commissioners cannot 
act until the case is disposed of 
in court. It will come before the 
full bench late in May. Attorneys 
who appeared for the protesting 
taxpayers also represent the Fa- 
mous-Players-Lasky Corp., Mr. Bean 
said. 


BENNETT FILM DEFERRED 


Pathe has postponed indefinitely 
the production of “This Thing 
Calied Love,” made from the stage 
play of the same name. 

All preliminaries had been com- 
pleted, Picture was cast after some 
30 tests were made of people when 
the order was given production was 
off for the time. 





Constance Bennett heads the cast. 











ADDRESS ALL 


WEISS BROTHERS 
DE FOREST PHONOFILM STUDIOS 


Licensed by General Talking Pictures Corporation 


An efficient and highly capable organization 
is now available to all producers desiring 
Complete Studio and Exterior 


Recording Facilities .,£°""*, ., 


Including 
A Department for the Synchronization of Silent Pictures 


WEISS BROTHERS 
DE FOREST PHONOFILM STUDIOS 


318 EAST 48th STREET, NEW YORK 
Phones: Vanderbilt 7340, 3754 


For the 


Talkies 


INQUIRIES TO 











“HECTOR” 


THE LOVABLE PUP 
And HIS GANG 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 
Week May 11 
“Let the Airedale Out” 
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repeat tour of eight weeks, 


| Seattle 














HANDERS 
MILLIS 


After successfully touring Publix Circuit again booked for a 


(Wash.) “Post-Inquirer”: 


Representative: MAX HART 


opening June Ist in Chicago. 


“Two exceedingly funny men ad 
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COL UMBIA. WINS | 
AGAIN! 


From the entire Industry’s Picture 


offerings, ROXY picks 


Tr é a 2 99 
Father And Son 
with 
JACK HOLT, Dorothy Revier, 
Mickey McBan 


| World Premiere-ROX Y-May 18 


For the SECOND TIME in 
THREE WEEKS—and for the 
THIRD TIME in as many 


months, a COLUMBIA 
TALKING PICTURE is played 


in the world’s finest theatre. 


: The Talk. of The Industry@ 
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Ist 
came One Big 


ALL TALKING 
HIT. Then in real 
UNITED ARTISTS 
fashion came a 2nd 
and that one knocked the 
industry right off its chairs, 
and as if that wasn't enough to 
prove to every buyer of film in the 
business that United Artists Pictures 
were the best bet for their theatres—big or 
small—along comes a 3rd ALLTALKIE and that 
- one joined right up with the previous successes—and 
lo and behold—the whole industry woke up to the fact 
that UNITED ARTISTS’ first three efforts in the produc- 
tion of All Talkies had turned out THREE of the Greatest 


100% TALKING PICTURES THAT HAVE 
BEEN MADE TO DATE. YOU JUST HAVEN'T 
HEARD OR SEEN OR PLAYED AN ALL TALKIE 


UNTIL YOU HEAR, SEE AND PLAY 


Samuet GOLDWYN The War of Biaecoat and Black jacker 


—_—— 
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PRESENTS HIS 
PRODUCTION.' 





















EXCHANGE 





BASED ON THE STAGE PLAY 
“NIGHTSTICK” 
By JOUN WRAY ano J.C. NUGENT 
ano ELAINE STERNE CARRINGTON 
With AN 
ALL~STAR CAST 
UNITED ARTISTS 
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ETERNAL LOVE 


(Continued from page 23) 


but will not hold up for the few 
weeks it is spotted into the Rivoli, 
regardless of the fact it’s primarily 
a showcase Broadway exhibition. 

It’s a straight love story, but gen- 
erally familiar, although with the 
Barrymore artistry and distinction 
and the satisfying Lubitsch pro- 
duction, the theme takes on a meas- 
ure of special significance, 

As a picture it’s almost a cheater 
considering the outdoors stuff, but 
everything was done with a view 
to realism and does not call for any 
heavy “nut.” Action is laid in the 
Tyrolean Alps, time around 1812 in 
the midst of the Franco-Austrian 
warfare, which made the neutral 
Switzerland a geographical connect- 
ing link between both nations. 

Compromised by a scheming vil- 
lage gal, Barrymore is forced to go 
through a marital ceremony with 
her, leaving Camilla Horn bereft 
and forced into marrying the char- 
acter personated by Victor Var- 
eoni. 

Circumstantial evidence points to 
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Breaking All Records 





Marks Bros. Granada 
and 


Marbro Theatres, 





Chicago, IIl., Indefinitely 








Barrymore as the murderer of Var- 
coni and with the escape of the 
pair to the Alpine heights, they 
find their “eternal love’ in the af- 
terlife as they walk to meet their 
decom amidst a glacial avalanche: 
this, as an alternative to the en- 
raged village posse which is press- 
ing on their heels. 

The tragic ending, for all its sen- 
timenality, is not the least of the 


a general commercial proposition it 
will ring the cash register, thanks 
to that title and the John Barry- 
more name value. 

Sound synchronization (there is 
no dialog) is excellently carried out 
by Dr. Hugo tiesenfeld’s score. 
There is no theme song. Sound ef- 
fects are limited to the rifle shots, 
sounding of the door gong, door 
knocking, ete. The village revel in 
the town hall to celebrate the 
French emancipation was the occa- 
sion for considerable atmospheric 
color, native dance music, masque 
effects, etc., but that was the sole 
important production effect; rest 
was mostly outdoors. 

Lubitsch has some fine touches 
to indicate the sex stuff in Barry- 
more’s relations with Camilla Horn 
and Mona Rica, the hoyden whom 
he seduces in a drunken aftermath 
of the masquerade whoopee. For 
the main, however, it’s innocuous 
romance stuff, a bit thick, but on 
the whole mildly pleasing. 

Casting generally is satisfactory, 
as is the play. Abel. 


THE VALIANT 
(ALL DIALOG) 


Fox production featuring Paul Muni. 
Based on play of same name by Robert 
Middlemass and Holworthy Hall. Adapta- 
tion and dialog by Tom Barry and James 
Hunter Booth. Directed by William K. 
Howard. Cameraman, Lucien Andriot. At 
Roxy, New York, week of May 11. Run- 
ning time 66 mins. 

SONMEOD FIOMOs cccccccccecececcces Paul Muni 
Mary Douglas......... Marguerite Churchill 
Warden. secececesss+ DO Witt Jennings 
TUASO. cocccce cccccoccocecessesenry Kolker 
Mrs. Douglas. ..ceccccccssessss: Edith Yorke 
Chaplain....... ccccccceces meichard Carlyle 
Robert Ward..... eoeseee-JONn Mack Brown 
Police Lieutenant.........Clifford Dempsey 
Dr. Edmondson......++..--..George Pearce 
PORMGOMAR. co cccccccctccccceseece Don Terry 





Despite its fine recording and act- 
ing the impression is inescapable 
that this one might better never 
have been produced as its theme 
and story is essentially too drab, 
agonizing and grim to appeal to the 
average American moviegoer as en- 
tertainment. 


It's the story of a drifter who 


; jness. It is 
flickers shortcomings, although as 








commits a murder and valiantly 
fights to keep his family from learn- 
ing of his guilt. It matters very 
little under the circumstances that 
Director William K. Howard has 
done his job well and that the di- 
alog is as natural and intelligent 





as any heard to date. No amount 
of technical competence could have} 
redeemed such material from bleak- | 
not sufficiently epic to 


be powerful tragedy and it is too! 
fatalistic and sorrowful to be other 
than depressing. 

At no point is there any doubt} 
that in the end the valiant will go 
to the electric chair. Nor are the} 


cause, motive and circumstances of| 
the murder made clear, The audi- 
ence never sees the murdered man. 
An off-set shot at the start sym- 
bolizes the crime. Ali this tends to 
increase the agony-for-agony’s-sake 
effect. 

The scene between the valiant 
and his sister in a room at the peni- | 
tentiary is strong and perhaps there 
will be tears from sentimental 
folks. On the other hand the thin- 
ness of the story, the lack of action 
or incident, and the debatable plau- 
sibility of the valiant’s trick of hid- 
ing his shame from his sister and 
at the same time creating an honor- 
able alibi for the mother’s peace of 
soul makes the sum total of the 
picture pretty slight. 

Paul Muni, the former Muni Wi- 
senfreund of the Yiddish stage, 
brings to his role a wealth of hu- 
manity. He registers splendidly 
with utter naturalness and while he 
will be difficult to cast he should 
find an important niche in the talk- 
ers. His voice is rich and pleasant, 
his personality strong and virile, 
and if he is not pretty, neither is 
Lon Chaney or Emil Jannings, and 
Muni has what those feilows have 
not, dialog utility. ws 

It’s going to require much smart 
showmanship to exploit this young 
Yiddish-American actor, but direct- 
ed and handled intelligently, he 
leoks like one of the legits who 
will survive in the talkers. 

Marguerite Churchill also gives a 
finely shaded and strong perform- 
ance, She is an ingenue represent- 
ative of ihe home girl type of 
American womanhood, but without 
any spilling over of the sugar bowl. 

With mention of the able per- 
formance of the veteran screen 
actor, DeWitt Jennings, there is 
little else to report on the cast. The 
production is first class, although 
not expensive (appraising what 
shows in the finished product). 

It doesn’t appear from a show- 
manly standpoint that “The Valiant” 
will do more than get by. It’s 
dubio’~ diversion for the generality. 
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THE PAGAN ~ 


(NO DIALOG) 
(Song Sequences) 


M-G-M production and release. directed 
by 5. Van Dyke Ramon Novarro 
starred Adapted from the short story by 
John Russell On film tract Movietone 
Titles by J. H. Jasson. Cameraman Clyde 
ie Vinna. Running time, 80 minutes, At 
Capitol. New York. week May lL1. 
Henry Shoesmith, Jr...... Ramon Novarro 
MaGRe. cocccccccceccceseeoces: Renee Adoree 
TRO. «oc cccccoecesesecosesces Dorothy Janis 
JOTANSOM.. ccoccccccccccesecess:s Donald Crisp 

“Pagan Love Song,” sure fire 


|\formula sentimental ballad, together 


with the billing possibilities of Ra- 
mon Novarro singing it, ig enough 


to do the trick for the release. Pic- 
ture has plenty of assets, among 
them the always effective tropic 


love element, smashing photography 
and a fine production. Particular 
interest to the fem fan, and word of 
mouth should make it a builder for 
week dates. 

Novarro does a capital bit of act- 
ing, the only weakness being a dull 
fight climax, which injures an 
otherwise effective performance. 
Weakness here probably is inherent 
in the story rather than a lapse of 
either player or director. 

Point of the whole narrative is a 
contrast between the simplicity and 
kindliness of the South Seas half- 
caste and the hypocritical cruelty of 
the white trader. When these two 
characters come to. grips at the 
finale, it might injure the literary 
point to have the docile native turn 
tiger. Delicate ethnic question here, 
but for screen purposes the present 
treatment igs disappointingly mild. 

Story has in it a quality resem- 
bling “Sadie Thompson,” although 
it is dealt with in an incidental way. 
Even then it contributes to interest. 

Van Dyke also directed “White 
Shadows,” which had its day on 
Broadway. In “The Pagan,” the 
same director, working in the same 
locale, has achieved notable beauty 
of settings for his romantic tale. 
Sky and sea ghots are stunning. 
Tricky camera angles of the hero 
swimming out to an off-shore vessel 
are‘examples of fine dramatic and 
pictorial sense. 

Theme song, one of those slow, 
lilting chansons, is skillfully. woven 
into the action, reprised time and 
again always in a manner appro- 
priate to the situation and taking 
effectiveness from that fact. Here, 
on tropic beach, sings to moonlit 
sea, and heroine, captive on trader's 
ship, replies. Again, when the lov- 
ers have for the moment triumphed 
and are together in a mountain re- 
treat, hero sings a phrase, and the 
girl, idling in the house, makes 
musical reply. 

Novarro and Dorothy Janis have 
nice voices in this reproduction, and 


sit 


— —— oj 





ithe sentimental motif of the song 
touches the romantic situation with 
|a good deal of color, no matter whe 
iis singing, 

| Picture is entirely without dialog, 


jalthough sound effects of many 
lkinds. Church bells ring, birds 
carol around the couple's retreat 





jand other incidental bits, but the 


jtitle method of exposition is used 
lthroughout. Title writer has done 
a good job, titles being colored with 
just the right shade of humor. For 
instance, on the introduction of the 
vicious white trader, line is “When 


East meets West the result is six 
barroomgs and one bank,” neatly ex- 
pressing the picture man’s idea that 
influence of civilization is to corrupt 
idealistic life of the simple native, 

tenee Adoree has an entirely sec- 
ondary role, as a sort of Sadie 
Thompson, and plays it for all it 
is worth. Donald Crisp is the white 
trader, handling the heavy role with 
commendable judgment and re- 
straint. Miss Janis is new to lead- 
ing roles, picked here perhaps for 
her voice and because she fitted the 
role of native girl by her brunet 
coloring. She does handsomely by 
the casting direction, playing a pas- 
sive role with a good deal of naive 
charm, eloquent in spite of its 
quietness, 

Picture on a certified box office 


(Continued on page 49) 

















ROSE 


VALYDA 


Featured in FANCHON and MARCO'S 
“COTTAGE SMALL” IDEA 














GENE 


SHELDON 


Seeing the World with Mr. Publix 














Phototone (5) Non-Synchron- 
ous Equipment For Sale 


First class condition; $500 each, 
which isa 560% off value. Special price 
for someone who can use the five. 
Terms to suit, immediate delivery. 


Apply MISS ROBINS 


1531 Broadway, Sth floor, or phone 
Chickering 5800 
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9360 MELROSE AVENUE 





A COMPLETE SCHEDULE OF PRICES AND TERMS 


QUALITONE 


THE VOICE OF THE SCREEN 


SOUND ON FILM REPRODUCER, $2,500.00 
Terms: $1,000.00 Cash—Balance in 52 Weekly Payments of $29.70 Each 


SOUND ON DISC REPRODUCER, $2,500.00 
Terms: $1,000.00 Cash—Balance in 52 Weekly Payments of $29.70 Each 


COMBINATION SOUND ON FILM AND SOUND ON DISC, $3,500.00 


Terms: $1,500.00 Cash—Balance in 52 Weekly Payments of $39.60 Each 


. $1,000.00 


SOUND ON FILM ATTACHMENT FOR QUALITONE DISC DEVICE ALREADY INSTALLED, 


Terms: $500.00 Cash—Balance in 52 Weekly Payments of $9.90 Each 


SOUND ON FILM ATTACHMENT FOR OTHER DISC DEVICES, $1,500.00 





Terms: $750.00 Cash—Balance in 52 Weekly Payments of $14.85 Each 








QUALITONE 


THE DEVICE YOU CAN AFFORD TO BUY 








Prompt Delivery—Orders Filled in the Order Received 
First Come, First Served 


QUALITONE CORPORATION 


SAMUEL FREEDMAN, President 


HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 
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T.0.C.C May Be 


Says 0 Reilly and Kibitzers With Him 


" 
For the fifth time the Theatre 

Owners Chamber of Commerce} WHEN FROM IDAHO 

hoisted the green flag over the 

president's chair as Charlie Chicago, May 14. 

O’Reilly was helped into it yest ™ When the wilds of Idaho or 

dey (Tuseday its oon = going Wyoming fall into the Loop, it 

to remain, several kibitzers said isn't necessary to tell them by 

about the induction. j their clothes—just listen to 
Charlie is out to put the organ- their chatter. 

ization back on “its old paying Calling at the box office of 

basis.” He explained there was the Palace (vaude), one of 

$25,000 in the bank to the outfit’s the Idas inquired about the 

account when he left it two years scale and the seats. Told $2 


ago. What the amount now is he 
won't say except that new member- 
ship rates, taxing houses from one 
to three bucks weekly, depending 
on classification, will shortly realize. 

That Sapiro pulled a civil war 


and strained conditions existed for | 
conceded by! 


some time after are 
©’Reilly. <A lot 
are back in the 
not see any reason 
should not include 
the 350 indie 
are clustered 
and a few 


of Aaron's friends 
fold. Charlie can- 
why the roster 
the majority of 
houses which he said 
in the five boroughs 
square miles of Jersey. 
One stand O'Reilly is taking and 
that is that when the outfit holds 
its next eating match no one must 
eall it the “last supper.” Charlie 
said that this crack was made re- 
cently at an affair. 
Fox's take-overs 
with business or 
let it be known. 
been one of our 
bers,” he said. 


interfere 
pleasure, O'Reilly 
“Fox has always 
most loyal mem- 
Charlie said that 
it was easy for any film man to 
belong to two organizations and 
that Fox’s membership in the Hay,’ 
body had never influenced the indie 
owners. 

As to how the TOCC will proceed 
under the new regime with electrics 
and more combinations, etc., Charlie 
just told the boys: 


won't 








“We'll take things as we find 
them and we'll take them one by 
one.” 

HERMIE 


KING 


MUSICAL MASTER of CEREMONIES 
Direction FANGHON & MARCO 
Oakland Theatre, Oakland, Calif. 











THE COMICAL BILLY 


SNYDER 


Has been HELD OVER for 14 weeks 
at the Golden Gate Theatre, L. A. 
Direction HARRY M, SUGARMAN 


Pulled | Up Again, 


| wood 








was the top, he wanted to know 
where those “1,000 good seats 
at $1” were located. 

Shown the layout, 
clency expert seemed to go 
| strong for the 50c section and 
was told that was in the bal- 
cony. Getting a load of the lo- 
| cation of the balcony, other- 
| wise known as the gallery, the 


the effi- 





50-center asked the box office 
man if he would see the same 
show from that height 


as he 
would downstairs, 
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'Fox’s Shorts Cost Too 








Los Angeles, May 14. 

Fox will discontinue all talking | 
shorts after Clark and McCullough’s 
contract expires in about 30 days. 
Executives figure dropping of the 
shorts will clip about $1,000,000 off 
the studio overhead. The Fox 
shorts have run around $20,000 
each, not regarded as a profitable 
investment, 

Decision to abandon short pro- 
ductions will apply to everything, 
even scenics. Fox Movietone News- 
reel is, of course, excepted. 

Fox has been dropping its short 
subjeet staff gradually for some 
time as their contracts ran out. 


Reade ‘Has Pier Theatre 


Walter Reade is taking over the 
new theatre under construction on 
Convention Pier by the city of As- 
bury Park, N. J. Reade assumes a 
21-year lease next December, when 
the house is due to open. 

The annual rental is $55,000. 
| Reade controls all the theatres in 
the resort, five in number, 











Okla. Mismanagement 

Oklahoma City, May 14. 
Minority stockholders have ap- 
plied for receiverships for the Vie- 
torian and Ritz here, alleging mis- 
management. 
Tlouses are 

Emenhiser, 


managed by A. H 








Much—All Going Out 


; Dialog for “Snapshots” Gen. Flect Not ‘ Strong- Arming” 


its “Holly- 


Co ] umbi a may produc e 
Sereen Snapshots” in dialog. 
about five years old 


one of its kind, is 


series, 


the only 


This 
| and 


| chs utter stuff about the celebs of the | 


film colony. 


During the transition period, with | 


of new personalities in 
Columbia has felt itself 
dropping behind the par'de so far 
as the snapshots are concerned. 
Hence the plans to say it in wax. 


KEITH AND PAN 
DEAL CLOSING 


hundreds 
Hollywood, 





It seems accepted that the Keith 
purchase of most of the Pantages 
theatres is very near to closing. An 
indicator is that Maurice Goodman, 
Keith's chief counsel, who has 
been preparing and going over the 
papers on the Keith-Pan deal, sails 
today (Wednesday) on the “Beren- 
garia” for his summer vacation 
abroad, 

It is understood that Keith’s will 
not take over all of the Pan the- 
atres as reported. Other theatrical 
interests will get the remainder, 
other than a house or so Alexander 
Pantages wants to hold for realty 
purposes, 





Spurt in Independent 
Production of Shorts 


A count of the independent oper- 
ators around New York this week 
reveals a significant activity both 
in feature length product and also 
in shorts. 

There are probably half a dozen 
indie operators in New York making 
shorts, also on independent sound 
systems. Newest in the field is E. 
kK. Lincoln, who has taken over one 
of the old Fort Lee studios to do a 
series of brief sketches, with him- 
self as the central figure. 

Harry Delf has turned out a 
group of shorts, using the disk sys- 
tem installed in the American Re- 
cording Laboratories in East 28th 
street, New York. 

In the same plant Sidney Phillips 
has been active for several weeks. 
Harry Sebastian likewise is at work 
in that establishment. E. F. Giett 
has completed a group of shorts, 
using the Powers studio on Tth 
avenue, 

Among the feature length pictures 
now completed in New York and 














CLIFF 


DANCiNG 
PETROFE'S 


MAX TURNER WILLIAN 


CRANE 


COMEDIAN 
UNIT “FORE” . 


Paramount, Toledo, Ohio, Week May 17 


| MORRIS NAT KALCHEIM 











EDDY 


Featured in 


Rep.—LYONS & LYONS 


MAY 


Davis =a LaRue 


“BE 
Thanks to FANCHON and MARCO 


ACH NIGI®®” Idea 


R-K-O—MARTY FORKINS 


ready to market are one under the 
Chesterfield brand (Bachellor), done 
by Biophone process; Weiss picture 
made under the DeForest equip- 
ment, and Sam Zievrler’s picture 
| starring Nat Carr and made under 
R. C. A. Photophone license. 


EXCELLENT RESUMES 








wood” 
Excellent Pictures, inactive for 
about a year, resumed production 
with its first all-talker made by 


the RCA Photophone system, at the 
latter’s studio in New York. 
Picture is called “Talk of Holly- 
wood.” It includes Nat Carr, Fay 
Marbe and Gilbert Marbe. 
Directed by Mark Sandrick with 
Walter Strenge, Sam Browning and 














Billy Casel on the technical end, 


= 


Exhibs on “Quality’"—Cutting Prices 








PLUGGING SILENTS 


Chicago, 


May 14. 
Bryn Mawr and Ardmore, 
neighborhood grind houses, 


took extra space in the news- 
papers to plug the silent 
drama, 








. anil 


Marks in Chi May 
Book at Keith’s, N. Y. 


Chicago, May 14. 

Meyer Marks (Marks Bros.) and 
his booking manager, Murray 
Bloom, made a brief trip to New 
York last week with the reported 
intention of opening negotiations 
with Keith's booking office. 

Reports are that the Marks Bros. 
have propositioned Keith’s to book 
their local stage bills out of New 
York. They operate the Marbro and 
Granada theatres, large full week 
band presentation stands, here. 





_—— 


Marks and Bloom conferred with 
George Godfrey, booking head of 
Keith's, in New York, Result not 
made known, 

A short time ago, in Chicago, Ben 
Piazza, Keith’s western manager, 
was approached by the Marks with 
a proposition to book the Marbro 
and Granada on a commission basis, 
Piazza referred them to the Keith 
general offices in New York, stat- 
ing the deal needed eastern sanc- 
tion. . 

Marks Bros. have always booked 
direct in Chicago through Bloom, 
who had space in the Loew (Johnny 
Jones) office out there, and at times 
through Irving Yates, Marks’ rep. 
in the east. 

Estimated revenue to Keith's if 
booking the Marks Bros.’ theatres 
would be from $400 to $600 a week. 


PAYING OFF MUSICIANS 


Omaha, Seand All Summer, 
Letting Orchestra Loaf 


Omaha, May 14, 

Milton Feld, Publix executive, has 
made an arrangement whereby 14 
musicians will draw $65 weekly 
salary until September 1 without 
working. 

Musicians had contract with 
Publix when the Riviera was re- 
christened Paramount and the stage 
units were discontinued. 

The renamed house opened to fair 


Par, 


business after a week of darkness. | 


Indications are that the more eco- 
nomical policy should give the 
house a chance to break even, at 
least temporarily. 





Turns Out Talker, “Talk of Holly- | 








| 


| 
| 


Radio Corporation (General Elec. 
tric) is not in league with Western 
Electric on the latter's fight against 
interchangeability, officially called 
inferior reproduction. Photophone 
executives declare that they are not 
going to “strong arm” the film ine 
dustry. Their system will be to ap- 


peal to the exhibitor whose device 
is responsible for a_ consistently 
poor performance. If. he refuses 
to make a substitution for the better 
it will end there, they say. 

At the sdme time Radio, with but 
a fraction of the equipment instal- 
lations possessed by Western, is 
taking advantage of what it believes 
is a superiority complex antagonism 
being aroused by the sister electric, 
R. C. A. is slicing $1,500 and $1,000 
off its de luxe equipment which sells 
for as high as $20,000, all 
sories included. 

As both electrics’ prices haye 
been practically on a par, with cach 
one following the other, the slash 
in the big model price proved a sur- 
prise to many within the Photo- 
phone headquarters. The cut will 
be affected through the service 
charge. 

Western officials have gone on 
record that their de luxe equipment 
topping around $21,000 is at a 
minimum for the present quality 
offered. Several have even said 
that a cut in price, unless for a 
smaller model, would be bound to 
injure the quality which its 
scientists had set on the 20 grand 
plane. 

Under the new price list that 
$1,500 will be lopped off photo- 
phones in the C and B class, these 
de luxe models attuned for houses 
of over 1,000 seats, The grand cut 
is for houses with seats from 750 
to 1,000. 

No reduction will be miude on 
the junior model for which instal- 
lations are promised starting July 1 


acces- 





CHARLES 


TROY 


Late of “LADY FINGERS” 


Featured in Fanchon & 
Dir.: LYONS & 





Marco Ideas 
LYONS 











FAMOUS 


B. B. B.’S 


Boasberg’s Biggest Booster 
Coffee Dan's, Los Angeles, Cal. 




















ary -«« Bobby 


“YOUTH—SPEED—PEP”’ 
FEATURED DANCERS 
WITH PUBLIX “CHINATOWN” UNIT 
| OPENED ORIENTAL, CHICAGO, MAY 10 
Direction MAX HALPERIN—WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 
R-K-O Agent—HARRY DANFORTH 














Thanks to BEN THOR, LOUIS K. SIDNEY, DAVID SCHOOLER, WALT ROESNER and ARTHUR KNORR for their Kind Co-operation 


26 WEEKS’ ENGAGEMENT 


AU REVOIR BUT NOT GOODBYE 


WEEK JUNE 1, ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


CAPITOL, NEW YORK, AND VALENCIA, JAMAICA, NEW YORK 


A MARVELOUS ENGAGEMENT FOR WHICH I AM GRATEFUL 


EVELYN WILS 
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Another Achievement Of Dr 
Theatres Of 750 Seatin: 
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Payments And 
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KE a taxi. 


Be on time, 
minute of *‘The Squall”! It will give you an en- 
tirely new idea as to how great Talking Pictures 


can be... For with this one production the art of 


Don’t miss a 


audible screen drama enters a new and greater 
phase! The critics call it“‘interesting, compelling 
drama” — ‘flaming hot entertainment” — **two 
performances glowing and genuine and believ- 
able” — ‘*Alice Joy ce’s work is splendid” — 
‘Myrna Loy awed premiere audience . . . wins 
acclaim as gypsy charmer, twice as volcanic 


as her stage counterpart”... Call a taxi—now! 
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FIRST 
NATIONAL'S 
Sirst 
100% TALKING 
PICTURE 


is a 92° Hit! 


oe 


Firat 
tfenstesatelt 






























FATHER and SON 


for one 
Woman?! 


Ps 
SRS 


rk old, feonn samiersteena father, from son— 

NUBI in **The Squall” takes love where she 
will! Half woman, half savage—NUBI is as prim- 
itive as Desire. Cyclonic in her caresses, whirl- 
wind-wild, she rages untamed through once 
peaceful lives... You'll learn the difference be- 
tween Love and Loving when you see delicious 
Myrna Loy, sensational overnight star, as Nubi, 
and hear her sing the new hit ‘““Gypsy Charmer,”’ 


the song ‘*The Squall” made famous! « ‘ ° 


With 5 Stars — Alice 
Joyce, Myrna Loy: 
Loretta Young, Zasu 
Pitts and Richard 
Tucker. And a haunt- 
ing theme song, 














Seccess? 


‘Interesting, compel- 
ling drama.’’—Graphic 


**Flaming hot enter- 
tainment.... Plot ab- 


sorbing.”’ —News 


**Myrna Loy a joy to 
behold.’’ —World 
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i Hi ’At Talk H B&KT E 
Lower’ er Kentals or Ibs RENTAL COMPARISON | | ee rying tra 
| ' Acts to Boost Monday Biz 
In 1920 when “Madame X” cme marke sper Ganterses -—- > y 
: < and Madison avenue, New York, . 
o Dust, days Vole of Texas | iu. \ sr" se | oh Sailing Sa Ss 
leased, the weekly rental for hs , * page ne P " = aniet Chicago, May 14. 
an average key city was | se ective ne ighborhoo¢ cinema To strengthen the Monday busie 
— ---—— — around $600 , house fostering novel talking pic- | joss, B. & K. is using at least three 
< t ) e ’ . $ S « é 
" : . : i; tures, P 20 } . 
. _ — Now it is claimed that the , id a _ radio acts for the day as added ate- 
Dallas, May 13. Corsicana, Texas, stepped into the Pst fe He u ~m ms a The quaint building, originally tomeblinn ° the Norshore to work 
? > . = oe e i erce age e | . o_ : ; ‘ oye - Ss , NOT SHOES . a 
Unless producers reduce prices on | Palace of that tewn Sunday, May 5, same cities for “Madame X,” the Club Vingt, wherein the first | itn the stage } i unit 
sa > c€ ‘Ss ( Madame aA, . 4 ¥ h the stag bane ni 
sound films, one-third of the 1,500 and arrested nine employees for Oi WE ae BEN - On 100 of the land cavorted, subse- | Oe Pm f ; 
picture houses in Texas will have violating blue laws, second en- art rity ee ee a quently made into an art gallery, | Acts are pk ked rom local sta@- ‘| 
> : 4 s11e 1a auiine bred- , , ions , oO Lio encourag <i 
to close, according to a statement | tercement of new state law ordered seis “teat ; ti ; tly ker . was erected in 1880. It is situated | toms. with exploitation ul sing e 
4 > ‘rick, é etter F on ’ Knowr’r . , . > ves } ‘e OOK rile : 
made by Col. H. A. Cole, head of enforced by Governor Dan Moody. pice - fe re ! tinh in one of the most exclusive neigh- j the natives to have a l Kk at what } 
: ‘ . . 4 . star o vz ay tha : : icomes ‘oug » air 
the Texas Theatre Owners, at a It was also the second arrest at por so an r Ses mor to , borhoods with eight huge new bare poate + = J 4 
semi-annual meeting of that body.| the Palace, three employees having ianies th wenn’ Oe eee japartment buildings in the process ; rl, igge of local Morris office 4 
Cole argued that where it once been arrested the Sunday previous] } ooo. ial-tee't me se ee te 4 of erection now. OOKING. "i 
i r one for the same violation. Palace op- psa a a The picture house will show such ns = j 
cost the small-town exhibits to run ‘ “ pring Sta ‘ \ grosses houses now play to as friendly selective and _ intimate | 
a picture about $125 a week, a erated by Dent Theatres, Inc., of compared with the grosses of riendly, selective anc ntimate F B Chi ‘ 
on < es. 4 at < ~ Sse. i ts -are ag ara Longor S ; ; 
talker now costs them around $500, Dallas. ; 1920. talke a _ oe Oye stg" with its ox uys mese 
a considerable difference where no No action has been announced yet policy of exclusiveness. The spon- 
change of admission price i ¢. | 28 to policy to be taken towards the j}sors are hopeful of developing a} 
Fret Tle a po = th: e ©" | major houses operating in the ° ome. blueblood patronage. Ad- | Los Angeles, May 14. 
“3 er 2 Bees - gt larger cities. Inexpensive Tieup mission will be high. There will be| Fox has purchased Grauman’s . 
= = pate Thao Ring bem vthes east ee: ino such attractions as ping-pong|Chinese from United Artists and ® 
1e old sound films. That the talker canning a . a ween ional attac 3; 8 as ; 9 | ak 330 Fi 
~acgecan” rooms or other recreational attach- | Sid Grauman and will take posses- -§. 
— is limited to about 2,000 of G d 0 T Ik Unusual terms for a commerctal | ments conjoined with the presenta-|sion about July 1. It is expected 
i 000 film houses in the United ran pera a er tie-up were made recently by Man- | tion of its pictures, the run of “Broadway Melody” will 
States. It could be abbreviated, ccleaieamel ager Emde of Proctor’s Palace,| It’s a talking sure-seater, in brief.| be terminated at that.time. Pur- 
Cole said, if producers would reduce 


prices and made a play for 
market. 

Added to high cost of films, little 
exhibs have the imitial installment 
expense of wiring equipment, many 
of whom cannot stand the expense. 

Only about 10 per 
houses in Texas are 


a big 


cent of the 
wired. 





Texan Sunday Arrests 
Dallas, May 14. 
Deputy Constable W. P. Pierce of 











“We're Told ant Clara Bow Has 
’ Too” 


JARRETT 


AND 


LISTE 


Two Girls With Two Megaphones 


| of 
| Keesport two weeks ago and 











BABE MORRIS 


“Queen of Tap-Dancers” 


This Week, Harding, Chicago 
Direction WM. MORRIS OFFICE 








Los Angeles, May 14. 

With two acts of “Faust” now 
being inserted in a picture Called 
“Midstream,” Tiffany-Stahl goes on 
record as the first producers to at- 
tempt bringing grand opera to the 
talking screen. 

This picture 
time ago, 
and Claire 
leased, 


was made some 
featuring Ricardo Cortez 
Windsor, but never re- 


HARRIS’ EXPANSION 
Pittsburgh, May 14. 
1,600-seater and latest 
Harris chain, will be 
next Monday. Straight 
at first. With opening 
Harris Memorial theatre in Mc- 
now 
are 
luxe 


Mt. Oliver, 
house in the 
dedicated 
film policy 


Mt. Oliver, 
gradually 


Harris interests 
expanding in a de 


way throughout the city and sub- 
urbs. 

Stanley De Fazio is manager of 
new house. 


Anderson With Col. 

Dick V. Anderson, 

sales manager of International 

News Reel, has joined Columbia as 
southern division sales manager. 


for 10 years 

















Newark. 


A local jeweler offered six sets of | 
trinkets worth $75 each to patrons. 
advertising 
up Irene Rich, 
who was making a personal appear- 
also met cost of 40,000 
coupons issued to patrons as basis 


Jeweler paid for local 
campaign playing 
ance, and 


of jewelry gift. 


Only cost to the house was a %0- 


word trailer the week previous, 
calling attention to the gift fea- 
ture. 





BURR’S ORGANIZATION 
Los Angeles, May 14. 


Cc. C. Burr will have his own dis- 
first 
exchange will be in Los Angeles, 

In 
four 
studio. 
from play 
stage this spring. 


tributing organization. The 
with Ezra Skirboll in 
production side he will 
features, at Met-Christie 
First will be “Squawk,” 
produced on local 


charge. 
make 


Fox “Follies” Date 
Los Angeles, May 14. 
Tox “Movicione lollies” 
“Mary Dugan” 
May 26, 


This date Will signal the general 
long-postponed 


release the 
“Follies.” 


Picture is on oversize ne 


of 


gative. 


succeeds 
at the Criterion here 








Tear Gas Spreaders 


Known in Providence 


Providence, May 14. 

Two Pawtucket movie houses, the 
Capitol and Strand, have been tak- 
ing it on the chin for the last 10 
days because of tear gas spreading 
activities in the two houses. Cap- 
itol manager blames union men for 
keeping patrons from house on two 
occasions, and says union is trying 
to intimidate him into hiring union 
help. 

Persons responsible for gas inci- 
dents got away on both occasions 
at the Capitol, but their luck didn’t 
hold out at Strand, Publix house. 
There they were recognized and 
names turned over to Clarence F. 
Millett, manager, who says prose- 
cution is planned. 

Millett refuses to reveal identity 
of persons linked with spread of 
tear gas until legal department of 
Publix has been consulted. 





M-G-M MEETS IN CHI 
Chicago, May 14. 
M-G-M will hold its national sales 
convention in Chicago this year. 
Opens June 15 at the Drake hotel. 





chase price was around $1,000,000 
for the building and ground lease 
which has 25 years to run. 

Grauman will continue with the 
theatre in an advisory capacity, 
policy of the house to remain as 
two-a-day and $1.50 top. Negotia- 
tions had been on whereby Publix 
wanted 50 per cent. and operating 
control as that chain has no place 
in Hollywood for Paramount prod- 
uct. That deal was called off two 
weeks ago with Harold B. Frank- 
lin stepping in and negotiating for 
Fox. 
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JACK POWELL; 


WATCH THE IMs 


Mpr 
wr 

















EXPRESSING MY APPRECIATION TO 


MARK LEDDY vou: 


WONDERFUL CO-OPERATION 


JACK POWELL 


THE ONE AND ONLY COMEDY DRUMMER WORKING ALONE 
IN ALL OF SHOW BUSINESS 


This Week, (May 11th} 
_| PARAMOUNT, New York 


IN 


JACK PARTINGTON’S PUBLIX UNIT, “FIFTH AVENUE” 


Just Completed Two Solid Years for Publix, for Which I Wish to Thank : 
A> 


THE PUBLIX OFFICIALS 
Direction LEDDY & SMITH 
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in Tone and Dependability 


and now 


ower in Price 





RCA PHOTOPRONE 


The .Quality Sound System of the Screen 


It was inevitable that the manu- 
facturers responsible for the 
development of the screen’s most 
highly perfected sound system 
should find a way to bring that 


system within the reach of every 
theatre. 


Production economies, resulting 
from increased demand, coupled 
with the engineering resource- 
fulness of the Radio Corporation 
of America, General Electric 
Company and the Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Com- 


pany, have now made this pos- 
sible. 


Effective at once, cuts of $1,500 
and $2,000 have been made on 
the prices of the equipment for 





Effective 
at ONCC... 


Reductions of 
$1,500 to $2,000 
for the famous 


RCA PHOTOPHONE 


TYPE B Equipment 


NOW 812.000 


TYPE C Equipment 


NOW 89.500 


TYPE D Equipment 


NOW $7,500 


Synchronous dise attachment for above 
equipment, $1,500 extra 


Type “F°’ Equipment 
For theatres of 750 seats and under 
Combination Sound-on-Film 





and Sound-on-Dise $5,950 
Sound-on-Film only $4,750 
Sound-on-Dise only $3,450 


theatres of from 750 seats to 
5,000 seats. 


RCA Photophone’s Type ‘“F” 
Equipment for theatres of 750 
seats and under already offers 
the greatest value of any sound 
apparatus in the field. 


The monthly service charges on 


all types of equipment have been 
proportionately reduced. 


Prepare for Fall business and 
give Summer business an extra 
pull, by placing your order for 
this superior sound equipment 
now. Contracts filled in order of 
receipt. Immediate action will 
mean installation within as 


quickly as thirty days. 


Address All Inquiries to Commercial Department 


RCA PHOTOPHONE, INC. 


Denver 
$17-17th St. 
U. §S. National Bank Bldg. 


235 Montgomery Street 


Subsidiary of Radio Corporation of America 


411 Fifth Avenue, New York 


San Francisco 


Chicago 
100 W. Monroe St. 
Room 1810 


Russ Building 


Kansas City, Mo. 
Davidson Bldg. 
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Picture Possibilities 


“Carnival”—Unfavorable 


“CARNIVAL” (Irving Lange, Comedy-Drama, Forrest). 
Censor barrier to all that might make material worth a quickie. 


Rush. 








“The Come-On Man”—Unfavorable 
“THE COME-ON MAN” (Crook Drama, Roy Walling, 49th Street). 
A crook and detective play with nothing new unfolded in plot. Ibee. 





“Congratulations” —Unfavorable 


“CONGRATULATIONS” (Lawrence S. Lawrence, Henry Hull, Na- 
tional). 


Farce with little substance—not for screen. Rush. 





“The Jade God”—Favorable 
“THE JADE GOD” (mystery drama, Ben Stein, Court): 


Has makings of program picture. English locale but with Oriental 
background. Ibee. 











JUST PUBLISHED 


MOTION PICTURES with SOUND 


By JAMES R. CAMERON 
INTRODUCTION by WILLIAM FOX (Fox Film Corp.) 


Motion Pictures With Sound covers the subject from A to Z in such a 

manner that the subject is easily understood. The book measures 

74% x5 inches, contains 400 pages and over 150 photographs and 
diagrams 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN SOUND PICTURES YOU'LL NEED THIS BOOK 


PRICE FIVE DOLLARS 
Cameron Publishing Co. Manhattan Beach, N. Y. 











Too Expensive Jumps 
Take Unit Out of Par, L.A. 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

With Publix eliminating its units 
in Omaha, Dallas and Denver it was 
figured it would be too costly to 
jump a stage show here direct from 
Indianapolis, then close it and 
transport the company back to 
New York. With the close of 


will go straight sound. 

This house was the only one of 
the Publix western houses which 
remained in sound after the shows 
were withdrawn in three other 
coast towns in April. It was figured 
if shows jumped here from Minne- 
apolis and -then back to New York 
about $8,000 would be averaged in 
railroading each unit. 

With the withdrawal of the units 
from the Paramount, Loew's State 
will be the only downtown house 
to have stage presentations. 


Ascher Deal Delayed 


Chicago, May 14. 

Clearing of the Ascher Bros. 
bankruptcy hearings, before the cir- 
suit is taken over by Fox, was de- 
layed again last week and post- 
poned to May 20. 

Attorney Mattias Concannon, rep- 
resenting a creditor, stopped the 
| works by filing a petition objecting 











to consummation of the sale to Fox. 
Chicago Title & Trust Co. is operat- 
| ing the houses in receivership. 











and 


to advise on and solve local film 









and silent pictures 


HOLLYWOOD 















In the interest of an even greater 


motion picture industry 


Eastman Kodak Company 


. E. Brulatour, Inc. 


announce the completion of three 


new west coast service facilities: 


A RESEARCH LABORATORY 


Supervised by Kodak service engineers ready 


A PRIVATE THEATRE 


Fully equipped for the projection of sound 


A REFERENCE LIBRARY 


Freely available, like the other facilities, to all 


technicians and executives in the industry 


6706 Santa Monica Boulevard 


problems 











“Cheerio,” May 22, Paramount here | 














INDIE DEVICES 
MADE EASY 
FOR SUMMER © 





Indie equipment purveyors are 
more worried about summer busi- 
ness right now than the war 
against them by Western Electric. 
How to get to the indie exhibitor 
during the lean months at the box 
office is their problem. 

One seems to have solved it by 
taking only a down payment of $500 
and another half grand when the 
exhibitor is satisfied. After that 
no regular payments asked until 
October, giving the regular exhib 
plenty of chance to recoup from 
summer stay-aways. 

Another outfit, to overcome the 
sound on film dilemma which has 
thwarted even Pacent, is guaran- 
teeing the attachment by June 1 or 
else relieving the exhibitor of fur- 
ther payments on its disk device 
until the apparatus appears. This 
company exacts a down payment of 
about $290, 10 per cent of the cost 
of its equipment. 


Qualitone Sti!l In 


Los Angeles, May 14. 
In Western Electric sound dicta- 
tor story last week mention was 
made that Qualitone equipment had 
been replaced by Western Electric 
at the Meralta, Los Angeles. 
Robbins and Berman, who oper- 
ate the house, say this has not been 
done, with Qualitone adding that 
the contract provides that equip- 
ment must remain in the house. 
Owners of the theatre had to pay 
$700 deposit for a Western Electric 
equipment. It is understood that 
this was cancelled as delivery could 
not be made as fast as Qualitone. 








Department Store Buys 
Granada, Salt Lake City 


Salt Lake City, May 14. 

Granada, recently wired, has been 
sold in excess of $500,000 by A. L. 
Glasmann, of Ogden, to the W. T. 
Grant chain store company of New 
York. 

BPuiiding will be converted into a 
department store. Granada, former- 
ly American, fronts on Main street 
and occupies 26,500 square feet. The } 
theatre will be operated until Jan. 
1, next, it is said. 


MAYER, NEW DIST. MGR. 


Des Moines, May 14. 

Under the new Publix policy, Ar- 
thur Mayer of Chicago succeeds 
Harry David as division manager 
here. Nate Frudenfeld remains a 
district manager. David goes to the 
Chicago office. 

Capitol reopened as the Para- 
mount May 10, with straight pic- 
ture policy, under management of 
Jack Roth, 

Capitol, Cedar Rapids, and Riv- 
iera, Waterloo, will also use only 
picture policy May 18. 

W. E. Staude has resigned man- 
agement of the Garden and Palace 
houses here, effective May 15. No 
successor has yet been named, 








3 STAGEBANDS OUT 

Chicago, May 14. 
Three Publix houses formerly 
booked out of the William Morris 
office have discarded stage band 
shows and go into straight sound 
policies this week. They are the 
Capitol, Cedar Rapids; Riviera, 

Waterloo, and Fort, Rock Island. 





Non-Synchronous Devices 

Last week in reporting that Wal- 
ter Reade has removed five Photo- 
tones from his theatres and is re- 
selling them for $500 apiece, Va- 
riety did not mention the devices 
are in the non-synchreonous class. 

Reade found them satisfactory as 
such and is substituting with the 
wired equipment of Western Elec- 
tric, to accommodate major talker 
productions. 





12-Episode “Tarzan” 
Los Angeles, May 14. 

Universal will make 12-episode 
serial “Tarzan the Tiger,” based on 
Edgar Rice Burroughs’ “Jewels of 
Opar.” 

Frank Merrill and Natalie King- 
ston featured. Production starts | 
early in June, with sound and dia- | 
log. 














Motion picture 
rights for a na- 
tionally press 
syndicated com- 
edy character is 
available for 
series of talking 
shorts. The 
character is 
adaptable to 
the talents of 


CHARLIE 
ALTHOFF 





Tune in on 
Station WABC 
and Columbia 
network at 9:36 
P. M., Wednes- 
day, May 22, for 
the La Palina 
Hour and listen 
to this char- 
acterization as 
portrayed by 


CHARLIE 
ALTHOFE 


Radio Contracts Negotiated 
by 
T. D. KEMP, Jr. 


Hammerstein Building 
New York 
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PORTLAN D, ORE. 
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Buying Trendler’s $ Interest 


Detroit, May 14. 

It is understood that the negotia- 
tions by Publix to secure full op- 
erating controlof the local Kunsky 
houses are on for the purchase of 
ithe George Trendler interest. 

Publix, through Balaban & Katz, 
is said to have held one-third of 
the Kunsky stock. With what B. & 
K. now hold, including Kunsky’s, 


Publix will have around two-thirds, 
if buying Trendler. 
Trendler is the Kunsky 
manager. 
All of the Kunsky houses, except- 
ing one held by Kunsky, personally, 
are affected by the Publix deal, 


general 


Film Suits 
Arbitration claims by M-G-M 
against Barnett Amusement Corp, 
for $156 over 39-odd issues of Metro 
News reels at $4 a day at the ex- 
hibitor’s Imperial, Brooklyn, N. Y, 

RKO Distributing Corp, against 
George ‘Tetrault, operating the 
Grand, Watervliet, N. Y., for $504 
on a string of subjects. 

Consolidated Film Industries, Inc., 
against Quality Distributing Corp. 
(George H. Davis, Abraham Carlos 
and Paul J. Richrath) for $15,662.50 
on notes, 





Halperin on Publix Stages 


In the absence of A. J. Balaban 
from New York, all Publix stages 
(shows and productions) are now 
under the direction of I. M. Hal- 
perin, A. J. is expected to be in 
New York during the late summer, 

This Halperin is no relative, say 
the notorious Halperins of Chicago, 
who are hooked in with Variety. 





Scenes Left Over 
Los Angeles, May 14. 

Fox may use a number of the big 
chorus scenes filmed during the 
making of “Movietone Follies” in a 
new production to be called “Words 
and Music” under direction of 
James Tinling. 

There is said to be enough film 
left over in the Follies picture te 
make several musical comedy fea- 
tures. 





Fox’s Frisco Mgr. 
Los Angeles, May 14. 

Victor Keedy, treasurer of Loew's 
State for the past year, has been 
appointed asst. mgr. of the Broad- 
way, Portland, for Fox West Coast. 

He succeeds Robert McHale, now 
manager of the Fox, San Francisco, 
opening June 28. 





Joe Lee With Keith's 
Joe Lee, writer, advance man, 
manager, show and film exploiter 
has joined the Keith managerial 
forces. 
He is at the Orpheum, 
replacing Jack Allen, 


Brooklyn, 





Harry Watts in Minn. 
Omaha, May 14. 
Harry Watts, who quit the show 
business when resigning as mane 
ager of the Riviera for Blank-Pub- 
lix, has been appointed manager of 
the Minnesota, Minneapolis. 

















JOHNNY—PATCHEN AND GRAY—JOEY 
Featured in Fanchon and Marco's “Bows and Beaux” Idea 


8 Dancing Feet 


April6 | _ April 13_)__ April 20_)__April 27_ 
; PORTLAND | “Saturday’s “Betrayal” “Wild Party” “Nothing But 
| High. .$25,300 Children” $11,400 $17,000 Truth” 
ji Bbiee 7 1,000 $17,300 $14,500 
(Continued from page 12) Stage Show | ee te TR ; abe: 
BROADWAY “Weary |“Duke Steps”| “San Luis “Voice of 
PROVIDENCE | High. .$23,000 River” $19,500 Rey” and City” 
~ aes 38 alli : —— - | Low... 9,000 All Sound “Fantasma” $13,000 
April6 | April 13 "April 20 | April 27 A Pvt Meio: <i Hae Set $13,000 J ae els 
"STATE | —*Bway | “Bway ~ | “Duke Steps”| “Coquette” PANTAGES “Younger “Shakedown”| “Love in “Donovan 
High. .$28,800 Melody” Melody” $24,500 $19,000 High. .$18,000| Generation” $12,000 Desert” Affair” 
Low... 15,000 $28,800 $27,000 Low... 6,000 $14,000 $9,090 $11,000 
(Record) fats Bs Te . Vaude— ae ee ee a, pe «eee ee 
(' @ -* & Sse —____—. | ORIENTAL | “Show Girl” ante of PR. of Pte 
“Wil ty” | “Wear “Nothing But “Captive High. .$14,000 $6,000 avements” ingapore” argo’ 
Sigh" 914.006  ata.tbe ‘ River™ Truth” Woman” Low... 5,800} Vaude_— | _ $11,500 $8.000 $8,000 
Low... 8,000 (Record) $13,000 $12,500 $12,200 UNITED “B’way “B’way “B’ way ~ “Coquette” 
PO 7 "29 DS en Panes AS | . ARTISTS Melody” Melody” Melody” $14,500 
“tales a 8 “Close “Conquest for} “Captain | High. .$22,000 $13,000 $7,000 $6,000 
paren ark Oke Genny Bey” Harmony” Love” Lash” Cm pte RY yo Ds es a Rai Gn bee lee 
Low... 6,200 (Record) $13,000 a and $12,000 MUSIC ~ BOX “Sonny Boy”|“No Defense” | “Show Boat” |“Show Boat” 
All Sound Stolen High. .$20,000 $9,000 $9,000 $15,000 $12,000 
Kisses” Low... 4,000 All Sound s 
__ $12,900 os = Seite anngeea ene sais aaa <= 
= a renee SYRACUSE 
“SAN. FRANCISCO 
April 6__|__ April 13__| _April 20_|__April 27 _ 
“ April 6 __ April 13 April 20 April 27 _ STRAND “Weary “Why Be | “Clear Decks”| “Saturday's 

WARFIELD | “Capt. Lash” | “Syncopa- “Duke Steps | “Bridge of | High. .$15,000 River” Good?” $15,000 Children” 
High. . $41,400 $35,000 tion” Out” San Luis Low... 4,000 $15,000 $9,000 $7,000 
Low... 16,700] Stage Show $29,000 $35,500 Rey” (Record) 

$27,500 All Sound |__ 

GRANADA | “Wolf Song” “Betrayal” |“Wild Party”| “Coquette” EMPIRE “Hearts in “Hearts in “Simba” “Simba” 
High. .$36,000 $26,500 $22,700 $30,500 $36,000 High. .$11,000 Dixie” Dixie” $4,000 $3,500 
Low... 6,200} Stage Show | a4 (Record) Low... 3,500 $5,000 ___ $6,000 Pang Low 

CALI- “Iron Mask” | “The Letter” | “The Letter” “Divine STATE “Iron Mask” | “Coquette” “Duke Steps” “Voice of 
FORNIA $11,800 $23,500 $23,000 Lady” High. .$32,400 $18,000 $22,500 $23,000 City” 
High. .$34,000 All Sound $17,300 Low... 10,000 $18,500 
Low... 6,200 ECKEL “Divine “Sins of “Captive “Speakeasy” 
ST.FRANCIS “Doctor’s “Doctor’s “Canary $6,100 High. .$20,000 Lady” Fathers” Woman” $8,000 
High. .$22,200 Secret” Secret” Murder Case”| “Wild Party”| Low... 6,500 $7,500 $6,500 $9,000 
Low... 3,000 $7,500 $5,300 $7,000 Sa __> ow _. bs fh eee 
All Sound ; oo 
EMBASSY | “Stark Mad” | “Glad Rag | “Glad Rag |“Kid Gloves” ~ WASHINGTON — 
High. .$24,300 $9,500 Doll” Doll” $9,500 
Low... 7,000] All Sound | $12,500 | _ _— $9,000 ‘ iy shy April 6 April 13 April 20 April 27 
COLUMBIA “B’way “B’way “B’way “Iron Mask” 
KANSAS CITY High. .$19,000 Melody” Melody” Melody” $14,000 
Low... 5,500 $17,000 $15,000 $13,000 
April 6 April 13 April 20 April 27 All Sound ea em 
MAIN ST. “Leather- “Divine “Hot Stuff” “Office EARLE “Sonny Boy”| “Wild Party” “Captive “Nothing But 
High. .$30,000 necks” Lady” $19,500 Scandal” High. .$24,000 $14,700 $20,000 Woman” Truth” 
Low... 8,000 $24,000 $19,000 $16,000 Low... 6,000 All Sound $15,500 $13,000 
Stage Show METROPOL- “Divine “Canary “Canary “Close 
LOEW’S ‘B’way “Duke Steps | “Coquette” “Coquette” ITAN Lady” Murder” Murder” Harmony” 

MIDLAND Melody” Out” $25,000 $13,000 High. .$21,000 $10,000 $15,000 $11,000 $18,000 
High. .$30,000 $19,000 $25,000 Low... 5,000} __All Sound Son 
Low... 10,500} All Sound PALACE “The “Flying Pye _ “Voice of 

‘NEWMAN “Queen of | “Nothing But| “The Letter” |“Wild Party” | High. .$26,000 Dummy” Fleet” arriage City” 
High. .$33,000| Night Clubs” Truth” $15,600 $25,300" *‘Low... 11,500 $18,000 $20,000 $19,000 $18,500 
Low... 8,000 $11,000 $15,000 Stage Show 

All Sourd FOX “Kid Gloves”| “Strong Boy”| “Speakeasy” “True 

PANTAGES ‘The “Ghost “Donovan “Love in High. .$36,200 $20,000 $18,000 $21,500 Heaven” 
High. .$28,000| Shakedown” Talks” Affair” Desert” Low... 14,509! Stage Show Ean a Fal $17,500 
Low... 5,000 $10,200 11,460 $12,600 $9,500 inal i 
sites: RS 3S Glee At Bibel Be i MINNEAPOLIS 

ST. LOUIS April 6 April 13 April 20 April 27 

MINNE- “Close “Wolf Song” | “Sonny Boy” “Captive 

April 6 April 13 April 20 April 27 SOTA Harmony” $22,400 $26,300 Woman” 

AMBASGK- |"Ganny Boy"|— “close —| "The Lester™| “Hor siuh™ | High -Hh0)] 0 $1700 
DOR $33,100 Harmony” $25,100 $30,500 — : —— ~ ——. — 

High. .$46,880] Stage Show $33,600 STATE “Coquette” “Coquette” |“The Letter” “B’ way 

Low... 22,200 High. .$28,000 $18,700 $13,600 $16,800 Melody” 

i< 
LOEW’S “B’way “Duke Steps”| “Coquette” “Coquette” Low...__ 4,500 All Sound . $19,000 
STATE Melody” 25,050 $30,100 $17,300 HENNEPIN “Wild “Syncopa- “San Luis “Leather- 
High. .$31,500 $26,700 High. .$22,000 Orchids” tion” Rey” neck” 
Low... 10,800 All Sound Low... 5,000 $13,500 $14,500 $14,200 $10,000 
MISSOURI “Nothing But FS peat “Betrayal” “Dangerous Vaude = ——— 
High, .$29,500 Truth” oman $17,600 Woman 
Low... 13,809 $23,500 $23,600 $19,000 BOSTON 
| Stage Show L Sa Acril 6 Acril 48 
pri pri April 20 April 27 
TACOMA STATE “B’way “Desert “Coquette” “Coquette” 
High. .$40,000 Melody” Nights” $28,700 $16,400 
April 6 April 13 April 20 April 27 Low... 16,400 $29,800 $20,000 Low 

PANTAGES | “Submarine” “Square “Lady of “Leather- KEITH- “Leather- “The “Clear the “Offic 
High. .$11,500 $7,100 Shoulders” | Pavements” neck” MEMORIAL neck” Shakedown” Decks” Scandal” 

Low... 4,200 Vaude $5,900 $6,800 $6,500 High. .$40,000 $25,000 $23,000 $28,600 $22,500 

BLUE “Sonny Boy”|“No Defense”|“Show Boat”|“Show Boat” Low... 22,500 x i Low 
MOUSE $5,200 $5,200 $7,400 $6,500 KEITH- “Syncopa- Golden Giri”| “Saturday's “Donovan 
High... $8,280 All Sound ALBEE tion” $20,000 Children” Affair” 
Low.... 1,400 High. .$28,000 $24,000 $20,000 $21,600 
RIALTO “Doctor's “Close “Chinatown” | “Wild Party” | Low... 18.000 = ' = 
High. . $8,330 Secret” Harmony” $5,800 $4,600 METROPOL-| “Divine |“Nothing But | “The Letter” | “Betrayal” 
Low.... 2,000 $4,300 $4,800 ITAN Lady” Truth” $46,300 $36,600 
All Sound High. .$69,000 $36,900 $37,200 
Low... 29,000 
an a nn —— es + ee 
Cooney Pres. Quits 
* Chicago, May 14. 
L. W. Alexander, acting president 
of the new Cooney Bros. apn 
a iy : house circuit, resigned to take over | : 2 : 
SASTER OF CONSE the Tivoli, Mishawauka, Ind., for | MORRIS ALTMAN uaarvachete 
WEST COAST THEATRE, LONG BEACH, CALIF. independent operation. 
Picture house with 2,000 seats. | 


JULIE AARONSON 


























“Truly an Artist and Does a Number That Is a Credit to Any Presentation.’”—PAUL ASH 


THIS WEEK, PARAMOUNT, BROOKLYN, ENTIRE PUBLIX TOUR TO FOLLOW 


Direction WM. MORRIS 


Featured as the “Blue Bird” in 


FRANK CAMBRIA’S 


SYBIL SANDERSON FAGAN 


“CASTLE OF DREAMS” 
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Accordion Squeezer Practices on 


Wife's Neck in Big Divorce Week 





Chicago, May 14. 
Too many mergers in the air these 
days. Drag up your cars, gents, 
and get a load of splits. 


Marion Fairbanks, Fairbanks 


Twins, has started suit for divorce 
against McCormick Steele tlLrough 
Attorney Phil R. Davis. Marion 
says this Mr. Steele has been on a 


plastering job for two years. It 
takes all his time, she claims, so 
he can’t do any extra work and 
bring a little money home. Worse 
yet, it takes money to do this 
plastering. Miss Fairbanks claims 
©’ -ele has been hitting her salary 
‘ ae won't run dry. The climax 
ce. .ne, she swears, when Steele made 
her work while she was sick. 

Catherine Otis Hogan of “Con- 
necticut Yankee” was granted a di- 
vorce from George Hogan for 
cruelty. Hogan’s chief offense, as 
brought out by Attorney Benjamin 
Ehrlich, was swatting wifey with a 
coat hanger. The Hogans were 
married four years ago in Lake 
Charles, La. 

Patricia Calvert Emery, legit, has 
started suit through Phil Davis 
against Edward Emery, Jr., also of 
legit, charging desertion. Cohabi- 
tation la ‘ed almost a year, with 
marriage in the beautiful month of 
June, 1926, and separation in the 
dank month of April, 1927. 

Playful Bedfellow 

Frank Papile, accordionist with 
the Edgewater Beach hotel orches- 
tra, is some tough guy according to 
charges filed against him by Thelma 
Papile through Attorney Davis. 
Possibly because of his many fond 
hours over the squeeze bag, says 
Thelma, Frank has an irritating 
habit of placing his wife’s neck 
firmly between his hands and ex- 
erting unusual pressure. That 
charge is marked up against him 
three times. Another has him 
humiliating. Thelma no end by 
playfully kicking her out of bed. 
Frank and Thelma were married in 
1925 and separated last April. There 
are two children. 

Dudley Howell, picture operator 
in the Palace, Cicero, Ill., makes an 
average of $200 weekly according to 
the suit filed for Laura Howell by 
Attorney Harry P. Munns. Mrs. 
Howell wants separate maintenance, 
claiming her husband has been on 
one long drunk, or at least inter- 
mittent drunks merging imper- 
ceptibly into each other. Laura be- 
came Mrs. Howell in 1917. 

Catherine Keating, now in a Pub- 
lix unit, has filed suit through Davis 
against James. Keating on charge 
of desertion. Marriage was one of 
those veteran affairs of 1912, sepa- 
ration in 1925. One child in the 
wife’s custody. 


PULL RADIO BILL 


Local Names Splitting in Proctor 
Houses 








Proctor’s 86th and 58th street 
theatres are spliting-an all-radio 
bill this week, comprised of local 
ether names. Show was compiled and 
booked direct by Herman Whitman, 
manager of the two Proctor houses, 

Troupe members and _e6 stations 
over which they broadcast are 
“Whispering” Jack Smith, Al Lynn 
band, DeLivery Boys (comics) and 
Harnandez Bros., all WABC; Made- 
line White and Harry Spears, 

MCA, and Frohne Sisters, WEAF. 

Announcers Norman Pearce and 
A. Z. Alexander, of WMCA, and 
Norman Brockenshire, WABC, are 
the alternate m. c.’s. 


Wayburn’s Chicago School 





Chicago, May 14. 

Ned Wayburn will start a Way- 
burn School of Dancing here Sept. 
16 next. 

Quarters have been taken at 606 
South Michigan boulevard. 

Men, women and children will be 
enrolled same as at Wayburn’s Stu- 
dios of Stage Dancing, long estab- 
lished in New York. 





M-G-M’s Quartet 
Los Angeles, May 14. 


Cheer Leaders, male quartet, 
signed by M-G-M for “College 
Days.” 


Boys are a coast product, now 
touring for Publix, They close May 
30 in Denver. 











DELPHINE WALSH’S DEATH 


investigation Follows Illegal Opera- 
tion—2 Physicians Under Arrest 





Los Angeles, May 14. 

The ranks of Fanchon & Marco 
players are being disturbed with 
the recent death of Delphine Walsh, 
22, chorus girl, who appeared in 
their “Hollywood Scandals” on tour. 

Miss Walsh died following an 
illegal operation. Two doctors are 
now being held in $15,000 bail to 
answer the charge. 

Mildred Harris, Natalie Joyce, 
Roy Bradley and a number of oth- 
ers who appeared in Fanchon & 
Marco Ideas, have been questioned 
by William A. Byrne, special agent 
of the State Medical Board of Ex- 
aminers regarding the case; also 
several technical people employed 
by Fanchon & Marco, 

Efforts have been made to trace 
who furnished the girl with money 
for the operation. Byrne is now 
trying to locate Joseph A. Eliason, 
a promoter, and his wife, Rosella, 
who, he believes, can aid him in the 
case. 


Alleged Deals With Specs 
Cost Riverside’s Jobs 


Manager Eddie Goodman of 
Keith’s Riverside, New York, was 
released last week when charged 
with dealing with ticket speculators 
near the theatre, 


Goodman denied his connection 
with specs was motivated by any- 
thing other than a desire to im- 
prove the seat sale. 


According to Keith’s, the best part 
of the Riverside’s lower floor was 
turned over to scalpers nightly and 
sold outside the theatre. Rear or- 
chestra and balcony seats only were 
available at the box office, it was 
charged. Patrons complained no 
seats were obtainable at the box 
office. 


Keith’s investigation disclosed, it 
is gaid, that two members of the 
box office staff, also discharged, 
were on the receiving end. While 
Goodman received nothing from the 
specs personally, his action in spon- 
soring the deals for the other em- 
ployes was unethical, 


Goodman came to the Riverside 
when the house returned to two-a- 
day straight vaude about six weeks 
ago. Previously he was Bob Haw- 
kins’ assistant at the 8list Street 
and before that manager of the 
Broadway under Harry MacDon- 
ald’s supervision. 


Riverside’s business with straight 
vaude has not been sensational. 
One Keith official stated he could 
not see how the specs sold their 
ducats, adding that the specs 
seemed to be the chumps in the 
case. 

Under their alleged agreement 
unsold tickets were returnable, that 
being the only thing that saved the 
specs from bankruptcy. 

Riverside’s new manager is Louis 
Arada, transferred from the 81st. 


No Detroit Keith’s 


Keith’s negotiations with Ameri- 
can Bond & Mortgage Co. for the 
3,000-seat Oriental, Detroit, as a 
prospective two-a-day location, are 
reported discontinued. 

Terms offered to Keith’s involved 
a 19-year lease at rental of $3,300 
weekly, with Keith’s to move in 
Sept. 1. Formerly owned by Charles 
H. Miles, the Oriental was thrown 
into receivership a year ago and 
since has been operated by the 
bonding company. 

The receivers’ present booking 
agreement with Keith's expires May 
31. Latter has been notified the 
house will book locally after that 
date, 


N. V. A. Fund Meeting 


Variety last week reported the | 


annual meeting of the N. V. A. at 
the offices of the V. M. P. A. next 
Monday, May 20. 

It should have read the annual 
meeting ef the N, V. A. Benefit 


| Fund, 








CLARA HOWARD 


This week, New Orpheum The- 
atre, Omaha, Neb. 


Representative: 
WILLIAM JACOBS 

















TOM HEATH’S LOTS 


Tom Heath (McIntyre and 
Heath) was recently offered 
$150,000 cash for a parcel of 
Long Island property he owns. 
Heath declined, telling friends 
he was saving it to enjoy in 
his old age. 

Heath is now 75. 


NO BAIL FOR HERBERT; 
ONLY FINED $35, HE SAY 


Boy Beater Called on Good 
Lawyer for Bad Advice Over 
Variety’s Story 

















Vancouver, May 7. 
Editor Variety: 


The article about me in Variety 
sent me to see 9 good lawyer and 
have been told that I have good 
cause to sue. 


Part of the article in question is 
true. The most of it is false. 


The part, “Herbert is under $500 
bond pending trial,” is a malicious 
lie. 


Not only that but it changes the 
entire timbre of the article to such 
an extent that the act seems of a 
very serious criminal nature. 


The charge was “Disturbing the 
peace” only with a subsequent fine 
of $35. Nothing whatsoever was 
said about bond, bail, trial, etc., as 
is said in the article. 


Now, where do you get the idea, 
authority, or right to add “Herbert 
is under $500 bond pending trial?” 

I fully intend to push this all the 
way so wish to know who is re- 
sponsible for the article. 

In other words I want you to give 
me the name of the party (or 
parties) who sent you in the article. 
My lawyer will do the rest. 

By doing this you are doing your 
part in righting a rank injustice 
and also eliminating your paper 
from all responsibility. Kindly ad- 
vise by return mail—preferably air 
mail. 

H. J. Herbert. 

Story complained of appearing in 
Variety read: 








Clement Falls, Ore., April 23. 

George Herbert (Herbert and 
Bolt Trio) was arrested here, 
while playing the Pelican the- 
atre, on a charge of beating up 
a boy in his act. Charge is that 
when the boy’s work did not 
satisfy Herbert, latter gave him 
a trimming. 

Herbert is under $500 bond 
pending trial. 





THOMAS AT $4,500 


John Charles Thomas’ 


vaude 





salary from Keith’s, as a single with | weeks under contract to Universal. 


piano accompanist, will be $4,500. 

The concert baritone was last in 
| vaude about six years ago, also for 
Keith's, 





Red Grange Off 
Red Grange’s act closed at the 
Nixon, Philadelphia. 
Ne further booking. 





Goes Into Bankruptcy, Owing $3,900 
—Owes for Furs and Jewelry 





Harry Messman, better known as 
Harry Fox, vaudevillian, giving his 
address as “at divers places” but 
principally at 110 West 48th street 
(Friars Club), has filed a voluntary 
bankruptcy petition, listing debts of 
3.900 and no assets. Fox alleges 
he’s broke and has been laying off 
too long to make it financially 
healthy. 

The liabilities are few, one item 
for $1,150 being to his father-in- 
law, Jack Curtis, for moneys bor- 
rowed in 1928. Fox married Beatrice 
Curtis. 

H. Jaeckel & Son, 5th avenue fur- 
riers, who claim a $250 balance on 
a coat sold to Mrs. Fox in 1927, are 
forestaHed from taking any further 
action against Fox until the adjudi- 
cation of his bankruptcy. 

Dr. Jesse S. Heiman is down for 
$150 for services. Biggest item is 
$2,000 for breach of contract, due 
the Hedley School, Glendale, Pa. M. 
Rosenthal & Sons, Broadway instal- 
ment jeweler, has $300 due. 


Television’ as Stage Act 
Going to Steel Pier, A. C. 


“Television,” so called, is an ap- 
paratus which enables the public 
to view the transmission of pictures 
of living actors by the outside 
floodlight system, is being booked 
for special engagements by Martin 
B. Wagner in the William Morris 
offices. 

Wagner this week placed Televis- 
ion for a 10-weeks’ demonstration 
at the Steel Pier, Atlantic City, 
starting June 8. 

Television as presented in this 
respect is an electrical demonstra- 
tion of the broadcasting and receiv- 
ing of pictures by a new system 
devised by Boyd Phelps and Morti- 
mer Stewart. 

The system is presented in a 
specially constructed studio, ope- 
rated on the outside floodlight sys- 
tem of direct television, similar to 
the iighting system used in motion 
pictures. 

Stewart will direct the program 
of five vaude acts. 

The same demonstration was 
shown at the New York and Chi- 
cago electrical shows. 














HINTONS COPPED $500 


LeFore Sisters Squawked Over 
Paying $500 to Appear For One 
Night 








Chicago, May 14. 

Charles and Florence Hinton, 
heads of the Theatrical School of 
Culture, were held by the grand jury 
in Judge Howard Hayes’ court on 
charges of operating a confidence 
game. 

Police picked the pair up after 
Rose and Betty LeFore, sister team, 
complained they were gypped out of 
a $500 fee on the Hintons’ promises 
to star them in three productions. 

All they got for their money was 
a one night stand in La Grange, the 
girls aver. 


Richman’s Bugle Pared 


Chicago, May 14. 

Harry Richman took a week off 
from “Scandals” to have his nose 
lifted, beautified, or rarified. Rich- 
man has been dissatisfied with his 
proboscis ever since he heard about 
talking pictures, 

Dr. Henry J. Schireson took care 
of the noser. 











Molly Picon’s Draw 

The Keith offices are going to try 
an experiment with Molly Picon in 
New York. 

The Jewish actress has a full 
week booked for the Franklin 
starting June 16. If drawing there 
a similar date will be assigned in 


|other Jewish sections. 


The Franklin is a split week, 





Harry Jolson’s Salary 
Los Angeles, May 14. 
Harry Jolson has been here two 


As yet no time has been found at 
the studio to pick a story for him. 

He is drawing a weekly salary of 
around $1,000, 





Mundorf Agenting 
Harry Mundorf, for 25 years with 


Keith’s, may establish agency of- | 





fices in New York independently, 








N.V. A. Sanitarium 
Costing $1,000,000, 
Will Open August 1 


Saranac, N. Y., May 14 

Around $1,000,000 is the estimated 
cost of the completed sanitarium 
here for the National Vaudeville 
Artists. It is expected to formally 
open around Aug. 1, with 100 rooms 
for patients. 

At present in Saranac are $2 pro- 
fessionals looked after by the N, V. 
A., in such quarters as have been 
secured. 


First estimated cost for the san- 
itarium was $250,000. It now has 
exceeded $500,000, from the account, 
with the million mark set by locals 
who are watching its erection. 


The building has been going up 
under the supervision of E. F. Albee, 
who was in authority at Keith's 
when it started. 





Last week the N. V. A. had under 
its care 118 cases receiving treat- 
ment over the U. S. and Canada, in 
hospitals or sanitariums. 


They are exclusive of the rather 
large weekly payroll of the N. V. A. 
for maintenance of members and 
others, 


Harry Ettling’s Benefit; 
6 Operations in 2 Years 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

A midnight benefit performance 
is being given May 18 at the 
Golden Gate, San Francisco, for 
Harry Ettling, formerly stage man- 
ager of the theatre. It is spon- 
sored by the managers of the San 
Francisco theatres, union employes, 
Mayor Rolph, Chief Quinn of the 
police department, and Chief Mur- 
phy of the fire department. 

Ettling has been sick for the past 
two years and had six major ope- 
rations performed on him. He still 
is in a San Francisco hospital. 

The expenses have been tremen- 
dous and efforts are being made by 
Cliff Work, manager of the Or- 
pheum, San Francisco, to raise 
around $10,000. 

Ettling is well known to show 
people in San Francisco; 15 years 
ago he took the first group of artists 
and musicians to stage an annual 
New Years show at San Quentin 
prison. 

Contributions from the profession 
toward the $10,000 are being ac- 
cepted by Cliff Work at the Or- 
pheum theatre, San Francisco, 











Sound for Summer in 
9 of 12 Orph., Jr., Houses 


Chicago, May 14. 

Nate Blumberg, of Keith’s Or- 
pheum, Jr., circuit, has ordered out 
vaude from the Orpheum, Sioux 
City. It goes into effect this week, 
with the house turning into all 
sound for the summer. 

It is expected more Orpheum 
houses along the line will follow in 
the same direction. By July 15, all 
but two or three of the Junior 
stands may be counted on to let 
vaude bills out. 





ROUND-ABOUT ROUTE 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

Harry King, dancer, came here 
from the -east about a year ago to 
try pictures. Work was scarce so 
for seven months he lingered in a 
delicatessen as a clerk. 

Finally he ran into James Cruze, 
a customer, and the latter engaged 
him to do a specialty in “The Great 
Gabbo,” which he is now making, 


Sioux City All Sound 
Sioux City, May 14. 
Keith's local Orpheum changes 
from vaudfilm to all sound May 1%. 











STANDARD ACTS 


E We represent ny 
standard acts. Jerry 
R Cargill's association with 
R any act whom he sub- 
mits is a guaranty of its 
Y showmanship, worthi- 
ness and general merit. 


re-aDD 





JERRY CARGILL 


1560 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
| TELEPHONE: BRYANT 0554-5 
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“IN THE LAND 
OF MAKE-BELIEVE 


6y L. WOLFE GILBERT & ABEL BAER ‘ 
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‘PLEASE LET ME : 
DREAM inYOUR ARMS 





. i VINCENT ROSE'S LATEST FOX-TROT mekeow? | 





i AL SHERMAN, AL LEWIS, & CARMEN LOMBARDO . 








How Can I Love AGAIN 








Lyric by BENEE RUSSELL 
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A year ago today, May 15, | Tom Kennedy, Keith agent, is 
1928, E. F. Albee sold his | A combination of the Harry | soubil . 
r ff ae : . Ss a doubling as a radio warbler Tues- 
§ | Keith-Albee-Orpheum stock of Weber Agency with the Simon| ' 4 ‘ 
QuetnGmenpenes wt . YAR ay FS ae . day nights on the R-K-O hour over 
’ | 206,000 s) ares and operating Brothers Agency for joint operation er a ; 
Boston, May 14, | been under an overhead of between control of Keith’s to Joseph P aggre gc nee pen j}the NBC chain. Kennedy's air title 
Keith’s Memorial this week com- | $26,000 and $27,000 weekly. Its Kennedy for $4,500,000. j ica ad a a» ‘ is “The Voi of R-K-o.” 
=e . —— —* Th: ale arke > P th’s, ce i arge imber | 
menced a two-a-day vaudeville pol- | weekly rental reaches $10,000 of That sale marked the ad sei will place a la num | ahaneh: tate cen Rennsie: eect 
icy Bill is of eight acts and no jlate the gross there has hung parture of Albeo from Kolth's he vaudeville turns in the one agen- ia song of that title and sold it to 
ve : mii « ‘ | ae a . ~ am - a = _ i : ; 4 
sisturen, St $1 top jaround $22,000. and the show business. : | cy. The new combine Starts to} Keith's parent company as a theme 
| Jack Donahue, home town boy, is When Albee sold at a price lrrutually functi J _ |song for the weekly broadcast. The 
Formerly the house played acts | poesain; : “te of $21 a share, K-A-O. was mutually function June }. y — 
| . . ae FOR headlining the current bill at $5,000 oe ad wees gto Fe The Weber ag : been es- | 50ns goes weekly along with Tom. 
| and pictures on the two-a-day style. for the week stock market quoted at $16 a .ne eber agency has been es- 


vaud shows daily. Those who were left holding with Herman Weber (Harry's 
Grinbutnieat the bag later sold their stock brother), will direct the New York | 
Palace (Keith’s), St. Paul, may holdings at between $35 and end of the agency. Harry “Wetter | 
also go into two-a-day for the sum- $48, reaping a much larger and his son Herbert will officiate | 
mer. : amount, relatively, than did in the agency's Hollywood offices 
j Keith’s 2-a-day policy is twice Albee. Irving Starr, lately added to the | 
daily first five days, three shows to When Variety printed on Weber forces, will go to the Holly- 
reserved seats on Saturday and May 16, 1928, that Albee had wood branch. 
continuous performance Sunday. sold his control of Keith's, Al- The Simon Chicago office was | 
ial bee sent out denials by wire lately abandoned by the brothers. | 
and letter. He instructed all They notified the Chicago agent 
Interstate Goes Back Keith house managers He deny their acts were open to any or ene | 
° Variety’s story, but time, @s locals for mid-west bookings. For | 
To 5-Act Vaude Bills} | usual, nas told everything. eastern bookings, however, the Si- | : 
4 Five vaud acts to a bill is again mons retained full agency rights x j ail 
the policy of the Interstate Cir- In the Loop for years the Simon | SS ae 
cuit of Texas. The Interstate’s agency has been at the peak of GEORGE DORMONDE 
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Keith’s Starts Two-a-Day Policy in 
Boston-Minneapolis This Week 


B. F. Keith's, with the added title 


word, Memorial, now dropped, has 














GEORGE 
BEATTY 


Playing Exclusively for R-K-O 


Booked Solid Until May, 1930 


PHIL OFFIN—MAX HAYES OFFICE 











So far two of the large picture 
houses in town have dropped their 
stage shows. 


Minneapolis, May 14. 
Keith’s Hennepin-Orpheum has 
started on a summer policy of two 





booker, Charlie Freeman, cut down 
the variety end of the vaudfilm 


Restoration started May 6. 
Interstate road shows its vaud 
combinations over the circuit. 





Van and Schenck Talker 
Los Angeles, May 14, 
Van and Schenck have agreed 
with Metro to make a full length 
talker. The story will be written 
around them, 





Bill Jacobs, Chicago Keith agent, 
is in New York prior to sailing for 
Europe next week. 





| 
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VAUDEVILLE 
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A Year Ago | 


share. Since then, with two 
changes of direction and under 
its present owner, tadio- 
Keith-Orpheum, Keith‘s has 
touched as its high $51. 

Albee did not acquaint hts 
associates of his proposed sale. 























DOUBLING TOO MUCH 


and called into the Palace Sunday 
to double when the Clayton, Jack- 
and Durante turn fell out, 
found the three additional shows 
that day just all that he cared to 
tackle. 

Mahoney through his’ agent, 
Ralph Farnum, notified the Keith 
office Monday that the doubling for 


son 


continued. Cummings is set for 
New Rochelle tomorrow (Thurs- 
day), and another act will be sub- 





Weber and Simons 


Join Their Agencies 


tablished for years as an important 


Keith-Orpheum booking bureau. 
with the Simon agency as long and 
as well set in Chicago. 


In the operation of the new agen 


' 
| 
} 


ey, Johnny Irvin and Ferdy Simon, | 


vaudeville bookings for the section 
Webers of recent seasons, besides 


have been in Hollywood for a long 
while, becoming the agent for many 
fil-- celebs who wanted to try vaude 
for one reason or another. 





stituted at the 
and Codee. 
The Clayton, Jackson and Du- 
rante trio cancelled when Lou Clay- 
ton reported ill with a heavy cold. 


Palace, likely Orth 


With Mahoney out, Palace sliced 
an extra $2,500 from the current bill 
after Sunday. 


j i — and YVONNE 
shows to four turns, Will Mahoney Quits Palace handling the usual turns, has /f drpheam Cireuit Kep.: Jenie Jacobs 
While the four acts cost as much 3-a-Day in Bronx Plenty brought into vaude a large number 
in salary, the bills were unwieldly of new names and faces, many of |* eo — 
in framing and did not seem to Ww trese from the picture ranks on the 
Vill Mahoney, layin three 
satisfy patrons accustomed to the z : ars P ad . * coast. Harry Weber and his boy 
former five. shows daily at Keith’s, Fordham, 





One of the best known radio hours Is 

THERE’S A REASON! the week at the Palace was off, but | Clayton was’ considerably better |] open to secure stellar attractions. 
° . Roy Cummings, also pulled in on | Monday, but still too ill to attempt an Rane adap Wm dos pre een 

Direction Bill Jacobs Sailing the doubling plan from Flushing,|any stage work. Immediate action. State lowest fee 
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KENNEDY AND SONG 


Vaude Agent Becomes “Voice of 
R-K-O” Every Tuesday 




















LILLIAN DREW 


SPECIALTY DANCER 


with Harry Carroll Unit 
Per. Met. R-K-O Circuit 














VAUDEVILLE STARS 


per hour, 


Mr. Vernon, Box 990, Room 200 
Times Building, New York 


























We take great pleasure in announcing our 
affiliation with 


TO OUR PROFESSIONAL FRIENDS: 


M. WITMARK AND SONS 


1650 BROADWAY, 


(Professional Dept.) 


NEW YORK 


where we shall be pleased to see and talk with 
our old friends, and make a lot of new ones 


IRA SCHUSTER and BOB MILLER 


(Orchestra Dept.) 
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36 Publix 


For the summer season 


will operate 36 of its theatres with | 
Publix | 


stage shows, leaving 60 
houses formerly playing that policy 
with all sound only. 

The 36 remaining will play the 
usual units and ban shows on their 
stages. 

There is no information on how 
many of the 60 all sound houses will 
return to stage shows in the fall 
or earlier. If all sound does not 
prove a draw in the houses, as ex- 
pected with the present outlook for 
a strong line of talking full lengths, 
the theatreg failing to stand up may 
revert to the stage show policy be- 
fore the summer ends. 





Tink Humphrey Back 


Claude (Tink) Humphrey has re- 
turned from a several weeks’ busi- 
ness trip to Chicago, 

Tink intends to remain in New 
York and also maintain his home 
there. 














RICARDO 
ASHFORTH 


Week of April 21, Orpheum, L. A. 
Week of May 5, Hillstreet, L. A. 


Publix | 


Theatres Left Over 
Summer Playing Stage Shows 





JUDGMENTS 


Benjamin De Casseres; N. 
Post, Inc.; costs, $131. 

Troy Alexander; S. J. Miller; $257. 

Daniel Kusell; Frank Gillmore as 
treas. of Equity; $7,519. 

Oscar and Alice Micheaux; 
Pioneers, Inc.; $2,187. 

Alma Tell; Internat. Film Service 
Co., Ine.; costs, $89. 
Murray Garsson; S. 
233. 
Cheeke Amusements, Inc.; Howell, 
F. & G.; $220. 
Goodart Pcts, Inc. and Rickard 
Sporting Club, Inc.; Internat. News- 
reel Corp.; costs, $79. 
Glynne’s Theatres, Inc., and Geo. 
R. Roe: A. Battisti, et al.; $748. 
Hurtjam Realty Corp. and Hurtig 
& Seamon; Shubert Theatre Corp.; 
$11,846. 
Corinne Griffith Prods., Inc.; Peo- 
ple; $1,438. 
David R. Hochreich; R. L. Muir; 
$18,140. 
Talkaphone Pcts. Corp.; M. Man- 
ning; $281. 
George C. Tyler; A. L. Erlanger; 
$19,707. 


$4,200. 
Mount Morris Theatre Co., Inc.; 
N. Feldstein, $8,283. 


Y. Eve. 


Film 


Yankauer; 


214 West 42d St. Corp.; 





“Ideas” Midwest 


Los Angeles, May 14. 
Fanchon and Marco “Ideas” have 
been set for the Fox, St. Louis, and 
the Emboyd, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
“Rollin’ On” Idea goes into the Em- 
boyd for four days starting May 15, 
and into the St. Louis house May 25. 











Latter will be full week stand. 











A VAUDEVILLE AGE~CY WHICH PRODUCES MORE THAN IT PROMISES 


CONSISTENT. EFFICIENT SERVICE SINCE 1913 


The Fally Markus 


Astor Theatre Bldg., N. W. 
Lackawanna 7876 


Vaudeville Agency 


Cor. 45th St. and Broadway 
New York City 











— 
HOLLEB SOCIALLY 
Chicago, May 14. 
With agents each bringing 


an act to the Chicago in their 
cars for the N. V. A. midnight 
performance, Lou Holleb tried 
to turn the job into a social 
event, 

“Let me pick up a flash act,” 


he said. “One with plenty of 

good-looking girls. I’m the 

only unmarried agent.” 
Unsuspecting Holleb was 


sent to the Tivoli for a flash 
act. He returned with Flash, 
the performing dog. 











OUT FOR SUMMER 


Wilmer & Vincent's three the- 
atres in Easton, Harrisburg and 
Allentown, booking through Keith’s 
(New York), close as usual for the 
summer May 20. 





Osterman in Unit 


Chicago, May 14. 
Instead of going into the Michi- 
gan, Detroit, as m. c., Jack Oster- 
man has been released by B&K for 
a Publix unit in the east. 
. Osterman will join the unit in 
New Haven Saturday. 





Keller Takes Another 


Jack Weiner, with the Marty 
Forkins (Keith’s) agency for the 
past eight years, is leavifig to join 
the Edward S. Keller office. 

Weiner will represent Keller in 
the booking office, with access to 
both fifth and sixth “floors.” 





F. & M. Out of Salt Lake 
Los Angeles, May 14. 
Fanchon and Marco units will 
abandon the Salt Lake Capitol. 
Final show plays there May 30. 
After that time the units will 
jump from Bremerton, Wash., to 
Denver. 





Lyons-Burke Unit 
Lyons & Lyons has signed Johnny 
Burke for the new Publix unit go- 
ing into rehearsal next week. 
Unit will be built around Burke. 














RADIO- 
KEITH-ORPHEUM 


Circuit of Theatres 


VAUDEVILLE 
EXCHANGE 


General Booking Offices 


PALACE THEATRE 
BUILDING 
1564 Broadway 
NEW YORK CITY 




















CORPORATION 
1560-1564 Broadway, New York 


Bryant 9300 
Cable Address: “RADIOKEITH” 


Telephone Exchange: 


R-K-0 
PRODUCTIONS, INC. 


Producers and Distributors of 


RADIO 
PICTURES 


Launching an Era 
of Electrical 
Entertainment 


1560 Broadway 
NEW YORK CITY 














REINERS AND VINSON 





Two More Leave Loew’s Publicity 
Staff in New York 


With the withdrawal of Terry Tur- 


ner from the Loew press depart- 


ment two other resignations in that 
Harry W. Reiners, 
in charge of the special exploita- 


tion and in recent months handling 
ithe layouts for the talkers and 
shorts, is leaving Loew's June 1. 
Reiners has been with the Loew 
publicity staff for five years. Prior 
to that connection he staged a num- 
ber of publicity stunts for individual 
attractions. 

E. A. Vinson, also in the Loew 
press department, with Loew’s for 
11 years, first managing houses, left 
Saturday. 

A new business firm has been 
formed by Vinson and Reiners, with 
a suite in the Bond building. They 
will engage in exploitation for indl- 


bureau follow. 


viduals and special puPlicity ac- 
counts. 
Both Reiners and Vinson have 


been along Broadway long enough 
to know every phase of their par- 
ticular line of work. By becoming 
free lance exploiteers they will con- 
tinue their theatrical associations in 
New York. 

No successor has yet been named 
for Reiners, this appointment to be 
made later by E. L. Delaney, the 
new Loew publicity chief. 





FOX’S ROAD SHOW WILL, 
INCLUDE WASHINGTON 


One more full week will be 
added to the Fox vaude books 
when the Fox, Washington, 
changes its present presentation 


policy and plays the same kind of 
vaude bill booked by the New York 
Fox office in St. Louis and Detroit, 


The exact date of the switch 
hasn't been decided, but it will be 
shortly. 

With Washington in the route of 
the Fox vaude show traveling in- 
tact from Detroit, will be St. Louis, 
then Philadelphia and Washington, 
with Brooklyn or New York the 
next stop. 

While five acts will be booked at 
first for Washington the special 
“names” and unit policy wil! be in 
vogue through the same style of 
stage show being given there as 
well as in Detroit. 

Detroit, St. Louis and Philadel- 
phia are full weeks. One by one 
the Fox picture houses of big 
sizes are taking on the vaudefilm 
shows. 

The Fox vaude offices in New 
York, May 11, started booking the 
vaude bills into Fox's St. Louis 
house for a full week. 

The Fox shows sent into Fox's 
Detroit will go to St. Louis. The 
Detroit opening is now “‘riday, 
closing Thursday night. 
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Marcus Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY 


LOEW BUILDING 
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160 WEST 46"ST: 
NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 
ne mr 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 
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Australia’s Largest 


UNION THEATRES LTD. 


AUSTRALIA 


NEW SOUTH WALES South Coast Circuit Maryborough 
Crown, Wollongong Capacity 2000 Buagalow opocity 
Sydney Town Hall, Wollongong” 1600-«S Alrodrome 1600 
Royal, Bulli es 1300 Rockhampton 
Conte City Capacity 3300 Kings, Thirroul a 1400 Wintergarden Capacity 2000 
Lyceum pe ped 1800 QUEENSLAN Eartecourt . 3008 
Haymarket ye ys 2000 * Townsville 
Lyrie “ “ 1600 Brisbane Wintergarden Capacity 1800 
Crystal Palace “ a 1000 = Wintergarden, City Capacity 2 Otympin ey 3800 
Empress “ 1000 Tivoli “ “ 2700 7 
Olympia ° ° 2200 = Majestic > 1 1200 Mount Morgan 
one (harrickille) ~ 2308 pages a 5 a wee Olympia Capacity 1400 
nion d xe m asecciation wit rch, Carr 
. *(Ashiield) , @ 2406 ons Coyle, — VICTORIA 
n association oowoomba 
Prince Edward, City “ 15900 = Empire Capacity 1700 Melbourne 
Ipswich 
Newcastle Wintergarden "Capacity 2000 ‘State, Clty —_ 
Strand, City Capacity 1400 Bundaberg Theatre) 
Roy “ “ 2000 New Wintergarden Capacity 1700 Majestic, City “ 1806 
Lyric “ - 1200 (In construction) Melba ss = 1200 
Star (Merewether) 7 1108 Airodrome 1600 Britannia “ “ 1000 


ALWAYS OPENINGS FOR GOOD PRESENTATION AND BIG TIME ACTS 
THE WORLD’S LARGEST PRODUCERS PLAY THEIR SILENT AND SYNCHRONIZ 
Address Communications to STUART F. DOYLE, MANAGING DIRECTOR, HEAD OFFICE, 251a PITT STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 


or te 


and Most Important Picture, Talkie and Vaudeville Circuits Covering Every 


State and Important City in Australia 


In association with Electric 
Theatres Pty., Ltd.: 


Paramount, City Capacity 1560 
Star o . 985 
Strand - o 1185 
In association with FE. J. Carroll: 


Athenaeum, City Capacity 1206 Ambassadors (City Capacity 2750 
ace Wales x 2500 
Melbcurne Suburbs Pavilion “ “ i000 
Moonee Ponds Capacity 1400 
Burnley ” 1050 
Empress, Prahraa os 1200 Fremantle 
West Brunswick o 1000 Princess Capacity 1400 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA TASMANIA 
Adelaide Hobart 
West's Olympia, City, Capacity 2500 His Majesty's, City Capacity 1700 
—- os ‘ i+ Launceston 
York “ “ 1800 Princess 5 
Wondergraph e - 1500 Majestic Cangetty a 


New York Office: 729 Seventh Avenue, New York City, N. Y. 


Los Angeles Office: Suite 711, New Orpheum Buildings, Los Angeles, Cal. 
London Office: Beacon House, D’Arblay Street, Warbour Street, London, E. C., 3. 


UNDER THE MOST CONGENIAL CONDITIONS 
ED PICTURES ON OUR CIRCUITS EXCLUSIVELY 


WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA 


Perth 
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Talkers 90-10 Against 


Vande 1 in Summer’ 


Talkers and § efna pictures have 
chopped the daylight out of most 
of the small vaude houses booked 
py the indie agencies in New York. | 

Some five or six weeks ago the 
houses, one by one, installed talker 
equipment and notified the booker 
vaude was off until further notice. 
So far noné has returned to the 
pooks. 

One of N. Y.’s leading indies esti- 


mated the houses playing vaude on 
the one day to a split basis at 10 
per cent., which gives the talker a 
90 per cent. break. 

Several houses trying vaude and 
silent pictures are wobbling along 
with the house operators trembling 
lest big drops further when Old Sol 
turns loose his steaming sun rays. 





Matt Kelly has joined Al Gross- 
man as outside man. 














Personality 
In Vaudeville 


NOW PLAYING 
1OWA THEATRE 
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA 











| 





‘ 


Catching Units 





“In conference” is 
most of the 
Secs now say, 


ing a unit.” 


j 
Non-Pay “Show” House 


Keith’s “fifth booking de- 
partment, under Wesley Fraser, ha: 
converted the Queen Anne theatre 
(indie), N. J., into a non- 
salary house day 


passe in 
booking offices. 
‘He's out catch- 











floor” 


sogota, 
showing 
(Tuesday) weekly. 

Acts accepting the date receive 


transportation expenses. All “fifth 
floor” bookers have been ordered to 
attend the Tuesday audition regu- 
larly. 

Six acts. 


one 





Flamm’s Radio Unit 


Donald Flamm is presenting his 
“WMCA Radio Stars” unit at the 


Republic theatre, Brooklyn, this 
week. He expects to route the unit 
over a major circuit shortly. Unit 
among others carries Norman 
Pearce as m. c, and 12 Chester Hale 
girls. 





Billy Curtis Resting 


Billy Curtis, vaude and _ club 
agent, who had to quit when his 
health broke down, is comfortably 
ensconced in the Burke Foundation 
establishment, White Plains, N. Y. 

He is recovering slowly but will 
be there for at least another month. 

















i EBE 


“Lathrop Bros., 
centrics, 
field and few peers.” 

—*CINCINNATI POST.” 
Direction MILT LEWIS 
Associate, BILL COWAN 


masters of tap ec- 







Four Feet with a Single Thou 


have no superiors in their 


gs 


‘ 


Py: 
“MAC. - 
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DELMAR BOOKING 





Re-starts in Keith’s with Charlotte, 
Remaining House of Former 
Southern Time 





Jule Delmar is a Keith booker 
again, booking one date—last half 
at Charlotte, N. C. 

Delmar, Charlie Bierbauer’s agen- 
cy partner a short time ago, re- 
turned to Keith’s as a road scout. 
Following a recent trip to the south 
he announced he had signed for 
next season a share of the former 
southern route booked by Delmar. 


Charlotte is the sole theatre of 
that time still booking ‘hrough 
Keith's. If the south returns 
through Delmar, he will again book 
it as in the past, with Charlotte in- 
cluded, 





ILL AND INJURED 


Jack Lester (Rankin and Lester) 
tore ligaments in right leg when 
cleats on shoes stuck in stage at 
Fox’s West Coast, Long Beach, 
Calif. 

Will Harris, B&K unit producer, 
recovering from operation for her- 
nia at Frances Willard hospital, 
Chicago. 

John McGuire, treasurer, 
man’s Chinese, Hollywood, in Os- 
teopathic Hospital, Los Angeles, as 
the result of an auto accident. 

Following a diagnosis, Art Henry 
cancelled his vaude engagements 
and has gone to the Mayo Sani- 
tarium, Rochester, Minn., for treat- 
ment. 

Ed Lenihan, mgr 
Flushing, is home, ill. 

Emma Bunting, adagio dancer 
with Millenoff Trio, broke her ankle 
Monday in a fall, Caprice Sisters 
substituted in Tony Shayne’s All- 
Girl revue in Waterbury, Conn. 

Mike Coakley of the old Mc- 
Bride and Coakley team and last 
of Coakley and Dunlevey, is se- 
riously ill in his Long Island home. 

Mrs. C. F. Cather, mother of 
Willa Cather, scenario writer, fol- 
lowing a paralytic stroke, is in Las 


Grau- 


of Keith’s, 


Encinas Sanatorium, Pasadena, Cal. 





Write to the Ill and Injreud. 





Al Fields is returning to vaude via 
New York in a burlesque on radio 
broadcasting. 











AGENT WORKS 1ST HALF 





Herman Green, agent, played 
the first half in the Lyons & 








Lyons office last week. He was 
in and out in three days. 

Matty Rosen, one of the L. 
& IL. alumni, returned as 
Green's successor. 

_, 





EXCLUSIVELY PICTURES 
Los Angeles, May 14. 
Blanchards, formerly associated 
with Rose and Manwering of New 
York, booking for RKO vaude, have 


severed their relations with that 
office. 

Blanchards will confine their ac- 
tivities to exclusive picture book- 
ing in the future, 





Keough with Cargill 
Ez Keough is associated with 
Jerry Cargill, to book independent- 
ly on the outside, 


) || Two-aDay Reserved 
| Seats Starts in Minn. 


| 


} Minneapolis, May 14. 

Because she “wishes to do every- 
| thing possible to aid in bringing 
| back the two-a-day,” Sophie 
| Tucker, headlining the initial Hen- 
| nepin-Orpheum bill under this re- 
served seat policy, went on the air 
without compensation over KSTP, 
leading Twin City radio station, 
Monday night. 

Manager Frank Burke of the 


Henepin-Orpheum arranged the 
broadcast after he had obtained 
Miss Tucker’s consent to partici- 
pate. She agreed by wire to donate 
her services. 





Mrs. Chaplin’s Route 
Lita Gray Chaplin is booked until 
March, 1930. Finishing her Keith 
time in August, Miss Chaplin will 
take a month’s vacation and start 
on the Interstate Circuit. 











American Rep. 
FRANK DONNELLY-NORMAN JEFFRIES REEVES & LAMPORT 





~ VICTORIA PALACE, LONDON 





European Rep. 














Feb. 11. Empire, New Cross 
Feb. 18. Leeds 

Feb. 25. Empire, Finsbury Park 
March 4. Metropolitan 

March 11. Holborn Empire 
March 18. Palladium 

March 25. Vacationing Paris 
April 1. Pavilion, Glasgow 


April 8. 
April 15. 
April 22. 
April 29. 
May 6. 
May 13. 
May 20. 
May 27. 


BOB FISHER 


OPENED LONDON, ENGLAND 
Holborn Empire (RETURN) 
Blackpool 
Empire, Penge 
ALHAMBRA AND DOUBLING SAVOY HOTEL 
Empire Hackney 
Southshields 
Hippodrome, Brighton 
Stoll’s Kingsway 


Month of June, Wintergarten, Berlin, Germany, with Paris and Return Dates in England to Follow 


IN SPARE TIME RECORDING FOR THE PARLOPHONE RECORD COMPANY 


Many Thanks to FRED LA REINE and All Friends at Home 
English Representative: E. EDELSTEN 


























R-K-O PALACE, NEW YORK 


THIS WEEK (MAY 12) RETURN DATE 


DON CUMMING 


BOOKED SOLID 1928-1929-1930 


Direction GEO. O. WEEDEN 





PAT CASEY OFFICE 




















Featuring MISS JACQUELINE, New idea in Rhythm and Taps 


“A WEE BIT OF DIXIE” 


Jines ara Jacqueline 


Thanks to MR. GEORGE GODFREY and MARK MURPHY 
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BY FRIENDLY ARRANGEMENT WITH GREEN,.& STEPT, Inc., L, 
WE HAVE TAKEN OVER THE SENSATIONAL WALTZ SONG HIT: 


“PLL A NES 
-BEIN LOVE | 
WITH YOU” 


MORTON DOWNEY’S BIG-THEME SONG HIT IN THE SENSATIONAL PICTURE, 
“SYNCOPATION,” RELEASED FOR GENERAL USE NOW 

















_ THE GREAT BIG NOVELTY WALTZ---A NATURAL HIT: 


“UNDERNEATH THE 


y RUSSIAN MOON” 


SPECIAL MATERIAL AND QUARTETTE AR 


~ SHAPIRO, BERNSTI 


“LOUIS BERNSTEIN, President 











MUSIC 
PUBLISHERS 
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The vonune Biggest Sensation of This veaion: 


“HGH HO! EV'RYBODY, HEIGH-HO!” 


By HARRY WOODS 








There never was a 5 fox: trot tune like this written before. It is absolutely marvelous for acts and orchestras 


<} 


cand will be known i in every home 3 in America 





o | A Brand New NoUntey Ualike Anything Ever Written Before: 


“WHAT A DAY” 


By HARRY WOODS 





- 


Bo Fe? Mee AE Ee eC ee 2 alt oo 
., _ ~ Pi > . ~ es gi 7 


A quan > Se 


- This song cannot be described. It is a straight song with a comedy twist and is one of the most unusual of 


*, its kind ever written 





One of the Most Beautiful F ox-Trot Ballads of the Day: 


“tT DONT MEAN A THING Without You” 


By LOU DAVIS, J. FRED COOTS and KEN STAMBAUGH 


If desired we also have a little comedy version to this straight ballad 


SUNSHINE 





A Beautiful, High-Class Ballad 


“YOU BROUGHT ME THE 


any, LEFT ME THE RAIN”) 





By LELAND L. YOST and MERRILL D. DOYLE 





TE ARRANGEMENTS READY ON. ALL SONGS 








BROADWAY _ 
NC , CORNER 47th STREET 
: NEW YORK CITY 


JACK fb 2 Gen. Prof. Mer. 
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Graves, May 9, in New York. 


St 
to 


Newark, N. J., May 3. | April 17. 
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MARRIAGES Leaders, Quartet) to Evelyn Kam-|send Netcher in Hollywood, Calif., 


| U.No. 1 Electi 

| 

|mer (non-professional) at Kansas| May 8. This is second marriage for Th Pp 0 sed T. P. . 0. ton Upset 
Ethelind Terry to Benjamin E | City, May & Kearney Walton, Jr.,| groom and third for bride. 

gmetad 





Begeaux (non-pro), Atlantic City.| head of the quartet, and Luella Lee, Jacqueline Logan to William L. : 3 

May 8. stage dancer, will wed in Los An-| Winston in Hollywood, May 12. For the first time in years there 
Janet Spitzer, writer, to Bob Bol- | geles May 28. They were married last fall in Mex- : i was an upset in the election of offi- 

lak, broker and_ music critic of the | John Gilbert, 32, to Ina Claire,| ico, but Miss Logan had not re- A ag Pn ee nae te — Sor Now oe Theatrical Pro- 

Chicagoan (regional), at Chicago, bat Las Vegas, Nevada, May 9. ceived final divorce decree from/|S58 "enachaahen Carbandale, Iii. Policy not tective Union No. 1, May 12, at 

May 8. Bride is a sister of Marian This is the third marriage for the | Ralph Gillispie, so marriage was | *'*°" Bryant Hall, New York. 

Spitzer. | groom and the second for the bride, } held invalid. sok nae Ale stores and offices. - $1. William Monroe, president, wag 
Marion T. Taucke (Met. O. Co) | who was divorced three years ago | Alfred Witherbee to Edith Aubin, Campbell avenue. Owner, syndicate, care | defeated by Walter J. Maher. 

to Elmer Jay Jones (non-pro), May | from James Whittaker, now on the | both of the Chicago Stock, Danbury, BT — tee ee e The biggest surprise was in the 

10 in New York. New York Mirror. Conn., May 9. Cortland, N. ¥.—(M. P.) Also stores| Selection of recording secretary, 





and offices. $150,000. 129 N. Main arent. John C. McDowell, who has held the 
Owner, Schine Corp. Architect, V. A. : » years ras) beate s 
Hello Yourself” Unit Rigaumont, New York City. office ning : ars, wat eaten by 
ne Freeport, Il.—Also store and apart-| Thomas F. Burke. 
‘ _ ‘ . . . ment building. $200,000, 114-16 8S. Ga- 2 ‘Teta 
, George Choos has condensed | ra street. Owner and architect, United Other choices were Edward A, 
Hello Yourself” to one hour, as a| studios Co., Chicago. Policy not given. | Doyle as vice-president; Ben F, 
unit over the Keith circuit com-| , ‘Hamilton, Ohio.-(Community):  $30.° 


: z 000. Site withheld. Owner, Board of} Forman, treasurer; Charles S. Mur- 
mencing May 20. Co. Commrs. Architect not selected. Pol-| phy, sergeant-at-arms; Sam Gold- 


| 
Isabelle Redmond to George EL. | Beatrice Perkins to Herbert Hard- 
| ing Harris (non pro), May 10, New 
Joe Feldman (press agent for the | York. 
anley-Fabian office in Newark) | Metta-Louise Orr to U. S. Consul 
Dorothy Appel (non-pro) in! Roger C. Tredwell, at Kobe, Japan, 


taymond Bud Clark (Four Cheer | Constance Taimadge to Town- 





All of the original cast excepting | icy not given. ’ Sen oncite tr 
Waring’s a fore r me Lins | ..3oplin, Mo.—Also stores and hotel. farb and Joe Magnolia, business 
} « . SyY.Vé é § em $s 











® : 750.000. Sth and Virginia. Owner and/ managers; trustees, Julius Dannen- 
pes ay amar “ih ey | | in the unit. ee. ae ee Co, Chicago! herg, Wally Tighe and George Mc- 
< ; ° . 
. ig Kankakee, Ill.—Also stores and offices. Loughlin. 
$400,000. Oak and Sculer streets. Syn- 
| - } Sunday Supper Show May Go dicate forming care of C. B. — 
| Y oni ° 2 . . . . , , ‘ ow > ond . : 
Furnished Apartments _ |), 's severed. consiaering | Soutest: BOF. Mupert, chienso. FOS | pay. Landau and Iaty Stein ave 
| 








dropping the Sunday supper show at Springfield, Ill.—(Int., alts.). - About | rived in New York last week from 
the Palace, New York, over the | $29,000. Owner, Dominic Frisina The- | ~hicago and will remain indefi- 
: atres. Architect withheld. Policy not 
summer. given. nitely. 








Three, four and five rooms, some with garages included: $18 
to $25 per week; reduction by the month. PG NGI a AS OPER CH GGTD73 














Beautifully furnished with all new modern furniture; houses 
entirely new. Ten minutes on Fifth Avenue Bus No. 15. 
Nearer Times Square than 100th Street, Manhattan. Right 


at the foot of a subway station on which run B.-M. T., 
Second Ave. “L” and Il. R. T. trains. 

' 
The most modern of construction; bathroom floors and walls 


tiled, and complete kitchen with floor tiled; most modern 
plumbing and every known convenience; living room has 
daybed, and .bedroom has complete modern bedroom sect, 
mirror door and several large closets; screens and awnings 
on all windows. Each apartment has a private storeroom 
on the first floor in which any number of trunks can be 
kept, as well as other belongings. Just across the 59th Street 
Bridge; beautiful surroundings, all other houses in vicinity 
being brand new. 





Artists’ Representative for R-K-O 
and Affiliated Circuits 


Now Associated with 
Much cooler than in heart of Manhattan, due to high eleva- 
tion. There are several hundred apartments, so that there 


are always some vacancies to choose from. If you do not 
want to move now, keep this advertisement, and at any 
time you are looking for a home do not go elsewhere until 
you have seen these apartments. After you have seen them sq a 


you will not live elsewhere. 


Coniplete kitchen equipment of every kind, including all And Sincerely Thanks 
dishes and silver. Kitchen range with Lorain oven regu- 


lator, which makes your cooking perfect, gas and electricity 
included. Apartments are beautifully decorated in modern 


ate MARTY FORKINS 
O’REILLY—45-05 Lowery St., Long Island City 


Stillwell! 5807 Open 7 days a week from 9 A. M. to 9 P. M. 











For Many Years of 











Pleasant Business Relations 




















: PALACE THEATRE BLDG. NEW YORK 
REUBON 


CHARACTER DANCER 
Featured in “LIGHTS AND SHADOWS” PHONE BRYANT 2972 
NOW PLAYING R-K-O PALACE, NEW YORK 


Thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Jos. R. Parker 
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KEITH'S MEMORIAL, BOSTON, NEW BIG TIME POLICY, THIS WEEK (MAY 12) 


RUBY NORTON | 


IN HER NEW ACT 


“FAMOUS BLONDES.” by Neville Fleeson 


; . ‘ Independent 
Direction with 


HARRY A. ROMM Representative 


CLARENCE SENNA 


-  R-AK-O PALACE, NEW YORK, NEXT WEEK (MAY 19) 

















dovncnes 20D tates 





png ALA ANNES 


4 
: 
















































































































































ary, 
the 
by 


lure 
vlde- 
1eSg 
ene 
Mec- 


are 
‘om 
efi- 





1) 





q 














Wednesday, May 15, 1929 


MASTBAUM 
(Wired—Presentation) 
Philadelphia, May 10. 

The Mastbaum (Warner-Stanley) 
is pinning faith on the elaborate} 
personnel of its | 
staff, numbering some 60 voices, 30 
girls, stage band of 15 or so and a 
symphony orchestra. Against this| 
background it started out with an) 
entertainment approximating the! 
Roxy type. In the two months or} 
so since its opening, it appears to| 
have departed somewhat from the 
original ideal. 

Scheme was to make the appeal 
on spectacular stage pictures, stun- 
ning ensembles and class musical 
programs, with week to week 
pooked in specialities subordinated 
to those main features. The charting 
of the policy as thus outlined, prob- 
ably sought to devise a show differ- 
ing widely from the Stanley, mod- 
ern house only a block away. The 
battle with the Fox in the same dis- 
trict (four blocks away) seems to 
have brought a revision of the plan. 

This week's production has a 
world of beauty in a pictorial way, 
but lamentably short on comedy. 
Judged by audience raction, the 
standout of the 40-minute show was 
the 14 minutes of Senator Francis 
Murphy, whose dialect spellbinding 
certainly was out of the art atmos- 
phere contemplated. Not only that, 
but even with Murphy in the show, 
they seemed to feel the need for a 
further admixture of comedy to 
lighten the arty magnificence of the 
proceedings. Accordingly they com- 
mandeered the knockabout comedy 
acrobats, Mills and Shea, who} 
epened last Saturday at the Stan- 
ley, abandoning altogether the plan 
to avoid conflict with their own 
neighbor. 

The device was immensely benefi- 
cial. Mills and Shea fitted into the 
production, providing just the 
change of pace from a rather heavy 
operatic overture and a good deal of 
mass spectacle. 

Point of all this is that the house 
started out to go to the extreme of 
modern presentation pageantry and 
then found it desirable to compro- 
mise with the traditional specialty 
technique, particularly with refer- 
ence to the rough and rowdy low 
eomedy. Interest of these consid- 
erations in this place is that such 
things count and indicate tendencies 
while modern showdom is trying to 
evolve a new type of entertainment. 
Point is that both here and at the 
Fox, which is shooting at something 
else again, the fact-stood out like a 
lighthouse that the seasoned low 
comedian is the great entertainment 
staple. 

Stage production is excellent in 
its physical aspect, but outside of 
the interpolated material lacking in 
the jazzy hop-skip quality. For in- 
stance, they have a magnificent 
night club ensemble layout for the 
imtroduction of chorus evolutions, 
and against this background is in- 
troduced an elaborate rendition of 
“Deep Night,” musically great, but 
atmospherically rather blah. It was 
on the finish of this harmonic pas- 
sage that Sen. Murphy took charge 
of the debate and got the decision 
without a dissenting vote from the 
assembled chamber. Down front he 
Was great, but whether the custo- 
mers in the far reaches of this huge 
place got much out of it is_a ques- 
tion. 

Forty-minute stage show opens 
with an eight-minute session of 
“Cavalleria Rusticana” with pretty 
set of church yard, stained glass 
windows a fine effect and the yocal 
ensemble fine. Silent newsreel fol- 
lows. Fox has Movietone tied up for 
himself and house goes to Pathe and 
M-G-M clips. Runs 6 minutes, 

Interlude of Stuart Barrie at the 
console, neat bit of jockeying for 
community sing, Barrie giving a 
lecture in the form of a singing les- 
son. This organist, by the way, has 
the kind of speaking voice the 
gsounders are crying for. If an 
organist short is desirable, he’s it. 

_ Then into the main house produc- 
jion. Dandy background of a night 
elub, with stage band grouped back 
center under Jack Stanley, m. c., 
and on higher tiers the vocal ensem- 
ble in evening clothes grouped about 
eafe tables. Back drop of silver 
and flock of lights complete the joy 
joint atmosphere. Stanley is one of 
the few m. ¢.’s who can be heard 
all over a house of this size. The 
trick is he uses a mike. It holds 
him fixed in one spot, but his talk 
registers. 

Besides the two turns mentioned 
there is a series of specialties, all in- 
troduced as though they made up a 
floor show in the club, which same 
fdea is carried out by the dancing 
girls, 28 in number. Girl number 
leader is Grace Barry, young, cutely 
Plump in figure and with a melo- 
dious voice half coon shout and half 
¢rooning in quality. A candidate for 
the local niche of Evelyn Wilson. 

House doesn’t bill any of the spe- 
cialty people. Program mentions 
only “The Singing Ensemble, the 
Dancing Ensemble and the Mast- 
baum Stage Band,” for this section. 
Orchestra conductor, organist 
m.c. are the only individuals named. 
Reason is desire to build the type of 


and| 
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FOX 4 


(Wired-Vaudfilm) 
Philadelphia, May 10. 


take on special interest at the mo- 
ment because of the war the oppo- 
sition houses are waging in this 
congested section of Quakertown’'s 
downtown district. 

Fox is spending up to $10,000 a 
week for his bills, and, so report 
goes, willing to go further on the 
theory that money spent to build 
the Fox name and type of enter- 
tainment is invested in good will 
when its big new house of 4,200 
seats is opened at l7th and Market 
streets, block north of the present 
stand, 


Fox is developing—indeed, has 
developed—a stage entertainment. 
Bills at the New York Academy and 
here in the Fox break away from 
the tradition of acrobat opening and 
dumb closing and the headliner next 
to closing. What they are shooting 
at is a fast show, well fortified with 
comedy and of even interest. The 
ideal is a show in which the cus- 
tomer doesn’t have to sit through 
acts'he or she doesn’t like in order 
to enjoy those liked. 


Aiming for this objective, Fox has 
turned out a blend of the presenta- 
tion idea and the traditional spe- 
cialty show, and this week’s frame- 
up is a capital example of the tech- 
nique. It opens with a half hour 
revue, in itself is a brisk period of 
specialty; goes into a comedy sketch 
No. 2 with Greta Nissen and James 
Rennie; switches to Johnny Burke 
for 20 minutes of single talking 
gags, and winds up in another half- 
hour revue in Tony Shayne’s All 
Girl Frolic (New Acts). 

The layout has the elements of 
both types of show framing. The 
revues provide the silk and silver 


| around 
Attractions at this house and its| Putting himself across in any city. 
permanent stage!opposing Warner-Stanley Mastbaum 





drapes, the girl display, quick suc- 
cession of specialty of the dance- 
and-warble kind and the rest that 
goes to the stage presentation. 
“Name” players are spotted where 
they will do the most good. It 
worked out splendidly. For the 
glory of the older kind of show 
spotting it should be recorded that 
all honors went to Johnny Burke 
well past the half-way mark in the 
running, and a riot of laughter in 
his “Recruit,” climaxing in a gale 
with the one about the drowning 
bald-headed gob who was sent down 
again to come up right. 


Nissen and Rennie No. 2 gives 
some idea of the Fox idea of tra- 
dition. Matter of fact that was 
where the sketch belonged, for it 
could well have followed Burke's 
low comedy, and certainly couldn't 
have closed the show. 

Idea of opening the show with a 
revue is that it goes right into speed 
and action and there is no prelimi- 
nary stalling. The introductory is 
Dave Harris with Frankie, plenty 
of speed and an abundance of low 
comedy in the pantomime of 
Frankie, a mugging grotesque. Turn 
could be spread out for an hour, but 
in half that time is compact and 
meaty. Pam and Peggy Garvin are 
vo-do-de-o harmonizers, who also 
do a couple of solos. Pair of step- 
ping girls tread through the run- 
ning, and Harris’ one-man band is 
a preliminary to the whooping com- 
edy finish, which has the four girls 
doing a hula, Harris singing and 
Frankie in and out for dumb gags. 
Climax is Frankie’s appearance in 
absurd feminine get-up with illumi- 
nated earrings and an auto tail- 
light blazing in the appropriate lo- 
eation. This got a roar and clinched 
an auspicious start for a show that 
was to run just short of two hours. 

Nissen and Rennie were a bit of a 
let down. Any sketch pair would 
be bound to be quiet after Harris’ 
clown finish. However, the sketch 
has its points on second or third 
view. The situation of a jazzy dame 
getting the razz in her search for 
sheik romance in the desert has a 
comedy slant, and Miss Nissen’s 
lingerie display is worth anybody’s 
glimpse. 

Burke delivered 20 minutes of un- 
broken roar. He never lost control 
for an instant with consistent gags, 
paced and timed as only a studied 
and experienced trooper can plant 
them, 

Tony Shayne AlII-Girl revue, girl 
band of 12, with a fem mistress of 
ceremony, Betty Harmon, acrobatic 
dancer and an adagio trio to put a 
spectacular punch in the right place 
near the finish. 

Stage show started at 2.15 and 
finished close to 4. House opens at 
11, usirfe sound shorts in lieu of the 
specialty bill for the time being. 
Price of 35 cents is a bargain, and 
it insures a full house to start the 
first afternoon show off under best 
auspices. 

Line at the box office at 2 and 
capacity plus inside. Screen fea- 
ture, given little mention t!n billing, 
is “Speakeasy” (Fox). Rush. 





over a performance that 
need a typical crowd of Chi flaps 
to give it a reception. He's devel- 
oped into a first-rate m. c. of all- 
showmanship—capable — of 


doesn't 


“Chinatown” unit is the best en- 
tertainment the Oriental has had in 


weeks, and Kvale does plenty to 
make it that. He has everything a 
good m. ec. needs: youth, looks, 


comic ability, musical talent and a 
drawing personality. Working in 
Norman Frescott's mind reading act, 
in which he was rehearsed both by 
Frescott and Jack Osterman, Kvale 
removed any lingering doubts as 
to his talking ability. He played 
the clown mind reader in excellent 
legit style. — 


Lou McDermott’s production as- 
sisted materially in giving Kvale a 
good sendoff. Ran 60 minutes on 
the first show without dragging, and 
cutting to the regular 50 minutes 
makes it even better. Opening was 
before a Chink laundry drop, Kvale 
coming in with a load of wash and 
accepting the proprietor’s invita- 
tion to have a look around China- 
town. Then into the Chinatown full 
stage set, where the 106-girl ballet 
starts with a drill routine done with 
large rubber balls. Snappy and 
shorter routine would be better, as 
their second appearance also is 
slow. 
Kvale follows with a comedy song, 
selling it easily. Mary and Bobby, 
young dance team, work four spe- 
cialties and click on all. Act has 
very neat appearance, much in its 
favor, and with routine grooming 
should progress into a class turn. 
Ballet on again in a “stop and go” 
number, holding positions whenever 
the music stopped suddenly. Short- 
ened a bit, it makes a welcome com- 
edy relief from straight routining. 
Helen Kennedy, talking and sing- 
ing, scored with a surefire layout 
of gags delivered in individual style 
and carried her act to a strong 
finish with skillfully exaggerated 
handling of a pash lyric for laughs. 
Standard for picture houses. 


Norman Frescott, revue and vaude 
name, also makes a class house act 
for spots where the m. c. is able 
to assist in the mind-reading clown- 
ing; or he could carry his own man. 
Kvale worked with him here, and 
though an act using house lights 
and working in the audience is ut- 
terly foreign to stageband presen- 
tation, Frescott is the exception and 
a big one. Turn is a satire on Hindu 
fakirs, with punch gags built 
around a collection of readings that 
really puzzle the crowd. 


Production ensemble finale closed. 
On screen were “Voice of the City” 
(M-G), all dialog. Pathe sound news 
and Paramount silent clips. Busi- 
ness heavy Friday morning. 

Henri Keates, original singing bee 
organist, returned this week and 
demonstrated he is still a leader in 
that division. Bing. 


ROXY 
(Wired) 


New York, May 11. 


The current stage show is a con- 
densed version of “The Gondoliers,” 
of Gilbert and Sullivan, or more pre- 
cisely of Sir Arthur Sullivan, since 
it’s largely Gilbert and Sullivan with 
the libretto left out. 


If an American composer is played 
50 vears from now in picture houses 
it will probably be that other Roxy 
standby and patron saint whose 
statue sentimentally decorates the 
lobby, Victor Herbert. 

J. Parker Coombs, Frank Moulan 
and Ethel Louise Wright augment 
the usual Roxy vocal specialists for 
the 18 minute session of whimsical- 
ity. With the abettment of the 
stage amplification system it was 
possible to get a pretty good ver- 
batim on the lyrics while the purely 
choral effects were swell. 

Medley of Sullivan tunes served 
as an overture for the pit ensemble 
under Joseph Littau in the absence 
aboard the Ile de France, Paris- 
bound, of Erno Rapee. This was 
an added treat for Savoyard fans 
as it revived the best of Sir Arthur's 
tunes unlike “The Gondoliers,” one 
of the lesser efforts of the immortal 
team. 

From the standpoint of sheer 
wallop “I’m Marching Home to 
You,” item C of the “divertisse- 
ments,’ sung with vigor and Jol- 
sonian pulsation by Douglas Stan- 
bury, was the high moment, as it 
was the sequential climax, of the 
stage doings. 

“A Silhouette’ was a very fine bit 
of imaginative staging and lighting 
featuring the elastic knees of Leon- 
ide Massine. Dancers appear with 
perforated costumes ecavorting in 
front of a Ilveminous blood-pink 
background creating a vivid silhou- 
ette effect. 


~ PARAMOUNT 


(Wired) 
(Fifth Avenue—Unit) 

New York, May 1}. 
Well-balaneed show this week, | 
with good representation from every | 
department. Also Rudy Vallee, for 
his third week, and box-oilice draw 
in the feature, “Gentlemen of the 
Press” (Paramount), to stand off 
fine weather approacnh. 

Jack Partington’s unit, “Fifth 
Avenue,” as it shapes up for the 
road, is excellent picture-house fare, 
running off smoothly in this house 
against the Paramount orchestra 
background for additional support. 

The unit has a group of well- 

trained Albertina Rasch girls, pre- 
sented in pairs in varying costumes, 
a change and relief from the mo- 
notony of the usual solid color for- 
mations. 
In addition there is a show-stop- 
per in one of the best solo drummers 
doing picture house work. Hie works 
in cork, appearing in one, drum- 
ming his audience into bursts of 
applause following each clincher, 

This boy by no means exhausts 
the heavy artillery, being followed 
later by Dolores, Eddy and Douglas, 
with an ultra-dangerous and show- 
manly adagio routine. The girl takes 
long throws, unusual jumps and 
undergoes general adagio treatment, 
turn supplying a remarkable flash. 

Others featured in the revue are 
Jack Powell, Robert Cloy, and Hee- 
tor and Pals. Hector is evidently 
the dog act, appearing with over a 
dozen tiny white pups and gagging 
successfully where the pups have 
been trained to disregard orders to 
do tricks. 


Rudy Vallee, closing the stage 
show preceding the brief finale, 


sings more than usual this week. 
Got stranded on a high note during 
an early performance Saturday aft- 
ernoon, but managed to climb down 
without exciting too much comment 
from the audience. Reception pow- 
erful on each song. 

Vallee plays mostly with the Par- 
amount stage band, his own boys 
included.in the general grouping ex- 
cept for one or two numbers. Val- 
lee’s band in itself is first rate, the 
leader again showing good judgment 
in selections and orchestrations, 

Mr. and Mrs, Jesse Crawford, at 
the consoles for apnroximately eignt 
minutes. Including two mother 
songs this week. Paramount news- 
reel, with a talking trailer for “The 
Dangerous Woman,” fills out ap- 
proximately two hours. Mori. 


LOEW’S STATE 
(Wired) 


Los Angeles, Muay 10. 

“Beach Nights,” current Fanchon 
and Marco “Idea,” none too forte 
from an entertainment standpoint. 
It is a nifty flash with a Hawaiian 
setting and background that may 
please the eye but hardly the ear. 
Every now and then the F. and M. 
production forces have a let-down 
and bring in a negligible quantity. 
Not the fault of those in the unit, 
but that of directorial staff. Just 
slapping a couple of acts into a 
show, adding a dozen good looking 
gals does not mean it is punch en- 
tertainment. 

That is the case with this unit, 
with the exception of the Kutaros 
who tie things up in a knot with 
their pedalogy. When this unit 
leaves here and is minus the Rube 
Wolf and other house aids, it is 
going to be just as weak a sister in 
the East as were the stripped of 
talent Publix units they used to get 
here: Fanchon and Marco have an 
abundance of good material under 
contract and should be a bit more 
liberal in making use of it, for their 
m. c.’s all over the circuit are not 
as capable as Rube Wolf in knitting 
an entertainment around what they 
get. 

Show opens with Wolf and his 
stage outfit playing a medley over- 
ture of ballads which includes a 
Mother’s day number. Then Maxine 
Doyle, not so long ago in the F. & 
M. lineup, comes forth for a chant 
with uke. She is a cute little trick 
in appearance and has ability and 
when later in the proceedings she 
leads a hula number, the gal hits on 
all eight and ties proceedings in a 
knot. There is another gal in this 
number, a blonde, who formerly 
worked in the line. She also is 
strong on looks and delivers a world 
of hip eloquence, 

Wolf gets in a “William Tell” 
number with the line girls doing a 
classical step and cloud and rain 
effects on the back drop. 

Davis and La Rue come 
eccentric acrobatic stepping, with 
man doing comedy drunk bit and 
woman tapping. Another neat dance 
turn are Roy Bradley and Evain. 
Girl is whiz on the toes and the 
couple do pleasing waltz routine. 


in for 





Russell Markert’s nifties func- 
tioned prettily in the garden scene 





ORIENTAL 


(“Chinatown”—Unit) 





show and not reputation for special- 
' 


ties, 


Business at this performance 


ffirst of evening) two-thirds at 6:50, | 
filling to packed standees and a line! 


half a block lone at 8:15. Feature, 
“Glad Rag Doll” (Warner-Vita). 
Rush. 


Chicago, May 10. 
| Paul Ash at MeVicker’s 
years ago, Al Kvale has been a good 
drawing m. c. for this town. But in 
“Chinatown” unit this week, 


Ever since he started subbing for 
severalland a 


mark- | (Fox). 
|ing his return to the Oriental after | afternoon business was a good 50! News and “The Pagan 
a long stay at the Norshore, he puts’ per cent. shy ol capacity. 


| Saturday it was doubly remarkable 
i that so high a degree of precision is 
jachieved on the break-in perform- 


jance for manoeuvers as intricate 
troupe as numerous. Not a 
| misstep was noted, 

Feature picture “The Valiant” 


Tp until 32:30 Saturday 


Land. 


of “The Gondoliers” and again in 
Divertissement B, entitled “On the} 
Beach.” Viewed on the first show 


Wolf and Miss Doyle get in for bit 
of repartee which is okay then Kit- 
aros, two men and woman Japs, 
{come in for the pedal routine which 
is hair raiser and serves as corking 


prelude for the finale pieture with 
girls mounted on cameo depicting 
through frame a Wawaiian sunset. 


Act runs 40 minutes which is okay 
as far as time is concerned, but 


| Restricted by 
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CHICAGO 
(Wired) 


Chicago, May 14, 

ifs historg 
“pink” this 
refined Chicago 
the censors “for 
Paramount's all talker, 
“The Letter,” is going to pull more 
trade than might have been ez- 
pected without the hullabaloo, If 
the B&K people had any hesitancy 
about playing this picture, they 
were plenty reassured on the open- 


For 
B&K 
week 


the first time in 
are showing a 
at the ultra 


adults only,” 


ing day’s (Friday) business. Local 
screen fans take little for granted, 
and once a hue and cry is raised, 
they're going to see what it's all 
about; high class mob, regularly 
identified with the Chicago, in- 
cluded. 


Calculating on a speedy turnover, 
the stage portions are being held 
down to minimum schedule, giving 
the house a big break at the turn- 
stiles. First show, Friday, ran @ 
little behind time, though smoothly, 
“Barnyard Follies,” rural produc- 
tion idea in two sets, is Paul Os- 
eard’s initial effort here, in collab- 
oration with H. Leopold Spitalny, 
musical director. Between the two 
they have turned out a colorful and 
effective unit at a low cost. Oscard 
is a flash producer, with a keen eye 
for minute details on the stage. 
His technical ability coupled with 
Spitalny’s careful musical interpre- 


tation should make them a har- 
monious team, 
Ray Bolger, taken out of a “B” 


unit for this show, is the only out- 
side act in the production. Remain- 
ing retinue is composed of house 
regulars and incidental performers, 
including Luella Fiertag, soprano; 
Jack Powell, baritone; Fay Epper- 


son, vocaliste, and Charles Jolley, 
tenor. House ensemble singers and 
ballet lend the proper’ balance, 


Bolger, one of the brightest things 
in the comedy hoofing line yet seen 
around, opened practically cold in 
this house and turned himself into 
a miniature riot. Here's a boy that 
impresses more each time. Open- 
ing set is a picturesque farm yard 
scene, bringing out the ballet girls 
in colored overalls for an approps 
ate routine, showing a lot of gin 4 
Bolger’s clever rubber leg work 
picks up a fast tempo to score for 
him nicely. Nine vocal 
group for an ensemble romantic 
number nicely staged, with Miss 
Fiertag soloing to a spontaneous re- 
ception. With a shortage on talent 
it was necessary to concentrate on 
Bolger a little too much. He steps 
out prematurely to head a barnyard 
dance, then remains to_clown and 
gag in front of a scrim while the 
next set is laid. It would have 
given the show a much greater 
range and perspective if another 
specialty was spotted somewhere. 
As is, a more or less blackout effect 
precedes the second section, a flash 
spectacle with a fantastic weave 
around it. Finale let down con- 
siderably on the strength of a slow 
parade and dancing finish by the 
girls. Nice enough flash, rich in 
color and design, but lacking a good 
strong punch for the curtain, 


Spitalny’s orchestral item is 
“Mothers of the World,” intelligent 
arrangement of various . mother 
themes in tribute to Mother's Day. 
Oscard’s contribution to this is a 
stage tab, constructed to give a 
spiritual effect. Helen Schoen, Rita 
Dame, Norma  Bondonis, Luella 
Fiertag and Charles Jolley are the 
soloists in the picture. Pretty bit, 
well done, 

On the screen short end is a Clark 
and McCullough talking subject and 
nine clips from International news- 
reel. 3 

Main floor solid 
two shows Friday. 


CAPITOL 


(Wired-“Frills and Fancies”-Unit) 
New York, May 11. 

First-class stage show both from 
the production flash comedy special- 
ty angles, backed by a screen fea- 
ture (“The Pagan”) fhat ought te 
pull the women on the combined 
strength of its player names and its 
romantic and sentimental appeal. 

Picture runs an hour and 20 minu- 
tes and the presentation 40 minutes 
more, Which leaves time only for 
brief newsreel, one short talker by 
Van and Schenck and the overture. 
Trailer for next week's feature, 
“Bridge of San Luis Rey” is brief. 

Presentation starts with an im- 
pressive picture in the setting. Cut 
drop in the front groove represent- 
ing a Valentine heart outline. Stage 
is a mass of paper frills, lace work 
and geegaws in the Valentine st®>. 
A rave of over-decoration that care 
ries out the love missive idea per- 
fectly. Band set in a maze of birth- 
day cake frosting like the interior of 
a cream puff and the Chester Hale 
Girls, all in Colonial crinolines step- 
ping out front. Dandy pictorial ef- 
fect for the getaway. Sylvia Miller, 
soprano, singing appropriate num- 
ber. 

Briefest of by 
Dave Schooler and Maureen and 
Sonny go into action. Girl of the 
John Held, Jr., type opens with 
jazzy song and varsity drag routine, 
followed by boy with acrobatic 
dance session and a pip. Boy does 


eapacity§ first 
Loop. 


announcements 





when {ft comes to entertalnment 
value is not there. 
VWalf doven cline of Fos 





(talker) 


}M-G-M screen feature. lng. 
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ity for three years or more. How has always marked his appearance Al A 
PALACE Keith’s has missed it all this time ORPHEUM in his home town. He knew it was P CE 
(St. Vaude) isn’t clear, unless it was due to (St. Vaud.) not so totsy, and he probably felt (St. Vaud) 
Will Mahoney and Roy Cummings Loew's playing the act all around Los Angeles, May 12. did th Cockers bored  pe s var Say 33. 
were the atonement Sunday for ab- twice a ‘year. Out here where traffic moves e ers. 


gence of Clayton, Jackson and Du- 
rante (Clayton had the pip). Both 
were doubling, Mahoney from the 
Fordham and Cummings from 
Flushing, . 

As the opening show played the 
two substitutes were most of the 
entertainment. Of the nut comic 
variety, they were spotted apart and 
combined to save the afternoon. 

Lou Clayton took a nine on the 
par four 13th at Queensboro Satur- 
day. This very dubby golf playing 
preyed on his mind to the extent 
that Lou contracted high fever. Mrs. 
Lou called the doc. Between the 
doc and Mrs. Lou, the Palace was in 
a spot. Just like the goat without 
a nose, the Palace was without its 
schnozzles. Mahoney and Cummings 
were last minute bookings. 


Mahoney omitted his most effec- 
tive piece of business Sunday and 
still tied up the works. The wooden 
shoes, the nut dance and the falls 
were out. And no wonder, in Sun- 
day’s heat and the three at the 
Fordham, 


Will clowned through his song 
routine, opening as usual with 
“Lily,” and thence right into the 
Scotch number. “Mammy” got him 
off as a wham. A classic curtain 
speech, including the Lena narra- 
tive, left a fond impression. He 
cried about leaving the wooden 
shoes in the Fordham dressing room, 
stating the shoes will never for- 
give him. 


Besides Mahoney and Cummings, 
show spelled money. Jackie Coogan 
tilted the ante by $5,000 and there 
seemed to be enough otherwise to 
stamp the current Palace bill as, 
perhaps, the most costly to date. It 
looked that way without always 
playing that way, 

Nine acts this week. No acrobats. 

Tillis and LaRue were full stage 
openers with their dance revue. 
Somewhat of a departure for the 
Palace to open in the flash manner, 
apA mot bad for a change. Another 

mings, this time Don, was the 
deucer. He's a lariat spinner and 
a youth with a youthful style. Talk 
is at a minimum, which is the right 
idea for Cummings, and the roping 
featured. Several of his stunts are 
new and often sensational. 


Al Shean and Lynn Canter, third, 
are a repeat act for the Palace 
without justification. Why Miss 
Canter should be secondary in an 
office sketch and not singing on her 
own is also unreasonable. Such a 


_ voice as the one she is so fortu- 


nate to possess deserves a much 
better background and a much 
wider scope. The two-act has been 
geen to do better elsewhere than 
at the Palace Sunday matinee. 


The radio nite club trio of Kuz- 
nezoff (basso), Mme. Nicolina (so- 
prano) and Vasilievsky (guitarist) 
were next to close in the first sec- 
tion, just ahead of Mahoney. On 
the air they plug a pop cigar. A 
class act in vaude, too classy for 
most of vaude, but generally under- 
standable because such vocal ability 
cannot be misinterpreted (New 
Acts). “Lights and Shadows,” ex- 
cellent flash (New Acts), opened 
part two; Keith’s should advise its 
producers to look this one over. It’s 
full of ideas and good people. 


Jackie Cooga’, partnered by his 
hoofing dad, did a pretty little 
brodie in the late No. 7 spot. Bad 
handling is written all over the turn. 
Somewhere in his leap from screen 
to stage, Jackie lost much of his 
attractive boyishness. He’s not the 
same Jackie, and too bad. It must 
be disillusioning for the kids who 
come to the theatre to see their 
Jackie Coogan. They find someone 
else in his stead. 


This 14-year-old boy is reciting a 
poem about a scarlet woman, a 
woman who walks the streets and 
can’t be blamed. If Jackie realizes 
the significance of the recitation, he 
shouldn't be allowed to brag about 
it; and if the children in the audi- 
ence understand the topic, they're 
not children. 


Roy Cummings accomplished his 
usual solid click in next to shut, 
working hard for 10 minutes, with 
aid of his comely blonde assistant. 
Cummings’ 10 minutes in the Sun- 
day temperature must have seemed 
like 20 to Roy, but he didn’t stall a 
moment or forget a pratt fall. 

Joe Kirkwood, golf trickster, 
closed late (New Acts). 

Half a house Sunday mat. 


/ a 
t 


Bige. 





FOX 


(Wired-Vaudfilm) 
Brooklyn, May 13. 

Another one of those sweet vaude 
shows that Fox has been tossing 
across the bridge for the opposition 
to worry about. No single money 
name this week, but a flock of solid 
yaude, plenty of shorts and a re- 
liable feature picture, “Donovan Af- 
fair’ (Columbia). 

The kind of a bill that had Charlie 
Ahearn’s hobo troupe, ordinarily a 
middle of the bill act or full stage 
next-to-closer, in the deuce. There 
is not another turn like Charlie 
Ahearn’s in -vaude today, and 
4earn has retained that singular- 


Moss and Frye, in the semi-final 
spot, probably the name turn of the 
show, landing not as well as usual 
because the theatre is not suited 
for the Moss and Frye type of cross 


fire, but sufficing under conditions, 
while the bill's class was in the 
Roxy Gang (New Acts), mixed 
quartet from Roxy's radio crowd, 
singing beautifully with a girl piano 


accompanist, 

Tommy Monahan and Co-eds, girl 
act with a man featured that has 
been around for Keith's and others 
for a spell, opened. There’s not 
much till the finale, when Monahan 
imitates a bag puncher with foot 
taps and the girls emulate him in 
unison. Will Mahoney is doing an 
identical bit and doing it better than 
Monahan, but no comparison nec- 
essary since to Mahoney it’s just 
another number while to Monahan 
it’s an act. All in all, the Monahan 
girls and Monahan were a different 
sort of opening act, making a pleas- 
ant start. 

“The Monologist” (5), novelty 
comedy talk act enacted mostly 
among the orchestra chairs, and an- 
other one that has worn down the 
pencils of Keith bookers and is now 
playing for Fox, was No. 3, back 
of Ahearn, There is one error that 
should be rectified immediately, If 
the girl of the turn, rising from the 
audience for a husband-wife argu- 
ment routine, were not exposed un- 
der a spot, any realism sought after 
would be greatly aided. She is the 
only woman in a five-people act, 
and now the only member to get the 
spot; which may be polite, but 
nothing else, 

Art Landry’s musically fine or- 
chestra, at the Palace two weeks 
ago, closed here with about the 
same routine, and looked better in 
this larger theatre. It was just the 
other way ‘round with Moss and 
Frye, 

Against the Fox in Brooklyn's stiff 
opposish battle, the Albee (Keith's) 
has Irene Rich on the stage this 
week and “The Leatherneck” as film 
feature; Paramount’s § (presenta- 
tions) picture is “Gentlemen of the 
Press,” with stage holding Paul Ash 
and the usual stage band show. 
Fox’s business extra heavy on 
warm Monday night, Bige. 





STATE 


(Wired-Vaudfilm) 


No big shots in the six act frameé- 
up at the State Monday, yet a fair 
barrage of talent with occasional 
bursts of novelty. Vaude layout 
conjoined with beauty semi-finals 
for a selection added much s. a., 
instrumental for the standing room. 
Bathing beavts responsible for un- 
due changing of seats to get down- 
front eyeful. 


Splendid acrobatic comedy by one 
of three casters in expert casting 
act, Kay, Hamlin and Kay, as 
openers. Derbied little comedian 
brought house down with his pre- 
carious slips and gyrating stunts on 
apparatus, as well as floor neck- 
spin, 

Deucer a blackface female imper- 
sonator, bristling with plumaged 
headdress, gown, evening wrap and 
countless dazzling bracelets from 
wrists to armpits, Freak attire 
augmented by such contraptions as 
electrically lighted red stoplight and 
alarm clock on knee. This act, Ro- 
maine and Castle, went especially 
strong. Castle at the piano plays 
straight, singing in harmony at 
times with Romaine, who has a 
clever brand of chatter and a get 
‘em prop line: “How's your mother?” 
Females occasionally screamed at 
antics of Romaine, 


A load of adagio dancing by Gas- 
ton and Andree Co., the company 
meaning a ballet relief by a buxom 
young femme with much rhythm in 
her work and indisputable ability. 
State orchestra followed her com- 
mendably. Nude dancing by man 
and girl only fair. “Absinthe Fiend” 
Sketch for wind-up, the fellow 
catching girl in akimbo arms and 
holding her high for tableau effects. 

Reed and LeVere, talented duo of 
males, one acting as straight with 
banjo, mandolin and derby, the 
other with violin and brown derby 
supplemented by perfect tap work. 
How that violin man can dance is 
terrific. Feet as delicately schooled 
as his sensitized fingers, Oke act 


Next to shut, Morris and Camp- 
bell in their talking short turn. 
Windup a fight in which talker 
ends and foursome appear in per- 
son for tumultuous response. En- 
tertaining and the characters as 
good in person. 

Harry Girard and 12 girls with 
soloist and several scene shifts, the 
elderly Girard directing the gals 
from the orchestra pit. Not hot 
but well received. Soloist barely 
fair and comely girls moan with no 
real class. Girard works hard and 
sings himself, but needn't. 

The finals of the beaut thing will 
be at the State in three weeks, the 
intervening weeks being preliminary 
contests. Two sisters won first con- 
test in which some 16 gals com- 
peted. They were Viola and Doro- 
thy Brown of 135th street. 

Screen attraction: “Lady of the 
Pavements” (U, A.). Sound news. 





every 45 seconds and the driver's 
slogan is “you can’t win,” the Dun- 
cans are waging a losing holdover 
fight at the Orpheum. Girls just 
can’t make the two-week grade and, 
as a matter of fact, don’t seem to 
care. Sisters are. still apologizing. 
They're full of excuses lately and 
it's no good. Headline pair are re- 
peating their “Interlude” burlesque 
and all reference to Rosetta’s wart. 
Besides which the comic half spotted 
Ben Bard in the first row and 
wouldn't let go. 

Bard may have his own reasons 
for being there, but no excuse for 
“Jake” trying to re-establish the 
bridegroom as a straight man again. 
Duncans did 36 minutes of which 


the “Interlude” fifteen were dis- 
tinctly forced. They could have 
closed intermission that much 


earlier with no regrets. 

Show is standing up on the 
strength of Al Trahan and Frankie 
Heath, both in the second half, with 
the comedy pianist next to shut. 
Miss Heath romped home due to 
splendid material for four songs, the 
lyrics of which may sail by the 
heads of many locals, but the deliv- 
ery of which never misses. Song- 
stress got flowers, heavy applause 
and can repeat again and early. 
Trahan didn’t do a thing but mop 
up. Comic has grabbed himself an 
excellent straight woman, new, who 
fits in perfectly. A frolic for this 
act, which is real vaudeville. Plenty 
of hoke and they howl. 

Closing were Chaney and Fox, a 
ballroom dance layout unconven- 
tional enough to be entertaining. 
Main point is that it keeps moving. 
On and off in 13 minutes. Might 
not mean so much back east, al- 
though oke here and worthy of an 
Atlantic fling. Outfit is man and 
woman, latter doing a Bessie Clay- 
ton specialty assisted by singing 
pianist and hoofer, plus the usual 
set of drapes. 

You can't drive to Santa Barbara 
and get back in time to catch™the 
opening acts of the Orpheum. First 
viewed were Bob and Gale Sher- 
wood, who were in the midst of 
nine-piece band and a hot guitar 
strummer by the time Variety got 
to a seat. Femme toe specialist sur- 
prised some of the gang, but it was 
the guitar do-do-do-ing youngster 
who evoked the most interest. 
Meanwhile the Agemos, acrobats, 
and Reed and Duthers had come 
and gone. 

As a whole the bill roundly satis- 
fied this Sunday assemble which 
didn’t attend to capacity. No laugh- 
ing off that the Duncans are no 
longer a holdover act, and this is 
the home town as regards the girls. 
If they're not careful they'll ease 
themselves down a toboggan of 
carelessness. It’s a good thing 
they've got Trahan and Miss Heath 
this week, and tell Charley Morri- 
son to keep his new Packard out of 
this town. Sid. 


KEITH MEMORIAL 


(St. Vaude) 


Boston, May 13. 

The new policy of straight vaude- 
ville took New England by storm 
and this $5,000,000 house was sold 
out solid to a heavy turnaway to- 
night (Monday). From now on, 
with the same $1 top as heretofore, 
Keith’s Memorial will play two a 
day, three on Saturday, and con- 
tinuous Sundays. 

The billing features the house as 
the only straight vaudeville theatre 
in New England and plugs the vir- 
tues of reserved seats as compared 
with the lobby battles for the rush 
seats in the vaudfilm and presenta- 
tion palaces. The opening bill 
brought over the New York office 
bookers almost solid. 

At intermission they were glowing 
with pride. They had a right to be. 
But they should have gone back to 
the hotel then and there, because 
the second half did a nose-dive. The 
first half was Loyal’s Dogs, the 
Norman Thomas Quintette, with the 
hottest colored drummer Boston has 
ever seen; Will and Gladys Ahearn, 
who had them begging for more; 
Joe Browning, a little blue for this 
family house, but getting one con- 
tinuous howl of laughter; Ben Ber- 
nie, with 13 men from the Hotel 
Roosevelt, and with Jack Donahue 
introducing every act. 

What a bill! Then came inter- 
mission. 

A novelty to Boston vaudeville, 
they turned the mob loose in the 
lobbies for atmosphere and a cig- 
arette. And how Boston ate it up. 
It was nothing less than ecstasy to 
be able to flick your ashes on those 
million dollar rugs in a town where 
most of the husbands have to smoke 
in the cellar to save the lace cur- 
tains. 

Then came the second half with 
Ruby Norton substituted for Mary 
Haynes as an opener, and Murand 
and Girton, cyclists, closing. Jack 
Donahue had the cream spot, and 
never worked so poorly. He appar- 
ently ran out of chatter with his 
exhaustive first half ad lib routine. 
The act he had prepared for his 
vaudeville return had been found 
to be sub-standard so he went back 
to hoofing. His routine was his 
oldest. bread and butter stuff, and 
his heart was not in it. He went 
over but nt with that crash that 








Another week will tell the story 
of how the straight vaudeville pol- 
icy has landed in Boston, the spot 
where it originated. Libbey. 


JEFFERSON 


(Wired-Vaudfilm) 

Memo for J. P.: 

Next time you're down here get a 
good look at that ceiling. It’s a dis- 
grace to the Keith Circuit. Maybe 
it doesn’t matter particularly. Ad- 
mitting the 14th street mob haven't 
such exacting tastes, you can’t 
overlook that Fox's Academy, a 
block away, is gspic-and-span, and 
plenty of opposition. 


And, speaking of that opposition, 
Sunday’s bill at the Jefferson num- 
bered most of the weaknesses of 
small time, while the Academy ordi- 
narily includes many of good points 
and names of what used to be big 
time. 

Miller Bros. and Co-Eds was the 
first course. This is hodge-podge 
ultimately going chautauqua, with 
three of the members blowing 
bugles while the fourth throws his 
soul and lungs into a slide trom- 
bone. The vaudeville touch is re- 
tained to the extent of the boys 
wearing spats with tuxedos and the 
girls doing strip changes from their 
chautauqua frocks into hotsy-totsy 
trunks and brassieres, 

Carl Dobbs and Co., two men and 
a woman, adhere to simple princi- 
ples of comedy, whacking one an- 
other at frequent intervals with 
various objects, most of them hav- 
ing percussion caps that explode 
most excruciatingly. By process of 
persistent physical asgault and 
abuse they manage to wring some 
giggles. They do nine minutes and 
never stop mugging until the final 
bend. 

George P. Murphy, German dia- 
lect comic, combines with Vic Cass- 
more and Gene Kirkland to revive a 
vaudeville conveyance of 1905 
model. While Herr Murphy vibrates 
his thorax in Teutonic fashion 
Monsieur Cassgmore o0o0-la-las_ in 
phoney Francaise, and the two of 
them are restrained from coming to 
blows by the straight man. Lines 
and situation have nothing that 
could ‘survive before an audience 
with any sophistication. But prob- 
ably okay for the neighborhoods. 

After so much noise, mugging and 
low comedians, the beginning of the 
Sully and Thomas turn was pretty 
digheartening. However, they do 
better as they go along, and Buster 
Shaver’s Tiny Town Revue closed 
with a little authentic vaudeville. 
Jeanne Eagles in “The Letter” 
(Par) as the screen attraction, and 
helpful as a squarer for the vaude- 
ville. Land, 


81ST ST. 


(Wired—Vaudfilm) 


Midsummer temperature knocked 
the 8ist St. for a heavy loss at the 
gate. The sparse attendance, how- 
ever, seemed to be on the qui vive 
for Charles W. Hamp (New Acts), 
the headliner, who is making his 
eastern vaudeville debut on the 
erga of a sizable radio reputa- 

on. 

Show, on the whole, was blah. 
Some of the acts seemed to satisfy 
in their own mild fashion, but as 
a composite bill it lacked distinc- 
tion, punch and power. “The Let- 
ter” (Paramount all-talker; Jeanne 
Eagels) is the feature. ; 

Opening was Don Valerio with 
Virginia Diaz in support, doing a 
tgut wire act. Both use parasols 
throughout. Act was formerly a 
threesome, Valerio’s tight - wire 
dancing is the highlight of the rou- 
tine. It’s a good opener for the 
neighborhood houses. 

Meehan and Newman is a mixed 
double that has been around for 
some time also. They vary their 
routines and pace, but for the main 
the fundamental highlights are the 
woman’s yodeling and wah-wah 
vocal calisthenics. The man does 
buck and taps, harmonica “blue- 
ing” and general stepping to sus- 
tain his end. Both combine as a 
satisfactory deucer. 

William Halligan (New Acts) is 
doing & vaude flyer with the “Pre- 
War Scotch” sketch out of Le- 
Maire’s Affairs,” Halligan has 
been on the Fox Movietone lot on 
the coast, it is understood, and es- 
says a foreign trip this summer; 
hence the assumption this is an in- 
termediary flyer. His last vaude 
vehicle was §S. Jay Kaufman's 
“Highlowbrow,” which Billy Gaxton 
first created, followed by Halligan. 
Incidentally, just as Paramount 
movietoned “Highlowbrow” into an 
okay talker, Halligan ought to ar- 
range for the recording of his cur- 
rent vehicle; it will make a good 
talker. 

Hamp followed, doing 33 minutes, 
much too much. Billie Maye and 
Co. closed with an elaborated song- 
dance flash. Formerly of Roye and 
Maye, the star has an artistic pro- 
duction in her “The Dancing Prima 
Donna” production. Maidie Du 
Fresne, John Howe and Jay: Rus- 
sell are in support. It shows off 
Miss Maye well for the finale with 
her combination vocalizing and 





plastic toe specialty, although the 
story thread is a bit hazy. It’s one 
of those art-y flashes, Abel, 


Palace bill this week shows a nut 
approximating $11,000 for a seven- 
act layout, with Gilda Gray and 
Olsen and Johnson drawing down 
around $8,500. It looks anything but 
encouraging for the current box 
office receipts. On the strength of 
these two names, plus that of Joe 
Howard, who gets the third line on 
the house marquee, might have 
looked like a winning parley to the 
booker. To the box office, Sunday 
afternoon, it looked anything but. 

Five turns, carrying the load on 
the first half, closed with Miss 
Gray's flash to a quiet intermission, 
Where the front section should have 
started firmly and built, it turned 
out weak. None of the first four 
acts belonged in the second most 
important two-a-day house in the 
country. 

Frank Evers and Greta, wire act, 
opened slowly and dragged. Evers’ 
performance on the low taut wire 
is just average. Fred Reynolds and 
Allie White next, mixed musical 
team, both in male tramp attire and 
working panto. Their hoke and 
muggy stuff caught on with the 
crowd, who awoke with enthusiasm 
when the girl tipped her sex at the 
finish. It meant an encore for her. 

Following was Nathal, man- 
monkey, seen here for the first time. 
This chap is recalled as having come 
over from the other side a few years 
ago and starting around the Coast 
for Pantages. Act is considerably 
embellished now; quite original and 
novel. Can be featured in the 
smaller houses with exploitation. 
Nathal’s ape-like antics, all over the 
house, are so starting that only his 
introductory explanation and make- 
up in silhouette view succeeds in 
assuring the audience. 

Sidney Marion, burlesque comic 
less than two months ago at the 
State-Lake, did not fortify the mid- 
dle of the bill. Marion’s “Dutch” 
dialect and rolled “r’s” were familiar 
stuff only fairly delivered. Ditto 
his gags and cross fire with a girl 
in which Marion gets blue once. 
With smarter material Marion could 
get much further. He is capable. 

Gilda Gray’s production, with 
eight fem steppers and a dance 
team, was sightful. That full stage 
layout must have cost the dancer 
plenty and looks it. In support of 
her flash Miss Gray has some tal- 
ented girls and a classy couple in 
Helene Denizon and Everett Lielan., 
Latter two earned much applause on 
some nifty dancé executions. Glit- 
tering Gilda probably disappointed 
many who came prepared to see her 
strut some hot stuff, the renowned 
shimmy, for instance. Only at the 
curtain did Gilda give them a brief 
idea of what it looks like. Her mae 
jor efforts were considerably toned 
down, if not actually refined. En- 
couraged to a curtain speech. 

Joe Howard reopened the second 
half with early and late composi- 
tions of his own. In his usual style 
Howard got to the front of the 
house and had ‘em whistling and 
humming. Howard, an oft repeater 
at the Palace, is quite a fav. Mary 
Olcott, planted in the audience, 
comes through with her vocal assist 
in a nice, quiet and demure manner. 
It was left for Olsen and Johnson 
to close a wild show, devoid of any 
real laughs up to now. It took them 
more than 45 minutes to tire this 
mob out. The “nutsy” boys were 
last here New Year's week. Their 
present frolic is about 50 per cent 
new. Whether old or new the Olsen 
and Johnson-isms are strictly low 
comedy in nature. Their antics, 
aided and abetted by Clyde Hager, 
Sidney Gibson, Hal Finley and the 
Norman Sisters, got plenty of 
howls. The sort of nonsense they 
dish out must get laughs. And the 
boys will go to any expense for it. 
With Sid Marion enlisting his serv- 
ices, several extra bits were added 
and the general melee left all ex- 
hausted, except Ole and Chic. For 
these two there is no such word as 
enough. 

Biz off Sunday mat, with the main 
floor just about Canse-fourthg filled: 
00D. 


(Wired-Vaudfilm) 

An embarrassment of stage enter- 
tainment at Fox’s Academy with 
some of the acts overstaying instead 
of cutting down when the show as 
a whole, vaude and pictures, is 
away overboard. Long show matter 
of policy here. Monday night it was 
close to 11 o’clock before the screen 
feature started to unwind. Aside 
from the silent and the Movietone 
news shots there was the feature, 
“Through Different Eyes” (Fox) 
talker, running 55 minutes. 

Giving the Academy audience 
plenty of show may be all right for 
the popular price of admish. 

The vaude started with the Don 
Santos revue (New Acts), unusual 
spotting for anybody but Fox. 
Santos was on 53 minutes. A half 
hour would have been better. 

Rome and Gaut stepped on and 
in 10 minutes piled up a world of 
laughs, offering a plain refutation 
that any turn need overstay to work 
up comedy. <A _ surefire comedy 


click. 


Jack Norworth and Dorothy Adel- 
phia presented their little bedroom 





travesty showing how married folks 
can work up a fast scrap 


Inter- 
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mittently funny but seemed to drag 
interminably. 

Ida May Sparrow and Co. (New 
Acts) suffered to some extent with 
the deluge ahead, yet proved en- 
tertaining. Mr. and Mrs. Lew Brice 
depend upon a lot of talk to put 
them over, although their dancing 
scores. Yet Lew insisted on taking 
an encore and doing his “St. 
Julianenne” bit which could have 
been omitted. Lew would have been 
glad to have changed his mind had 
he been forced to sit through all 
that advance stage hurrah. The 
race track travesty caught on nice- 
ly here. 

Dave Apollon and his musicians 
and the three women working in be- 
tween tunes closed the show. 

Business not so heavy on the 
upper tiers Monday night. Show 
was loaded to the gunwales on 
quantity. Mark. 

58TH ST. 
(Wired—Vaudfilm) 

Only three acts for the vaude fare 
at this Third avenue house, but 
loads of entertainment. Two big 
acts sandwiched with sister act. Ra- 
diance of the early part of the after- 
noon kept the folks strolling along 
the avenue, and rain later knocked 
the evening receipts for a row. 

Vaude and picture, “The Letter” 
(Par.), proved highly satisfying fare. 
Roscoe Ails stayed on 40 odd min- 
utes; long, but well received. 

Mr. and Mrs. Orville Stamm and 
Co. opened, displaying their cus- 
tomary versatility, assisted by three 
delicious dames, young and peppy. 

The wholesomeness of this act 
went extremely well. Stamm and 
wife do their ballroom dance, the 
husband tripping for comedy effect. 
Then he sheds his rags to display 
marvelous muscular development in 
his short body. Pulls some naive 
gags. Then the Stamms do their 
tableaux while blonde sings ‘Just a 
Kiss in the Dark.” Four different 
poses in semi-nude. Then two 
Brinkley type gals in delicate waists 
and pink and green silk trouserettes 
harmonize a la Duncan Sisters. 
Beautiful kids who needn't imitate. 

Next is pirate number, Stamm in 
buccaneer regalia, his mustache 
falling off for laughs. Uses whip 
and does back handstands. Winds 
up this number by carrying wife and 
three dames off with east for Her- 
culean display. Then husband and 
wife give calisthenic pointers to men 
and women with comic delivery. 
Wife shows the gals how to reduce 
waistline and husband demonstrates 
feats of strength. Twenty minutes 
of entertainment. . 

Donovan Girls, two brunettes in 
the deuce. One dame at the piano, 
both in canary colored gowns, har- 
monizing “Song I Love” effectively. 
Gal at piano ballads while other 
changes to velvet trousers. Latter 
sits on pillow and sings to orchestra 
leader, “Whatja Ever Make Me Love 
You For,” which goes over a little 
stronger than song used two months 
ago downtown. Following “song, 
dame executes some nifty high kicks 
and other girl strips to tights and 
joins in a tap duo for finish. Ten 
miutes. Nicely applauded. 

Roscoe Ails wound up the show, 
stretching his act to conform with 
house schedule. : 

Ails is supported by straight man, 
tall blonde and brunette, and five- 
piece orchestra. Girls all lookers and 
all able. Ails uses plenty of familiar 
gags, but his naturally funny way 
carries him along perfectly. 

Act opens with entrance to Bacc- 
hus night club. Ails and straight 
man supply laughs, Ails in brown 
derby, gray suit and red handker- 
chief attempting to enter club with- 
out woman. Straight man comes 
along in tux. Little continuity as 
next is blackout sketch recalled by 
“My husband;” “My wife;” “My 
trousers.” 

Ails then as a tar has his orches- 
tra mounted on guns of battleship. 
Brunette dances expertly, essaying a 
few blue notes. Prior to this Ails 
and straight do the old drop-the- 
wallet sketch, to test honesty of 
women. Very much used but still 
passable, 

Ails has a world of poise and 
mimics to perfection. Blonde does 
Oriental dance that goes well. Then 
a jeweled dance by brunette; some 
taps by straight and cannon and re- 
volver windup with American flag 
a la.Geo. M. Cohan. Everything but 
a Mammy in this act. 


5TH AVENUE 


(Wired—Vaudfilm) 

Heat and rain hurt the box office 
Sunday afternoon; weather, how- 
ever, was less handicap than the 
five act vaude layout, supplement- 
ing “The Letter” (Par). A_ solid 
hour of hokum, only the picture as 
antidote. Customers here sadly in 
need of some comedy and talent 
generally. 

Burt and Grace Turner teed off in 
a juggling turn, using miniature life 
preservers from their prop sloop. 
While hats and the white dough- 
nuts sailed back and forth, the gir! 
arranged six glasses and as many 
spoons on a tray, which by a deft 
movement caused the half dozen 
spoons to leap into the glasses, A 
mild ten minutes. 

Kampus Kids (New Acts), num- 
bering four, in the deuce, two hoys 
and two gals. Very young. 

Trey an air-pocket with Bell and 








WILLIAM HALLIGAN and Co. (4) 
“Pre-War Scotch” (Comedy Sketch) 
14 Mins.; Three (Special) 

8ist St. (V-P) 


Robert Middlemass is author of 
“Pre-War Scotch,” the comedy 
which Halligan did in LeMaire’s 
“Affairs” and is using for a vaude- 
ville flyer. Milton Francis alone is 
mentioned in support, he, presum- 
ably, being the blackfaced porter 
who procures the titular bottle of 
booze. The other two men are the 
hotel proprietor and Halligan’s trav- 
eling salesman companion. 

Both hit a tough dry community 
and decide to take a chance with the 
bellhop for 20 bucks on a bottle of 
alleged “pre-war Scotch” which the 
boy has filched from his boss, the 
innkeeper. Comedy surprise finish 
is derived from the denouement that 
the bellboy did not pass out from 
the likker, but suffered a periodic 
epileptic fit. In the meantime, how- 
ever, the panicky salesmen destroy 
the liquid evidence which they pour 
into the sink, only later to discover 
that the booze is onethe up-and-up. 

Halligan’s wise-cracking and mat- 
ter-of-fact manner of address is ever 
effective. A bit, with a flock of red 
ties, similar to W. C. Fields’ busi- 
ness in the last “Vanities,” also got 
healthy laughs. 


Okay farce sketch. Abel. 





Curtis, red headed Game and fel- 
low, the latter selling toy paper 
dolls and chortling some lyrics 
about being a racketeer and always 
letting a sucker take’ advantage of 
himself. Dull chatter, delivered 
likewise. No class, poise or artistry. 
Novelty of act comes with fellow 
asking dame to go for aeroplane 
ride. Gal gets behind him. His 
noisy buck shoes simulate engine of 
plane. He pulls threads which re- 
lease white flappers from his sleeves 
at the elbow to give wing effect. 
Sprouts smoke from collar of suit 
and as they go off, dame has propel- 
ler attached to her back. Twelve 
minutes lending no kick to bill. 

Fourth section Mang Long, six 
Chinese with five mandolinish .in- 
struments of varying size, and one 
violin. Typical laundrymen types. 
All wear genuine black costumes of 
Orientals, except leader, who wears 
red Mandarin garb. 

Fellow in red sings “High On 
Hilltop,” bending the knees to keep 
time. Merely an oddity. Freak 
smiie and manner of being “hot.” 
Plays string instrument back of his 
neck and under legs. Childish. Sex- 
tette play “Doin’ the Raccoon.” No 
variation. Dash through every- 
thing. Leader then plays “Sonny 
Boy” on a saw, using bow. This 
is the big number. “Vinds up 
shouting “Mammy.” Ensemble 
sings ballad as finish for moderate 
response. 

Williams and Young shut. Black- 
face and high yellow act. Both 
men, The yellow in cutaway plays 
straight. Have fair voices. Yellow 
has degree of sophistication, his 
personality just missing fire. Biack- 
face describes to him what's going 
to happen when the other tells him 
he has just carved a white man. 
Yellow sings “I Wanted Someone 
to Love.” ‘Good, deep register and 
fair falsetto. Blackface does com- 
edy female impersonation, appear- 
ing in red hosiery and baggy dress. 
Chatter weak, but well delivered. 
Windup singing. Best act on the 
bill. 


RIVERSIDE 


(St. Vaude). 


It seems there was a little under- 
standing between certain of the boys 
and various ticket specs. Now the 
boys are at liberty and new execu- 
tives are in charge at this house. 
Joe Plunkett figured a neighborhood 
house trying to put over a new pol- 
icy and having its troubles was 
hardly the proper scene for the 
Times Square technique. Just how 
many of the neighbors may have 
been gypped or alienated can not, of 
course, be estimated. But it’s an ob- 
ject lesson in what an operator has 
to contend with. 

Business was in the just ain’t any 
stage Sunday matinee. The lessees 
from the high rent flats were on 
promenade along upper Broadway 
and kept on strutting their canes 
and spats right past the box office. 

Harry Carroll and William Dema- 
rest (New Acts) head a vaude unit 
émbracing seven gals who sing and 


|, dance and seven youths who play 


upon musical contraptions and do 
slapstick. The latter are @alled the 
California Collegians. There is also, 
not to snub the ladies, Miss Collette, 
the gal fiddler, and Vera _Marsh, 
alumna of various Carroll turns. 

The unit constituted the first half 
of the show with the postscript list- 
ing Irene Ricardo, Lita Grey Chap- 
lin and Schepp’s Comedy Circus. It 
was a money show, but only so-so 
entertainment. Despite many bright 
moments the unit lacked things that 
the first section of a big time vaude 
layout should possess. 

Probably as a gesture toward 
Mother’s Day, the pit offered “Sil- 
ver Threads Among the Gold” as an 
overture. Its doleful, plaintive ca- 
dences hardly accomplished the de- 
sired aim of a Riverside overture, 
namely arousing the audience from 
the melancholy induced by Aesop’s 
Fables. It might be suggested, in a 
fraternal spirit, that something with 
a bit more swing to the melody be 
chosen henceforth. La 


JOE KIRKWOOD 
Golf 


15 Mins.; Full 
Palace (St. V) 


Joe Kirkwood is the peer trickster 
among pro golfers on this side. He 
can make a golf ball sit up and talk, 
yet he’s always one down in major 
tournaments; but that’s beside the 
question. 

In vaude Kirkwood is doing the 
usual vaude golf routine—knotking 
pills against a rear stage canvas. 
However, included in the regular 
routine, are some extraordinary 
pieces of business, and in that lies 
Kirkwood’'s superiority as a novelty 
act for vaude, 


A small colored kid, called Snow 
Flakes, is the caddy and all around 
enlivener in slow moments. His 
spontaneous hoofing is funny for his 
size and age. The kid contributes 
the comedy. 


Two or three of Kirkwood’s pet 
tricks are masterpieces, for instance, 
a left-handed mashie stroke with a 
right-handed club; and what seemed 
to be a stymie shot with a wood club. 
His slow motion impression of a 
rank beginner stamps him as some- 
thing of a pantomimist as well as a 
pro ball chaser. Bige. 





HARRY HINES and “Budding 
Stars” (20) 

Revue 

55 Mins.; Full Stage and One 

Academy (V-P) 


Another of the “unit” acts that 
are flooding vaude. There is an at- 
tempt at scenic embellishment and 
several changes of set to give the 
turn production effect, yet the act 
itself proves nothing more than 
Hines doing his single turn plus a 
few specialties by several of the 
boys and girls in the troupe. 


The act loses in speed through 
stalling and a dragging out of “bits,” 
the prop horse for instance over- 
staying and almost wiping out what 
comedy effect it got at the start. A 
little is okay but an overdose is 
something else again. 


The full stage set at the opening 
is elaborate in its rural aspect yet 
a country farm isn’t wholly neces- 
Sary to permit a girl to do a solo 
tap dance and a young man to sing 
a song at the piano. 


Second scene is a railway “bit” 
playing Hines up with a parody on 
one of George M. Cohan’s old songs. 


Harry does his vaude act, getting 
it over mainly through his kidding 
the tough girl he was out with and 
what happened when he asked her 
for a kiss. The mugging and by- 
play H. H. does on this was a whaie 
for laughs on 14th street. 

Of the “stars” Genevieve Tighe 
was a standout with her banjo play- 
ing. She is also an adept tap dancer. 
Matty Mack, singer, with uke ac- 
companiment; Dotty Madison, 
singer, with an eccentric dance; 
Masse and Dietrich, Russian leg 
twisters, and a young man doing 
comedy and throwing in a funny 
dance for good measure, offered spe- 
cialties that were well received. 

The act packs entertainment and 
will go a lot better when the stalling 
is eliminated and chopping done 
where chopping is necessary. 





Mark. 
ROXY GANG (5). 
Singing. 
20 Mins.; Full. 
Fox, Brooklyn (V-P). 
Office act for Fox’s Brooklyn 


vaude bill. May or may not be for 
sale generally, but not especially 
salable to vaude houses in general. 

It is a bit too high tone for aver- 
age vaude consumption; yet com- 
mendable for this week at the Fox, 
and showing what vaude circuit can 
do through affiliations or subsid- 
iaries,. 

The four singing members of this 
Roxy Gang are of the Roxy’s stage 
and radio staff. They are four im- 
portant voices, even if the individ- 
ual names may mean little. They 
were lost anyhow in the echoes of 
the-Fox when announced in radio 
fashion by the baritone. 

Voices are soprano, tenor, con- 
tralto and baritone, all of exquisite 
quality. Each has a solo turn and 
there are two quartet numbers. 
Tenor and contralto selected pop 
ballads for theirs. 

Girl at piano, just accompanying, 
is the fifth member. Bige. 


KUZNEZOFF AND CO. (3) 
Songs 

11 Mins.; Three 

Palace (St. V) 


This floor and radio vocal trio, 
doubling from the Richman to the 
Palace, showld not be permitted to 
slip away from vaude. How they’ve 
missed it until now is a mystery. It’s 
set up classily, full of singing talent, 
and though 100«per cent Russian, 
easily understandable. The sort of 
class that can play ’em low and re- 
main classy. 

After an all-Russian routine, Kuz- 
nezoff, possessor of a glorious bass 
voice, encores with “Ol’ Man River.” 
Response for that at the Palace was 
heavier than for the turn proper. 
Kuznezoff, with his voice and style, 
could tie up the works with “Tight 
Like That,” dialect and all. 

Mme. Nicolina’s soprano singing 
becomes secondary, but proves its 
worth by standing out after Kuznez- 
off mops up. Vasilievsky, guitarist, 
is strictly an accompanist and re- 





mains in the background. Bige. 


| CARROLL-DEMAREST Unit (18) 





R-K-O Revue 
80 Mins.; Special Sets 
Riverside (St. V) 

Harry Carroll, identified with a 
long series of revues, lately of the 
“office act” category, has been 
teamed with William Demarest, re- 
cently returned to vaudeville after 
two years in films. Carroll is just 
a performer in the present instance 
with little of the Carrollian touch to 
the material or lilt to the tunes. 

Comedy is discharged by Dema- 
rest, principally, and the California 
Collegians, rough house jazz band, 
incidentally. While there are some 
good bits from both directions, it 
isn’t heftig enough for an 80-minute 
running time. And in the absence 
of anything sensational among the 
specialty talent the unit has a 
struggle. 

Seven girls, all young and comely, 
acquit themselves nicely in solo 
work. Vera Marsh does the “Mamie 
Magee” Bowery number. Her rendi- 
tion seemed perfunctory and the 
pantaloons upon so pretty a girl are 
not in character, or at least un- 
necessary. 

A circus novelty number by the 
band boys is strong and _ funny. 
These lads are versatile and with 
looks and personality to boot have 
a substantial score. They do little 
playing as such, concentrating on 
clowning. 

When not functioning as m.c. and 
wisecracker, Demarest gets together 
with his partner, Miss Collette, for a 
revival of their old standard routine 
with the cello and pratt falls. Dema- 
rest has far too much talent to ham- 
per himself by retaining ancient 
stuff simply because it’s sure fire. 

Appraised in toto this is not so hot 
in view of its pretentious and prob- 
able nut. Carroll has not had a 
really strong act since his “Every- 
thing'll Be All Right’? wow, and the 
present ensemble, from his stand- 
point, is the weakest of them all. 
Land, 
“LIGHTS AND SHADOWS” (18) 
Dance Flash 
22 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Palace (St. V) 

The Joseph R. Parker who is billed 
as sponsor of this act must have 
sunk a hefty roll in production. The 
expenditure has been worth while, 
for “Lights and Shadows” will get 
bookings where other and more 
stereotyped flash acts won't. 

There is more real dancing in this 
turn than in half a dozen of the av- 
erage and carries more productional 
quality than a dozen of the other 
kind. Not a name among the play- 
ers, but not a weakling in the lot. 

A special drop, in one, with two 
girls singing through cut-outs, opens 
up, and in that manner the act’s les- 
ser number is its starter. The spe- 
cial drop partially saves it. The 
same girls later become toe dancers, 
First mumber in the full stage has a 
cabin flat to one side as a back- 
ground for a mixed vocal quartet in 
a short number. When the balance 
of the stage is disclosed, it is a 
waterfront view with the company 
in five minutes of speedy legging. 
The entire scene is in silhouette, 
which explains the title. 

Last full stage number, vety elab- 
orate, features an adagio trio and 
whirling dancer (man). 

Pony ballet (8) is a honey. 

Principals, according to billing, 
are Reubon, Orpheus Four, Three 
Terrors, Virginia MacNaughton and 
Margaret Reynolds. Bige. 





Mr. and Mrs. LEW BRICE 
Comedy Sketch 

20 Mins.; One (Special Drop) 
Audubon (V-P) 

The Brices have an entertaining 
bit of stage property. It’s a race 
track travesty, an effective bit of 
burlesque with Lew ds the pretend- 
ed bookie who takes the girl’s (Mrs. 
Brice) ten spot to place on the horse 
she picks. 

Her horse wins (screen shot of a 
race on the drop for this); he gets 
her to put it all on the next race. 

Again a race in shown and again 
she wins. Three times she cops and 
she is rich beyond all count. Of 
course Lew can’t pay and he tells 
her he was just making believe; he 
was too honest to put her money 
down and hands back her tenner. 

Through it all runs an exchange 
of smart talk with a dash of song 
here and there and some corking 
tapping by the pair. The act wasa 
big hit uptown. Mark. 


IDA MAY SPARROW and Co. (6) 
“Kidding Cinderella” (Musical) 

20 Mins.; One and Full Stage 
Academy (V-P) 

Ida May Sparrow has a pleasing 
act in “Kidding Cinderella,” dresses 
it handsomely and with an assist- 
ing company that includes one of 
the best ground tumblers (male) 
seen in many a day. Miss Spar- 
row is an artistic dancer, graceful 
and sprightly. 

A little theme running along 
which gives it a bit of novelty and 
prevents it from becoming stereo- 
typed with the usual company of 
song and dance combos. 


_ Tapping and ballet stuff. Miss 
Sparrow has a toe solo most effective. 
A bit of dancing burlesque which 


enlivens and a constant change of 
wardrobe. 

The stage ig specially embellished 
for the different dances. 

A most entertaining finale is the 


jazz bit, showing “Mrs. Rhythym” 
at home with the baby and the call 
for the doctor. Capitally staged 
and not overdone. Mark. 





ee 


CHARLES W. HAMP (1). 
Pianolog. 

33 Mins.; Two (Special). 
Bist St. (V-P). 

Charles W. Hamp is billed as “Dr, 
Strasska’s Big Boy” in a routine en- 
titled “20 Minutes of Sunshine,” 
The Doc reference has to do with 
the toothpaste which Hamp plugs 
nightly from 7 to 7:30 over WOR 
to such effect that Hamp is now a 
vice-president of the Dr. Strasska 
dentifrice product. His vaudeville 
billing is taken from his radio bill- 
ing, “30 Minutes of Sunshine.” Act- 
ually, he did 33 minutes for his 
vaudeville debut at Keith's $list St. 
on Sunday afternoon. He should 
cut that in half. 

Hamp is quite a joy-boy via the 
ether, the sunshine billing indicat- 
ing his male pollyannish style of 
song salesmanship, but the ditties 
are not altogether “pack up your 
troubles” and “wear a smile” in 
character, since he shifts tempos 
and does comedy and semi-operat- 
ics as well. 

Chief trouble with Hamp, as dis- 
closed here, is that he has enough 
material for two acts. If he boiled 
it down he'd not only have a cork- 
ing act, but prove a sizable box- 
office attraction. Right now it’s only 
a matter of routine. 

As a draw there seemed to be no 
question at the opening Sunday 
mat, when the sparse attendance, 
due to fine weather, enthusiastically 
salvoed Hamp’s entrance. 

Several elements also figured, 
For one thing, Bob Hawkins, the 
house manager, held the opening of 
his theatre a few minttes in order 
to rig up the amplifying micro- | 
phonie system. This worked reae 
sonably well for the radio “mike” 
bit, but there was an unmistakable 
overtone of “blasting,” which will 
be readily corrected by properly 
tuning down the amplification. 

Hamp enters to “Old Man Sun- 
shine” and opens with “Is Every- 
body Happy?” one of his radio 
theme songs. He is of nice appear- 
ance, a bit stalwart and hefty for 
a juvenile, which point he dwells ' 
on kiddingly. If he wants to take 
his stage work seriously he should 
reduce; what's more, between the 
radio rep and the vaudeville im- 
pression, it will become imperative 
that Hamp give his physique atteng. 
tion for the talkers, where there 
can be some real money for him if 
he applies himself, 

His attire on the stage is an in- 
formal gray business suit, but he 
affects a walking stick and gray silk 
gloves; those mittens don’t fit the 
picture. 

Hamp should be the same cheerio 
informal self that he suggests on 
the radio. He should eschew that 
opening gag and go right into the 
pianolog stuff; perhaps open with 
the studio replica, employing the. 
“mike” prop. {The horns in the side 
box transmit the amplified sound, 
It’s a good effect and permits him 
to “whisper” his stuff in view of * 
the amplificating horns.] 

Numbers like “Masquerade,” the 
“Butterfly” semi-operatic medley, 
and “Wedding of the Painted Dolls” 
(by special permission, as an-; 
nounced) are most effective for 
Hamp. He clicked solidly with 
those. The public knows them from 
the ether. The encoring “Volga: 
Boatman,” in which he introduces a 
hoke Russe hock dancer, can be re- 
tained, but that means that much 
in the early part that is extraneous > 
must be eliminated. ; 

Let him try opening immediately 
at the ivories, or, if he must make 
a walking entrance, go right to the 
baby grand, which he thumps with 
precision and considerable skill and 
spirit. 

Hamp is quite a name over WOR 
in the east and can be capitalized; 
that’s why Keith’s booked him di- 
rect. All Keith’s has to do now is 
to shape his destiny properly with 
a showmanly routine and he’ll de- 
liver handily. As he first showed he 
started very slowly, but finished: 
strong, although running overtime, 
It will be interesting to catch 
Hamp’s act a week from his debut. 
If it’s only self-coaching, he’s bound 
to sense his vaudeville values better, 

Actually, Hamp is not altogether 
new to the vaudeville stage. He 
was for long Janet of France’s, 
piano accompanist. He also ap- 
peared in picture houses on the 
west coast, hence his Columbia and. 
Okeh record billing as the “Califor- 
nia Blue Boy,” although not quite 
the sensation on the coast that he 
is here, due to the radio. Abel. 


RADIO STAR REVUE (40) 
87 Mins.; Full Stage; One 
86th St. (V-P) 

A slapped-together affair, the Ra- 
dio Star Revue, with a personnel of 
40—count ’em!—people frankly evi- 
dences its makeshift character. Idea 
is credited to Tom Kennedy who i 
“The Voice of RKO” on the regular 
Tuesday night broadcasts, and Her- 
man Whitman, the supervising man- 
ager of the Proctor’s 86th St. and 
58th St. theatres. Act opened at the 
86th Sunday, and goes to 58th St. 
the last half. 

Radio Star Revue holds two high- 
lights, ‘““‘Whispering” Jack Smith and 
“Ukelele’ Dick Robertson, the latter 
sans his uke. Both can go it alone 
to much better advantage. As for 
Smith, who is somewhat of an inter- 
national personality, it’s a big sur- 
prise that he contented to be sub- 
mewed in a big act. 

As a matter of fact, Smith is with- 
out his element. Now better known 
in the classy nite clubs of New York, 


(Continued om page 50) 





my 


ia 


‘ 


a 


© 


ap ody PO. 4 
, A 70 A Paras ‘e Pix} 
ee eC ee 


Pe nan = aie RP a al 


=> 


2 igh SR tke Chem” 


cod 


: ". de 6S 
2 ae ata, ‘“ 


ee ee 


ee. 


ee es 






oN 
R 


Thi 


ta 


P32 


oe 





VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 15, 1929 











PRESENTATIONS—BILLS 
NEXT WEEK (May 20) 
THIS WEEK (May 13) 


Shows carrying numerals such as (19) 
week on Sunday or 





Monday, as date 


or (20) 
may be. 


with split weeks also indicated by dates. 


An asterisk (*) before name signifies act is new 
turn, reappearing after absence or appearing for first time. 
include in classification picture 


Pictures 


presentation as adjunct. 


PARIS 
Week May 11 


Folies Wagram 
Loulou Hegoburu 
Cing-Mars 
Adrien Lamy 
Pizani 
Carlos Conte 
Cariel 
Noreen Lesley 
Jean Poe 
Paulette Dubost 


Marigny 
Dorville 
Prince 
R Burnier 
Carpentier 
Alerme-Monthil 
Sim Viva 
G Nelson 
Nina Myra! 
Yvette Guilbert 
Rose Nivel 
Lydia de Berg 
Maud Burgane 
Trevaux-Welcome 

Medrano 
Babylas’ Dogs 





Londonia 2 


LONDON 





Week May 13 
FINSBURY PARK ; Randolph Sutton 
Empire Carr Lynn 
Rose Marie Horsburg Bros &A 
LONDON Dorothy McBlain 
Hippodrome NEW CROSS 

6 Cake Gir) Empire 
ictoria Palace Darktown Scandals 
Lyten & Johnst’ne STRATFORD 
The Selma ¢4 Empire 
This Year of Grace 


Myers & Nolan 


PROVINCIAL 


ENGLAND 
BIRMINGHAM LEEDS 
Empire Empire 
The es Chest | Crazy Rhythm 
Gra 
Came to the Show | Good me 
4 0. 
Desert Song ea 
oo. hae The Truth Game 
The Wreckers MANCHESTER 
Grand ce 
mane nee Coj| Her Cardb'd Lover 
BR EW 
Alhambra sas —- 
Formby's Nite Out] ghow’s the Thing 
CARDIFF 
Empire NEWPORT 
Chu Chin Chow Empire 
EDINBURGH Laugh It Off 
Em NOTTINGHAM 
Burlesque Empire 
GLASGOW League of Stars 
Alhambra Ro. 
Lucky Giri By Candle Light 
Empire PORTSMOUTH 
Change Over Royal 
HANLEY League of Stars 
Grand SHEFFIELD 
Teddy Morris Empire 
Betty & Buddy One Dam Thing 
Billy Danvers SOUTHAMPTON 
Edith Wilson Empire 
Henry Hearty The Yellow Mask 
J A Anderson SOUTHSEA 
Betty & Ptnr King’s 
Somers & Fell The Show Boat 
HULL SWANSEA . 
Palace Empire 
Laugh Town L'ghj Harmony Halli ~ 





to 


policy, 


,’ 


with 


indicate opening next 
For this week (12) or (13) 


city, 


doing a new | 


vaudeville or|c: 





Callaerdos 3 
Tony Bastien 
Jenny & Jimmy 
Mme H Carre 
Mercedes Godart 
Cairoli-Porte-Carl 
Ohayo 3 
Meteore Tr 
Walford 2 
Torezoff 
Harry Carre 
Gray & Gray 
Dario-Bario-Rhum 
Moulin Rouge 
Talabars 2 
Rosita Barrios 
Eltzoft Tr 
Janette Flynn 
Lew Grade 
Sampedross 
Hector's 3 
Horsnays 
Baird & Thompson 
Pierre Pradier 
Horsnays Tr 
Hackney'’s 2 
Ermette 
Diane Belle & R 


Joe Penner 


Moss & Frye 

Art Landry Bd 
Jean La Marr 
“Donovan Affair” 
Paramount (13) 
‘Castile of Dr'ms’ U 
Paul Ash 
‘“G'tlemen of Press’ 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (13) 
“Fore” Unit 

Phil Lampkin 
Alex J Morrison 
Clim Crane 

Brian McDonald 
Olive Faye 

Wilton Crawley 

A Rasch Birdies 
‘Saturday's C'ldren’ 
CLEVELAND 
State (11) 
‘Bubling Over’ Unit 





Boyd Senrter 
Markel & Faun - 


PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (13) 


Morocco Bound’ U 
Norma Gallo 
Franker Wood 


Lester New 
12 Serova Girls 
‘Lone W'f's D'g’ter’ 
Fox (13) 
Jimmy Carr Orch 
Brown & Whitaker 
LaBelle Po'a Co 
Sydney Hawkins 
Orville Knapp 
Jimmy O'Brien 
Syd Asherman 
i6é Markert Girls 
“Donovan Affair” 
Stanley (13) 
Waring's P’sylv'ns 
“Voice of the City’ 
PITTSBURGH 
Earight (11) 
“Fun Frolic’ Unit 








The livest wire 
ville agency 
Lyons. Showm 


action! 


Lyons. 


a LYONS & 


PARAMOUNT 8LOG new 


LYONS ‘& LYONS‘ 
ive Jatimate Chats 


f VAUDEVILLE 
in the vaude- 
field 


is Sam 
generally, 


men, 
admit this. See him for quick 
capable 


equally 
and alert act salesman is our 
Matty Rosen, assistant to Mr. 


& LYONS 











Ruth Witmer 
Joyce Sis & Haley 
Arthur’ 'Campbell 
“Betrayal” 
DALLAS, TEX, 
Palace 


(18) 
“Magic Rug’ Unit 
Burns & Kissen 
Emile & Romaine 
Starr & Rolla 
Harry Johnson 
DENVER, COL. 
Denver (16) 
‘Perfect Girl’ 
Helen McFadden 


Luella Lee 
4 Cheer Leaders 











Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (18) 
“Steel Blues” Unit- 

Dave Schooler 
Chester Hale Girls 
“Bridge of 

San Luis Rey” 

(il) 

‘Frills & Fancies’ U 
Dave Schooler 
Peggy Taylor 
Jack® Randall 4 
Maureen & Sonny 
Dezzo Retter 
Syivia Miller 
Nina Oginska 
Chester Hale Girls 
“The Pagan” 


Paramount (11) 
“Fifth Avenue’ U 
Rudy Vallee Orch 
*"Gtlemen of Press’ 

Roxy (11) 

Gilbert & Sullivan 
J Parker Coombs 
Avalon Plummer 
Frank Moulan 
Harold Van Duzee 
Douglas Stanbury 
Ethel L Wright 
Rosa Rubinstein 
Leonide Massine 
Belle Flower 
Lillian La Tonge 
Ruth Porter 
Patricia Bowman 
“The Valiant” 

CHICAGO, ITLL. 

Avalon (11) 

Charlie Crafts Bd 
Ralph Whitehead 
Stanley & Birnes 


Harriet Hilliard 
onions 8 


Capitol (11) 
Charlie Agnew Bd 
Bayes & Speck 
The Thrillers 
Wally & Zella 

Chicago (10) 
H L Spitainy Bd 
“The Letter’’ 

Granada (11) 
Benny Meroft Bd 
Gay Gordons 
3 Alexander Sis 

Harding (11) 
“Play Ball’ Unit 
Al Morey Bd 
Jack Osterman 
Ray Bolger 
Inez & DeWynn 
Babe Morris 
Maurine Marseilles 
“tron Mask’ — 

Marpre (Ai) 
Chas Kaley Bd 
Jelly Bean Johnson 
Gee Mortea 


Madiyn Kelleen 
Minstrel 4 
Norshore (11) 
“Paris Nightss’ U 
Lou Kosloff Bd 
Gatanos 
Jack North 
Anita LaPierre 
“Iron Mask" 
Oriental (11) 
“China Town” Unit 
Al Kvale Bd 
Norman Frescott 
Helen Kennedy 
Marie & Bobby 
Oriental Ballet 
Voice of the City’ 
Paradise (11) 
‘M’rk’'s Birthday’ U 
Mark Fisher Bd 
Deagon & Cannefax 
F & J Hubert 
Dean 2 
Brown & Bailey 
Peterson Girls 
‘Noth’g but Truth’ 
Rialto (11) 
Jack Housch Co 
Frank Jones 
Stratford 
2d half (16-18) 
Cookie’s Bad 
Jimmy Rooney 3 
Billy Carpenter 
Born & Lawrence 
Tivoli (11) 
‘Southern Belles’ U 
Frank Masters Bd 
4 Dictators 
3 Ormonde Sis 
Will Aubrey 
Golliwog Dance 
Uncie Jed 
A Rasch Girls 
‘Noth’g but Truth’ 
Uptown (11) 
‘V’rieties of 1929°U 
Verne Buck Bd 
6 Lucky Boys 
Johnny Perkins 
Dorothy Drakely 
Dave Gould Girls 
‘Noth’g but Truth’ 
STON 
Metropolitan vy * 
‘Theme of Love’ 
Ted Claire 
Guy Harrison 
Don Barclay 
“Hole in the Wall” 
BROOKLYN 
Fox (13) 
Roxy Gang 
Aido Bomente « 
Harold Wright 
auciaiuc ve isvca 
Jeanne Mignolet 
Tom Manahan Co 
Chas Ahearn Bd 





Capitol (11) 

“Stop Thief’ Unit 

Dei Delbridge 

Newman & Rogers 

Catherine Lewis 

over Girls 

Earl La Vere 

‘Q’'n of Night Cl’bs’ 
er (11) 

Al Donahue 

Ned Norworth 

Bantell & Gould 

Vereel Sis 

Lea Young - 

Fisher Ballet 


‘H’py Go Lucky U’ 
Al Evans 
Bobby Agnew 
Anita Stewart 
“A Man's Man” 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
Metropolitan (18) 
“Monte Carlo’ U- 
Harry Rose 
Joseph Griffin 
Mario & Rosita 
Gluck & Sorel Co 
LOS ANGELES 
Boulevard (16) 
Benny Rubin 
Pom Pom Rev 
“Spies” 
Carthay Circle 
(Indef) 

Carli Elinor Orch ’ 
‘The Black Watch’ 
Chinese (Indef) 
Grauman Prolog 

Buster West 

A Rasch Ballet 
Jerre Coe 
Alfred Latel 


‘Broadway Melody’ 
Egyptian (16) 
“Oddities” U 


6 Hassans 
Blake & Jones 
Mary Louise Treen 
Edris Purce!l 
“The Letter’ 
Loew's State (16) 
Rube Wolf Bd 
Opportunity Idea 
Badger & Muesler 
‘Thru D'fer’t Eyes’ 
Paramount (16) 
Raymond Paige Bd 
“Cheerio’ Revue 
G & M Elire 
Wally Jackson 
Helen McFarland 
Alma Jackson 
Dorothy Neville 
Gamby-Hale Girls 
Milton Charles 
Monk Watson 
‘D’ngerous Woman’ 
NEWARK 
Branford (11) 
Ben Ross 
Beth Challis 
Burns & Kissen 
Baby Kloise 
3 Rolling Stones 
Prince-M'mien G'ls 
*‘Noth’g but Truth’ 
N. ORLEANS, LA’ 
Saenger (18) 
“Bubbles* Unit 
Gatanos 
M Martell 
Ross & Edwards 
Gene Sheldon 


ick Powell 

aites Bros 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Lett Sis & Louise 
Martha Patti 
Enright Rockets 
“Love and Devil’ 
Penn (11) 
‘P’ls of Bagdad’ U 
Jacques Cartier 
Murray & Allan 
Idrena 

Arch Cannon 
Gladys St John 
‘Trial of M Dugan’ 


PROVIDENCE 
Fay’s (11) 

*‘D’cing Husb'’ds’ U 

Hillier & Forte 

Bradburn & Kear’y 

Clay Stearns 

Pat Kearney 

Frank Scannell 

Charles Fowler 

‘Making the Grade’ 


xas (18) 
“Topsy Turvy’ U 
Terry Corwey 
Caffery & Miller 
Phelps 2 


SAN FRANCISCO 
El Capitan (10) 
Don Smith 
Sylvia & Clement 
Jackie Brunes 
Singapore 3 
Warfield (10) 
Lynn Cowan 
8 Dancing Feet 
Stanley Chapman 
3 Calif‘nia W'blers 
Steve Moran 
Betty Wayne 
“The Pagan” 
ST. LOUIS 

Ambassador (11) 
“Cooling Off’ Unit 
Ed Lowry 
Hollyw'od Beauties 
George Givot 
Pickard & Pal 
“Two Weeks Off” 
Missouri (11) 
“Spring Frolic’’ U 
Harry Rose 
Arthur Nealy 
‘Saturdays C’ldren’ 
W’'SHI'GT'N, D. C. 
Fox (18) 
Jos LaRose 
Fox Jazzmanians 
Leon Brusiloff 
J I Fisher 
Foxettes 


(11) 

Jos LaRose 

J I Fisher 
Foxettes 

Paul Sydell 
Levan & Bernie 
Evans & Perez 
Sid Blake 


8. ANTONIO, TEX. 
Te 


‘Thru D'fer’t Eyes’, 





Delancey S&S. 

Ist half (20-23) 
3 Blanks 
Geo DuFranne Co 
Allman & Gould 
Anderson & Graves 
Esmonde & Grant 
Magic Steps 

2d half (23-26) 
Eddy Duo 
will J Ward 
Stuart & Lash 
Cavaliers 
(One to fill) 
Fuirmount 
half (20-223 





Ist 


Biack & Gold 
ilvert & Hird 
iSmith & Hart 


Lillian Shaw 
Burns S & L Bros 
2d half (23-26) 


2 Ladellas 
Fein & Tennyson 
Mr & Mrs Phillips 


Fields & Georgia 
Evans-Wolf Bd 
Grand 

ist half (20-22) 
Casting Campbells 
Irving & Lewis 
LaMarr & Boice 
Boyle & Della 
Joe Daly & Co-Eds 

2d half (23-26) 
Realm of Dance 
Hinds & Leonard 
Phillips & Murray 


Joe Phillips Rev 
(One to fill) 
Lincoln Sq. 


ist half (20-22) 
Emilions 
Will J Ward 
Fant & Lockwood 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (23-26) 
Serge Flash Co 
Jerome Mann 
LaMarr & Boice 
Gifford & Gresham 
Virginia M't'rs 
National 
ist half (20-22) 
Varsity 3 
Hinds & Leonard 
Jules Howard Co 
Pisano & Lauderer 
Serge Flash Co 
2d half (23-26) 
Anderson & Pony 
Irving & Lewis 
Franklyn D'Amore 
Fred Lightner Co. 
Fields Bros’ Gang’ 
Orpheum. .- 
Ist half (20-22) 
Davids & Glass! 
Jerome Mann.. 
Franklyn D'Amore 
Abe Reynolds. Co 
Hubert Kinney Co 
2a half (23-26) 
H Hines & Stars 
(Others to filly 
tate (20) 
The Duponts 
Morrell & B’kwith 
O'Neill & Manners 
S’shine S’my & Br 
Sidney's Frolickers 


Victoria 
ist half (20-22) 
Angel Bros 
Goodwin & Rash 
Mr & Mrs Phillips 
Harry Stanley Co 
Lee 2 Co 
2d half (23-26) 
LaFleur & Portia 
3 Hauser Boys 
Fred Ardath Co 
Rooney & Bent Co 
(One to fill) 
BROOKLYN 


Bedford 

ist half (20-22) 
Eddy Duo 
Morgan & Stone 
F Lightner Co 
Love in the Ranks 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Kay Hamlin & Kay 
Powers Jarrett Co 





H & B Hutchins 


(20) 

Paul Bros 
3. McCann Sis 
Tucker & Smith 
Great Blackstone 
(One to fill) 

ATLANTA 

Grand (20) 
J & I St Onge 


Dear Little Rebe! 
Coscia & Verdi 


BAY RIDGE 
Loew's 
Ist half (20-22) 
Kay Hamlin & Kay 


Cole & Snyder 
Fields Bros Gang 
(One to fill) 
2a half (23-26) 

Bob Bob & Bobbie 
Th'pson & LaGr'na 
Anderson & Graves 
Pisano & Lauderer 
Les Gellis Rev 


Coogan & Casey 
Milo 
Milt Douglas Co 
(20) 
S & lL Earle 
Georgie Hunter 
Jack Bains Bd Sh 
(Two to fill) 
CLEVELAND 
Granada 


2d half (23-26) 
C & L Earle 
Georgie Hunter 
(Two to fill) 
CORONA, L. L. 
Plaza 


‘Ist half (20-22) 
Geo Gordpn 

LaVan & Vernie 
Realm of Dance 


| Phillips & Murray 


Joe Phillips Rev 
2d half (23-26) 
Zelda Bros 
Bernard & Henrie 
Harry Stanley Co 


Study in. Blues 


(One to fill) 
HVANSV'LE. IND. 
Loew's (20) 


The. Fitzgeralds 
Bobby Van Horn 
Lander Bros & L 
Whooping it Up 
Ray 4 Orch 


HOUS 

‘Housten (20) 
Reck .& Rector 
Victor Oliver Co 
Dave Gardner Co 
Lydell, & .Higgins 


Casa Lehn & Co 
JAMAICA, L. 1. 
Hillsid 


le 

Ist half (20-22) 
Bob & Boyer 
Going Straight 
Happiness Boys 
Study in Blues 
(One to fill) 

2a half (23-26) 
Casting. Campbells 
Morgan & Stone 
Br'deis Carrol & M 
Cole & Snyder 


Yarmark 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Laew’s (20) 


Page & Glass 
Murphy & Wilton 
Al Wohiman 
Night Club Revels 


Loew's (20) 
Zeller & Wilburn 
Dorothy Wahl Co 
M & A Clark 
Kramer & Boyle 
Happy Go Lucky 

NEWARK 





State (20) 
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Belasco & Flynn 
Carrying On 
(One to fill) 
46th St. 

ist half (20-22) 
Anderson & Pony 
Allan Reno 
Reid Hooper Co 
Stuart & Lash 
Cavaliers 

2d half (23-26) 
Angel Bros 
Ethel Pastor 
Reed & LaVere 
Abe Reynolds 
Gaston Andree Co 

Gates Ave. 

ist half (20-22) 
Andresens 
Ethel Pastor 
Carney & Jean 
Rooney & Bent Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23- 26) 
Varsity 3 
Joe Daly & Co-eds 
W & J Mandel 





Flying Hartwelis 
Forrest & Lake 
Jas C Morton Co 
Bert Walton. Co 
Blue Ridge R'blers 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (20) 
Lucas & Lillian 
Fynan & Doris 
M Montgomery Co 
Milton Berle 
11 Glorious Girls 
NORFOLK, VA. 
Loew's (20) 
France & LaPell 
§ Brown Bros 
Behrens & Roland 
M Bronson & Girls 
(One to fill) 
i SYRACUSE 
State (20) 
Don Valerio Co 
Jerome & Ryan 
Wally Sharples.Co 
Lewis & Dody 


C’lton Emmy's Pets 





B’rns Stokes & Lee 


Wilkens & Wilkens 


Breen LaBard & B 


Gertrude Moody Co 





Keith’s 








NEW YORK CITY 
Chester 

ist half (19-22) 
Wilfred Du Bois 
Scoville & Corday 
Chase & La Tour 
Mack & Rossiter 
Tillis & La Rue 


2d half (23-25) 
Phil & Eddie Ross 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
Chaz Chase 
(Two to fill) 


2d half (16-18) 
Hazel & Kliatoff 
Frankel & Dunlevy 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Miacuaba 
(One to fill) 

Coliseum 

ist half (19-22) 
Murand & Girton 
Russell & Marconi 
Roger Imhoff Co 
Corinne Tilton 
Norman Thomes 6 

2d half (23-26) 
Donovan Girls 
Dillon Parker Co 
Ann Codee 
Docks of N Y Rev. 
(One to fill) 

2d haif (16-18) 
Byron & Willis 
Claire Vincent Co 
Wald'f- Astoria En 
Will Mahoney 
Crystal 3 


Bist St. 

ist half (19-22) 
Block & Sully 
(Others to fill) 

2d haif (16-18) 
Donovan Girls 
Mack & Rossiter 
Toto 
Ethel Waters 
Kitchen Pirate 


Fordham 

ist half (19-22) 
The Dakotas 
Foley & La Tour 
Docks of N Y Rev 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (23-25) 
F Dinsmore Co 
Lila Campos 
Roger Imhoff Co 
Hickey Bros 
Norman Thomas 6 

2d half (16-18) 
Harm & Nee 
Paul Nolan 
O Backlonova Co 
Summers & Hunt 
Adler & Bradford 


Franklin 

ist half (19-22) 
Shean & Cantor 
Ethel Davis 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (23-25) 
Joyce Lando Co 
Mann & LakKoh!lm'r 
Will Mahoney 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (16-18) 
Gosiar & Lusby 
W Sweatman Co 
Morley & Anger 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
3 Sailors 

Hamilton 

ist half (19-22) 
Boyd & Wallin 
Marie Russell 
3 Sailors 
Clinton Rooney Rev 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-25) 
Murand & Girton 
Lane & Harper 
Wanzer & Palmer 
Demarest & Deland 
Helen Beth Margo 
2a half (16-18) 
Marguerita 
Marks & Ethel 
Rice & Werner 
Chas W Hamp 
4 Aces & a Queen 

Jefferson 
ist half (19-22) 
Don Cummings 
Mann & Kohlimar 
Jack Pepper 
(One to fill) 

2@ half (23-26) 
Ethel Davis 
Dancing Husbands 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (16-185 
Wilfred DuBois 
Schwartz & Cliffo’d 
Docks of N ¥ Unit 
(Two to fill) 

Palace (19) 
W & G Ahearn 
Wilton & Weber 
Maclanova 
Jack Donahue 
Revellers 

(12) 
Tillis & La Rue 
Don Cummings 
Shean & Cantor 
Kouznezoft 
Jackie Coogan 
Clayton J’'kson & D 
Joe Kirkwood 
Lights & Shadows 

Regent 

Ist half (19-22) 
Bell & Alberta 
Stephans & H'lister 
Tiny Town Rev 











Ruth Mayon Owen McGivney Fo (20) (Two to fill) 
nue’ JACK L. LIPSHUTZ 
159 west arth st. TAILOR, 908 Walnut St., Phila. 











Fox Jazzmanians 

Leon Brusiloff 

‘One Stolen Night’ 
Palace (18) 


Herbert Rawlinson 

Allen & Canfield 

Luster Bros 

Spoor & Parsons 

Henry Mack 

“Eternal Love” 
(11) 


Herbert Rawlinson 
Fifi D’'Orsey 
Carroll & Gorman 
Cowan & Gray 





Marta Kay 


‘Castle of Dr'ms’ U 


“Bright Lights’’ U 


Bankhoft & Cannon 
‘Trial of M Dugan’ 


The Wager 
Metropolitan (20) 


Kodak & Sister 
Hazel Crosby 
Lime 3 
Healy & Cross 
Morris & Campbell 
Rainbow Revelries 
Oriental 

Ist half (20-22) 
Jimmy Fletcher 
Meyers & Nolan 
Powers Jarrett Co 
Fred Ardath Co 
Bert Collins Co 

2d half (23-26) 
Davids & Glass 
Esmonde & Grant 
Simpson & Dean 








Loew 


Boyle & Della 
DeToregos Co 


Premier 
Ist half (20-22) 








NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 
__ ist halt (20- 22) 
i 3 Thompson 
Brandies C & Mann 
Maddock’s Tricks 








(One to fill) 
2d half (23-26) 
Black & Gold 


es Im :Pranne Ce 
Us Tan 


Baxter & Bray 
Chabot & Tortini 
Lee 2 Co 





Yoki Japs 

Fein & Tennyson 
Wm & Joe Mandel 
Owen McGivney 
The Wager 





3 Blanks 
Doyle & Donnelly 
Jules-Howard Co 


Alice Morley 


Conrad & Eddy 
Doc Baker Co 


Willard 

ist half (20-22) 
LaFleur & Portia 
3 Hauser Boys 
Harry Kahne 
Rields & Georgia 
Gaston Andree Co 

2d half (23-26) 
Andresens 


Smith & Hart 
Herb Clifton Co 
Bunch O'Tricks 


YONKERS, N. ¥. 
Yonkers 
1st half (20-22) 


Martha Lawrence 
Baxter & Bray 
Belasco & Fiynn 
Carrying On 

2d half (23-26) 
Bob & ee 


Yr 
Allan ase 


Murray a “Maddox 
M Sunshine Ce 





Magic Steps 


Larimer & Hudson 


Scott Bros & V’non 


W'DHAVEN, L. I. 


Gertrude Moody Co 


Bob Bob & Bobble 


2a half (23-26) 
Wilfred DuBois 
N & W St Claire 
Marie Sabbott Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (16-18) 
Fayne & DeCosta 
Dora Early Co 
Dotson 
The Big Parade 
(One to fill) 

Riverside (19) 
Frankel & Dunlevy 
Al Abbott 
Ben Bernie 
George Jessell 
(One to fill) 

(12) 
Harry Carroll Unit 
Irene Ricardo 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
Schepp’s Circus 
(One to fill) 
Royal 

Ist half (19-22) 
Cecelia Weston Co 
Riddle & Cook 
(Three to fill) 





ou aif (25- 25) 
Davis & Morrelli 
W Sweatman Ce 
(Three to fill) 





2a half (16-18) 
Randow 3 
Gienn Dale Co 
Lee & Cranston 
Kdwards & Sanford 
4 Cassons 


CONEY ISLAND 
Tilyou 

Ist half (19-22) 
Paul Nolan Co 
Roy Sedley Gang 
(Three to fill) 
M Dupree Show 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (16-18) 
Beegee & Qupee 
Packard & Dodge 
Tiny Town Rev 
O'Neil & Manners 
IAllian St Leon Co 


FAR ROCKAWAY 
Strand 


ran 
Ist half (19-22 
Pioneer Tap D'cers 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Mack & Rossiter 
Jack Pepper 
(One to fill) 
2d half (16-18) 
Miller Bros Co-eds 
Jack Hanley 
Double Exposure 
Chas Ray Co 
Al K Hall Co 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (19) 
Herman Timberg U 
Mae Usher 
(Three to fill) 
12) 


Young China 

Al Abbott 

Irene Rich Co 

Johnny Berkes 

P Oukrainsky Bal 
Bushwick 

Ist half (19-22) 
Davis & Morrelli 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (23-25) 
Roscoe Ails Co 
(Others to fill) 

24 half (16-18) 
Turner & Grace 
Riddie & Cook 
Columbia Comedy 4 
(Two to fill) 

Green 


point 
Ist half €19-22) 
Julia O’Brien 
Tom Sinters Follies 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (23-26) 
Tom Sinters Follies 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (16-18) 
Jerome & Newell 
Sullivan & Tyrell 
Billy Hall Co 
Cavan'gh & M'hews 
The Enroys 
Kenmore 
ist half (19-22) 
3 Kaswell Sis 
Lane & Harper 
Carter de Haven Co 
Roy Cummings 
L Stoutenburg Co 
2d half (23-25) 
Chevalier Bros 
Typical Topics 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (16-18) 
Little Pipifax 
Eddie White 
Vera Gordon Co 
Jones & Rae 
F Dinsmore Co 
Madison 


ist half (19-22) 
Chevalier Bros 
Orth & Codee 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (23-25) 
Riddle & Cook 
Shean & Cantor 
Dixie 4 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (16-18) 
Watch the Rhythm 
Wheeler & Sands 
Chase & LaTour 
Hickey Bros 
Gautier’s Toy Shop 


ist half (19-22) 
4 Cassons 
Jean Carroll 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (23-25) 
Cecilia Weston Co 
Waite Family 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (16-18) 
Conn Kenna 
Cooper & Cavan'’gh 
Jay Ward 
Lyons & Waterman 
(One to fill) 
AKRON, 0O. 
Pala 


ce 

Ist half (20-22) 
Evers & Greta 
Burns 2 
Ken Christy 
Mel Klee 
Siamese 2 

2d half (23-26) 
Ashley Paige 
Teck Murdock 
Belle Baker 
Newberry & Holb’k 
(One to filly 

2d half (16-19) 
Irene Vermillion 
Goss & Barrows 
Fleeson & Hayes 
Slim -Timblin 
Les Klicks 
oe CITY 


tarle 

ist half (20-22) 
Elrey Sis 
Seymour & Cunard 
Mischief Makers 
Jones & Rae 
3 Nitos 

2d half (23-26) 
Hama & Yama 
Columbia 4 
Cantor & Duval 
Sir Cecil Alexander 
Cameo Capers 

BALTIMORE 
New Gardems (20) 
Little Pipifax 
Willie Solar 
Savoy & Mana 
(Two to fill) 

(13) 
Typical Topics 
(Others to fill) 

BOSTON 
Keith-Albee (T3) 
Wylie & Young 
Jimmy Lucas Co 
Holland Romance 
(Two to fill) 

Bowdoin Sq. 

ist half (20-22) 
Fred Morton 
Perez & M’guerite 
(Three to fill) 

Howard 

ist half (20-22) 
6 Crackerjacks 
(Others to fill) 

Memorial (20) 
Fates & sawiey 


Irene Rich Co 





Johnny Berkes 
Ethel Waters 


Commandere 
413) 
Alf Loyal Dogs 
Norman Thomas 
W & G Ahearn 
Joe Browning 
Ben Bernie Orch 
Mary Haynes 
Jack Donahue 
Murand & Girton 
Scollay Sq. (20) 
Worden Bros 
Buzzington'’s Rev 
Kemper & Noble 
Broadway Flashes 
Helen Morath 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (20) 
Luci:le Benstead 
Joe Marks 
George Rosener 
Vanessi 
(One to fill) 
(13) 
Modern Marion'tes 
T & A Waldman 
Trixie Friganza 
Tinova & Baikofft 
Brems Fite & M 
CHARIAOTTE 
Carolina 
2d half (23-26) 
4 Waltons 
Helen Arden'’s Co 
Emily Darrell 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (16-19) 
Charm 4 
V & C Avery 
Marty White 
Jerry & Baby Gr'ds 
(One to fi'l) 
CHICAGO 
Palace (20) 
Sheldon Hart & L 
Frackson 
M & A Skelly Co 


= ——-= 


Webb's Ent 

(One to fili) 
DETROIT 
Hollyweed 

Ist half (20-22) 

Nellie Arnaut Coe 

Lubin Larry & A 

Joe Regan 

(Two to fill) 





2d half 
Sargent & Lewis 
4 Camerons 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (16-19) 
All Wrong 
Bob Murphy 
(Three to fill) 
Uptown 
Ist half (20-22) 
Sargent & Lewis 


Jack Usher Co 
4 Camerons 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (23-20) 
Nellie Arnaut Co 
Lubin Larry & A 
Joe Regan 
(Two to fill) 

2d haif (16-19) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Rob Hall 
Happiness Girls 
(Two to fill) 

ERIE 
Perry 

Ist half (20-22) 
Monroe & Grant 
Irving Jones 
Along Broadway 
Tracey & E wood 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23- 26) 
J & M Dunedin 
Dare & Bangard 
Browning & Clark 





Waiman’s Deb 
(One to fill) 








EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROCK 


1632 B’way, at S0th St., N. Y City 











Harris & Radcliffe 
Sophie Tucker 
Yobee & King 
Red Donahue 
(13) 
Nathal 
Sid Marion Co 
Gilda Gray Co 
Joe Howard Co 
Olsen & Johnson 
State-Lake (20) 
BEB & J Rooney 
Forsythe & Kelly 
Adele Verne 
Murray & Oakland 
The De Marcos 
(13) 
Jack Usher Co 
Down Home 
Mayo & Lynn 
Kikuta Japs 
(One to filly 


CINCINNATI 
Albee (20) 
Mary Dugan Unit 


Watson Sis 
(Three to fill) 
(13) 


Campus Colleagues 
Mel Klee 

Yorke & King 
Ford & Glenn 

Red Donahue 


CLEVELAND 
105th St. 
Ist half (20-22) 
Ike Rose's Midgets 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (23-26) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Honey Boys 
Powers & Wallace 
Kikuta Japs 
(One to fill) 
2d half (16-19) 
Fern & Marie 
The Fakir 
Peter Higgins 
The Briants 
(One to fill) 
Palace (20) 
Campus Colleagues 
Hap Hazard 
Fleeson & Hayes 
Weaver Bros 
Home Folks 
(13) 
Everett Sanderson 
Walter Wahl 
Watson Sis 
Will Fyffe 
Newberry & Holb’k 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (20) 
Gordon & King 
Ruddell & Patean 
Slim Timblin 





———s 


2d half (16-19) 
Rose's Midgets 
(Others to fill) 

ITCHB’G, MASS, 

Ist half (20-22) 
Del Toreli Gliss'de 
Emmett O’ Mara 
Ciark & O'Neil 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Henry B Toomer 
(Others to fill) 

FLUSHING 
Keith 

ist half (20-22) 
F Dinsmore Co 
Hickey Bros 
Typical Topics Rey 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Eno Tr 
Robinson & Pierce 
Carter De Haven 
Corinne Tilton 
L Stoutenburg Co 

2d half (16-19) 
The Lamys 
J & K Lee 
Norman Kerry 
Roy Sedley Mob 
(One to fill) 


GRAND RAPIDS 
Keith’s 
ist haif 
Chisholm & Breea 
Happiness Girls 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (22-26) 
Gus Fowler 
Bernice & Shelina 
Jack Usher Co 
Clifford & Marion 
Colleano Family 
2a half (16-19) 
Leavitt & Lockwo'd 
Bert Sloan 
Cherry Blos’m & J 
(Two to fill) 
JERSEY CITY 
State 
Phil & Ed Ross 
Dillen & Partner 
Frank Hunter 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (23-26) 
Roy Sedley Mob 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (16-19) 
Marty Dupree Rev 
LOS ANGELES 
Hillstreet (20) 
The Agemos 
Watson & Cohan 
The Sherwoods 
Dick Henderson 
Fleurette Jeofferies 











Se 


ENGLISH TOUR 








Ford & Glenn 
Kafka Stanley & M 


) 
Falls Reading & B 
Ken Christy 
Scott Sanders 
Clifford & Marion 
Siamese Twins 
CONCORD, N. 
lst half (20- 22) 
Martin & Martin 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (23-25) 
Del Toreli Gliss’ndo 
Dave Ferguson 
(Three to fill) 
DAYTON 


Keith’s 
ist half (20-22) 
Irene Vermillion 
Roy Rogers 
Powers & Wallace 
Freda & Palace 
B & L Gillette 
2d half (23-256) 
Falls Reading & B 
Scott Sanders. 
The Fakir 
Rae Samuels 
The Briants 
2d half (16-19) 
Nolan Bros & V’sie 
The Cheazzis 
Teck Murdock 
Weaver Bros 
epee” Folks 
ENVER 
oushenme (20) 
Gus & Will 
Stanley & Ginger 
Argus Searle Co 
Nick Lucas 
(One to fill) 
(is) 





Tiller Girls 
Foster Fagaw @ C 
Ray Hughes & P'm 





(13) 

3 Whirliwinds 
Hyde & Burrill 
Lulu McConnell 
Bob Nelson 
Carl Freed Orch 

Orpheum (20) 
Count Berni Vici 
Derick’n & Browne 
Al Trahan 
Lester Irving 8 
Leatrice Joy 


(13) 
The Agemos 
Reed & Duthers 


The Sherwoods 
Dick Henderson 
Duncan Sisters 
Frankie Heath 
Al Trahan Co 

Chaney & Fox 


LOUISVILLE 
Rialto 


ist half (20-22) 
Falls Reading & B 
Scott Sanders 
The Fakir 
Rae Samuels 
The Briants 

2d half (23-26) 
Irene Vermillion 
Roy Rogers 
Freda & Palace 
B & L Gillette 
(One to fill) 

2d half (16-19) 
Mary Dugan Unit 
(Others to fill) 


MALDEN, MASS, 


Grand 
Ist half (20-22) 
Henry Toomer Co 
Henry Kegai Co 
(Three to f'l) 
2d half (23-265 
Emmett O'Hara 
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Wednesday, May 15, 1929 VARIETY 49 
— So — | — _ 
r Bergen Co Show Boat Girl (13) Ashley Paige 22 half (33-26) PEORIA, ILL. crn closely, otherwise some of it i - 
wr hree to fill) (Three to fill) — Shannon's Frolics Teck Murdock lg Allisons Palace intelligible 2 ea 
MEMPHIS _2a half (23-26) Lattice Howell Newberry & Holb’k | Hope Vernon Ist half (19-21) : S . 
Orpheum (20) Nell Roy Co John Barton Co (One to fill) | Primrose 4 Reynolds & White Fox-Poli The theme has not much action. 
exe! Bros & Red Hope Indians Eddie Borden Co 2a haif (23-26) Dell Phillips Lathrop Bros College boys driving up to Aunt 
& B Creighton (Three to fill) Indian Bd Evers & Greta |} (Qne to fill) Annabelle & Boys ———# | Kate's (Louise Fazend: ei ta 
© ceper & Gatchett _2d he alt (16-19) WINSTED, CONN. That Charm 4 JOLIET, LAL Alexander & Peggy , ad : © azenda) ea —- 
Art Henry Fitz & Evans Ist half (20-22) Ken Christy | Rial: The Lockfords BRIDGEPORT Shayne’s Girl Show | tion afford an exchange of a few 
4 Karreys Real Folks Dura & Hess | Mel Klee X te 2a half (22-25) Palace (13) (Others to fill) lines between Kate and the post- 
(13) Corinne Pulte ae | Yvonne Co Adler & Bradford | ist half (19-21) Publix Players Eddie Pardo Unit 2d half (16-18) man on the difference in times. The 
B & B Miller Helene Beth Margo | (‘Three to fill) 2d half (16-19) Stan Kavanaugh (Others to fill) (Two to fill) O’Connor Family letter is opened and, in cut-and- 
wn Dee i iehesend YOUNGSTOWN | Alone, Broadway | Wells & 4 Faye |WAUKEGAN, ILL.| HARTFORD Billy Maine Co i ' nen an 
Bobby Barry Co Richmond Hill fa “| Roy Rogers (One to fill) Genesee Capitol (13) Carl McCullough dried fashion, Auntie has an order 
Duncan's Collies Ist half (20-22) Keith's } M & A Skelly 2a half (22-26) 2a half (23-26) Henry Santrey Or Evans & Kennedy for 10 grand, covering damages in 
(One to fill) 2 Ladellas _ist half (20-22) Jos Regan | Hal Jerome Armstrong Bros (Two to fill) (One to fill) an accident vears back. 
MILWAUKEE Miss Syncopation Kikuta Japs 'Remos Midgets The Lockfords Alexander & Peggy NEW HAVEN WORCESTER 
Palace (20) Wanzer & Palmer | : (One to fill) Annabelle & Boys Palace (13) Fox At the campus, where Auntie is 
Van Cello & Mary | Dixie 4 ne | Maytime Melodies ist half (13-15) shown as chaperone for Babs. the 
Harrington Sis ~— nate Margo (Two to fill) Billy Maine Co heroine is sized up as a hot number 
Ben Blue Co 2d half (23-26) P t SPRINGFIELD Carl McCullough ar ec} d aes tals takes 
Al B White Rev Boyd & Wallin roc or | P es Palace O'Connor Family gua the somes’ - = at ni tuff. 
(One to fill) Marie Russell Ist half (13-15) Carleton & Bellew ‘ azcwe as Mack Moran 
(13) Nevins Taye & G ed | Femme Follies Evans & Kennedy makes a good job of this role. 
Adele Verne Block & Sully * , heal ine. a — (Two to fill) WORCESTER The rest of the story is given over 
, . « 86th St. WESTCHESTER ’ : 7 , ‘ r 
Herbert Williams Hollywood C'leg'n - , WATERBLU RY Palace (13) 
Powers & Wallace ®@ half (16-19) New Rochelle TORONTO Beau Brummels 


Belle Baker 
& Braces 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Hennepin (20) 
Claiborne Foster 
Little Jack Little 
Herbert Williams 
(Two to fill) 
413) 
Hal Neiman 
Sophie ‘Tucker 
Ben Blue Co 
Haze} Mangean Tr 
«One to fill) 
VONTREAL 
Imperial 
Ist half (20-22) 
Lester Lamont Co 
Lang & Haley 
The Ushers 
Fid Gordon 
Rosa Rosalie Co 
Mowatt & Hardy 
MORRISTOWN 
“d half (16-19) 
Geddis 3 
Truce Boro Rev 
Baby Rose Marie 
Ray & Stone 
«One to fill) 
NASHVILLE (20) 
B B Miller 
Bobby Barry Co 
Wm Ess 
Duncan's Collies 
Texas 4 


413) 
Francis & Wally 
Midgetiand 
Evelyn Darrell 
@ Belfords 
dOne to fill) 

NEW BURGH 
Academy 
Ist half (20-22) 
Nell Roy Co 
(Others to fill) 
2a half (23-26) 
Biair & Breen 
Show Boat Girl 
«(Three to fill) 
2a half (16-19) 
Tom & Jerry 
Senna & Weber 
Robinson & Pierce 
Paco Casino & J'ta 
#One to fill) 
NIAGARA FALLS 
Belleview 
Ist half (20-22) 
Dare & Bangard 
Browning & Clark 
H Waiman's Debs 
«(Two to fill) 
2a half (23-26) 
Monroe & Grant 
Tracey & Elwood 
Ina Alcova Co 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (16-19) 
Gordon & King 
Marie Sabbott Co 
Gruber’s Oddities 
(Two to fill) 
OAKLAND 
Orpheum. (20) 
Tabor & Greene 
Walter Long Co 
Hurst & Vogt 
Ricardo & Ashforth 
(One to fill) 
(13) 
Les Keliores 
Derickson & Brown 
Kelly & Jackson 
Billy Glason 
Watson & Cohan 
Long Tack Sam 
OMAHA, NEB. 
Orpheum (26) 
Tiller Girls 
Foster Fagan & C 
R Hughes & Pam 
Webb's Ent 
(One to fill) 

(13) 
Frackson 
Night at the Club 
Olsen & Jenkins 
Honey Tr 
qOne to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (20) 
$ Me!fords 
Dotson 
Joe Young Co 
NTG Rev 
«One to fill) 


Nixon 
ist half (20-29) 
Hama & Yama 
Columbia 4 
Cantor & Duval 
Bir Cecil Alexander 
Cameo Capers 
2a half (23-26) 
Elrey Sis 
Seymour & Cunard 
Mischief Makers 
Jones & Rae 
3 Nitos 
PITTSBURGH 
vis 


Da 

Ist half (20 22) 
Chappelie & C'let'n 
Dale & Fuller 
Bartram & Saxton 
Alexandria & Olsen 
(One to fill) 

2a half (23-26) 
B & G Carmen 
Boyle & Harkins 
Betty Blythe 
Hite Refiow Co 
(One to fill) 

2a half (16-19) 
Monroe & Grant 
Pope & Pore 
Ruth Mix 
Scanlon Denno 
{One to fill) 

Sheridan Sq. 

lst half (20-22 
B & G Carmen 
Boyie & Harkins 
Betty Blythe 
Hite Reflow Co 
(One to fill) 

24 half (23-26) 
Chappelle & C’let'n 
Dale & Fuller 
Bartram & Saxton 
Alexandria & Olsen | 
‘One to filly 

2a half (16-198) 
Karle & Rovein 
Nile & Mansfield 
Fay Fisher 
Brown pew Orch 
‘One to fill) 

POUGHKEEPSIE 

Bardaven 

st alf (20- 

laire & E (oan 


&S§& 


Hetty Cole 
Russell & Marconi 
Joe Young Co 
Polly & Oz 
Enrico & Novello 

ROCHESTER 

Palace 

ist half (20-22) 
Everett Sanderson 
Kayre & Sayre 
Goss & Barrows 
Will Fyffe 
Dainty Marie 

2a half (23-25) 
Harum Scarum 
Brems Fitz & M 
Undercurrent 
Jim McWilliams 
Siamese 2 

2a half (16-19) 
Herman Timberg U 
(Others to fill) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (20) 
Lewis & Winthrop 
Kelly & Jackson 
Bill Glason 
Long Tack Sam 
(One to fill) 

(13) 
Gordon's Dogs 
Tabor & Greene 
Florence Moore 
Billy Hallen 
Janette Hackett Co 

Orpheum (20) 
Blomberg’s Dogs 
Turner Bros 
Bobby May 
Evans & Mayer 
Kenneth Harlan Co 
Van & Schenck 
Venita Gould 

413) 

Count Berni Vici 

Sylvia Clark 

Van & Schenck 

Pallenberg’s Bears 

(One to fill) 
SEATTLE 

Orpheum (20) 
Bee Starr 
B & J Browne 
Gordon & Squires 
A Friedland Rev 
(One to fill) 

413) 

Large & Morgner 
Ryan Sis 
Irene Franklin 
Norton & Haley 
Frank De Voe 
Lee Gail Ens 

ST. LOUIS 

St. Lowis (20) 
Glenn & Johnson 
McLellan & Sarah 


(Three to fill) 
(13) 
Lomas Tr 


Clara Howard 
Ray & Harrison 
Mae Murray 
Davison’s Loons 
SYRACUSE 
Keith's 
Ist half (20-22) 
Harum Scarum 
Brems Fitz & M 
Undercurrent 
Jim McWilliams 
Adler & Bradford 
2a half (23-26) 
Everett Sanderson 
Kayre & Sayre 
Goss & Barrows 
Will Fyffe 
Dainty Marie 
2a half (16-19) 
Ina Alcove 
Lytell & Fant 
Kitty Doner 
Willie Solar 
Memphis C'legians 
TORONTO 
Hippodrome (20) 
Tinova & Beikoff 
T & A Waldman 
Fisher & Gilmore 
Trixie Friganza 
The Chezzis 


(13) 
Dance Rhapsodies 
Gene Greene 


Betty Biythe 
Lang & Haley 
Harum Scarum 
TRENTON 
Ist half (20-22) 
Bobby Henshaw Co 
(Others to fill) 
UNION HILL 
Capital 
Ist half (20-22) 
Philbin & Duncan 
(Others to fill) 
2a haif (23-26) 
Davis MeCurtis 
Al Shayne 
Silks & Satins 
(Two to fill) 
2a haif (16-19) 
Maxon & Wood 


G & €¢ Worth 
Blood & Thunder 
Earl Hanson Orch 


VANCOUVER 

Orpheum (20) 
Collegiate Unit 
Ada Brown 
(Three to fill) 

413 

Bee Starr 
B & J Browne 
Gordon & Squires 
A Friedland Rev 
(One to fill) 
WALLINGF'D, CT. 

Ist half 420-22) 
Flip & Flapper 
Calvin & Rosemary 
‘(Three to fill) 
WHITE PLAINS 

Keith's 

Ist half (20-22) 
Roscoe Ails Co 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Laddie Lamont 
Foley & LaTour 
| Tillis & Larue 
| 3 Sailors 
| The nee otas 

2a half (16-19) 
} 2 lL Fe 
} Bobby 
Walsh 





a Co 

& Ellis 

Senator Murphy 

Dance Parade 
WINNIPEG 

Orpheum (20) 

|} Mangean Ti 

Beatty 

to Bl 


' George 


Three 





| 








Ist half (19-22) 
Rice & Werner 
Chas W Hamp 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (23-25) 
T & D Ward 
Jackie Coogan 
(Three to fill) 

58th Sst. 

ist half (19-22) 
T & D Ward 
Jackie Coogan 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (23-25) 
Chas W Hamp 
4 Cassons 
(Three to fill) 

Sth Ave. 

ist half (19-22) 
Lyons & Waterman 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (23-25) 
Earl Hart 
(Others to fill) 


Ist half (19-22) 
Donovan Girls 
Chaz Chase 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (23-25) 
Tiny Town Rev 
(Three to fill) 

Mt, Vernon 

Ist half (19-22) 
Bunkly Sis 
Wilbur Sweatman 
(Three to fill) 


Yonkers 
Ist half (19-22) 
Al Shayne 


Music Art Rev 
«Three to fill) 

2d half (23-25) 
Atlantic City Mins 
(Others to fill) 

NEWARK 

Proctor’s (19) 
Con Kenna Co 
Bobbie Rowland 
Vera Gordon 
Summers & Hunt 





Music Art Rev 








Interstate . 








ATLANTA 
Keith’s (20) 
Libby Dancers 
Stutz & Bingham 
Hope Vernon 
Hatt & Herman 
Stan Stanley 
BIRMINGHAM 
Ritz (20) 
3 Jests 
Adeline Bendon 
Klein Bros 
Manny King Co 
(One to fill) 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Majestic (20) 
Moran & Wiser 
Emily Earle 
W'liams & Delaney 
Harry Burns 
Jeannie 
FT. WORTH, TEX. 
Majestic (20) 
Georgia Crackers 


Spence & True 
Modern Cinderella 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
Mertini (20) 
Sandy Lang Co 
Argo & Young 
H & F Seeman 
Zelda Santley 
Crockett’s Co 


ist half (20-22) 
Manuel Vega 


Barnum & Bailey 
J Burchill Girls 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (23-26) 
Krafts & Lamont 
(Others to fill) 


MIAMI, OKLA. 
New Coleman (26) 


Ritz Bros Unit 
(Others to fill) 
NEW ORLEANS 
Orpheum (20) 
Fulton & Mack 
Carlena Diamond 
Larry Rich Co 
(Two to fill) 
OKLAHOMA CITry 
Orpheum (20) 
Hudson Wonders 
Billy Doss 
666 Sycamore St 
Ch’berlin & Himes 
(One to’ fill) 
SAN ANTONIO 
Majestic (20) 
6 Rockets 
Rogers & Wynne 
Kane & Ellis 
O’Donnell & Biair 
Madeline Patrice 
TULSA, OKLA. 
Orpheum (20) 
Great Nelson Tr 
Jimmie Rodgers 





Shaw Carroll Rev 
(Two to fill) 





Association 


? 





; Paddy Saunders 


| Siim 























Pantages (20) 
6 Orellys 


Greenwich Village 
Lane & Lee 
Dance Mad 
HAMILTON 
Pantages (20) 
Carr Bros & Betty 
& Scotty 
Marie Allyn Co 
Clayton & Leonard 
Opera Memories 


LEDO 
Pantages (20) 
Australian Bird Cir 
Kennedy & Davis 

Fantastic Studio 
Hall & Pillard 
3 Orantos 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Pantages (20) 
Pringle & James 
Holden & King 
J & B Page 
Enchanted Forest 
(One to fill) 
SPOKANE 
Pantages (20) 
Royal Gascoignes 
Bulldog Sampson 





Dalton & Craig 


Ray Shannon Co 
Fielder H'riot & H 
Amos & Andy 


108 ANGELES 
Pantages (20) 
Int) Comiques 
Racine & Ray 
Scrambied Legs 
Cardini 
(One to fill) 


SAN DIBGO, CAL. 

Pantages (20) 
Ploetz Bros & Sis 
Story & Lee 
Winona Winter 
Kincaid Kilties 
(One to fill) 


14. BEACH, CAL. 
Pantages (20) 

Laypo & Lee 

Marcelle 

Lewis & Stovall 

Joy Bros & Gloom 

Labero 

SALT LAKE CITY 
Pantages (20) 

Dolores Lopez 

Johnny Barry Co 

Browne & LaVelle 

4 Eastons 

(One to fill) 




















JUST ROUTED 
SCOTT BROTHERS AND 
VERNON 
NEW YORK HOUSES 
LOEW CIRCUIT 
Direction LEDDY & SMITH 


226 West 47th St., Suite 901 














Flo Eckert Co 
(One to fill) 
EATTLE, 


Ww. 
Pantages (20) 
Osaka Boys 
Holland & O’Den 
Bennett & Richards 
Alma & Duvall Rev 
(One to fill) 
VANCOUVER 
Pantages (20) 
Cooley & Peters 
Blue Slickers 
(Three to fill) 
TACOMA, WASH. 
Pantages (20) 
Jungieland 
Ann Clifton 
Barr 2 
Seym'r Put’m & B 
Clemens Belling 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Pantages (20) 
Mary Blank 
Leonid Martov 


| Paul’s Hawaiians 


Dayton & Rancy 
Lowe & Sargent 





tag 
Stanton & Dolores 


LOGAN, UTAH, 
Pantages 
ist half (20-22) 
(Same bill plays 
Ogden 2d half) 
Frank Viola 
3 Singing Fools 
4 Covans 
Walter Walters 
Kazana 
KANSAS CITY 
Pantages (20) 
Marietta 3 
Billy Farrell Co 
At the Metropolit’n 
Castle of Dreams 
(One to fill) 
EDMONTON 
Pantages (20) 
Diamond & Wall’n 
Harry Hayden Co 
Roxy La Rocca 
Topical Topics 
(One to fill) 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Pantages (20) 
Golden Dream 
Lowe & Dunn Sis 
Oriental Oddities 
Harris & Pepper 
Arthur Petley 





CHICAGO, ILL. 
Belmont 
ist half (19-22 
ch'rry Bi's’'ms & J 
Ross & Costello 
Gi's'n & Browning 
2a half (23-25) 
Stan Kavanaugh 
(Two to fill) 


DAVENPORT. IA. 
Capitol 
ist half (19-21) 
Honey Tr 


Hall & Erminie 
Glenn & Jenkins 
2d half (22-25) 
Frank Hamilton 
Anger & Fair 
Pepito 
DES MOINES, 1A. 
Orpheum 
ist half (19-21) 
Frank Hamilton 
Anger & Fair 
Pepito 
2a half (22-256) 
Honey Tr 
Hall & Erminie 
Glenn & Jenkins 


FT. WAYNE, IND. 
New Emboyd 
Ist half (19-22) 
Parsons & Hawks 
Hal Jerome 
Bob Hope 
(One to fill) 
2a half (23-25) 
Cherry Bli’s’m & J 
Bob Hope 
(Two to fill) 
IND’N’P’LIS, IND. 
Lyrie (19) 
Herbert's B’way R 
(Two to fill) 
KANS. CITY, MO. 
Mainstreet (19) 
Keo Taki & Yoki 
Pilecer & Douglas 
Harry Holmes 
Hill Billies 
(One to fill) 
LINCOLN, NEB. 
Lincoln (20) 
Libonati 
Walzer & Kuban 
Brady Riddell & M 
MADISON, WIS. 
Orpheum 
ist half (19-21) 
Jos E Howard Co 
Mitchell & Durant 
(Two to fill) 


M’LW’UKEE, WIS. 
Riverside (19) 

Frosini 

G Wilson & Addie 
Monica & A Skelly 
Swor & Goode 
Liaseed Arabs 
meee & ILL. 


Palace 

1st half (19-21) 
Tyler Mason 
Carrie & Eddy Rev 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (22-25) 
Joe E Howard Co 
Mitchell & Durant 
(Two to fill) 
SIOUX CITY, IA. 


Orpheum 
ist half (19-21) 
Hal Neiman 
Natacha Nattova 
(One to fill) 
2d half (22-25) 
Hamilton Sis & F 
(Two to fill) 
SO. BEND, IND. 


Palace 
Ist half (19-21) 

Geo McLellan 

Sid Marion Co 

Geo Dormonde Co 

(One to fill) 
2a half (22-25) 

Aalbu Sis & Carter 

Reynolds & White 

Brady & Wells 

(One to fill) 

SPRINGF’LD, ILL. 

Orpheum 
Ist half (19-21) 

Aalbu Sis & Carter 

(Three to fill) 
2a half (22-25) 

Sid Marion Co 

Carnival of Venice 

(Two to fill) 

ST. PAUL, MINN. 
Palace-Orpheum 
Ist half (19-21) 

Hamilton Sis & F 

(Two to fill) 
2d half (22-25) 


Hal Neiman 
Natacha eal 
(One to fill) 
T’RE H’UTE, IND. 
Indiana 
ist half (19-21) 
Emory Manley Co 


9 Allisons 
(Ome to fill) 

2d half (22-25) 
Radio Hawaiians 
(Two to fill) 











2a half (22-25) TOPEKA, KAN. 
Carrie & Eddy Rev Novelty (26) 
| Tyler Mason West Lake & Hane 
| Geo Dormonde Co Fargo & Richards 
(One to fill) ' Banjoland 
cf 
Great States 
aad 
DECATUR, ILL. | George Morton 
Tineoln Crane’s Modern '‘t€s 
Ist half (19-21) Gus Muicairy 


‘Jones & Hull 


(One te £1) 





| Rene & Calvert 


| Polly & Oz 


JIRS’Y CITY, N. Jd. 
tral 


(Jerome & Jewel 








Butterfield 








ANN ARB’R, M’H. 
Michigan - 


ist half (19-22) 
Cliffor€d & Marion 
Rigoletto Bros 
(One to fill) 

24 half (28-26) 
Olive Olsen 
Lew Cameron 
(One to fill) 


FLINT, MICH. 
tol 


ist half (19-22) 
Lieut Gitz Rice Co 
Lew Cameron 
Otto Grey Ba 

2a half (23-26) 
Brown Derby Or 
(Two to fill) 


K’'L'’M’Z00, MICH. 


State 
ist half (19-22) 
De Pace Co 
Paxton 
Skelley Heit Rev 
2a half (23-25) 
Eileen & Marjorie 





Ray & Harrison 
Lieut Gitz Rice Co 


—— MICH, 


‘tran 
ist half (19-22) 
Felovis 
Bernice & T Bow 
Geo Broadhurst Co 
2a half (23-25) 
De Pace Co 


Paxton 
Rigoletto Bros 
riba a 


Sta 

ist half ‘“s- 22) 
Grace Doro 
Brown Derby Orch 
(One to fill) 

2a haif (23-25) 
Felovis 
Geo Broadhurst Co 
(One to fill) 
SAGINAW, MICH. 

Temple 

ist half (19-22) 
Olive Olsen 
Billy Purl Co 
(One to fill) 

2a half (23-25) 
Sinclair Sis & O'D 
Grace Doro 
Otto Grey Bd 








HOWARD SLOAT?’ 


BONDS FOR INVESTMENT 


A.B. Leach & Co., Inc 





57 William St.. N.Y 











Stanley-Fabian 








ELIZABETH, NX. J. 


Rits 
ist half (20-22) 
Hello Yourself 


(Others to fill) 

24 half (23-26) 
Jerome & Jewell 
Kranz & Kaufman 
Bud & Mar Reed 
Sully Adams 
(One to fill) 
HOBOKEN, 

Fabian 

iet half (20-23) 


Kranz & Kaufman 
Jose Freed Ce 
Marty May 
Gigolo of Paris 

24 half (23-26) 
Hello Yourself 


‘Three to fill) 


Cen 





test ha 


If (20-22) 


i (40pe 


3 Senators 

Si Wells 

Br’wst’r P’m’r'y Rv 
(One to fill) 
PATERSON, W. J. 


Regent 

ist half (20-22) 
Lita Gray Chaplin 
Sully Adams 
3 Londons 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (23-26) 
Rene & Calvert 
Joe Freed Co 
8 Ragamuffins 
(Two to fill) 
UNION CITY, N. J. 


Roosevelt 
ist half (20-22) 
Keep Smiling 
(Others to fill) 
2a half (23-26) 
Traps 
Mary & Bob 


Marty May) 
3 Londons 
te Lead} 








Palace 
Ist half (13-15) 





Palm Beach Nights 
(Two to fill) 





an 


Cabarets 





Casanova Club 
Billy Mann 
Yacht Club Boys 
Ohman & Arden 
Alice Boulden 
Ramon & Rosita 
Jerry Friedman Or 

Castilian Royal 
Eddie Chester Rev 
Leo Stevens 

Chateau Madrid 
Arthur Brown 
Eva B Fontaine 

Club Lido 

Fannie Brice 
Chie Endor 
Bobby Brooks Ore 


Club Monterey 
Al Davis Rev 
Louise Ayres 
Muriel Warner 
Layt«n & Carroll 
Jim sBuckley 
June Clark Orch 


Club Montmartre 
Ernie Coleman Or 
Johnson & Murphy 


Club Plaza 
Don Howard 
Kay Durban 
Chas Baron 
Dick Gasparre Or 


Club Richman 
Geo Olsen & Orch 
Adia Kouznetzoff 
Eilina Nicolina 
Lisbeth Higgins 
Geo Clifford 
J & M Jennings 

Connie’s Inn 
Leonard Harper Rv 
Snake-hips Tucker 
Le Roy Smith Bd 


Alabam 
Bernie Adler 
Dorothy Donnelly 
Kalaulula 3 
Ralph Bard 
Patsy O'Connor 
Dottie Dale 
Eddie Jackson Bd 

Blackhawk 
Coon-Sanders Bd 

Cinderella 

Henri Gendron Bd 
College Inn 
Earl Hoffman Bd 
Golden Pumpkin 

M Sherman Bd 


Granada 
Guy Lombardo Bd 
Green Mill 
Joe Lewis 
Betty Bane 
Hazel Romaine 


Aster 
Stricki’d-B'lrest 
Carlton 
Meyer Davis Orch 
Chantecler 
Paul Fidelman 
Meyer Davis Orch 


Or 


Lot 
Irv Boernstein Or 








NEW YORE 


Cotton 
Dan Healy 
Berry Bros 
5 Blazers 
H & Mil 
Josephine 
Litha Hill 
Duke Eliington 


Cleb 
Rev 


Dixon 
Hall 


Or 


Dome 
Ernest Charles 
Imogene Coca 
Sue Baxter 
Walt Feldkamp Or 

New Frivolity 
Art Swanstrom Rv 
Evelyn Sathier 
Mary Bay 
Jeanne St John 
Nina Lopez 
Teddy King Orch 
Oakland's Terrace 
Will Oakland 
Buddy Kennedy 
Blanche & Elliott 
Billie Cortez 
Maria Whitney 
Rita Darling 
Alice Cavin. 
Landau's Bd 
Paramount Hotel 
Roy Ingraham Or 
Jas de Luca 
Jessie Laird 
Lois Von Eck 
Elton Ruloff & Eva 

Rendezvous 
D’s Dancing Dames 
clyt’n J’cks'’n & D 
Patrice Gridier 
The Alvarados 
Ruth Adams 
J Durante’s Orch 


CHICAGO 


Sylv'ter & Meagher 
Ward Sis 
Joan Andrews 
Kelly Stables 
Johnny Dodds Ba 
Sol Wagner Bd 
Petrushka 
Geo Stcherban Ba 
Raphael 
Herbie Zeller Bd 
Terrace Garden 
Art Kassel Bd 
Turkish Village 
George De Costa 
Al Gaut 
Margie Ryan 
Freddie Janis Ba 
Uptown Village 
J Garrigan's Bad 
Vanity Fair 
Rick & Snyder 
Harry Glynn 
Madelon McKenzie 
Dot Meyers 


Keith Beecher Bd 


WASHINGTON 


Swanee 
Meyer Davis Orch 
Max Lowe Ent 

Venus 
Harry Brasse 
MeWilliams Orch 

Wardman Park 
Max Lowe Ent 
Sam Robbins Orch 





for the family 


First National 
Alice White starred. 


by Louis Silvers. 
York, week 
minutes. 


the 
Except 


taining 
are 
over two 
hasn't the 
some of 


cessors, 


powers, 
days. 


its 





dle 

for several, 

press as covering 
ning time. The 
with Alice White 
zenda discoursing 
} the 


end be 


-<—A 
1+ blurred 


Le Roy from story by 
sical score on Western Electric disk system 
At 
May 11. 


Barbara (Babs) Allen 


The picture 
snap and sparkle 
independent 


whe ‘rewithal for 


FILM REVIEWS 
THE PAGAN 


(Continued from page 27) 
subject, neatly handled and sure fire 


and neighborhood 
trade, as well as for the de luxes, 


Rush. 


HOT STUFF 


(30% DIALOG) 


production and 


release, 
Directed by Mervyn 
Rovert Carr. Mu- 


the Cameo, New 
Running time, 72 


.Alice White 


Aunt Kate. ...cccccccccess Louise Fazenda 
Mack Moran.......+.--.. William Bakewell 
Thelma. ....-ccosseccccccsccces Doris Dawson 
Sandy MCNab.,.ccccccecsserseseves Ben Hall 
Wiggam... 

UY os + apesccge tbe 





A slow and padded tag on the 
cycle of collegiate 
afford very little excitement even to 
adolescent .minds 
cates, about sum up 


themes that will 


to which it 
“Hot Stuff.” 


in smaller towns Alice 
White's latest vehicle hasn’t the sus- 
unless 
misled by the 


the adults 
to pull for 
just 
of even 
prede- 


title, 


Dialog in the opening sequence for 
about 15 minutes, again in the mid- 
for about five, and in the 


‘ loss 


is spotted so as to im- 


more of the run- 
opening session 
and Louise Fa- 
on the subject of 


a colleue career 


te he followed 


to Babs showing Mack that she 
gather just as many hearts. It’s 
done in a very conventional 
One sequence, the nearest to being 
“hot,” is where Babs and Mack take 
refuge in a hut during a storm. 
undress sequence is introduced, each 
gesture indicating that the move its 
for clothes drying. Other students 
drive up. Apparently as an after- 
thought one of them gets sockea by 
Mack after a series of innocent re- 
marks. 

A solo dance by Babs at a 


can 
all 
way. 


party 
where many glasses are lifted ts 
also quickly tailored to Hays’ re- 


quirements. Mack takes the little 
girl home and feeds her stuff out of 
a flask. Then the truth comes out. 
The pretended vamp admits that 
she is just a country girl, while the 
sheik reveals his honest nature. As 
for the flask, Mack confesses it con- 
tained only cold tea and Babs really 
never had a drink. 

One of the most amusing se- 
quences has to do with Miss Fa- 
zenda's activities in a skating rink. 
Her falls and jams will get laughs 
out of any type of fan. Waly. 


THE KID’S CLEVER 


(SILENT) 


Universal production and release. Star- 
ring Glenn Tryon. Directed by William J. 
Craft. From story by Vincent Moore. 
Cameraman, Al Johns. Titles by Albert 
DeMond. Production supervision, Harry L. 
Decker. Cast includes Katherine Craw- 
ford, featured; Russell Simpson, Joan 
Stanley, Fiorence Turner, George Chandiet) 


at Times theatre. Running time, 50 mins. 





More hyperbole for Glenn Tryon. 
This time he's in one of those chase- 
me pictures, driving frantically in 
and out traffic demonstrating a 
freak automotive contraption which 
runs on land and sea, deriving its 
power from the air. He is the in- 
ventor and falls for the daughter of 
a motor magnate, who becomes in- 
terested in his invention. 


Picture opens with Tryon as 
“Bugs” Raymond, inventor, tire 
salesman and soda fountain pro- 
prietor. He has inventions for 


everything. Chums with girls from 
seminary, who are running a Co- 
lonial dance. Meets the motor mag- 
nate’s daughter among them when 
they have spill in old time hansom, 
in which they are publicizing their 
hop. 

Tryon’s assistant double crosses 
him when the test is made of his 
freak motorboat-automobile. Home 
town turns out for the celebration 
and Tryon is on the spot with a 
big speech. Test of motor nearly 
kills magnate. Helper bribed by 
other motor interests. 

Girl sticks to him despite trouble. 
Tryon's assistant breaks down and 
confesses the double cross. Boy and 
girl then approach father. Says it’s 
too late, he has signed contract for 
other motor. Tryon takes the old 
man in his car and pursues the 
villain with the paper. Captures 
him and winds up in girl's arms. 

Photography poor. Picture a rep- 
lica of all the traffic chase cinemas 
seen before. Only novelty is the 
freak boat, which has been done in 
short comedies. Good for small time 
audiences. 


THE DEVIL’S TOWER 


(SILENT) 

Rayart production and release. Directed 
by J. P. McGowan from the story by Vic- 
tor Rousseau. Photographed by Ernest 
Depew. At the Ideal, New York, May 190. 
Running time, 60 minutes. 
James Murdock.......s.e6:. Buddy 
Tom Murdock. .cccccccccccscses 
George Stilwell....cscecesesd. P. McGowan 
Doris Stilwell...s-ccecccsssess Thelma Parr 
Phillip Wayne... .-Art Rowland 
Dutch Haynes 


Roosevelt 
Frank Earl 





Playing at the Ideal, an 8th Ave- 
nue grind, with a 10-cent admission 
price, is in itself a classification of 
this production. With the grinds in 
some parts of the country beginning 
to suffer from a shortage of silent 
pictures everything goes to fill an@ 
quality doesn't figure. 

This picture now stands a better 
chance on general bookings in the 
daily grinds than it did before, 
owing to the cut in production. 

It is an outdoor picture with the 
story of the opposition to the new 
dam. The villain looks like a good- 
natured, harmless soul excepting 
that he needs a shave. A couple of 
sears would have helped for realistic 
villainy. 

Dutch Haynes, 
ter mind, demands money 
threatens to blow up the dam. The 
heroic James Murdock stops him. 
In between, little things such as kid- 
Inaping, highway robbery, extortion 
and general connivery take place. 


the criminal mas- 
and 








| With the increasing number of 
grind house ¢ losings continuing, this 

I type of picture will pass out wit# 
hem. M ori. 
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VARIETY 











News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and London. 
for these news items: each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 





Variety takes no credit 








NEW YORK 


urner 
\W eek, 


Harry W returning fron 
last expressed tt 
»oinion that the use ot ali-color pic- 
tures in conjunction with sound 
would be too taxing on the eyes. 


Europe 


William Fox and David Bernstein 
are on the board of directors of Un- 
gerleider Financial Corporation, in- 
vestment trust which obtained 4 
charter in Delaware last week. Cot - 
poration starts with capital of $25,- 
000,000 





Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, to marry 
Mrs. Dorothy I. Jacobson, states his 
present wife is divorcing him in the 
west and the decree will become 
final May 18 


Myron C. Taylor, chairman of 
finance committee of U. S. Steel 
Corporation, was added to the direc- 
torate of the Met. Opera. He suc- 
ceeds the late Ogden Mills. No 
action taken looking toward selec- 
tion of a new site or the sale of the 
present one, 

Isadora Duncan's will scratched in 
pencil on penny notebook paper be- 
foré Russian friends in her Moscow 
apartment, May 9, 1922, has been 
probated in the New York County 
Court. 





A. FE. and R. R. Riskin have ac- 
quired the musical rights to “Kiki.” 


Earl Carroll-Warner Bros. deal 
whereby the latter were to take pos- 
session of the Carroll theatre after 
the closing of “Fioretta” fs off. 
Jieuse will remain dark until a new 
tenant leases it, or to await the next 
edition of the “Vanities.” 


Speaking at a meeting of the 
M. FP. Engineers, last week, Major 
Walter S. Prosser, in charge of the 
army's pictorial service, said aH the 
larger service theatres were having 
talker equipment installed to be 
used in army training. 





Representatives of the larger New 
York taxicab companies will under- 
take a 80-day survey before deter- 
mining the inerease in fares. 





Josephine Jefferson Rolfe has ob- 
tained a divoree from Henry James 
Lamar Washington on grounds of 
cruelty. They were married in 1922 


Tau. 





Loew's reports net profit after de- 
preciation and taxes of $5,251,958 


for the 28 weeks ending March 16, 
1929. 


Annette Jenkins, dancer, 50 W. 


72d street, whose auto killed Will-| 
iam Coughlin last Xmas morning 
received a suspen led sentence in} 


Spe cial Sessions. She had been con 
victed of leaving the scene of the 
iccident 


RCA 


dent of 


bas delared an initial divi- 
$1.46 a the Class 
B stock for Maren 15 to June au. 


share on 


Roy Walling 


pert 


producer, and Her- 
Ashton, Jr.. author and leading 
man, have formed a partnership. 
The fimancial report read at the 
45th annual meeting of the Actors’ 
Fund, shows that $156,005.20 was 
spent for relief work. Total receipts 
$262,200. Daniel Frohman, president, 
and other officers re-elected. 
HTiunter and May (Babe) 
EFean have announced their engage- 
ment, the marriage to take place in 
July: 


Glenn 


Plans are being formed for an 
opera, singers’ union along the lines 
of Hquity, to be known as the 
Artistic Lyric Asso. Salvatore Sci- 
arreti is temporary chairman. 
Alba Theatrical Co. has leased 
the Bronx O. H. and will open next 
week with Italian dramas by 
Giuseppe Sterni’s company, 

Murray Anderson’s) “Almanac” 
has gone into rehearsal. It will be 
seen on Broadway early in June. 


a 





i didn’t like the idea of opening and 








’ rao 


a 





'Soubret Sore at Notice, 
Swats Producer-Manager 


Chicago, May i4. 

Buster Sanburn, ingenue soubret, 
closing the same day she was hired 
for the Star and Garter stock shows. 
She complained when given a week's 
notice that same day, but 
her ire until the last. 

Then she let loose on l’'red Clark, 
producer, and Russell Anschell, 
manager, with the result that Clark 
had a couple of stitches placed in 
his nead, where an inkwell, pro- 
pelled by Miss Sanburn, had landed. 

Anschell, stepping in on the scene, 
was received with the same formal- 
ity by the girl, who used her fists 
and feet this time. 

Nothing done about the matter, 


Hurtig & Seamon Confess 
$11,846 Debt to Shuberts 


The latest legal complication for 
Joseph R. Hurtig and Harry J. Sea- 
mon and the Hurtjam Theatre Corp, 
is the judgment for $11,846, con- 
fessed in favor of the Shubert The- 
atre Corp. Hurtig & Seamon built 
a house in Jamaica, L. L., which the 
Shuberts are. operating. it was 
foreclosed under the H, & S. regime. 

Ever since the theatre building 
venture, the former burlesque man- 
agers. have been extensively in- 
yotved in lawsuits on notes, etc. 
The Shubert case involves 46 
notes at $250 each, maturable a 
week apart from Feb. 9 last. 


reserved 
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NEW ACTS 


(Continued from page 47) 

London and Paris—he was quite a 
wow in London-——the pioneering ex- 
ponent of the “whispering” school of 


warblers now means little to the 
vaude fans. The chief equation 
which would identify him, Victor 


records, is not even mentioned. 
Seemingly, whoever framed the act 
relied on the lobby posters to iden- 
tify or distinguish each personality. 
As for being a radio name, Smith's 
disassociation from general broad- 
casting in recent years compels him 
to build a rep all over again. He 
could do better just singling and 
trading on his current Victor rep 
and past ether fame. 

As for Dick Robertson, he gets 
more because, for one thing, Harry 
Spears, m. c., takes occasion to men- 
tion Robertson’s Brunswick record- 
ings. That stamps him immediate- 
ly. Not only is he possessed of a 
sympathetic voice which tied up the 
works so cold it Aook Spears quite a 
spell to thaw ’em out, but Robertson 
has a sense of values. He looks, 
dresses and acts a singing juvenile, 
flashing an impeccable tux, a be- 
coming carnation and an ingratiat- 
ing personality, approached only by 
Smith, who is now a veteran per- 
former. 

The rest were strictly etherized. 
Meaning, as was brought out in 
Charles W. Hamp’s act fanother 
radio “name” currently showing at 
the 8ist St.], that the microphonic 
performers are content to neglect 
themselves personally, fully realiz- 
ing that their personalities are in 
the abstract. Hence, they grow 
paunchy, their attire is makeshift 
and when an occasion for a personal 
appearance arises, they dig up the 
pre-war tux and make a stab at it. 
A peculiar shortsightedness makes 
them content to hide behind the 
“mike” and let it go at that with- 
out any attempt to commercialize 








LOS ANGELES 


Superior Court Judge K,. S. Mahon 
awarded four lots in North Holly- 
(Continued on page 71) 


Burlesque 


This Week (May 13) 
Bohemians--Temple, Syracuse, 
Brandway Scandals—Howard, Boston 
Dixon's Big Review—Gayety, Boston. 
Flapper Follies—13-15, Wedgeway; 16-18, 
Schenectady. 
Frivolities—Academy, Pittsburgh. 
Ginger Girls—Empress, Chicago. 
Girts from the Follies—Cayety, Buffalo 
High Fiyers—Star, Brooklyn. 
Jazaziime Revue—Empire, Toledo. 
Kuddling Kuties—Orpheum, Paterson. 
Laftin’ Thru-—Gayety. Milwaukee. 
lid Lifters—Grand Hartford. 
Mischief Makers—Gayety, Montreal. 
Moulin Rouge—Hudson, Union City. 
Nite Clu Girils—Gayety, Breoklyn 
Parisian Flappers—Colonial, Utica. 
Radium Queens--Mutual, Indianapolis. 
Kea Hots—Haymarket, Chicago. 
Speed Girls—Cadillac, Detroit. 


Wine, Woman and Song—Columbia, Cileve- 
land, 





——— 








Columbia Wired 


In addition to the Columbia. going 
into burlesque stock Monday a com- 
plete sound equipment has been 
transferred from the Savoy (also a 
Reade house) to the uptown house. 

If burlesque fails to hold up 
teade will switch to talker pictures. 





INDIANA MUTUAL 
Chicago, May 14, 

Mutual Gary theatre, Gary, has 
been incerporated in Indiana wth 
$5,000 stock. To open next Aug 4S 
a Mutual house. 

incerporators listed are N. Gold- 
stein, Harry Munns and = Jack 
Dwork. 





Lola Pierce in Lead 
Lola Pierce, formerly with Harry 
Steppe in vaude, has been engaged 
by Joe Catalano to head one of his 
Mutual burlesque shows next sea- 
son. 
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Must Be A No. 1. Performers to Play Two-Week Circuit Between Star 
and Garter and Rialto Theatres, Chicago 


CHANGE OF BILL EVERY TWO WEEKS 








WANTED 


Burlesque Performers 


SOUBRETTES—INGENUES—-SINGERS 


STRAIGHT MEN AND SPECIALTY PERFORMERS 


————————o weet 


SEND PHOTOS AND COMMUNICATE WITH 


RUSSELL ANSCHELL or FRED CLARK 
Star and Garter Theatre, Chicago 


Wire, Write or Cali 








their microphonic reputations by 
personal appearances. 

Tom Wilson, one of the early ten- 
ors, Was thus introduced under de- 
cidedly unfavorable. physical handi- 
caps. His stage presence was al- 
most amateurish and his tuy anti- 
quated. 

Joe Schuster and Johnny Tucker, 

alias the Delivery Boys, alleged to 
have some sort of a rep on WMCA 
and the lesser stations, where they 
plug songs—both are Warner-Wit- 
mark staff songwriters—are like- 
wise so-so in their attire. If 
Schuster, only substituted a pair of 
braces for a belt he’d eliminate that 
peek-a-boo silver buckle that peeps 
forth from beneath an unruly vest. 
It would simultaneously obviate the 
necessity for his habitual tugging 
on the waistcoat points and thus 
by a single stroke jack up his 
“front” considerably. 
But, as explained, the act being 
a hybrid makeshift, perhaps not too 
much should be expected. 
It has Al Lynn’s orchestra (Edi- 
son records) of 12 as the musical 
background. A dozen of Ada Kauf- 
man girls are announced as the 
Television Girls by Spears. The 
latter is more nite club and smal 
time than radio in his m. c. man- 
nerisms, but proved himself beyond 
subsequent reproach by the manner 
in which he sold “Old-Fashioned 
Lady,” with a corking mammy pat- 
ter that was human and contempo- 
rary, and rang the bell to the de- 
gree they interrupted him with au- 
dible acclaim. The urge not to 
honor mother only on a Mother's 
Day and the timeliness of the occa- 
sion lent it all an undeniable con- 
viction. 

In sequence, therefore, came the 
band, the dancing gals, Tom Wil- 
son; Madeleine White with “Mean 
to Me” vocally; Delivery Boys with 
a pianolog; Frohne Sisters (5), a 
harmony quartet with a fifth gal 
accompanying at the ivories: Nor- 
man Pearce, WMCA guest an- 
nouncer; Hernandez Brothers, in- 
strumental trio; Jack Smith in 
“one” with the band draped out: 
Dick Robertson and the finale. 

The overplus of singing made it 
somewhat of a vocal marathon. 
That was inevitable. Radio is con- 
ducive to two popular factors: song 
and instrumental music, Talk and 
patter is negligible. With the excep- 
tion of the Lynn band, the rest of 
it was vocalizing; hence the neces- 
sity to ring in the 12 Kaufman dan- 
cers to break it up with three spe- 
Ccialties. 

If sing they must, that 87 min- 
utes is altogether too much. 

Some of specialties included were 
extraneous. The songwritng pair 
lend little to it, although satisfac- 
tory enough. Wilson likeavise lacked. 
Frohne Sisters with their harmonies 
meant more if only for the femi- 
nine relief. Hernandez Brothers (3) 
Similarly are a decided asset with 
their guitar-mandolin instrumenta- 
tion, further fortified by a ‘corking 
musical saw specialty by one, where- 
in he produced multiple harmonics 
as if three or four voices are blend- 
ing in harmony. That act alone can 
make a nice deucer; certainly it 
would mean more as a background 
with some dance flash. 


rived from local 
Flushing, College 
Teutonisms, ete. 
Act is heralded as having three 
alternate guest announcers in Nor- 


references to 
Point, Yorkville 





man Pasrca BReaban-t: 
: ° sor sacs 








land A. Ll. Alexander. 


Whatever comedy there was de- | 





Wednesday, May 15, 1929 


was so-so, striving hard for chatty 
comedy. 

As a unit the Radio Star Revue 
submerges Smith and Hobertson 
disudvantageously, and its a lone- 
winded singfest. Abel 
DON SANTOS and Co. (19) 

Band and Revue 
53 Mins.; Full Stage 
Academy (V-P) 

With the Don Santos gang is 
iixie Butler, who sings and at times 
directs the 19 pieces when Santos 
is offstage. Another of the cabaret 
or night club settings with the 
specialty people sitting at the tables 
and the band parked at one side. 

As a whole not a bad act; has 
entertaining features and several 
standouts, One is Jazz Lips Rich- 
ardson, hot-footed, syncopated 
dancing colored man. With due 
credit to what applause Santos or 
any of the others got it was a drop 
in the bucket compared to what 
Richardson copped, 

Santos has dressed the act elabo- 
rately even to his own wardrobe 
and he 


makes several flashy 
changes. Santos acts as m. «¢,, 
gyrates accordingly to the fast 


tempo and puts in several innings 
dancing. 

In his revue is a harmonica“play- 
er who gets a let of music out of 
his mouth instrument. There is a 
Spanish dance by one of the girls 
and Eddie Hanley does the comedy. 
This Hanley had a most amusing 
bit with his characteristic version 
of. “Sleepy Time Girl” and returns 
later for a specialty well received. 
There is an acrobatic reutine by one 
of the women with a double song 
number by two girls, Miss Butler 
is’ on and off for several vocal 
flings, her best being “Roll on Sil- 
ver Moon.” Also a team of male 
tappers. 

The Santos revue needs rearrang- 
ing and judicious pruning; it is en- 
tirely too long at present. ‘YDIV 





SHAYNE ALL-GIRL REVUE 
Band and Specialties 

29 Mins.; Full Stage 

Fox, Philadelphia 

Flash act with breezy atmosphere, 
plenty of speed, punch climax and 
all things necessary to be built into 
a vaude unit. Here cut down to 
the meat and clicked. 

Opens in sightly drape set with 
girl band of 12 ranged minstrel] first 
part fashion. Girls in short skirt 
frocks and leader, Jeanne Rankin, 
smart and svelte in man’s white 
flannel, a girl in a hundred who can 
wear ’em and still look trim. 

Woman m. c., Betty Lou Webb, in 
man’s afternoon dress, opens with 
usual talk and cues band to go. Into 
fair synco opening. More chat and 
m. c. sends the musical maids into 
elaborate scoring of “Song. I Love,” 
scarcely the selection for a snappy 
jazz revue, you’d think, but here 
serves nicely to demonstrate that 
the girls are all around musicians. 
All go into a violin ensemble during 
which not more than four fake the 
fiddle, the ethers being on the leve . 

(Miss) Terry Green on for acru- 

batic dance solo with contortion 
trimmings of the usual sort. Straight 
femme character of proceedings by 
this time beginning to wear thin. 
Just in time they spring the comedy 
change of pace with Lillian Price 
doing an impersonation of Fannie 
Brice’s “I’m an Indian.” Girl looks 
the part, is there with the comedy 
Hiebe dialect and her grotesque 
stepping is a natural. Sister of 
Georgie Price, by the way. 
Miss Webb here drops. the 
straight m. ec. role and crashes with 
a comedy number on her own ac- 
count, nothing less than a song ver- 
sion of the gag about the stew 
taking home chrysanthemums as a 
squarer and deciding, for safety’s 
sake, to change them for roses. An 
old gag, but in lyric form and as 
done with elaborate business by this 
girl, first rate performance. 

Turn is now set and needs only & 
finish to round out for a cracker- 
jack frameup of the kind. Punch is 
supplied by the Miltenoff trto, adagio 
trio featuring Kmma Bunting. 
Tricky little worker, the girl, petite 
and trim. Two stalwart young men 
handle her for a swift routine of 
throws and catches climaxing in a 
series of loop-the-loops topping off 
striking hand-and-ankle whirls in 
figure 8’s from man to man. The 
loop-the-loop comes near reviving 
the adagio thing after it -had been 
done to death in straight leaps and 
poses. 

Band into a brisk finishing num- 
ber, all the girls going to harmon- 
icas for bits and the curtain falls 
on an ensemble, the adagio trio on 
for another looping-the-loop series. 

Band is generally gool looking as 
to -personnel, and even if they 
weren't, the willowy leader would 
carry the picture. Girls have good 
sense of comedy, displayed in han- 
dling one of those nymbers with 
incidental business built around the 
lyrics, “It Goes Like This,” each 
player demanding that her musical 
idea of the melody be accepted. 

Well thought out girl displav han- 
dled in showmanly manner. Rush. 





On Irving Place 


Irving Place theatre, New York, 
;4ummer stock principals are FElsie 
Burgere, Shorty McAllister and 


Johuny Weber. 


Balance of troupe, including run- 
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Stories 


by Jack Conway 


From 1920, onward, Jack Conway wrote a series of stories appearing 


jn Variety. 


in Variety, December 10, 1920. 


SET-UPS AND POISON 
HOOCH FOR “TOMATO” 


But Con Yearns for the Sunlit 
Diamond 





Utica, March 11. 
Dear Chick: 


I suppose all the ball gamers are 
packin’ their shoes and prayer books 
and hiking for the bushes and other 
orchards to 
fool the public 
for another 
great and glo- 
rious season. 

I haven’t be- 
gun to get my 
apple chasers 
together, but 
expect to get 
word any day 
now to put the 
pinochle deck 
and the apples 
into the old 
grip and take 
it on the lam. 

In the mean- 
time “Tomato” 
and me are 
pickin’ up some 
small change knockin’ over these 
saps and workin’ the act. Cuthbert 
is gettin’ so stuck on smearin’ up 
his pan with grease paint that he 
will probably be ruined for the sun 
filled job that I have layed out for 
him. 

If he hits within fifty points of 
the number of bows he has stole 
with this act he will lead the league 
with daylight between him and the 
second best guy. 

“Tomato” has a yen to play ball 
and isn’t half bad. He played a lot 
as a kid and might be able to hold 
down a job after a year on the 
bench with me. At any rate it’s a 
good way for him to keep out of 
trouble this summer and keep in 
condition. 

Cuthbert’s wife has layed off him 
since I promised to smack her 
hubby in the kisser if she butted in 
any more, and everything is lovely. 
There’s more bootleggers and hide- 
aways in this burg than their are 
actors in Wolpin’s. 

The other night I joined out some 
of the boys on the bill and one guy 
said he knew a spot. We blasted 
in and the prop. whispered that he 
had some real honest-to-goodness 
Scotch. We called for a fresh bot- 
tle, with the owner relatin’ the his- 
tory of the hooch, how it came in 
from Canada and was worth it’s 
weight in German marks, etc. 

Well, after we come to the mob 
started to argue, one claimin’ we 
were gassed, etc. Someone had a 
bright idea. This was supposed to 
be White Horse, with the picture ot 
the horse on the bottle. One of the 
gang drew a tail of the nag on the 
bottle. ‘The next night we went 
back for more punishment. We had 
finished the quart the night pre- 
vious. The prop. met us with his 
usual chatter, and we called for 
Scotch. Sure enough, out come the 
brand new bottle, with the horse 
sportin’ a beautiful flowin’ tail. 

Well, the just tore the joint 
apart. This bird had been refillin’ 
bottles and gettin’ away with it. 
He also got a kick back from all the 
local croakers who were called in to 
administer the last rights to the 
customers. That’s one thing about 
these fenced-in burgs—they cer- 
tainly know how to keep all the jack 
in the family. 

Boe ag is trainin’ and keepin’ 
in ape, for we are gettin’ offers 
from all these up-state clubs. |I 
may jump down to Troy with him 
soon, for they have a_local kid there 
named “Stockings” Conroy who they 
think can lick Leonard. He is named 
after a heavyweight who once 
fought Fitzsimmons. They say that 
before the fight Fitz was asked by 
“Stockings” if they couldn't start a 
little early, as the latter wanted to 
get back to Troy that night. Fitz 
said all right, and after they got in 
the ring Fitz kept askin’ “Stockings” 











CON 


what time his train left. Finally 
“Stockings” said, “In about an 
hour.” Fitz said: “Well, you just 


have time to dress and make it,” 
and he biffed “Stockings” on the 
Jaw, knockin’ him dead. “Stock- 
ings” made the train under wraps. 

Shoot me a sheet an sciatch and 
Temember me to all the gang that 
are out. Your old fryin’ pan. 


Mostly the stories dealt with baseball 
players and pugs. This series is reprinted weekly. Story below appeared | 


+ 





and prize fights, 





S. STEIN SUICIDES 


46th St. Jeweler Takes Gas in Of- 
fice—Despondent 





Leaving a note about the futility 
of life, the ease of inhaling gas and 
a few lines of poetry dealing with 
death was found penned alongside 
of the body of Solomon Stein, 36, 
theatrical jeweler, 74 West 46th 
street. Stein had been dead some 
hours. 

Stein lived with his wife and 10- 
year-old son at 1909 Quentin road, 
Brooklyn. He arrived at his office 
on the twelfth floor of the 46th 
street address, Sunday afternoon. 

A salesman arriving to work 
found him with one end of a gas 
tube in his mouth, The other end 
was attached to a workman’s blow 
torch with the gas on. Il! health 
and despondent because of business 
troubles was the opinion of friends 
and relatives, 

Oct. 8, last, Stein was held up and 
robbed by bandits of $50,000 in gems 
in his office. A jewelry salesman 
there at the time was also robbed of 
$150,000 in diamonds. Stein soon 
after this filed a petition in bank- 
ruptcy, said the sleuths, 


Picked Widowed Grandmas 
For Confidence Game! 


Edward Eagleston, 28, clerk of 105 
Monroe street, Brooklyn, is in need 
of a mother’s help. He is in the 
Tombs awaiting trial. In West Side 
court before Magistrate George W. 
Simpson, about six women, mostly 
widows, came to testify how they 
had been swindled by Eagleston, 
who posed over the phone as their 
son and needing financial aid. 

The defendant has operated in 
the Times Square section, said De- 
tectives James Hennessy and James 
Walsh of West 100th street, who 
arrested Eagleston on the charge 
of victimizing Mrs. Mary Walsh, 
a widow of 108 West 88th street. 

Eagleston, according to Mrs. 
Walsh, phoned and stated he was 
her grandson. He told her he was 
under arrest and needed $25 for a 
lawyer's fee. I am in jail, grand- 
ma, but I will send a messenger for 
the money,” said the defendant. 

Mrs. Walsh, somewhat skeptical, 
phoned her son to inquire about 
“Tommy,” her grandson. She was 
advised by her son to notify the 
detectives. She did, and _ they 
awaited Eagleston’s arrival. 

“Iam the messenger sent by your 
grandson, Tommy,” said the defend- 
ant to Mrs. Walsh. The sleuths 
stepped out when the. marked 
money was accepted by Eagleston. 
He admitted, said the cops, having 
phoned, and said he had operated 
for several months. 


Mrs. Jenkins’ Re-trial; 
One Sentence Suspended 


Mrs. Annette Jenkins, 28, of 50 
West 72d street, actress and dancer, 
convicted in Special Sessions of 
violating the Highway Law in hav- 
ing left the scene of an accident, 
was given a suspended sentence. 
She is under $5,000 bail for a re- 
trial in General Sessions on a 
charge of manslaughter. 

Mrs. Jenkins was arrested last 
Christmas morning at 10th avenue 
and 33d street while she was tak- 
ing friends home in her machine. 
The arresting officer informed her 
that her machine had struck a man 
at 10th avenue and 48th _ street. 
When they returned to the scene 
of the accident they found the body 
of William Coughlin, 55, of 506 
West 49th street, in the gutter. 

The defendant declared it had 
been snowing at the time and that 
she had not realized her machine 
had struck anyone until stopped by 
the motorcycle policeman. A jury 
disagreed at her first trial for man- 
slaughter last March. 














Newsdealer Gets Off 

Ray Johns, 30, newsdealer with 
a stand at Broadway and 33rd 
street, was convicted in Special Ses- 
sions to a charge of selling French 
magazines containing indecert pho- 
tographs. 

He was given a suspended sent- 
ence after he had informed the 
Court he sold the magazines at the 
request of his partner who had 





brought them from Paris. 
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Cop Walks Into Stick-p, NECKLACE AND GOLIVARS McGEE RELATES BOND 


He’s Shot and Robbed 








A Broadway parasite, known to 
the cops, and his pal are being 
sought as the shooter of Patrolman 
Peter Burns of the Hack Division 
of Police Headquarters who was 


shot In the abdomen in a speakeasy 
holdup at 49 West 48th street, 
operated, according to the police, 
by Joseph (Pop) Gallagher. Burns’ 
condition is not believed to be seri- 
ous. He is said to be recovering 
in Flower hospital. 

The bandit fired a bullet from an 
automatic gun. It grazed Burns 
stomach and lodged in his hip. 
Burns has been on the force six 
years, formerly attached to the spe- 


cial service division at Head- 
quarters. 
Burns told detectives Maskeill 


and John Walsh of the West 47th 
street station that he was passing 
“Pop's” place at about 7:30 a. m. 
The iron grill door was open. “I 
stepped in to see why the door was 
open. I saw about 10 patrons, men 
and women herded in the rear of 
the place. . 

“Believing it was a federal raid 
I announced I was a police officer. 
I had my shield in my hand when 
presently the man shot me in the 
stomach. 

“I fell to the floor. Too weak to 
rise or offer resistance. The man 
who shot me stole my service re- 
volver, shield and $12,” said Burns. 
The two bandits had already held 
up the place and opened the grill 
door to make a speedy getaway. 
They had robbed Gallagher, two of 
his help and some of his patrons, 
totaling about $150. 

Maskiell and Walsh soon after 
hurried to the detective bureau, 
Gallagher, the latter’s doorman and 
chef. They were .quizzed for the 
best part of the day. 

They told how the bandits came 
to the place accompanied by a 
hostess who was a frequenter of 
Gallagher’s. The hostess, the cops 
declare, is innocent. During the 
course of the stickup she ask them 
to “lay off.” With an oath they 
dragged her out. 

Burns lives in Astoria, Queens. 


3 Yrs. for French Girl; $25 
For Man; Both Had Guns 


Yvette de Pressles, 17, dancer, of 
300 West 49th street, who recently 
arrived from France to appear in a 


new musical, she said, was sent to 
the House of Good Shepherd for a 
term not to exceed three years in 
Special. Sessions. She had pleaded 
guilty of unlawfully possessing a 
loaded revolver. 

The petite French girl was ar- 
rested April 30 by Detective Ernest 
Menke! of the West 47th Street sta- 
tion. The officer had been informed 
that a girl was at Broadway and 
50th street “gunning for a man who 
had done her wrong.” Menkel found 
the girl and searched her handbag. 
In it he found a pearl handle re- 
volver fully loaded. 

The defendant denied she meant 
to use it on anybody but that she 
carried it for protection. 

Walter DeGroff, 49, who wit’: his 
wife comprise the vaudeville team 
known as the Aerial DeGroffs, 
pleaded guilty in Special Sessions 
to unlawfully possessing a revolver. 
He was fined $25 or five days in jail. 
He paid the fine. 

DeGroff was arrested by Detec- 
tive Manney of the West 47th Street 
station on April 16 in his home at 
430 West 47th street. The officer 
found a fully loaded revolver in the 
apartment. 

DeGroff admitted the ownership, 
according to Probation Officer Jacob 
Lichter, stating he had purchased 
the gun to protect himself from 
thieves while traveling on the road. 
He said he constantly carried valu- 
able jewelry belonging to his wife 
and was in fear of being held up. 


3 Mos. for Indecent Film 


A sentence of three months In the 
Workhouse for possessing an ob- 
scene picture film was imposed in 
Special Sessions on John D. Car- 
mack, 35, of 119 Caton avenue, 
Brooklyn, salesman for the Metro- 
politan Motion Picture Company of 
108 West 34th street. 

















Carmack pleaded guilty to violat- 
jing the section reiaiiig to sndocent 
pictures. 


Salesgir! Dismissed on South Amer- 
ican Woman's Charge 


Francos Romm, 33, saleslady in 
the gown shop of David Zorn, 25 
West 42nd street, was freed in 
West Side court. by Magistrate 
George W. Simpson when arrested 
on suspicion of grand larceny by 
Detectives Charles Dugan and 
Clarence Gilroy of the West 47th 


street station. 

They arrested the saleslady on 
the complaint of Mrs. Carmen Rojas, 
wife of Nicholas Rojas, South 
American farmer and living at 316 
West 56th street. 

Miss Romm was charged with the 
alleged larceny of a necklace valued 
at 1,200 bolivars, or $450, American. 
Miss Romm resides 10 Fairview 
avenue, Washington Heights. 

The story told by the complain- 
ant was that she went to the shop 
to purchase some gowns. Tried on 
a few and was advised, she said, by 
the saleslady, to remove the neck- 
lace that was tearing the gowns. 

Mr. Rojas is a member of the 
Harvard Club, the police said. He 
was to meet his wife at the shop. 
Failing to come, Mrs. Rojas left 
the store promising to return the 
next day. She averred she failed 
to ask Miss Romm for the necklace. 

The saleslady denied she ever 
held the necklace. Magistrate 
Simpson #&tated that he felt there 
was lack of evidence and discharged 
Miss Romm. 





Miss Ruban Gets Summons 
Also Watch and Money 


Ruby Ruban, who asserts she was 
an actress, residing at 109 West 
48th street, is happy once again. 
Miss Ruban came to West Side 
Court and complained that she took 
a wrist watch to Maximilian Kee- 
han, a jeweler, of 836 6th avenue, 
ito have it repaired. 

Keehan has a small space in the 
store that is also occupied by a bar- 
ber. The actress was accompanied 
by Helen Lee, of 65 West 50th 
street, modiste. When Miss Ruban 
sought her timepiece she was in- 
formed by the repairman she had 
never left it. 

“Where is the receipt?” was the 
jeweler’s query. “You gave me 
none,” said Miss Ruban. When the 
watch was not forthcoming she 
went to West Side Court and ob- 
tained a summons. 

Magistrate William Dodge lis- 
tened to both sides. Miss Lee was 
a corroborating witness. Keehan 
decided to give Miss Ruban another 
watch with a sum: of money to boot. 
She accepted the bargain. She 
stated that her watch cost $50. 


Jewelry Thieves Punished 


For the theft of jewelry valued 
at $30,000 from Mme. Marie Rap- 
pold, opera, Michael Polinsky, alias 
Stephen Ream, and his common law 
wife, Marie Pardee, were sentenced 
to prison by Judge Francis X. Man- 
cuso of General Sessions. Polinsky 
was given a term of from three to 
six years in Sing Sing while the 
woman was sentenced to the peni- 
tentiary up to three years. Both 
had pleaded guilty to an indictment 
charging robbery in the second de- 
gree. 

The theft of the Rappold jewels 
occurred on Oct. 27, 1928, from the 
opera singer’s apartment in the 








Hotel Langwell, 121 West 44th 
street. The couple had been for- 
merly employed as servants by 
Mme. Rappold. While the latter 


with her daughter were asleep, the 
defendants gained entrance to the 
apartment. 

The couple were arrested last 
December in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
when the woman attempted to pawn 
one of the stolen pieces of jew- 
elry. Most of the remaining jewelry 
was found in a room occupied by 
the couple. 





5 and 10 Speaks 


Des Moines, Iowa, May 14. 

The Woolworth 5 and 10 and the 
Vim, a sporting goods house here, 
are defending proceedings’ since 
agents seized 1,347 bottles of bay 
rum at the Woolworth store and 10 
bottles at the Vim. 

This is the county attorney’s first 
action to make illegal the sale of 





bay rum that can be used as a 
beverage. 

Employees of the Woolworth 
company told liquor bureau opera- 
tives during the raid that the com- 
pany sells six cases of bay rum a 
| day. 


Disbarred Lawyer 
Gambler- Bought Stolen 
Property as Favor 


The name of the late Arnold 
Rothstein was brought into the trial 
of Eugene F. McGee, disbarred law- 


yer, and James W. Osborne, 2nd, 
attorney, accused of criminally re- 
ceiving stolen securities. McGee 


took the stand in General Sessions 
in his own defense and declared 
he had received the bonds from 
Rothstein after the latter had 
bought them for $13,400. The bonds 
were valued at $140,000. They were 
subsequently turned over to the 
owners by Osborne acting for Mc- 
Gee, who received a reward of 
$16,000. It is the contention of the 
state that the two defendants had 
kept the securities until a reward 
was offered. 

McGee on the stand said that 
Fanny Brice, then wife of Nicky 
Arnstein, had told him Vandiver 
was looking for Arnstein. Miss 
Brice was curious as to what Van- 
diver wanted. She asked McGee to 
find out. 

McGee on Stand 


*T called on Vandiver,” McGee 
testified. “I told him-I didn’t be- 
lieve Arnstein knew anything about 
the bonds or who had them. He 
asked me would I aid him to find 
the bonds. I told him that I had 
applied for reinstatement to the 
bar and I believed that with his aid 
I would be reinstated. I said I did 
not wish a penny for my work in 
trying to locate the bonds. All I 
wanted was to get back in good 
standing as a lawyer. 

“Leter I met Arnold Rothstein 
and told him the story. I asked him 


ing him that it would be the means 
of my reinstatement to the bar. 
Arnold demurred. I pleaded with 
him as a friend and he finally con- 
sented to aid me. 

“A few days later Rothstein said 
he thought he had located some of 
the stolen securities. 

“He had loeated all except six of 
the missing bonds, value amount- 
ing to $110,000. Vandiver asked me 
what I thought it would cost to 
recover them. I said about 10 per 
cent. of the value’ Later he in- 
formed me that the firm had set 
$17,000 as a reward. He expressed 
the wish that I would make $5,000 
on the transaction. I informed him 
I did not want a cent. That all I 
was interested in was my reinstate- 
ment. . 

“Rothstein called me on the phone 
and told me he had located all the 
bonds except one valued at $1,000. 

“‘How did you get them?” I 
asked Rothstein. 

Paid $13,400 

“T paid $13,400 for them in order 
to prevent a broker from taking 
them west,’ he said. ‘Had the broker 
taken them out of the state they 
would have never been recovered.’ « 

“I told him that I was broke and 
did not know when I would be able 
to return the $13,400. He replied 
that he knew that when I was re- 
instated as a lawyer I would pay 
him back and if I never paid him 
it would be all right with him.” 

McGee then engaged Osborne to 
return the bonds to Vandiver and 
receive a reward of $16,000. Os- 
borne later turhed this amount over 
to McGee, The latter paid Osborne 
$500 as a fee and McGee testified 
he paid back the money Rothstein 
had expended to obtain the securi- 
ties. 





Times Sq. Pastor Quits 


Rev. Dr. Charles E. Jefferson who 
has been pastor of the Broadway 
Tabernacle (Congregational) 
Church, 55th and Broadway, since 
1899, has resigned effective August 
29, 1930, his 70th birthday. 

His church is regarded as the 


in the Times Square zone and hz 
had but six pastors since its or- 
ganization in 1840. 





Eight boys from Columbia passed 
out completely at the opening of 
Harlem joint. They were derided by 
the Yale fellows, who never pass out, 
they say, but are more often ejected. 
Harvard revellers brag they are 
never thrown out, never pass out 
and deport themselves like gentle- 
men under the most adverse condi- 
tions. Yale men dispute this. They 
icontend the on!ty reason the Harvard 
|night clubbers aren’t thrown out is 
|that it would be certain homicide 
| since the boys are se fraii. 
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52 VARIETY 
Ben Glick is a partner in the Georgie Price and Morrie Ryskind 


scenic 


studio of P. Dodd Ackerman. 


Nine of the boys in the Rendez- 
vous band have cars. 

Gertie Purcell said to be having 
ap. op. 

Elinor Tierney better after auto 
crash. 


Bernard Sobel’s new sec. is Ruth 
Adleman. 


Hurdy-gurdy outside of Santly’s 
played Remick song hits. 

First lady hack driver in many a 
day driving around the square. 


leave for Paris, June 24, 
Paul Whiteman's 

Broadway at The 

day (21). 

The designer-artist incorporated 

and presented his youthful associate 


farewell to 
Tavern next Tues- 


with 25 per cent. of the stock. 
Lincoln Loper went abroad last 
week. Got a sort cf leave of ab- 


sence from his hangout. 

An agent received a phone call 
for a juvenile, salary $62.50, and re- 
plied: “I'll take the job myself.” 





Personal effects of the late Tex 








Rickard will be sold at 
starting today (Wednesday). 





Chink joint that was in Mayfair 
compete 


theatre closed. Couldn't 
with place next door in Claridge. 
Margaret Carlisle, late of Ambrs- 
sadeurs, Paris, now 
Club Richman floor. 
Walter Lippman, 


Joyce’s apartment. 


Park Central Hotel has hired two 
women detectives since losing eight 
to 10 long-lease guests as a result 


of the recent trouble. 


Mrs. H. B. Harris back from world 


cruise. Hurried home from Mediter- 


ranean because of serious illness of 


mother, Mrs. Wallach. 
John Anderson, 


auction 


warbling on 


who wrote a 
Preface to Morals, has taken Peggy 


New York Eve- 
ning Post critic, off to London this 


Wednesday, may 15, 1028 





week. Will cover English shows dur- 
ing vacation. 

Bert Hanlon, monologist, 
turned stock broker. Customers’ 
man with Morris and Smith in 
Times building. 

Gilbert W. Kahn, Otto’s ~eldest 
heir, is b.r.’ing Bela Blau, Inc., in 
show production venture. Blau is 
Columbia U. prof. 

Stews from the speaks in the 
Forties are finding their way around 
to the shooting galleries on 6th 
avenue. New repeating rifles make 
it easy for the boys to aim at a 
clay pipe and sink a battleship. 
The dandies are strutting along 
5th avenue in summer rags. Looks 
as if those multi-colored shoes are 
in this season. 

Holzman and Dorfman recently 
acquired an aviation account. Dorf- 





man told Holzmar. he'd do the writ- 


























We Warn You Superstitious People— 
“BEWARE OF THE PADDED CELL!” 


Something New in Nite Life—A Laugh a Minute 





MEYER HOROWITZ 
Announces the Opening May 20 of the NEW HOME of the 


Village Grove 
Nut Club 


“The Theatrical Mecca of New York” 
15 Barrow Street 


(in the Heart of Greenwich Village) 


FEATURING 


LEWIS B. DOLGOFF 
and 
HARRY MONTGOMERY 


MASTERS OF CEREMONIES 





Dancing from Nine until “3 o’Clock in the Morning” 


(Closed on Sundays) 


The Village Grove Nut Club Will Be on the Air Mondays and Thursdays 


as Usual 


WMCA and WMSG (N. Y.) and WELK (Phila.) 





Jaded Broadwayfarers Are Guaranteed a Laughfest at All Times 


“The wise mob are missing a laugh by not coming to the Village Grove Nut Club” 
—AREI GREEN in “Variety” 








ing, if Holzman would do the flying. 

Marion Swayne took Dot Peter- 
son's part in Chicago company of 
“Dracula,” when Dot decided to go 
to Europe for vacation. 

One columnist reported Ziegfeld's 
secretary as being a Miss Cohen. 
She says: “My name is Miss 
Goldie.” 

Fannie Brice closed at the Club 
Lido Saturday. Leaving for the 
coast shortly to make another pbic- 
ture for Warners. 


A. L. Erlanger has taken a house 
in Larchmont, N. Y. Has been re- 
siding at Lawrence, L. I., for many 
years. 

Louis Cohen, Universal’s great 
unloader, is back in New York. U 
operates around 300 theatres, on 
side streets and up alleys. Louie's 
job is to “ind them first and then get 
rid of em. He’s doing pretty well 
for Carl from accounts. 

From beginning to end of “Pleas- 
ure Bound” the other night, Phil 
Baker addressed the majority of his 
remarks down front to Jay Brennan. 


has 


a ——s 


— 


When the star was taking | his final 
bow he got a good slant at the 
guy in the second row and found 
he wasn't Jay. 


Orchestra of Spider Web, colored 
night club in Harlem, has a reper- 
toire of 32 negro spirituals sung 
nightly by four members of band 

Toto Night Club, Inc. (Irving Sil. 
ver and Mike Griffin) and Charles 
Murphy's restaurant, 251-7 West 
42d, on padlockee list. 

A speak in the 50's moved across 
the street recently, because of new 
construction. Cops helped 
carry stuff. 

Horace Liveright won't produce 
new show after all. Can't find any- 
thing he is certain will be a hit, 
That seems to be the trouble all 
around. 

Samson Raphaelson, one of the 
RKO Titans, who wrote “The Jazz 
Singer,” used to be University of 
Illinois prof and copy reader on 
morning daily. 

Speakeasy mandolin-singer, who 
stuffs all the greenbacks he collects 
inside his instrument, put the man- 
dolin in its case and walked home 
with night's receipts. When he got 
home, he opened up his stringed 
exchequer to count up. Found a 
ukulele with one hundred pennies 
inside. 

Elizabeth Dean, who wrote novel, 
“Easily Persuaded,” the best seller, 
dealing with show business, ap- 
peared in many New York produc- 
tions. Real name is Helen Jackson, 

Four “Whoopee” gals got talker 
tests for “Show Girl.” They are 
Jean Ackerman, Bobbe Weeks, Va- 
lerie Raenier and Elinor Hunt, 
Three brunets anc a blonde. 

Some of the T. S. subway leather- 
neck platform guards are types one 
doesn’t find in films, yet they are 
great for trying.to scrape up gal 
acquaintances. One old bird watches 
(Continued on page 53) 
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Glorifying the American Girl 
NEY AMSTERDAM. ‘The House Beautiful’ 
West 42 St. Erlariger Dillingham Zicefeld 
Me. Mir. Matinees WEI. and SAT 


EDDIECANTOR 
in “WHOOPEE” 


with ETHEL SUUTTA and All Star Cast 














Morris Gest, by arrangement with 
DAVID BELASCO, Presents 


U LENORE IC 
In 666 9? with Sidne LAST 
MIMA Slackmer’ WEEKS 
Thea. W. 44th. Eva, 8:30 
BELASCO Mats. Thur. & Sat., 2:30 





Fastest, Funniest Musical Show 


Lady Fingers 


with 
EDDIE BUZZELL & LOUISE BROWN 


, LIBERTY Th.,W.42d St. Evs.8:30\Good Seats 


Mats. Wed. & Sat. 2:30| $1 to $4 








—-THEATRE GUILD PRODUCTIONS— 
Through the 


rT 
4) Came Needle’s Eye 


By Frantisek Lorager 


Martia BECK Th., 45th St., W. of 8 Av. 
Evs. 8:50. Mats. Thurs. & Sat. 2:40 





IROXY & 


“THE VALIANT” 


William Fox Movietone and Dialog Hit 
On the Stage—A Notable Event for 
Music-Loving New York 





| LAST WEEK 


Man’s Estate 


By Bruce Gould & Beatrice Blackmar 
8:50 


BILTMORE ffi, Ti.“& Sci. 2:40 





LAST TWO WEEKS! 


CAPRICE 


A Comedy by Sil-Vara 


GUILD. ™:-._¥: 52d. Evs. 8:50 


Mats. Thur. & Sat. 2:40 





LAST WEEKS! 


STRANGE INTERLUDE 


By Eugene O'Neill 


Joha Thea., 58th, E. of B’y 
Golden Evgs. Only at 5:30 























7th Ave. and 50th St, 
Direction of S&S. Lae 
Rothafel (ROXY 


with PAUL 
MUN? 


Gilbert and Sullivan's “THE GONDOs« 
LIERS," with Soloists, Bailet and Roxy- 
ettes. “ON THE BEACH” and “I'M 
MARCHING HOME TO YOU." —Fox 
Movietonews. 





—€ 


B’way and 6lst St. 
Midnight Pic : ane s 


Nightly at 


Ks NOVARRO 
tue PAGAN 


n M-G-M Singing and Sound Hi 


On the "nae ‘FRILLS AND FANCIES,’ 






































Revue featuring DAVE SCHOOLER and ‘a 
Capitolians; 40 Chester Hale Girls; Peggy Taylor 
—Jack Randall Four; Maureen & Sonny; Dczse 
Retter and Sylvia Miller: Capitol Grand Orch.; 
VAN & SCHENCK in Metro Movietone. 
Warner Bros. 
Vitaphone Talking-Singing HITS 
ESERT|  wice 
SONG] » 
WARNER BROS. * 2:45-8:45 « 
THEATRE 
BROADWAY & 52d ST. EXTRA 
OAH’S| «*« 
ARK *“" 
SUNDAY 
WINTER GARDEN 
BROADWAY & 50th ST. 
| MARK Deluxe 
T R A N Midnite Shaw 
Nightly 11:30 


| B’way and 47th St. 
| 2nd WEEK AT POPULAR PRICES 


HEAR JOLSON TALK 


SING 


in “THE SINGING FOOL” 
with DAVEY LEE—The Wonder Child 
Regular Strand Prices—NO Advance 


FF PROCTORS| 


| DELUXE SHOWS | ) 
NEW EAST 

















Thurs, to Sat., May 16 to 18 





t 
86'S ROSCOE AILS 
and HIS GANG, ta Persoa 
THEA. MILTON SILLS in | With 
COR_LEX. AVE. “Love and the Devil’’ | Sound 
NEW EAST RADIO STARS REVUE 
. th , Whispering JACK SMITH 
i ee and 40 RADIO STARS 
= so MILTON SILLS in | With 
“Love and the Devil’’ | Sound 


Supreme Vaudeville—Pictures 
Continous Noen to ti P. M. Low Prices 








48th St. Evs. 8:50 
Matinees 2:30 


PLAYHOUSE ~; 


Matinees Every Week 
Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday 











STREET SCENE 

















U. S. Grand Jury will act this 
week on charges preferred by Hed- 
wig Carolynne Mueller that Walter 
Milton Phillips, concert singer, en- 
ticed her into a mock marriage and 
held her prisoner for more than 2 
month in a prairie cabin. Phillips 


is at pregent held on a technical 
charge of a violation of the Mann 
Act. 
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| Hollywood Chatter 





Ben Light dusting off the tvories 
preparatory to making a picture. 

Walter Catlett claims he has his 
gonsils wired for sound. 

William Boyd is in Hawaii for a 
month’s vacation. 


Era Briggs taking screen tests 
at R-K-O and M-G-M. 

Al Jolson goes to local shows 
incog. 

Ina Claire bought a $20,000 ward- 
robe which Pathe paid. 

Laura La Plante walks 40 blocks 
every morning before breakfast. 


Kathryn Crawford rides horses 
for breathing exercise. : 


Screen actor’s definition of love: 


“Something that starts at a party 
and ends up in the newspapers.” 


Four people injured in rush when 
commercial cameraman sets up his 
camera on Hollywood boulevard. 


Average of 24 chumps a night 
falling for the “movie school” racket 
at the Ferguson studios, 


Bill Ince was considered a great 
fencer in Hollywood but when he 
went to Paris he had to use guns. 


Late Fred Thompson bequested 
all his cowboy suits, spurs and 
paraphernalia to Charles Farrell. 


Ivan St. John, U publicity head, 
at opening of “Show Boat” in soft 
shirt and dinner coat. 


Joe Reddy, furthering reducing 
exercises, has added chicken raising 
to golf. 


Jeanie Macpherson holds a record 
for scenarists in writing 38 scripts 
for a single director—C. B. DeMille. 


Frank Ross, Brooklyn realtor, in 
town to take up acting for Para- 
mount. 


Starched chiffon is being used by 
the exclusive picture stars for 
lingerie and evening dress, 


Charlotte Henry is another Broad- 
way convert on the acting staff at 
Fox studios. 


Audience at Majestic cheers hero 
when he pulls the old “unhand her 
villain” line in “Streets of New 
York.” 


Hollywood song pluggers begging 
B. B. B. not to sing their songs. 
Wag suggested paying him to lay 
off the numbers, 

Charlotte Henry, ballyhooed as 
the 14-year-old stage genius, ar- 
rived in town to take up her work 
in Fox pictures. 


Fred Ahlert, songwriter, found an 
apartment, a car, and a job the 
morning of his arrival, just so he 
cov" golf in the afternoon, 

Leo Morrison is around town with 
car and chauffeur. As soon as he 
figures out the traffic system, Leo 
will drop the chauf. 

Henry Major, German artist, is at 
the studios making caricatures of 
execs and stars for a book. He 
works while they eat. 

Sign opposite Fox studios adver- 
tising “The Black Watch” reads: 
“William Fox—carry on or die in 
the attempt.” 

Harry Eddington, M-G producer 
who stood up for John Gilbert and 
Ina Claire, is now called Cupie on 
the lot. 

3ebe Daniels, attending a picture 
opening, microphone-shy, insisted 
the “mike” be moved away from 
her before she would pose for a still 
photograph with Ben Lyons. 

Unable to attend beaches, screen 
players of both sex can be seen 
taking sun baths on studio grounds 
to obtain that Hollywood duco tan 
finish. 

Arthur Ceas:.. :inally hooked on 
to an auto and a driver. The first 
day out the driver squawked he was 
hungry, so Arthur stayed in the car 
While his man dined. 

Leo Morrison, of the same stature 
and build as Carl Laemmle, Jr., was 
taking bows and accepting con- 
gratulations for the latter at the 
opening of “Show Boat” at the 
Biltmore. 

Woman member Shakespeare club 
hunted book stores in Hollywood 
and L. A. trying to find copy of 
“The Taming of the Shrew.” Dealer 
explained: “It's a picture, you 
know.” 

H. B. Warner read his own obit 
in an Australian newspaper, which 
had been sent to C. B. DeMille. 
Warner has not'set his death date 
though he is working in talking 
Pictures, 

Eddie Quillan took his family of 
10 to a preview of a picture, in 
Which he was appearing and wanted 
them all in on a pass. The man- 
agement thought differently. The 
Quillan family, Scotch, returned to 
their automobile Hollywoand 
without seeing the picture, 


end 


(Continued from page 52) 
for a flapper and kets her slip by 
the crowds and then tells her he 


will look for her when she passes 
again. 


New Frivolity Club, under the 
management of Arthur Swanstrom, 
songwriter, has passed out. Girls 
in the ©" ow had several weeks’ sal- 
ary coming at the blow-off. 


Somebody called the cops and an 
ambulance Monday on 45th street, 
opposite the Lambs, but not even a 
detective could discover who made 
the holler. 


Schrafts candy shop having elim- 
inated Lucky Strikes from its cig 
counter experimented during the 
last two weeks on patrons asking 
for “Luckies.” Attendant suggests 
to each Chesterfields and Pall Mall. 
Result showed 70 per cent. of 
“Luckies” customers will smoke any 
other brand. 


George Jessel, second vice-presi- 
dent of the Jewish Theatrical 
Guild, will preside at his own au 
revoir meeting on Tuesday at the 
Bijou, New York. 

Winifred Sackville Stoner, Jr., 
former infant prodigy, lecturer, ly- 
ceum attractions, etc., attached for 
$1,140 by Bruck-Weiss Millinery on 
a bill. 

Lois Meredith, carrying photo- 
graphs of herself, made by ap- 
pointment of the Royal House of 
Italy, arrived from abroad and is 
seeking a talker engagement. 

Earl Francis Peacox, the torch 
slayer, was formerly with the New 
York Times, in its radio depart- 
ment. He resigned last year, when 
assigned to the Byrd expedition. 

Jane Grant, recently divorced 
from Harold Ross, editor of the 
New Yorker, has had her face lift- 
ed. Miss Grant is the only sob 
sister on the New York Times, 

The Harlem snowballs are’ hitting 
the downtown theatre sections 
nightly, pulling their syncopated 
steps to hand clapping and acro- 
batics for throw money. It’s oke 
until the cop comes. 

“Courtesan,” Irving Kaye Davis’ 
“monodrama” of 14 characters, is 
not a protean play, explains the 
author, put merely a one-person 
drama with 13 other characters sug- 
gested by off-stage business. 

Alma Tell’s failure to prosecute a 
$3,500 salary claim against Interna- 
tional Film Service which has been 
dragging through the courts since 
1922, has been dismissed. It cost the 
actress 70 bucks in costs. 

A pest at the Polo Grounds ranges 
all over the stands and makes loud 
comment with aid of a megaphone. 
Everybody wants to take a sock at 
him, but the nut wears glasses for 
protection, Same guy is barred from 
the Yankee ball park. 

When Duke Elington and his Cot- 
ton Club orchestra pldyed the 
Palace, doubling at the Riverside, 
only one taxicab in town could be 
found which would hold the huge 
horn. The Duke promised the cabby 
extra dough for use of his hack. 
Riverside box office declined to pay 
other than meter charge. Hack 
stuck around all night trying to col- 
lect. Manager of the band finally 
came through. 

When Manny Seff heard that 
Ward Morehouse flew from London 
to Paris, he said: “If he can do it 
so can |.” The cognoscenti are hav- 
ing great laughs at the naive re- 
ports from Morehouse in his New 
York Sun column. Since the boy 
has never been abroad, it’s quite a 
novelty to him. The Broadwayites 
who know their continent get more 
laughs at Ward’s’ ingenuousness 
than in any other current column. 

Regular two-reel slapstick com- 

edy stuff in sedate office of manag- 
ing editor of morning rag the other 
afternoon, when make-up man six 
feet eight walked in on m. e., five 
feet one, and asked for vacation 
now instead of August. M. E. sore 
at the guy anyhow declined to give 
vacation until scheduled time. Big 
guy used some rough language 
which so incensed the m. e. he spill- 
ed a bottle of white paste all over 
himself. He fired the make-up man 
on the spot. 
Sunday seven mobs of youthful vi- 
rility were observed in the vicinity 
of Central Park east trying out the 
effects of their headdress. Most of 
the Broadway stores are selling the 
sets. Hats are so loud they could be 
advertised ‘With Sound Effects.” 

Direct from college campuses 
comes the new fad among the males 
—that of wearing a set of hats. The 
stores are selling them at four for 
$5. <A fellow gets a red, green, blue 
and lavender crusher in the outfit, 
or any other combination of colors. 
The boys are a bit timid yet wearing 
the blazing chapeaux, preferring to 





walk in small gangs along Fifth and 
Park avenue for protection. 





A Dog With Tricks 
Did Stuff in Court 


Julian Kahn, haberdasher, 410 
West 58th street, and Nancy 
O’Brien, of the same address, went 
walking with “Teddy,” 2nglish 
Manchester terrier on Mazda Lane. 
When they reached 53rd street, the 
canine broke. 

Miss O’Brien picked up the dog 
and carried him to a luggage store 
on 8th avenue and 56th street. 

Kahn and Miss OBrien were 
in the store when “Teddy” de- 
cided to see more of the Big Ster. 
He raced out of the store. Both 
Kahn and Miss O’Brien testified that 
they saw Elsie Cambridge, who 
stated she was a journalist and 
social worker, seize the dog. 

“I saw Miss Cambridge rip off 
his rhinestone collar and place 
‘Teddy’ under her coat. I de- 
manded my ‘Teddy’ and the collar. 
She refused to givee them up,” said 
the haberdasher. He then phoned 
for a cop and Big Eddie Duncan 
arrived, 





In Jail 

According to Kahn, Miss Cam- 
bridge stated that a friend of hers 
lost the dog two weeks ago and she 
would only turn the dog over to the 
Humane Society. Her refusal to re- 
turn the dog to Kahn resulted in 
Miss Cambridge spending the night 
in West 30th street station house. 

Magistrate George W. Simpson 
heard the facts and urged that 
“Teddy” be brought to court for 
identification. Court was amazed 
when he heard that “Teddy” could 
smoke and do things. The magis- 
trate placed the dog on his table 
and asked Kahn to have “Teddy” do 
his stuff, 

“Judge, when I turn to step off 
the witness stand, watch “Teddy.’” 
No sooner said than “Teddy” vault- 
ed over the bald head of Stenogra- 
pher Jack Zinman, who was taking 
copious notes. “That sounded like 
the Big Wind from Ireland,” said 
the astonished student of Pittman. 

“Teddy” held a cigaret in his 
mouth and did several other cute 
tricks in court. 

Kahn took his “Teddy” home. 


Chatter in Loop 








Inaccurate Biographies 
MARKS BROS. 
(Meyer and Louie) 

Twenty years ago your father 
broke an artery laughing at the 
merry antics of the Eight Marx 
Bros. Today you can laugh at only 
four of them, and St. John Ervine 
can’t even laugh at any Marx. 

What happened to the other four? 
Trade and Mark, for instance, broke 
away first and opened a cough drop 
plantation. Finding that their names 
looked even funnier than their pic- 
tures on the boxes—Trade Marx 
and Mark Marx—they changed the 
name to Smith and are now just a 
fair radio act. Meyer and Louie 
were next to break away from the 
act, opening a small picture house 
—the Broadway Strand—in Chica- 
go. 
But got nowhere. When they 
stood in the lobby trying to greet 
the incoming trade, people pointed 
derisively at them and laughed, 
thereby getting a free show. In vain 
Meyer and Louie pleaded that there 
was a better show inside. 

As an afterthought, Meyer and 
Louie built the large Granada the- 
atre on the north side, and stood 
in the lobby with their beards shav- 
ed and their names changed to 
Marks. It worked. They soon had 
enough mortgages on the house to 
build a larger theatre—the Marbro. 

Now all they had to do was find 
pictures to play. Meyer decided that 
Paramount releases might do in a 
pinch and started to buy a few of 
the best ones. To his surprise he 
found that he might be able to get 
a Paramount quickie in 1958 if Bal- 
aban &“Katz go out of show busi- 
ness by then. He tried First Nation- 
al, Metro, Warners and others and 
had the same slightly irritating re- 
sults. 

“Well,” said Louie, “how are we 
going to break it to our public that 
we haven't any good picture?” 

“Easy,” said Meyer. He sat with 
a pad of paper before him und 
scratched. And the next day all the 
dailies carried the gentle confession 
in bold-face ads: 

“Marks Bros.,” it announced, 
“will play the best pictures of the 
year!” 

“Who will know, murmured 


” 





| Meyer contentedly, “that we mean 


Lasi ,i90s7" 





Bootleg Cock Fighting 
Prevalent Around N. Y. 


Interest in the bootleg sport of 
cock fighting hag been increasing in 
the east lately, with the number of 
spots now available reported to be 
double those operating at this time 
last year, 

Reports, while not too authentic, 
are that from 10 to 15 pits are cur- 
rently running in New York and 
vicinity. Majority are in the sub- 
urbs. Best known arena is on Long 
Island, and getting a nightly at- 
tendance of 250. 

Average admission is $3 and the 
usual high betting odds _ prevail. 
That most of the pits carry as 
many as a dozen bookmakers is re- 
garded by cock fight enthusiasts as 
an indication of prosperity, 

= % 








CHI JAI-ALAI RAID 


Fronton Now Operating Without 
Mutuel Gambling 








Chicago, May 14. 

Chicago's most fanciful and popu- 
lar gambling sport, the Jai-Alai 
games at the Rainbo Fronton, was 
summarily raided by State’s At- 
torney Swanson, following the ex- 
piration of an injunction under 
which the games were operating. 

Frank Markenstein, general man- 
ager, and Max Kresselheimer, house 
manager, were arrested, along with 
two gamblers. 

Case is now under advisement be- 
fore Judge McCarthy, with decision 
set for June 11. 

Meanwhile the games continue on 
a 60c admission with the mutuel 
machines dark. 

The place was expecting to close 
in a few weeks anyway, regardless 
of police interference, for the sum- 
mer. Police action, it is said, was 


prompted by complaints of the 
clergy. 





25,000 Record Attendance 


For Chi Stadium Fight 


Chicago, May 14, 

Friday night’s fight card at the 
Chicago Stadium, headed by Tony 
Canzoneri and Andre Routis, 
featherweight champ, broke every 
indoor boxing record in this town. 

Capacity crowd of 25,000 turned in 
around $90,000 at the gate, 

It was the first show making 
money for the Stadium since open- 
ing, The recent Walker-Loughran 
champ battle there was a bust. 





TENNIS TROPHY PLAY 
Los Angeles, May 14. 

With Francis Perrett and Martin 
Cornica, ace players of the Para- 
mount studio tennis team now on 
the Fox payroll, the Fox studios 
are challenging the Paramount team 
to a match for the Chester Conklin 
tennis trophy. 

This trophy is open to all coast 
studio teams and has been held 
for several months by Paramount. 





. Lawyer Declared In 


Julian T. Abeles okayed things 
for Milton D, Crandall’s bunion bal- 
let at the Garden with the Health 
Commissioner, and Crandall, in ap- 
preciation, is giving the Broadway 
barrister 5 per cent. of the gross. 

Abeles, as unofficial adviser, also 
arranged for Mike Speciale’s or- 
chestra to officiate, the comment be- 
ing in favor of the brand of dance 





KAPLAN BEATS WALLACE 
AND EVENS OLD SCORE 


But Berg-Flowers Semi-Final 
Is More Exciting 


By JACK PULASKI 


The Garden does not expect to 
stage anything very important prior 
to the Schmeling-Paulino match 
which will be outdoors. However, 
last Friday the fair sized gcather- 
ing of fight bugs again got the 
money’s worth when Louis Kid 
Kaplan, of Meriden, outpointed 
Billy Wallace, of Cleveland. That 
evened the score because Billy 


k.o.ed the Kid a couple of years 
ago. He was favored in the betting 
eight to five. 

The match was supposed to mean 
something for both boys, there be- 
ing talk of matching the winner 
with Sanimy Mandell for the lght- 
weight title,,.now that the planned 
title tilt with Ray Miller appears to 
be cold (because of his weak show- 
ing against Jimmy McLarnin in 
their second meeting). Question- 
able whether Wallace or Kaplan 
would draw against the champ. 
Louis was once holder of the 
feather title which he outgrew, He 
is now in the lightweight class and 
scaled at 134 pounds. 

Kaplan brought a _ surprise by 
felling Wallace late in the first 
round with a clean left hook. The 
stumpy little fellow was in a 
grouch, straightened out suddenly 
and landed on the button. Billy's 
dome hit the canvas and if it had 
not been near bell time, might have 
been curtains. 

The Kid is a neckless fellow and 
not so easy to hit although his 
whole map is caulied plenty. His 
style is keeping in close and Wal- 
lace let him fight that way with 
the result that he took many rights 
to the short ribs and not a few lefts 
to the face, 
six rounds without doubt and went 
on to a further lead. Wallace 
seemed to be trying hard in the 
final rounds but was clearly out- 
fought. 

Flowers-Berg Hot 

The semi-final scrap between 
Bruce Flowers, the New Rochelle 
colored boy, and Jack Kid Berg, of 
England, was a sizzler. It had the 
fans out of their seats at the end 
of the first round. No such a sock- 
ing session has been staged in 
years. It started when Berg clip- 
ped Flowers with a right to the face 
in the first few seconds. The boys 
belted each other with both hands 
and at the end of two minutes they 
seemed to have punched themselves 
out. 

Yet the pace was maintained for 
virtually all the 10 rounds. It was 
one tough evening for Bruce, a 
really clever boxer and pretty good 
hitter too. This Berg person, how- 
ever, Was an eyeful. He kept both 
hands going round after round, took 
several hard socks to the chin and 
waded right in again, his stamina 
being exceptional. At the finish 
both lads appeared to be little the 
worse for the combat. Decision 
went to the English lightweight. 
He deserved it on points and will 
probably grab himself plenty of 
dates on the strength of the show- 
ing. 

The first ten-rounder was be- 
tween Joe Glick and Luis Vicentini, 
both of whom had been finalists in 
the Garden heretofore. The 
Chilean’s vaunted right hand found 
a mark now and then without doing 
much damage. Glick won the fight 
on points principally thpeugh his 
more accurate left mit, 





On the 


Square 





Cigar Store Gambling 
The majority of the cigar stores on or around Broadway, go in heavily 


for side gambling. Favorite is the 


punch board. Each chance costs a 


dime with numbers ending in zero winning 50c; numbers ending with 


five win 25c. 


Two kinds of slot machines in some stores, one playing nickels, the - 


other, supposedly, a penny fortune telling machine, pays according to 


the amount played. 


also popular. Bustness great. 


If a nickel is played, the returns pay at the most, 
a dollar, and a play of 50 cents makes possible a $10 win. 


Dice games 





Didn’t Eat Trained Goose 
A damage action nearly followed the recent trip of Douglas Fair- 
banks to New York. When boarding the train at Los Angeles, Fairbanks 
found a goose in his drawing room, placed there as a practical joke 


by Sid Grauman. 
Fairbanks party carried it along. 


Instead of throwing the goose off of the train, the 


The joke then shifted to the other end, as the goose is a trained studio 


bird at a daily wage rate and valued by its trainer at $10,000. 


When 


no goose was returned to him, he made mad at Sid, who wired Fair- 


banks en route to send the goose back—Jjust a joke. 





Fairbanks wired 


sorry but they had just eaten the goose for dinner, 


Kaplan copped the first 4 
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Uncommon Chatter 





By Ruth Morris 





Cultivating the New York 

Now that the American is closed, 
this Chatterer is beginning to cul- 
tivate the New York theatre as the 
home of bigger and bummer amuse- 
ment. Plus the two features offered 
as part of a day’s program, there 
are the announcements of coming 
attractions which go on for days 
and, if you're lucky, there’s apt to 
be some kind of an audience fight 
on the side. 

Last Tuesday’s bill contained an 
unprogrammed row between two 
members of the audience: it started 
as a politely wordy battle and then 
developed into real fisticuffs by 
having one gentleman inform the 
other that he was “going to knock 
the h--- out of him.” Just at that 
moment the official bouncer came 
along and gave both contenders a 
rushing exit, which £ stopped 
the fun. , 

The first of the two features was 
a western film titled “Manhattan 
Cowboy.” Judging from everything 
but photography, it might have 
been taken in 1910. It was all about 
the tenderfoot who was sent west 


by his father to toughen up. He 
arrived from New York in complete 
cowboy make-up, and after being 
on the ranch 10 minutes if he’d been 
any tougher would have eaten the 
film. Oh, lots of fun. 

The second was a sobber about 
mother love, with Irene Rich being 
the poor harassed lady who pre- 


her son know that his mother was 
mone other than the disreputable 
Shanghai Rose. Of course, his 
father turned out to be the. District 
Attorney....and it all ended very 
happily by Shanghai Rose making 
the grand gesture of drowning. 
Really, a delightful afternoon. 





Heavy Comic Opera 


Gilbert & Sullivan week at the 
Roxy. Done in the heavy-handed 
cathedral manner, but no amount 
of heavy production can spoil the 
lovable melodies. Attractive stage 
picture in the motley costumes 
against a misty sky. 

Roxyettes opening the second act 
with what is programed a 
Tarentelia but looks more liké a 
Tarantula and is otherwise a regu- 
lation precision number. So Gil- 


jgreen spot light and making per- 
fectly horrible faces. Judging from 
the contortions of the pair, absinthe 
makes the heart grow fonder. 

Reid and LeVere, violinist and 
banjoist, the latter admittedly play- 
ing for his own amusement. One of 
them doing trim, precise taps.... 
Morris & Campbell. Opening with 
a talking film introduction, the 
characters later rushing through 
the audience, onto the stage, into 
the film and back again. Swell 
idea, amusingly worked out. 





Vamp Steals Honors 


“Gentlemen of the Préss” works 

nto a very entertaining picture, 
with Walter Huston featured as the 
newspaperman who just couldn't 
break away from the game. 
Kay Francis is the cold-hearted 
vamp—and a very attractive and 
well-groomed one. Her frocks are 
all worn with that certain quelque 
chose. Betty Lawford, not flat- 
tered particularly by the camera, is 
sweet and appealing as the news- 
paper man’s daughter. The show- 
ing of childhood pictures which 
must actually have been taken from 
Miss Lawford’s own mem book, was 
a cute idea, 





Stage Color 


The Paramount....The Jesse 
Crawfords doing twin solos in honor 
of Mother’s Day. Mrs. Crawford 
in a becoming gown of chartreuse 
....-Presentation, “Fifth Avenue,” 
opening with a display in an an- 
tique shop window providing oppor- 
tunity for various dances in lovely 
costumes. Those with bright blue 
ruffs, silved-edged, particularly at- 
tractive....Shifting back drops ef- 
fect change to a toy shop, with Jack 
Powell emerging for his humorous, 
rhythmic and utterly delightful 
drum obbligatoes. Next, “Per- 
fumes” for a lovely RaSch number 
and an adagio trio with two new 
tricks that are hair-raising. There’s 
nothing left for adagio dancers to 
do now but break a leg....Pet 
Shop introducing an assemblage of 
beautiful white puppy dogs. One 
little pup, no bigger than an atom, 
looks heartbreakingly pathetic alone 
on the big Paramount stage. A 
darling act....Usher roping off two 
adjoining seats with great care— 
Royalty must be coming. Where 
have they been keeping Rudy Val- 
lee all this time, At last, here he 
is in a music shop background. Oh, 
heart, be still....Reaily think that 
what most people take for his shy- 
ness is an overwhelming conceit.... 





bertian. ... Divertissements, with 
a delightful pantomime in sil- 
houettes done by Massine and the 
Misses Flower, La Tonge and 
Porter. “On the Beach,” offering a 
display of attractive bathing suits 
and sports wear. 

Nice soprano solo by Ethel 
Wright and a nicely executed ball 
dance by Patricia Bowman.... 
Third number, a repetition of the 
Marching Home song of last week. 
Effective and a good prelude to this 
week’s film, “The Valiant.” 





An Impossible Lover 

Little Carnegie Playhouse is giv- 
ing its patrons a peek into the love- 
life of good old Casanova in a 
French film called “The Loves of 
Casanova.) It is a boring, long- 
drawn picture detailing one con- 
quest after another of the famous 
Venetian Lothario. 
, Only a kind scenarist could have 
made the ladies tumble for the hero 
as depicted on the screen; he’s a 
cad and a fop, a fellow of little 
charm who isn’t even good-looking. 
His one virtue is in his confession 
that he never allows either an em- 
press or a peasant girl to be in- 
sulted in his presence, 

Some of the court scenes are 
quite lovely, with a display of 


_ period costumes in color, and there 


are scenes of Venice in carnival 
time, constantly interesting and 
bright. Otherwise, nothing. 





. 


Absinthe at State 

Loew’s State....Kay, Hamlin 
and Kay, opening in one as two 
song-and-dance men and a comic. 
Must be acrobats—those tuxedos 
are a dead give away. Romaine & 
Castle doing a black-face Savoy and 
(Brennan. The female impersonator 
wearing the most terrific costume 
outside the Zoo. . . . Gaston, Aradin 
& Co. Upens with a doii dance ivi- 
lowed by an adagio. At last Joe 
Absinthe himself, surrounded by a 


But he’s grand when he sings with 
that slithering beautiful tone. 
Final in a jewelry shop, heavy 
with old gold and crimson velvet, 





5 and 10 Celebrates 

Mr. Woolworth’s V and X em- 
poriums will celebrate, sometime 
between May 1 and May 25, their 
50 anniversary, in honor of which 
there are all sorts of alluring sales 
going on in the stores about town. 
The house-wife who selects her 
crockery and glass-ware from Wool- 
worth 20th century patterns would 
do well to look into some of the 
bargains. 

The de luxe store on Fifth avenue 
is always a lot of fun. Its Amer- 
ica’s Bagdad market. The base- 
ment, with its pots and pans and 
kitchen gadgets, is strictly dedi- 
cated to utility. There is also a 
lunch counter and a cafeteria. 

The main floor mixes common 
sense with touches of frivolity with 
its mixture of candy and candles, 
lace hankies and wash cloths, neck- 
ties, writing paper, perfumed soap, 
snappy garters and fascinating junk 
jewelry. And where, except in 
Woolworth’s, could one find a book 
counter that still glorifies, at 10c 
per glorification, the works of Hora- 
tio Alger? 

The second floor gets downright 
luxuriou: with fussy glass-ware, up- 
holstery trimming and yards of 
curtain goods, complete with ruffles 
and embroidery. , Even dress ma- 
terials and trimming may be ob- 
tained. Over on one side are per- 
fectly terrific artificial flowers, 
some parafined and looking as 
though they should be under the 
glass protectors of the nineties. 
Nature, unglorified, enters the sec- 
ond floor in the shape of nasty- 
looking dark-brown bulbs. In proof 
that these may some day be on the 
up-and-up, there is displayed a 
saimpie of luscious-smcling water 
hyacinth, blooming in a bowl. Good 
old Vee and Ex. 
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Get a Lead! 


What the Hollywood man- 
about-town is wearing: 
Black Facisti shirts 
Fancy sport shoes, summer 
and winter 
Berets 
Riding breeches for all ac- 
tivities 
Purple, pink, red, blue hats 
Black polo shirts with navy 
blue suits and camelshair top- 
coats for semi-formal evenings 
Painstakingly - fitted suits 
with shirts open at the neck, 
no tie 
Suspenders exposed rigor- 
ously—worn on the outside of 
sweaters, which are tucked in- 
side the trousers. 
Polo coats, 
belted 
Navy blue shirts with light 
suits 
Collars unbuttoned, 
much he-man 
White shirts with black col- 
lars accompanied by white 
satin bow ties 
Cherry-red satin shirts 
Silk jersey polo shirts with 
full sleeves gathered into a 
tight cuff Russian fashion 
Slave bracelets 
Suspenders painted 
girls’ pictures 
Turquoise blue knickers 
Suits relentlessly British in 
cut—such chesty coats—such 
slim loins—such padded shoul- 
' ders—such nipped-in waist- 
lines—such pleated trousers. 


Hollywood Styles 


At the Studio 
Florence Eldridge, working on 
“The Studio Murder Mystery” (Par), 
wears a smart evening costume 
simple in line, relying on its rich 
detail to give an effect of lavishness. 
The dress, which has sleeves, is 
made of a soft Bianchini metal bro- 
cade. It is cut with a low square 
neck, long waisted bodice and mold- 
ed hipline. Skirt has circular drapes 


full, tightly 


very 


with 














antique ruby and gold ensemble 


jewelry accompanying the freck 
makes, it interesting.’ There is a 
heavy gold necklace, a ruby clasp 
for the belt, and bracelets in_ the 
same design attached to the sleeves. 

The cloak is made of dusty red 
velvet, short, with wide sleeves, 
cuffs and bottom banded with prod- 
igal quantities, of sable. 


Fay Compton, imported to play 
opposite Adolphe Menjou in “The 
Concert,” is petite with soft auburn 
hair. Her daintiness is enhanced in 
a black souffle evening frock made 
over a slim black satin slip. It is 
trimmed with swirling medallions 
of shiny silk braid, which are 
placed on the uneven hem-line of 
the skirt, and also hang from tabs 
on the bodice, simulating a bolero. 

Wrap for this costume is of black 
velvet, collared in black fox, with 
three diminutive capes attached to 
the shoulders with cartridge pleat- 
ing. The bottom of the wrap has a 
full ruffle attached with cartridge 
pleating too. The ensemble has an 
“up-in-front” line which adapts it- 


self gracefully to Miss Compton’s 
carriage, 


Eleanor Boardman’s return to the 
screen in “Redemption” finds her 
improved by: an assurance and ma- 
turity in the individuality of ap- 
pearance she chooses for herself. In 
a black chiffon velvet negligee, with 
a long circular train and circular 
ruffles on the sleeves, she achieves 
an intangible quality of remoteness 
which is really alluring. 

Betty Compson plays the title role 
in “The Viennese Charmer.” At the 
opening, a cafe scene, she wears a 
night club version of a peasant cos- 
tume, designed by Walter Plunkett, 
in yellow mousseline de soie, pearls, 
rhinestones, gold and silver. It has 
an apron and a peasant headdress 
(not meant for service) made of 
silver cloth, lace, and pearls. The 
bodice is nothing to speak of, while 
the very full, demurely long skirt 
is banded with gold ribbon in in- 
creasing widths. However, when the 
lights change her transparent cos- 
tume kindly reveals Betty in snug 
fitting trunks of silver cloth, 

Mrs. Albert Lewin wrapped a 
gold cloth circular cloak, lined with 
petunia velvet, over her blue moire 


franl 
sPCCs , Fe seae 


“ahs” from the throng when she 
entered her car wearing green chif- 





longer in the back, of course. The |’ 


| 





Gray Matter 


By Mollie Gray 


(TOMMY GRAY’S SISTER) 





Palace Dressing 

Pale blue Monday at the Palace. 
Roy Cummings, assisted by a cute 
blond in some white fringe and a 
coat of tan, got laughs but he over- 
did the encores. 

“Lights and Shadows” included a 
Narge singing and dancing troupe. 
Finale in the French Revolution pe- 
riod has been used before but is 
worked up to dramatic finish. Too 
long. Adagio trio, not programmed, 
splendid in the finale, 

Maryon Vadie Dancers were cute 
as chickens in yellow tulle ruffles 
and again in bathing suits of many 
colors with matching crepe cape and 
gold belts. For this Mr. Tillis be- 
came a life guard, rightly enough, 
but Miss La Rue chose black vel- 
vet and spangles for her beach at- 
tire. 2 

Miss Lynn Canter again chose 
black satin for office wear in her 
familiar sketch with Al Shean but 
a lovely yellow taffeta and ruffled 
tulle was very becoming, all floral 
decorations on the taffeta. Mme. 
Nicolina with Kuznezoff added her 
voice but more to the scenery in 
blue taffeta, yellow shawl, red beads 
and slippers and many bracelets. 





Gilbert Looks Cute 
John Gilbert in khaki shirt, shorts 
and rolled stockings, looks like a 
Boy Scout who got mad and decided 
not to do a good deed for two days. 
In “Desert Nights” Mary Nolan de- 
serves attention for keeping inter- 
est alive. 
Henrietta Frazer frocked herself 
becomingly in a chiffon gown two- 
tone with sleeves caught only at the 
shoulder and reaching the hem. 
Waist deep back decolletage V 
shape. All others were white, an 
ensemble with three-quarter-length 
coat embroidered, hand bag match- 
ing. A short packet had checked 
tuxedo collar and linked cuffs and 
wide white leather belt; another a 
dark silk scarf, matching band of 
silk on a white felt hat, dark stock- 
ings with white slippers, the skirt 
stitched diagonally across the front, 
making the pleated hem a little 
higher where the lines crossed. 
John had his moment in a white 
dinner jacket with satin lapels, but 
those shorts. 





“Singing Fool” Clothes 
Josephine Dunn, in “The Singing 


: Fool,” wore black and Betty Bron- 


son wore light colors. Miss Dunn's 
light silk nightgown had a top of 
black lace covering one shoulder 
and a short untrimmed coat. Betty’s 
dark silk frock used ruching of the 


same silk to edge it’s overskirt and 
deep collar. , 





Miss Dawson in Crepe 

“Hot Stuff” is one of those two- 
reel collegiates stretched into a 
feature. Alice White is the silly 
little co-ed. Her skating outfit was 
a light sweater, dark skirt and a 
smart tweed coat whose only collar 
was the scallops that edged the 
whole front. 

Doris Dawson supplied the fem- 
inine beauty, especially in a black 
silk crepe with elbow length cape 
and white satin revers. Another 
Gark silk frock had white pleated 
collar and the same lining the self 
ruffle that served the cuffs. 





Oginska at Capitol 

Capitol’s “Frills and Fancies,” set 
like a birthday cake in a valentine 
frame, was short and sweet. Most 
amusing number was the “gradua- 
tion of the Hale school’ when Nina 
Oginska, in pink skirt, led the 
“class” dressed in long white dress- 
es over ruffled pantalettes, their 
faces hidden by silly looking puffed 
cheeked masks under childish hats. 

There was a “French Cancan” of 
the '80’s with the girls showing in 





fon to set off her blond hair. 
When “Mary Dugan” opened at 
the Criterion, M-G-M turned out 
en masse. Norma Shearer graciously 
received plaudits in a floaty, filmy 
gown of bois de rose souffle deco- 
rated with two sprays of fern in 
sequins, designed for her by Adrian. 
Lilyan Tashman, always looked-to 
in Hollywood for chic, did not dis- 
a.point when she took her bow in 
& smart dress of starched white 
chiffon, cut generously low in back. 
A Venetian Fortuny wrap main- 
tained Eleanor Boardman’s reputa- 
tion for artistic individuality, and 
Jcan Crawford chewed gum with 
distinction, in midnight-blue lace 





over cerisé, 





addition to the colored ruffled lin. 
ing of the skirts, long black gar. 
ters. 





Renee in “Pagan” 

Ramon Novarro is just good 
enough for the theme song in “The 
Pagan.” Renee Adoree was splen- 
did as the woman who helped 
Ramon rescue Dorothy Janis, whose 
long hair was a great help. Renee 
wore tight dresses and feather hats, 
Dorothy the wrap-around calicoes. 
Ramon wore an air of innocence 
and the makings of a necktie. 





“Peacock Fan” Gowns 
Chesterfield Day at the New York. 
“The Peacock Fan” turned out 

to be the murderer in a slow mo- 
tion investigation. Rosemary Theby 
is first assistant to the fan, wear. 
ing an ermine wrap trimmed with 
many tails over a satin gown 
reaching the floor in back. On a 
dark silk frock the white bertha 
collar was pleated. 

Dorothy Dwan was the plainly 
dressed suspect, a light fur coat 
the night of the murder and a black 
suit and red fox scarf later. Her 
hat was good looking with a laced 
effect on the right side of the crown 
that ended with a tiny white flower 
under the brim. 





Ann Christy’s Ensemble 

“Just Off Broadway” uses a new 
star in the close-ups, the street 
signs of its namesake. They got 
in more often than Ann Christy or 
DeSacia Moores. Miss Moores’ black 
velvet gown looking as overworked 
as some of the lines. 

Ann wore her dark hair in a mass 
of tiny curls very becoming to her, 
In a light and dark satin ensemble 
with scarf collar she looked nicer 
than in the heavily beaded black 
gown of the club, but bead gowns 
are as necessary to clubs as pro- 
hibition. 





Nancy Dances 

Nancy Carroll plays the Good 
Samaritan to Charles Rogers in the 
opening bars of “Close Harmony.” 
Nancy looked nicest in the black 
satin suit with white tuxedo collar 
and blouse, black velvet bag and 
hat. Her light satin one was heav- 
ily fur trimmed and a light velvet 
ensemble had its three-quarter 
length coat collared in sables in a 
single row to the hem, the dark 
fur giving character that light cose 
tumes usually lack in pictures. 

She danced in two-tone ostrich 
plumes skirting a crepe bodice 
beaded in a conventional pattern in 
front but in dots in back, more 
ostrich serving around her wrists 
one time and her upper arm an- 
other. Quite a successful little plote 
ter even if one scheme did fail her. 





Plaid Frock 

Colleen Moore gets in a rather 
satisfying speech blaming men for 
the girl styles in modes and morals 
in “Why Be Good?”, but, like more 
of their trimming, it is biased. After 
three years in the men’s depart- 
ment in a store Colleen couldn't be 
expected to know that usually one 
doesn’t wear a spangled cap with 
a plaid frock unless that is just 4 
part of the “I'll do as I like” cult. 
Neil Hamilton, who acted like & 
truant officer, expressed his wor- 
ship in wardrobes of many draws 


4 ers, each containing part of a come 


plete evening costume from pearls 
to diamond heels. The wrap of 
taffeta shirred to the hips where 
fringed ruffles completed it, the 
gown of crepe with a bead orna- 
ment below the V decolletage in 
front and self bow at the back of 
the neck. 

Every star has her dance these 
days and Colleen gave a good ex- 
hibition of the meeting of the knees. 





Burlesque Presentations 

“Dreams of Hawaii,” as inter- 
preted at the Capitol, must mean 
a head hunting complex. Chester 
Hale Girls used more heads than @ 
box of tacks during the numbers. 
Costumes are novel and colorful. 
One set had four square skirts, @ 
head on both sides of their own 
faces, two more on their hands and 
a painted face covering the whole 
front of the bodice. 

Opening number in front of a 
pretty light green curtain. 

Set very effective with its black 
glazed palm trees and leaves out- 
lined in red. A big moment is when 
the giris support a variety of super- 





structures, dripping silk fringe or 
feathers. 
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Legit season having arrived at its 
dull period, it was noted that num- 
ber of stage actors going into pic- 
tures had reached large proportions. 
Stage players had gotten over the 
idea that screen work injured their 
professional standing. 





Picture studios also were said to 
be pulling the best show directors 
from the theatre with the lhre of 
big money. 





Only one stage piece was in re- 
hearsal, the new Winter Garden 
show, aimed for summer run. 





David Warfield had enjoyed but 
indifferent success with his revival 
of “The Auctioneer” and was in 
search of a new play. He confided 
to friends that his ambition was to 
create a new idea of Shylock. 





De luxe trade showings of pic- 
tures were a feature of the times. 
The Italia Company paid $500 for 
the use of the Hotel Astor grand 
ballroom. to show its super film, 
“Cabiria,” to an invited audience. 





Straight grind film housese were 
tending toward the picture-and 
specialty show type. New York 
theatre, under William Morris, was 
negotiating with Harry Fox for 
month’s engagement, apparently the 
genesis of the m, c. idea. 





Proctor’s New York houses had 
been playing four shows a day and 
now went into the three-a-day for 
the summer. 





State rights market was in good 
condition. Illinois territory paid 
$20,000 for “Neptune’s Daughter,” 
starring Annette Kellerman, 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 








Mention is made of a new illusion, 
“Cutting a woman in two,” used as 
a side show with the newly organ- 
ized tent outfit of Ben Potter, open- 
ing in Richmond, Va. 





William Gillette made his first ap- 
pearance in his first effort as a 
dramatist. It was “The Professor,” 
making its premiere in Columbus, O. 





Henry Irving didn’t go quite so far 
as staging Shakespeare in modern 
plus fours, but he was regarded as 
exponent of startling effects. He had 
just staged “Lady of Lyons” at the 
London Lyceum, setting aside all 
traditions by wearing a hunting coat 
instead of a velvet jacket in Claud 
Melnotte’s first entrance. Also, he 
put some Cohanesque effects in the 
fourth act when Claud rushes out 
to enlist, the stage being occupied 
by flying flags as the Republican 
army passes. 





Sarah Bernhardt, having tried 
sculpture, painting, poetry and bal- 
loon ascensions, now engaged to 
write art critiques for a new Paris 
daily, 





Louise Linden advertises that she 
is “the greatest and only lady saxo- 
phone soloist in the world,” this be- 
ing one of the rare references to 
that now ubiquitous instrument in 
Clipper files. 





Forepaugh circus claimed to have 
the largest stand of paper ever 
hung. Bill posters covered a space 
152 by 12 feet on the high fence sur- 
rounding the site of the new State 
House in Indianapolis, where the 
circus was dated. 





Business of liquidating a stock 
must have been a complicated affair 
in that far-off day. Annowncement 
is made that W. E. Sheridan, lead- 
ing man of the resident company at 
the Chestnut St. Opera House, 
sila. will seli his and 
carriage in preparation to leaving 


» — 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


“Phipps,” the Metro-Movietone featuring Lowell Sherman, which 
played at the Embassy, New York, last December, has been renamed 
“Nearly Divorced.” It is claimed the former title held no box office value. 








An ex-toreador and stage actor from the Argentine blew into Holly- 
wood a few years ago and posed as a South American screen star. He 
was given screen tests and small parts by various studios until he be- 
came fairly successful as a bit player of Latin parts. Then the talkers 
came upon the horizon and the actor found himself on the other side 
of the fence due to his Spanish accent. This adversary compelled him 
to seek other means of a livelihood. He hired out as a professional 
bridge gigolo. He met a rich widow who owned a string of hotels in 
the northwest. The widow was nearing the half century in age, had 
ambitions to become a screen actress. Through this ambition the actor 
played on her weakness, and sold her the idea of making a great Spanish 
epic. 

Since the picture is to be an all talker and will cost around $250,000 
to make, it is necessary for the widow to learn how to speak Spanish 
before she can play the heroine part opposite the young actor. This 
is now being attempted with the actor teaching the widow to speak 
Spanish while she is paying him $500 a week for the lessons and work 
of preparing their forthcoming picture venture. Meantime the actor is 
counting on the fact that the budget of 250 grand allowed by the widow 
will be used up in salary to him before the old dame can master the 
Spanish language, as he is content as long as the weekly check is 
forthcoming. 





The day of featuring the star's name above that of the picture seems 
to have passed. In a recent Variety one of the front picture companies 
had a double page advertising a forthcoming production. Credits were 
given to director, music writer, scenario writer, etc. None of the names 
of the players appearing in the picture was mentioned, 





A close second to Charlie Pettijohn in globe trotting is Pete Woodhull. 
Pete will go anywhere to deliver an after-dinner speech, providing ex- 
penses are assured. Charlie is always certain of his but Pete can take 
no changes, being several blocks away from the home office. Pete 
returned a few days ago from his latest, a convention in Little Rock. 
Arguments over the sound situation kept him away for 12 days, longer 
than he expected. About 100 indie exhibs from Arkansas, Mississippi 
and Tennessee partook of the food and speeches, he reports. 





Paramount, in allotting 100,000 shares of its common stock for em- 
ployes to purchase under an installment plan of payment, thought it had 
amply provided for all possible requests. When the answers were 
counted, a total of 140,000 shares by employes had been subscribed. 

No strings attached to the employes’ stock. It may be fully paid for 
at once or settled on the term system proposed by Paramount. 

It’s looked upon as a good-will and team-working gesture by the pro- 
ducing corporation. 





With big circuits already reported buying and shelving talking shorts, 
state rights exchanges have notified some of their indie producers to 
lay off the vaudeville act type of dialog short. Exchange men report’ 
their districts cannot absorb the big company expensive product of this 
nature, and that the only chance for the small fellow is to think up 
something novel. 





Peculiarly each spring come to New York E. V. Richards and Julian 
Saenger of the Saenger circuit, headquartering in New Orleans. And 
coincidentally after they leave New Orleans each spring the Mississippi 
starts to rise. 

Messrs. Richards and Saenger have been in New. York now for over 
three weeks without the Mississippi starting to flood yet. And if Old 
Man River doesn’t start something, how can the Saenger circuit cry 
for cheaper film rentals? It’s very wearing upon the southern show- 
men, this siege of waiting for a reason to bawl. 





The girl friend in Canada has been kinda laying off her idol, Albee. 
Wassa mat, sis; taken off the pay roll? 





M-G-M’s “Revue of Revues” has a number entitled “Lon Chaney Will 
Get You if You Don’t Watch Out.” Set reveals girls asleep in bed whose 
slumbers are disturbed by nightmares in the form of men wearing masks 
of Lon Chaney’s characterizations. 

Leaping out of bed with fright, girls and boys eventually go into a 
ballet symbolic of the idea. 





Keith’s is now installing cooling plants in its comparatively new 
houses at Boston, Flushing, Akron and Columbus. All of these theatres 
were built when E. F. Albee ran Keith’s and each opened without 
refrigeration. Keith’s Memorial, Boston, represents $6,000,000. But you 
should see the art objects! 





Equipment concern received a panicky squawk from exhib that his 
sound stuff was very much on the bum. Investigation uncovered that 
in running silent pictures exhib wrapped leather around shaft to secure 
120 revolutions instead of the arbitrary 90, to which sound stuff is 
limited. 

Result was springing of connecting shaft and entire disarrangement 
of delicate sound machinery. Offender promised to be more careful. 





One independent company on the Coast found it very expensive to 
shop for recording equipment. In one instance the firm lost $40,000. 

Seems the concern arranged for space at one of the studios using 
a major recording system and was getting along nicely until another 
studio, which had just closed down for the summer, offered the pro- 
ducer entire facilities at a very attractive figure. Producer agreed to 
take the new deal and before he realized it $40,000 had been spent in try- 
ing to synchronize one picture. He then moved back to the first studio 
and accomplished the required work in a day and half, costing the pro- 
ducer less than $7,000. 





Sound pictures are stepping so fast any studio which fails to release 
a subject immediately upon completion is taking a chance of its becom- 
ing passe. 

That's the word of a Coast sound engineer who had just remarked 
every dialog picture produced in his studio had made money—bar one. 
Exception had been held for three months before release. 





With the change in running time to 58 hours and leaving Chicago at 
11 in the morning, by The Chief on the Santa Fe, but three nights will 
be required on the N. Y. to L. A. trip. A report in Variety last week 
said The Chief in Chicago on the revamped schedule would not wait 
for the 20th Century. 
arrives in Chi at 9:30 a.m., there doesn’t appear to be any reason why 
a Century passenger, coastbound, should miss The Chief unless the 
Century violates its rule of being on time. 





Walter Catlett, under contract to Fox, upon arriving on the Coast 
informed Winnie Sheehan that he needed an automobile while waiting 
a call to work. Sheehan sent him a brand new car. Machine stood in 


Since The Chief will leave at 11 and the Century | 


Inside Stuff—Vaudeville 


Loew's has closed its American theatre at 8th avenue and 42d street 
after operating it upstairs and down for nearly 20 years. Though the 





Loew lease does not expire until June 1, next, by closing it now Loew's 
saves the entire red it would have run into for the rest of May, about 
$10,000. 


From one of the best money makers on the Loew circuit the American 
turned into a loser of late. It had to latterly compete with the west side, 
deadly in itself, and then again Broadway with its cheap big shows, 
screen and stage. 

When Marcus Loew purchased the American theatre from William 
Morris in 1910, it was the biggest thing in the theatre line Loew's then 
had. Morris had made the American an important music hall in that 
New York day. Addition of the American gave Loew's a certain prestige 
at the time. 

The house made money from the outset. It was a vaudeville house, 
from the day when the late Ted Marks ran the first Sunday concerts 
there, while its roof is believed to have given the first open air theatre 
entertainment at night in New York City. In between the American 
had played legits. 

Chances are now the American's site will see an office building. 





Major Donovan of the V. M. P. A. was a captain in the U. 8S. A. 
Flying Corps in 1917. Riding over East St. Louis one day the Major 
dropped a note addressed to Joe Erber (Erber’s theatre), asking that 
two seats be held that evening for himself and flying companion, Lieut. 
Riddie. 

A St. Louis paper printed the note. 





Recent times must have brought to the attention of any number of 
people in positions of authority in booking offices that it isn't afterward 
of much personal benefit to have been officious or too up-stage in the 
former position. Many of those let out in the New York booking offices 
of late are now finding it out. Their friends are few. Those whom they 
held or beat down through position, those whom they mistreated or made 
light of have not forgotten, and now that sort of person when out is 
friendless. There is no sympathy or pity for them. 

Not alone did they make monkeys of themselves but they made 
monkeys of others. Those whom they made monkeys of may make 
monkeys again of them. ; 
The wheel goes around. In the show business above all other places 
that should never be forgotten. 





Lately it is said there was uncovered in New England, in and around 
Boston, bus line that somehow insisted upon securing all transporta- 
tion of actors to vaudefilm theatres in that territory. And somehow, 
it is claimed, if the actors didn’t patronize that bus line, somehow they 
didn't receive more engagements out of a certain booking office. 

All of this appeared to make a definite connection, with the results _ 
likely to develop in due course. 

The late Paddy McMahon of Waterbury, Conn., when operating a 
vaude theatre with a hotel adjacent, insisted upon the acts he played 
stopping in his hotel or else. But that was years ago. 





A settlement was expected to have been reached early this week be- 
tween the N. V. A. and Jos. Gibbons, brother of the late May Dealy. 
He had sued the N. V. A. for $1,000, the death benefit amount, for which 
Gibbons is the beneficiary. The N. V. A. had tendered the amount 
remaining due under the Dealy benefit, something like $400. Difference 
was taken up by disbursements by the N. V. A. upon the deceased’s 
behalf. 

It appears the attorney for Gibbons had rejected the tender; putting 
in the unexpected claim that Gibbons was entitled to the full $1,060, 
regardless of any disbursements. This is entirely foreign to the under- 
standing under which the N. V. A. insures its members. Gibbons is said 
to have expressed himself as agreeable to receiving the halance due as 
per the statement rendered by the N. V. A., with the vouchers in sub- 
stantiation. 

Variety has received some letters inquiring whether the N. V. A. $1,000 
death benefit is an obligation or a gratuity on the part of the N. V. A. 
It is an obligation without a question. The N. V. A. has bound itself 
to pay death benefit to the beneficiary or heirs of any member in good 
standing when passing out. That “gratuity” thing is a gag, and seemingly 
inspired from E. F. Albee, when he was sending out his personal checks 
for the N. V. A. pay off. 

A story around last week that Fox and Keith’s vaude offices haa 
reached an undercover agreement on salaries for acts has been denied 
in both offices. Keith office says it has no understanding with anyone 
and is in open competition for attractions, 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Ear! Carroll's falling out with his angel, Mrs. Ann Wightman Penfield, 
who backed “Fioretta” and was to have. built a 3,000 capacity musical 
comedy theatre for the producer, accounts for Warner Bros, not getting 
the lease on the Carroll theatre as planned. Warners were to wire the 
theatre, for $2 picture presentations, picking on the Carroll site at 7th 
avenue and 50th street because of its immediate proximity to the Roxy 
theatre just across the street. Warners counted on the psychological 
ballyhoo of the Roxy patronage with its 20 to 30 thousand daily turn- 
over to react as a publicity for their own $2 attractions. 

Carroll now is retaining his theatre which will house the new 
“Vanities.” Originally the producer counted on taking over the Colony 
from Universal for “Vanities” and would have his new theatre erected 
by next season as his permanent headquarters. 

Meantime “Fioretta” was slipping and Mrs. Penfield had her own per- 
sonal troubles with Carroll, who had insisted on Dorothy Knapp doing 
the title role as against the angel’s choice of Vivienne Segal. 

The composers, G. Romilli and George Bagby, of “Fioretta,” are especial 
favorites of the wealthy Mrs. Penfield, 70-year-old dowager, fated at 
as many millions as her age. Bagby is her nephew and Romilli is his 
collaborating composer. 














Pathe is paying $5,000 weekly for the rent of the wired Cohan (legit). . 
That house is held under lease by Howard Hughes at $190,000 annually 
for two years. Hughes expects to show his special air film, “Hell's 
Angels,” at the Cohan in September, next. 

Expense of wiring the Cohan ran to $28,000, with some reports claim- 
ing it cost $40,000. Extra cost came from labor, such as boring holes 
through the roof to install the equipment properly. This turmoil of 
wiring caused a bad projection impression the first night Pathe’s 
“Mother's Boy” opened. That is now stated to have been corrected. 

Picture at $2 is doing mild business, playing to around $7,000 the first 
week, 





The player of the Doctor in the talking “X” is programed as John P. 
Edington. He is in reality Willard Mack, who wrote the dialog of the 
screen feature. 





front of Catlett’s hotel all day, as he can’t drive. 
Catlett again called upon Sheenan, saying he nesded & 


driver—and 





the city, 


got one. 


Alexander Mossi states he is of German birth, not French, 
resents Variety’s attempt to change his land of nativity. 


Mossi 
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Demands Equity End Competition 


Wednesday, May 15, 1929 








Of Non-Professional Little Theatres 


Cleveland, May 14. 

Robert McLaughlin, operator of 
the Ohio theatre, is fighting the 
scheduled appearance of Jacob Ben 
Ami, an Equity union member, at 
the Play House, a non-professional 
“little” repertory theatre. 

McLaughlin is carrying his fight 
direct to Equity through a letter 
to Frank Gillmore, Equity presi- 
dent, that was made public. Fol- 
lowing the protest and after being 
sent here to investigate, Edmund 
Flynn, representative, said Ben 
Ami’s engagement was a violation 
of Equity rules and he would rec- 
ommend that it be repudiated by 
Equity. 

In his letter to Gillmore, Mc- 
Laughlin said his complaint was 
based on the fact that the Play 
House “employs no union musicians, 
no union stage hands and no union 
actors. In addition,” he stated, “Ben 
Ami would be playing in a non- 
union theatre in competition with 
my own stock company at the Ohio, 
composed entirely of Equity mem- 
bers.” 

McLaughlin pqinted out that he 
was prevented from bringnig Otis 
Skinner, who is not an Equity actor, 
to the Ohio for the current sum- 
mer season because of Equity rules. 
' ‘Frederic McConnell, director of 
the Play House, said that since he 
has not heard any official word of 
the complaint to Equity, he would 
continue rehearsals of “He Who 
Gets Slapped,” in which Ben Ami 
would be starred. Opening of play 
is set for May 22. 

Local union musicians have also 
“jumped into the controversy. Ed- 


_ward Hohe, secretary of the Cleve- 


land union, has wired New York 
headquarters asking officials to 
urge Equity to stop Ben Ami’s ap- 
pearance. 


Erlanger Buys Klaw 


Klaw theatre, New York, has 
passed to A. L. Erlanger who took 
the house over from Richard Hern- 
don last week. The latter got the 
house under a 21-year lease from 
M. Goldstone. He purchased it from 
Mare Klaw several years ago. 

The Klaw was built shortly after 
the split between Klaw & Erlanger. 
It was Klaw’s purpose to build two 
theatres on Broadway and others 
in the principal cities, with the 
idea of being independent of book- 
ing restrictions. He never went 
through with the building schedule 
and after a few seasons retired from 
show business. 











Rufus Dewer’s Suicide 





Rufus Dewey, about 50, press agent, 
suicided last Thursday, jumping 
from a washroom on the 11th floor 
of Steinway hall building, on 57th 
street. 

Dewey was associated in musical 
and operatic projects. He formerly 
represented the San Carlo opera 
company. More recently he agented 
the tour of the Chicago opera. 

Cause given for the death ‘leap, 
despondency. A widow survives. 





Coburn’s Coast Auspices 


Los Angeles, May 14. 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Coburn, 
after closing their season in the 
east, arrived here with their com- 
pany and will shortly appear under 
the management of the Los Angeles 
Repertory Theatre in “The Yellow 
Jacket.” . 
The play will be the next attrac- 
tion at the Figueroa playhouse, 


FRIARS FROLIC SUNDAY 


The Friars Frolic at the Metro- 
politan Sunday night, May 19, with 
Lou Holtz as Frolicker, will have 
a $25 top, for the first eight rows. 
Balance of the lower floor is $15 
and $10 per. A portion of the gal- 
lery has been set aside for injured 
soldiers, tickets being bought by 
subscription by the Friars. 

A cast of artists taking in pla;:ers 
in virtually every success on Broad- 
way will appear. 








Cast for “Married” 
Los Angeles, May 14. 
Irene Palesty, Hugh Trevor and 
iit Brendel have been cast for Pua's 
“Married in Hollywood.” 
Its leads ar@ J. Harold Murray 
and Norma Terris. 








toms 


PROPS AT SOCIETY AUCTION 


Park avenue had its fun last 
week bidding on the auctioned 
appurtenances of Wm. A. 
Brady's “Command to Love.” 
Sale was conducted in a minia- 
ture theatre, the auctioneers 
seated in a box on the right of 
a small stage with footlights 
and curtain, Some 200 tall hat 
gentry inundated the room, 
Bidding was high with the 
furnishing of the stage play 
sold in conjunction with the 
disposal of household appoint- 


ments of Madame Bouvet De 
Louzier, 
Sale lasted through four 


days and brought rich returns. 
This seems wiser than ship- 
ping to Cain's. 

All articles sold “As is, and 
at so much each,” as the cata- 
log indicated. 











Future Plays 


“Just the Other Day,” Arthur 
Hammerstein musical. Cast  in- 
cludes Helen Morgan, Irene Frank- 
lin, Charles Butter. 


“Salt Water,” former title “Bar- 
racuda,” by Dan Jarret. Cast in- 
cludes Spencer Tracy, Patricia Bar- 
clay, Patricia O’Hearn, Charles 
Laite, Alan Goode. For spring try- 
out. John Golden, producer. 


“Sorrell and Son” is being put 
into legit shape for an opening in 
Boston the last of August by Joe 
Shea. Following a three weeks’ 
out-of-town engagement it will be 
brought into New York. 


“This World and the Next,” a new 
comedy by Ann Murray, in re- 
hearsal at the Egan, Los Angeles, 
to open May 19. Show is produced 
by Tom Kress, house manager, and 
staged by Frederic Harrington. 
Cast includes: Victor Rodman, 
Treva Lawler, Linnette Brae, Mat- 
tie Edwards, Maty Flanner, Adeline 
Andres, and Peter Barney. 


“Your Uncle Dudley” hag started 
rehearsals at the Liberty, N. Y., 
Raymond Hitchcock heading cast. 
After a few weeks in nearby stands 
it is aimed for a summer run on 
Broadway. 


“Chippies,” a new comedy drama 
by Luther Yantis, is to be produced 
in New York right away by George 
Smithfield. A reading was held at 
the Somerset Hotel last week with 
rehearsals starting Monday in Wal- 
lack’s theatre, 


“Right Off the Boat,” with Fritzi 
Scheff as the star, went into re- 
hearsal last week with Chamber- 
lain Brown producing. 


“The Chair,” a new thriller by 
Luther Yantjs, has been accepted 
by a new New York producing firm. 
Tyrone Power is in prospect for the 
main role, 

Opening May 27 at the Windsor, 
Bronx, followed by a week at Wer- 
ba’s Flatbush, Brooklyn, “Loving 
Daughters,” a new farce by Fritz 
Blocki, Chicago dramatic critic, will 
have a Broadway premiere there- 
after. The Morldon Corporation is 
producing. Cast includes: Claire 
Nolte, Janet McLeay, Jessie Busley, 
Reed Brown, Jr., Theodore Hect 
and Boyd Marshall. 

Tom Weatherly, co-producer with 
Brady & Wiman of “The Little 
Show,” will do a musical inde- 
pendently in the fall for which 
Arthur Schwartz is doing the score. 
Latter did the ditties for “Grand St. 
Follies” and “Little Show.” 

“50 Million Frenchmen,” Irving 
Berlin-E. Kay Goetz production, 
with songs by Cole Porter and book 
by Herbert Fields. 

“A Strong Man’s House,” by Lee 
Wilson Dodd Producer, John 
Tucrk. Mary Nash starred. Opens 
in Brooklyn June 10. 

“Bed and Board,” play by Mi- 
chael Kallesser and Barbara Cham- 
bers, goes into rehearsal next week 
with Kallesser doing the producing. 
Kallesser produced that quick 
floppo, ‘“Rockbound,” at the Cort. 





Young Davis in Lead 
Los Angeles, Mag 14, 
Owen Davis, Jr., has been signed 
by Fox for the juvenile lead in 
“They Had to See Paris,” featuring 


Owen Davis, Sr., is now a Fox 
writer. Another son, Donald, is on 
the Paramount scenario staff. 





Arbitration for “O’Neil”’ 
And “Mystery Square” 


Thursday An arbitration will be 
conducted that will bring the-man- 
agement and most of the players in 
“Chinese O'Neil” to New York from 
Phila. The flock of witnesses will 
tell of an argument between Wil- 
liam Harrigan, the show’s lead, and 
Captain Cushing Donnell, the pro- 
ducer. It igs over a run of the play 
contract. 

Trouble brewed last week when 
George Romaine died on the night 
the show was to open in Philly. Mr. 
Romaine was in the cast and also 
directed the show. Howard Hall, 
who had staged and played in the 
stock try-out of the show, was call- 
ed in. It seems Harrigan did not 
agree with Hall and in a dispute 
with Donnell over the matter, said 
he would quit the show if the man- 
ager permitted the cancellation of 
the contract. 

Donnell said that that would be 
okay with him and wrote out a 
resignation which he asked Har- 
rigan to sign. Harrigan declared he 
would not be rushed out of the 
show and that he never really in- 
tended to walk. 


Gordon- Markham 


Another arbitration is due over a 
dispute between Charles K. Gor- 
don who took over “Mystery 
Square” (closed at the Longacre 
Saturday) and Michael Markham, 
the stage manager. Latter was a bit 
late in ringing down the curtain at 
one performance and Gordon bawled 
him. Markham told Gordon he 
wasn’t so hot himself. Also that the 
show had been rewritten so often 
and changed that nobody could do 
better. Gordon charges insubordina- 
tion. 

William A. Brady, Jr., and Dwight 
D. Wiman were nicked via arbitra- 
tion for two weeks’ salary on the 
claim of Nydia Westman who was 
in “Buckaroo,” which ran one week 
recently. The show was presented 
by Hamilton MacFadden, but Brady 
and Wiman guaranteed the salaries. 
Miss Westman’s contract called for 
a minimum of four weeks. 


Heavy “Dracula” Billing 
Kills Loop Banners 


Chicago, May 14. 

Following squawks against heavy 
papering of the Loop by “Dracula” 
company, the Chicago Billposters’ 
docal, at a special meeting, passed 
a ruling that no show banners may 
be posted in the Loop except by cir- 
cuses. 

This cuts out everything down- 
town for legit companies but the 
little snipe sheets and cards. In- 
coming managers can saye on 
printing expenses by remembering 
this. 

Billposters working on “Dracula” 
were called in by the union, and 
there was discussion of tearing 
down some of the banners already 
up. 














Cast Changes 


George Tawde, Dorothy Walters, 
Adele Ronson replace Dallas Wel- 
ford, Stella Mayhew and Eleanor 

iviffith in “Mrs. Bumpstead-Leigh.” 

Harry Bannister is retiring from 
“Strange Interlude” in San Fran- 
cisco to return to Hollywood on a 
Pathe contract. Replaced by War- 
rington Gamble. 

Richard Hale succeeds 
Ashburn in “The Sea Gull.” 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Harry Eccles, company manager, 
“Appearances.” 

Frank Lee, company manager, 
“The Silver Swan.” 

Mare Lachmann ahead of “Three 
Cheers,” 

Sam Wallach, company manager, 
“Hot Chocolate.” 

Nat Royster, assistant manager to 
Ed Rowland at Hippodrome. 

Harry Nelmes back with ‘Right 
Off the Boat.” 


Carroll 








BANNISTER MUST STICK 
Los Angeles, May 14. 

Harry Bannister, playing in 
“Strange Interlude” here, will not 
be able to leave the show for at 
least another six weeks, despite a 
film contract. 

Bannister signed for a long term 
in pictures with Pathe. When he 
tendered the usual two weeks’ notice 
Equity stepped in and insisted the 
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tne latter part of June. 
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Colored Musicals on Boom Since 
Casting for White Shows Harder 











“Emmy Lou” (Vincent You- 
mans) Cosmopolitan. 

“Show Girl” (Flo Ziegfeld) 
Ziegfeld. 

“Your Uncle Dudley” (George 
Tyler) Liberty. 

“Right Off the Boat” 
Brown) Vanderbilt, 


(c. 


“Jenny” (Brady - Wiman) 
Morosco. 
“Chippies” (George Smith- 


field) Wallack’s. 
“Bomboola” (Irving Cooper) 
{ Montgomery’s studios, 
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Eight Shows Out 


Eight attractions chalked off 
Broadway's list between last Satur- 
day and this week end. No less 
than five were suddenly added Sat- 
urday. 


“Mima,” presented by David Be- 
lasco at his theatre, is the most 
notable withdrawal this week. Play- 
ed 23 weeks. No drama, scaled at 
$5,50 top has ever run as long on 
Broadway. For more than three 
months “Mima” topped the dramas 
in grosses, averaging $25,000 weekly 
during that period. After Washing- 
ton’s Birthday it eased off, holding 
around $29,000. Recently around 
$15,000. 
ti 7 

MIMA 

Opened Dec. 12. “An artistic 
accomplishment” opined Cole- 
man (Mirror). Anderson (Jour- 
nal) recommended it “for the 
theatrical sightseer.” 

Variety wrote: “A staggering 
spectacle, will triumph for 
' many months to come.” 
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“Man's Estate,” presented at the 
Biltmore by the Theatre Guild, off 
Saturday. In 7th week. Did not 
figure to stick much beyond sub- 
scription period. 





MAN’S ESTATE 


Opened April 1. Gabriel (Am- 
erican) reported: “Ordinary, 
untidy and unhinged,” while 
Winchell (Graphic) contrarily 
found: “Delightful diversion 
incessantly thrilling.” 

Variety (Ibee) said: “Doubt- 
ful of lasting three months.” 











“Harlem,” independently present- 
ed, closed suddenly at the Times 
Square. Colored cast drama played 
12 weeks and turned a profit. Got 
around $11,000 first month or so 
and averaged $9,000, slipping to $6,- 
000 last week. 


“Carnival,” independently pre- 


sented~expired at the Forrest after 
three weeks. ® 





CARNIVAL - 


Opened April 24. Lockridge 
(Sun) voted “Generally enter- 
taining,” whereas Littell (Post) 
declared: “Trite and uncon- 
vincing.” 

Variety (Rush) said: “Silly 
play for boob trade.” 








. 





“The Come-On Man,” presented 
by Roy Walling at the 49th Street, 
Was taken off Saturday after three 
weak weeks, 
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THE COME-ON MAN 
Opened April 22. Another 
second string chore. 


Variety (Ibee) said: “Holds 
Little Diversion.” 








L 





“The First Law” at the Masque 


under Shubert sponsorship was 
sloughed Saturday. One week 
enough. 


“Mystery Square,” another inde- 
pendent, snuffed out at the Long- 
acre after trying for six weeks. 
Started around $5,000 but could not 
maintain even that gait. 


f ‘ 
MYSTERY SQUARE 


Opened April 4. Critics sent 
their apprentices. 

Variety (Ibee) predicted short 
stay and cut rates. 
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“The Sea Gull,” a revival, will 
conclude at the Comedy this week. 


Shows in Rehearsal } 


Producers are going in for colored 
|musical shows. Six major Negro 
productions will be current 
Broadway when the latest, “Tan 
Town Topics,” arrives at the Hud- 
son, June 10. 

Last night (Tuesday), “Pansy” 
opened at the Belmont, produced by 
Richard Herndon. “Messin’ Around” 
is at the Hudson, and “Blackbirds” 
at the Eltinge. “Messin’ Around” 
has been messin’ for two weeks and 


may not last to make the colored at- 
tractions a sextet. 

“Tan Town Topics,” presented by 
“Connie” and George Immerman, 
brothers, is an elaboration of the 
sizzling floor show at Connie’s Inn, 
Harlem rendezvous much patronized 
by class whites. It opens June 3 at 
the Windsor theatre in the Bronx, 
Leonard Harper, colored, is the pro- 
ducer. Cast will number 85. Book 
is by Whitney and Tutt. Lyrics by 
Andy Razaf. Composers, Thomas 
“Fat” Walters and Harry Brooks. 
Arranged by Russell Wooding. Cast 
includes Babie Cox, Louise Cook, 
Jubilee chorus of 16, Leroy Smith's 
orchestra, Billy Maxey, Billy Hig- 
gins, Jimmy Basket, 3 Palmer Bros. 
and: others known in Harlem night 
clubs. 

The dark epidemic is ‘a logical 
outcome of uncertainty among pro- 
ducers in producing white shows, 
knowing the hazards entailed by the 
talking picture draw on stars, direc- 
tors and songwriters. There is no 
fear from those quarters in pro- 
ducing a colored attraction. Pro- 
ducers find plenty of co-operation 
from the negroes, who are more than 
willing to gamble with them on out- 
come of presentation. 

$5 Pay Off. 

It is rumored that one producer 
paid off the ensemble of his show in 
$5 bills, one to each, last week. The 
success of “Blackbirds” is also a 
factor in the production of the col- 
ored shows. 

Meanwhile, two other produc- 
tions are in rehearsal for June. 
Vincent Youmans has the first, 
“Emmy Lou,” with a white and 
black cast. Other is “Bamboola,” 
produced by Irving Cooper, vaude 
agent. 


on 


“MIRACLE” AGAIN AT $3 





Gest’s Idea of Revival for Hip, 
After “Passion Play” 
Morris Gest may revive ‘The 


Miracle” at the Hippodrome after 
the “Passion Play” engagement. The 
plan is to show the major spec- 
tacle at $3 top. It was $5.50 when 
at the Century. 

Gest has the Hip for 10 weeks, 
with an extension. The “Passion 
Play” is in its third week. 

Hostile propaganda against the 
“Passion Play” cropped up Sunday 
when in two churches the attraction 
was the subject of protesting ser- 
mons. The dailies carried accounts 
of the sermons, one of which ex- 
coriated the sponsors of the re- 
ligious spec. Gest will be concerned 
with the “Passion Play” when it 
again goes to the road, through an 
arrangement with the Fassnacht 
brothers, heads of the German fam- 
ily which have appeared in the play 
through many generations. 

In the mid-west the attraction 
was reported doing remarkable 
business prior to the New York 
date. 


Engagements 


_ Dodge Twins, “A Night in Ven- 
ice.” 

Mary Ellis, “Becky Sharp.” 

Madeline MacMahon, “The New 
Moon” (Chicago). 

Lieut. J. Tim Brymn and “Black 
Devil” band, “Bomboola.” 

Murray and Freddie, the European 
colored team, and Two Black Dots, 
Youman’s “Louisiana Lou.” 

Joe Phillips, “Broadway Nights.” 

Moret and Fredi, Two Black Dots, 
George Randol, with “Emmy Lou.” 

Vera Hurst, Ben Roagland, Her- 
bert Delmore, with Surry (Maine) 
Playhouse repertory company. 

Bee Morosco, “Business Man.” 

Frank McHugh, “Show Girl.” 

Eddie Tamblyn, “Follow Thru” 
(Chicago), 

Bob Carney, Pearl 
News” (road). 


White, “Good 


Eddie Long of the legit has gone 
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' Heiman, of Vande, Now 


in Legit: 


With Erlanger—Bergman Resigns 





Marcus Heiman, former head of 
the Orpheum Circuit, is ensconced 
in the office of A. L. Erlanger. 

Leonard E. Bergman resigned as 
Erlanger’s general manager last 
week, but the two facts are hardly 
eco-related. Heiman has an execu- 
tive post but is a partner of Er- 
langer, representing money invested 
with him. It has been previously 
reported Heiman would go with Er- 
langer. 

Bergman, who is Erlanger’s 
nephew, was made general manager 
several years ago upon the with- 
drawal of Alfred E. Aarons. Jack 
Dillon is now in charge, Dillon en- 
tered the Erlanger office about a 
year ago shortly after wedding 
Madeline Donnelly, Erlanger’s pri- 
vate secretary. F. Richard Ander- 
fon has been placed in charge of 
the purchasing department, and 
handiing of houses, part of Berg- 
man’s assignment. 

From time to time discord was 
reported between Erlanger and his 
nephew who was formerly treasurer 
of the New Amsterdam theatre. It 
cropped up when Ralph W. Long 
was engaged. Long soon afterwards 
was transferred to the office of 
Charles Dillingham, succeeding the 
late Bruce Edwards. 

in addition to his restemation as 
general manager, Bergman also re- 
signed directorships on various Er- 
langer theatre corporations. . Berg- 
man is said to be contemplating a 
world’s cruise. 

Heiman of Vaude 

Heiman’s experience in the legit 
is negligible. He has been in vaude- 
ville for years, firstly as a small 
town theatre operator (Finn & Hei- 
man) and later, when his firm sold 
its holdings to the Orpheum Cir- 
cuit, Heiman became the Orpheum’s 
president. He remained with the 
circuit when it merged with Keith’s. 

Upon Keith’s control passing to 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum, Heiman re- 
signed as a vice-president, going to 
Europe where he remained three 
months. Before leaving Heiman is 
said to have disposed of all of his 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum stock. 

Heiman is rated at $3,000,000. 


Mrs. Rumsey Remarrying; 
To Robt. Lehman, Banker 


Ruth Lamar-Rumsey, who secured 
a divorce in Chicago last week from 
John W. Rumsey, is shortly to 
marry Robert Lehman. 

He is with the banking house of 
Eenman Brothers, of 





Lehmun, Jr., is the -oungest gov- 
enor of the New York Stock Ex- 
change. 

The Rumseys were married for 
five years, with Mrs. Rumsey a non- 
pro. Jack Rumsey is several years 
the senior of his former wife. 


NO “NANETTE” LEAD 
Los Angeles, May 14. 

First National has decided to 
eliminate Alice White as the star 
of “No, No, Nanette.”” Company is 
now scanning the musical comedy 
field for someone to play the in- 
genue role. 





Studio figures that with the 
amount of dancing and singing 
necessary for the lead in thts 


production it might be'a gamble to 
use Miss White. 





Equity Appeal Hearing 

Arguments in the appeal by 
Equity on the decision of federal 
Justice Goddard in the eontest over 
Equity’s casting agency restrictions, 
were heard before the U. S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals last week, deci- 
sion being reserved. 

The opinion restrains Frank Gill- 
more, Paul Dulzell and others en- 
forcing the rules on Willie Edel- 
eten, agent. The original action was 
a test case in which most of the 
leading agents are interested. 

Since the injunction Equity has 
not attempted to contro] the agents. 





“Journey’s End” for Film 
Two reports are out concerning 
the sale of “Journey's End” as a 
talker. The stage hit is current in 
London and New York. 
In London it is reported the film 
rights were purchased for $75,000, 


which hts{| 
father (Philip Lehman is a partner. j 





Slam Book for Thrills 


Latest thing among. the 
dancing dames in musical 
comedies is the Slam Book. 
Purpose of Slam Book is to get 
the lowdown on what one’s 
friends think of one. 

Book is given into custody 
of one girl whose dressing 
room is entered by those wish- 
ing to write in the book their 
opinion of any member of the 
company. 

Each girl’s name is at the 
top of a blank page. Confes- 
sional secrecy is maintained by 
the keeper of the book, when 
another wishes to make a crack 
beneath’s someone’s name. 

Under a name will be such 
comments as: 

“You're all right, but you 
know your father served 10 
years in San Quentin.” 

“I think your voice is lousy.” 

“I remember when you dyed 
your hair.” 

There are no signatures to 
the remarks. 

A girl wishing to know what 
others think of her turns to her 
nhame and is guaranteed a 
thrill. 


Woods and Warners 


A. H. Woods is said to have bound 
himself to produce six stage plays 
yearly, in association with Warner 
Brothers. The agreement is re- 
ported to have been arranged whep 
Harry Warner recently met Woods 
in Europe. Both are now in New 
York. 

The Warn.r-Woods deal is that 
the six plays as produced shall be 
thereafter converted into talkers by 
the Warners, with Woods declared 
in on both ends, as are the picture 
makers. 




















Carroll’s Plays 


Having decided to do “The Cuc- 
koo’s Nest” in New York, with the 
cast’ being assembled, Earl Carroll 
changed’ his mind and called all 
plans off until next fall. 
Meanwhile the closing of “Fioret- 
ta’”’ at the Carroll has impelled Car- 
roll to plan starting his new “Vani- 
ties” earlier than he expected. 





Tm? 


BIOBESCH; I., TERE 
With a bundle of new plays of- 
fered for American placement, the 
son of Bjornson, Norwegian play- 
wright, came to New York last 
week, 

Besides being a prolific play- 
wright, the Norse is director of the 
Norwegian theatre in his home- 
land. 


WEDS ON EVE OF LAYOFF 


Cincinnati, May 14. 

Joseph M. Allen, Jr., house man- 
ager of the National Players at 
the Cox, is nominated as the world’s 
most fearless man. On the eve of 
the closing for the season, Allen 
did the unexpected and took unto 
himself a wife, Irene Buckholz, lo- 
cal non-pro. The knot was tied in 
Dayton, O. 

Employees of the theatre, look- 
ing for something to do during the 
summer, agree that the Allens will 
have a long time for honeymoon- 
ing. 

The Cox is a Shubert affiliation 
and its off-season payrolls are slim. 





SAM HARRIS’ DELAY 
Los Angeles, May 14. 
Sam H. Harris, expected here last 
week, is said to have decided to 
remain in New York until Joseph 
M. Schenck returns to the coast 
next month. 
Harris will 
west. 


accompany Schenck 


Nugent Directing 
Los Angeles, May 14. 
J. C. Nugent has been assigned 
to direct a talking short for M-G 
titled “The Rounder.” It’s his own 
and Ralph Spence’s story. 





Without hover named 


Over here it is said United Artists 
has the rights. 


In cast: Conrad Nagel, Dorothy 
Sebastian, Polly Moran, Karl Dane, 
lGeorge K. Arthur and Eudic 
| Nugent. 
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ROSE MARIE SINNOTT 


Miss Sinnott, well-known Neysa 
McMein model, formerly in the 
Ziegfeld “Follies” and “Cross My 


Heart,” has replaced Thelma White 
in Aarons & Freedley’s “Spring Is 
Here” at the Alvin Theatre. 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 
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From the Denver Post: 


closed two playhouses last weel 


shows ever come to Denver.” 
ences, while the shows literally 
The same condition is apparent 
are coldly greeted by insultingly 


For three years, the Denver 
theatrical newspaper, 


their good attractions. 
Sut it's no use, 


importance. 





“World’s Worst Show Town,” Denver 
Or Kansas City? Says Denver Post 


Denver's spirit of superlative indifference, which prematurely 
c—the 
ham—has given managers another effective argument against 
bringing worthwhile theatrical attractions to the city, and this 
apathetic attitude, apparent on many previous occasions, rapidly 
is aiding Denver to nose out Kansas City for the doubtful dis- 
tinction of being the world’s worst show town. 

Time after time we have heard the careless remark, “no good 
And time after time, when good 
shows have come to Denver, these same people who deplore the 
decadence of the drama are conspicuously absent from the audi- 


who stir other cities into a veritable frenzy come to Denver and 


has consistently 
grosses of the various local theatres, fearful that if the real 
figures were published, their pitiful paucity would give the town 
a black eye and cause producers to steer clear of Denver with 


Denver has indicated clearly on many occa- 
sions that it does not desire fine entertainment such as other 
cities—many of them much smaller—support, and the probabili- 
ties are that the wishes of its residents will be respected next 
season by a complete absence of any theatrical events of major 


. 


Broadway and the Den- 


starve to death for patronage. 
in musical attractions—artists 


small audiences, 
correspondent of Variety, the 
boosted the weekly 











AUTHOR CLOCKS GATE 
AS ROYALTY CHECKUP 


Los Angeles, May 14. 
Hadley Waters, youthful play- 
wright of “Little Orchid Annie,’ was 
brought to the eeast under an Au- 
thors’ League contract with his fare 
paid by the producers of the piece. 
He did not seem much interested 
during the rehearsals. But when it 
opened he insisted he had the right 
to count up every night. The house 
went into the policy of giving out 
coupons exchangeable at the box of- 
fice at 50 cents each and started do- 
ing business. 
Waters, who arrived at the theatre 
before the doors opened, would stand 
alongside the doorman with a check- 
ing machine and click every person 
that walked in. When the show was 
doing around $700 a night at the cut- 
rate plan he employed two detec- 
tives, it is said, at a cost of $10 a 
night each to help him keep check. 
At no time did the show gross run 
over the figure where he would get 
more than 5 per cent royalty. 
Waters tried to collect his royalty 
every night from Rowland & Pearce, 
who produced the play. The plan 
did not work out and he was com- 
peiled to dig into his pocket to re- 
imburse the private detectives each 
day, it is said, with his trip to the 
coast being a loss to him due to the 
fact that most of the royalty com- 
ing to him for each performance had 
to be paid tg the two detectives who 
WéeTré ¢locking the placé Witt trim 








“Swan” Off Till Fall 


Herman Gantvoort, following the 
Boston engagement of his new 
show, “The Silver Swan,” brought 
the company back to New York and 
disbanded it. : 

A new cast will be engaged for 
the Broadway premiere, which is 
planned for the last of August. The 
show was out four weexs. 





FOX TAKES 3 MORE 

Three more legit actors reported 
engaged through J. J. McCarthy in 
New York for Fox coast-made 
talkers are George MacFarlane, 
Lennox Paulle and J. M. Kerrigan. 
They leave this week for Movietone 
City. , 

Kerrigan came over here some 
years ago with the Irish Players. 
He may be cast for the John Mc- 
Cormack-Fox talker, to be mostly 
filmed in Ireland. 





Doree Leslie Marrying , 
Doree Leslie, late of “Manhattan 
Mary,” will be married this month 
to Lee Gordon, reputed wealthy 
young stock broker. 
Miss Leslie is 17. She lives with 
her mother and father at the Pres- 
ident hotel, New York. 





Albertina’s F. N. Ballet 
Los Angeles, May 14. 
Albertina Zasch has been en- 
gaged by First National to stage the 
pallet in “Sally.” 





Par Buys “Kibitzer” 





| 
Aarons & Freedley 
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Dan Kusell’s Confession 


—_—_— 


If Daniel Kusell gets any money 
out of his next theatrical venture, 
Equity will have first call to the ex- 
tent of a $7,500 judgment which Ku- 
sell confessed in Equity’s favor. Suit 
arises from the flop of “Very Well,” 
musical, last fall, leaving the cast 
members due some salary. 

Among the principal claimants are 
itemized Clarence Nordstrom and 
Evelyn Law, $1,200 each; Charles 
Howard, $700; Fred Leslie, $350; 
Bernard McOwen, $300; Hal Mur- 
ray, $150; John Gray and Rose 
Kessner, $300 ‘each. 





“Harlem” Cast on Pan 


Although “Harlem” closed Satur- 
day night at the Times Square, N. 
Y., the Abe Blatt offices will con- 
tinue its Chicago company indef. 

The N. Y. show will reopen in 
September or maybe earlier, but 
with a new cast. In handing out the 
closing notice, Chester Erskine, di- 
rector, took the N. Y. company to 
task for giving what he termed a 
poor performance. The result landed 
Erskine in the Negro papers with 
a panning. 





“SWEET LIBERTY” PLAY 


Phil Dunning has completed a 
new play. It is called “Sweet Land 
of Liberty.” 

Rumors from his Westport, Conn., 
estate are to the effect that it is a 
satire on American freedom as it is 
today. Producer not named. 





CRAIG ON “SHREW” 
John Craig has been appointed 
consulting director to Douglas Fair- 
banks and Mary Pickford in produc- 
tion of “Taming of the Shrew,” in 
which both will appear. 
Craig left for the coast Monday. 





Ruby Keeler Due East 
Los Angeles, May 14, 
Ruby Keeler leaves for New York 
May 18 to begin rehearsals in “Show 
Girl.” 
Al Jolson will go east later for 
the opening. 





Musical Stocks on L. I. 
Bouievard, Jackson Heights, L. L, 
legit house on the subway circuit, is 
now musical comedy stock. 
Company: Brenda Bond, Roger 
Gray, Joseph Morris, Wynn Young, 


George Shields, Bill Brown, Pear] 
Seiden, Eva Wendt. 





Denver Musical Stock Off 

Players sent from New York for 
a summer season of musical stock 
and light opera at the Denham, 
Denver, direction of Oberfelder- 
Ketcham Co., have returned. 

The house has returned to straight 
dramatic stock. 





Branch-Sears On Dialog 


Sell Talking 


Rights of 2 Musicals to Warners 





Warner Brothers have purchased 
the talker rights to the two cure 
rent musical hits on Broadway of 
Aarons & Freedley, “Hold Every- 
thing” and “Spring Is Here.” Nothe 
ing more is known of the purchase, 
but with the assumption the mue | 
sical producing firm has placed re= > 
gtrictive dates on either talking 
version showing while the original 
is running. 

“Hold Everything” is in its 3ist 
week at the Broadhurst, having de- 
veloped into a solid hit, muchly 
aided by its song success, “You’re 
the Cream in My Coffee.” “Spring 
Is Here,” in its 10th week at the 
Alvin, got a slow start but rapidly 
picked up and is now doing over 
$25,000 weekly. 

The Warners talker production of 
“The Desert Song” is now playing 
on Broadway... 


Tyler Gives Erlanger 
Confessions for $24,000 


George C. Tyler has confessed 
judgment in N, Y¥. Supreme Court 
in favor of A. L, Erlanger for $19,- 
707, representing loans, and a $5,000 
adyance for tne produgtion of “Youg 
Uncle Dudley.” 

Tyler also owed the 214 West 424 
St. Corp. (New Amsterdam theatre 
building), 21 months’ office rent, 
judgment for which, totaling $4,200, 
was also confessed by the producer, 


“SHOW GIRL” REHEARSING . 
Though the complete script hasn’ 
yet been turned in by William Ane 
thony McGuire for the stage version 
of “Show Girl,” the J. P. McEvoy 
story, rehearsals for the choristers 
were called Monday at the Ziegfeld 
theatre. Some 506 gals will be used 
by Flo Ziegfeld, drilled by Bobby 
Connolly. 

“Show Girl” principals include 
Rubye Keeler, Clayton, Jackson and 
Durante, Eddie Foy, Jr., and Hare 
riet Hoctor, with Barbara Newberry, 
likely starter. 














Jed Harris’ Long Rest 
Jed Harris has gone to Europe, 
for a rest for eight months. 
Before leaving the stage producer 
had several offers from picture cone 
cerns. He gave no decisive answer, 





Miss Patterson Filming. 
Elizabeth Patterson leaves for @ 
part in “The Third Floor Back,” Par 
talker. 
Miss Patterson departs as soon as 
her show, “Man’s Estate,” closes, 











Pathe’s “Treasure Girl.” 
“Treasure Girl,” the musical com- 
edy in which Gertrude Lawrence ap- 
peared during the winter, has been 
purchased by Pathe. 





Ann Davis Collapses 
Cincinnati, May 14. 





Los Angeles, May 14. 





Paramount has purchased the 
talker rights to “Kibitzer,” now on 
Broadway, for $35,000. 

Tiret smount will he divided four 

Bn 


Houston Branch, short” story 
writer, and Zelda Sears, dramatic 
j}and musical writer, signed by 


| M-G-M to do dialog. 


Ann Davis collapsed last week 
while at the Taft with the Walker 
stock in “Burlesque.” 

Miss Davis has returned 
jhome ih tne cust tu secuvesa, 


to her 
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| Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 


mediocrity or toss. 


play is also considered. 





The variance is explained in the difference in 
house capacities with the varying overhead. 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. 
in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatjc 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
admission scale given below. Key to classification: 
D (drama): ® (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


Aisc the size of cast, 
Variance 


C (comedy); 








Admission tax applies on tickets over $3. 


“Appearances,” Mansfield (ith 
week) (D-1,050-$3). Hangs vn, 
but to no purpose; show guaran- 
teeing house. About $3,000. 


“Blackbirds,” Eltinge (54th week) 
(R-892-$3). Continues to real 
profit; $15,000. 


“Bird in Hand,” Morosco (7th week) 
(C-893-$3.85). Success of English 
comedy something of surprise to 


some critics; last week again 
around $17,500. . 
“Brothers,” 48th St. (21st week) 


(CD-969-$3.85). Sticker that 
promises to go well into summer, 
consistently betters $10,000; very 
good for drama of type. 
“Carnival,” Forrest. Closed sud- 


denly Saturday; played’ three 
weeks; started at $6,000, but 
dropped much lower; “Chinese 
O'Neil” next week. 
“Caprice,” Guild (20th week) (CD- 
914-$3). Another week to g0, 


then going to London; holding up 
to exceptional money; $16,500. 

“Congratulations,” National (3rd 
week) (C-1,104-$3). One recent 
entry of promise; second week's 
trade upward, approximating 
$8,000. 

“Courage,” Ritz (33rd week) (CD- 
945-$3.85). Should go into period; 
still commands healthy draw; 
last week bettered $11,000. 

“Follow Thru,” Chanin'’s 46th St. 
(19th week) (M-1,413-$5.50). Fair 
weather week-end reflected in 
rather slack Saturday trade; this 
smash had no trouble in drawing 
capacity; over $40,000 every week 
since opening. 

2Grand Street Follies,” Booth (3rd 
week) (R-708-$3). Weak pre- 
miere rather hurt chances of new 
revue; first full week estimated 
around $12,000; doesn’t cost much 
to operate. 

“Harlem,” Times Square. 
suddenly Saturday; played 12 
weeks; started promisingly and 
made some money; slipped lately. 

“Hello, Daddy,” Erlanger’s (21st 
week) (M-1,520-$4.40), Removal 
froni Cohan advantage; last week 
close to $17,000; indefinite. 

“Hold Everything,” Broadhurst 
(3ist week) (M-1,118 - $5.50). 
Weekly pace varies but little; ex- 
pected drop during summer, but 
run should extend into new sea- 
son; over $30,000. 

“Holiday,” Plymouth (25th week) 
(C-1,012-$3.85). Comedy hit aimed 
for summer continuance; though 
somewhat under previous pace, 
still among best on Broadway; 
over $16,000, 

“Jonesy,” Bijou (6th week) (C-605- 
$3). Although grosses compara- 
tively light, small cast show 
should make grade; over $7,000 
estimated. 

“Sournty’s Ea+” Tenry Miller's 
(9th week) (C-946-$4.40). Sven 
serious drama like this should be 
little affected through summer 
and long run _ predicted; over 
$20,000 weekly. 

“Kibitzer,” Royale (13th week) (C- 
1,118-$3). While not among lead- 
ers, this comedy maintains profit- 
able pace; reported going to Chi- 
cago soon; $11,000. 

“Lady Fingers,” Liberty (16th 
week) (M-1,202-$4.40). Although 
business has been rather good, 
engagement will end after an- 
other week; lays off during sum- 
mer, then tours; $16,500. 

“Let Us Be Gay,” Little (13th week) 
(C-530-$4.40). Strong demand in 
agencies for one of season's most 
successful comedies; playing nine 
performances, with pace nearly 
$15,000, is over-capacity in smail 
house. 

“Little Accident,” Ambassador (32nd 
week) (C-1,200-$3). 
number of shows gives this one 
better chance for summer con- 
tinuance; approximately $13,000; 
plenty on right side. 

“Man’s Estate,” Biltmore (7th week) 
(D-1,000-$3). Final week; started 
fairly well, but soon evident could 
not stand up. 

“Meet the Prince,” Lyceum (12th 
week) (C-957-$3). Another week 


Closed 


or two; moderate; dropped to 
$6,000 last week. 
“Messin’ Around,” Hudson (4th 


week) (R-1,094-$3). Came near 
folding up Saturday and liable to 
close this week; under $5,000. 

“Mima,” Belasco (23rd week) (D- 
1,100-$5.50). Final week; great 
biz first four months, topping all 
dramas and grossing $25,000 or 
better by virtue of scale; house 
probably dark for summer. 

“Music in May,” Casino (7th week) 
(O-1,477-$5.50). Just fair for mu- 
sical at scale; supported by pai'- 
ties, but agency buy still on; $17,- 
000 estimated. 

“My Girl Friday,” Republic (13th 
week) (C-901-$3). Going along to 
light trade; auihur ivohk ove 
show; estimated under $7,000. 

“Mystery Square,” Longacre; taken 
off Saturday; played six weeks; 


ne. 








Diminishing 


started around $5,000; 
$2,000. 

“Pansy,” Belmont (ist week) (R- 
§15-$3). Colored revue; presented 
by Maceo Pinkard, who composed 
score; opened Tuesday. 
“Pleasure Bound,” Majestic (13th 
week) (h-1,775-$5.50). Comedy 
strength provides this revue with 
draw, and engagement now ex- 
pected to span summer; $31,000. 
“She Got What She Wanted,” Wal- 
lack’s (llth week) (C-776-$3). 
Just about getting by; question- 
able if engagement will last be- 
yond end of month; $4,000. 
“Skidding,” Bayes (52d week) (C- 
861-$3). Example of what low- 
cost hook-up can do; $3,000 to 
$4,000 weekly and making profit. 
“Spring Is Here,” Alvin (10th week) 
(M-1,387-$5.50). Few new musi- 
cals in sight, break for this one; 
around $25,000 to profit. 
“Strange interlude,” Golden 68th 
week) (D-900-$4.40). One week 
more; dropped to $9,000 last week. 


slipped to 


“Street .Scene,” Playhouse (19th 
week) (D-879-$3.85). Two dra- 
matic hits top non-musicals, 


this ene and “Journey's End”; 

“Street Scene,” which won Pul- 

itzer prize, still capacity all nine 

performances; $21,000. 

“The Camel Through the Needle’s 

Eye,” Beck (5th week) (D-1,189- 

$3). Doing very well; should ex- 

tend well into heated period; 
over $16,000 last week. 

“The Age of innocence,” Empire 
25th week) (D-1,189-$4.40). One 

week more. Dropped to about 

$9,000 last week. 

“The Come-On Man,” 49th St. 

Taken off Saturday; three weeks 

to lean trade. 

“The First Law,” Masque. Taken 
off Saturday; one week. 

“The Jade God,” Cort (ist week) 
(D-1,043-$3). Presented by Ben 
Stein, first production; written by 

William E. Barry from Alan Sul- 

livan’s novel; opened Monday. 

“The Love Duel,” Barrymore (5th 

week) (D-1,090-$3). Questionable 

if engagement will go much be- 
yond June 1; last week around 
$11,000. 

“The Little Show,” Music Box (3d 

week) (R-1,000-$4.40). Acts like 

real hit; capacity second week ex- 
cept for mid-week matinee; $22,- 

000. 

“The New Moon,” Imperial (35th 

week) (O0-1,446-$5.50). Season's 

outstanding operetta and among 
leading musical money-getters; 
last week approximated $37,000. 

“The Red Robe,” Jolson’s (21st 

week) (O-1,776-$5.50). Moved here 

Monday; doing fairly lately; 

about $16,000 last week; “A Night 

in Venice” next week. 

“Whoopee.” New Amsterdam (24th 

Week) (M - 1,702 - $6.60). Broad- 

way’s gross leader has yet to 

show any material change in 
great pace of over $48,000 weekly. 


Special Attractions—Little Theatres 


“Passion Play,” Hippodrome (3d 
week); second week’s business 
approximated $35,000. 

“The Perfect Alibi,” Hopkins; little 
theatre hit due through summer. 

“After Dark,” Rialto, Hoboken; re- 


vival. 
“The Black Crook,” Lyric, Hobo- 
ken; revival. 
“Mrs. Bumpstead-Leigh,” Klaw; re- 
vival; week-to-week. 
“The Sea Gull,” Comedy; revival. 
Kentucky Jubilee Singers, Elliott. 
“Bare Facts,” Triangle. 


FRISCO GROSSES 


San Francisco, May 14. 

The first of a series of four New 
York Theatre Guild plays, “The 
Doctor’s Dilemma,’ opened at the 
Geary Monday night to an appre- 
ciative audience, succeeding local 
run of “The Front Page,” which 
concluded its eight week. 

Walker Whiteside begins at 
Duffy’s President next Sunday in 
“The Hindu.” “Strange Interlude” 
starts four weeks at the Columbia 
May 20, succeeding the picture “The 
Broadway Melody.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Curran—"“Bachelor Father,” $18,- 
000. 

Geary—“The Front Page” (eighth 
and final week), $11,000. 

Alcazar—“The Big Pond” 
week), about $5,300. 

President —“The Maniac” 
week), about $4,900. 

Green Street—‘“Easy for Zee Zee,” 
about $1,200. 





(third 
(third 





MacArthur Turns Author 
Charles MacArthur, the play- 
wright, who co-authored “The Front 
Page,” has written his first novel. 
It’s a war story, called “War Bugs,” 
and Doubleday, Doran will bring it 
out in July. MacArthur served in 
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the late fracas, 





: L. A. Grosses 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

Trade in legit houses Jast week 
was shot. Top money was $38,000 for 
the Majestic for the first week of a 
new play. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Majestic—‘Streets of New York” 
(ist week). $8,000. 

Figueroa—“John Ferguson,” The- 
atre Guild. Around $7,500. 

Hollywood Music Box—‘Strange 
Interlude.” Moved here after eight 
weeks downtown at $4. With most 
seats now at $2.50; over $6,600. 

Mayan—"Little Orchid Annie.” 
Last five days got $4,500. 





El Capitan — “Burlesque” (4th 
week), to $5,800. 

President—‘“Bad Man” (7th, final 
week). $5,200. 

Hollywood Piayhouse — “This 


Thing Called Love,” 5th week at this 
house to $5,200. 

Orange Grove — “Night Hawk.” 
With 75 per cent of the gross com- 
ing from cut rates, $3,600 in 3d week. 
Vine Street—“Tons of Money” (34d, 
final week), about $2,600. 
Belasco—‘‘Nite Hostess.” 
May 11 to around $1,300. 
“Illegitimate” closed in the midst 
of its third week because of inabil- 
ity to pay salaries for previous week. 
Did $280 in last three days. 

“Let Us Be Gay” opened Friday 
night, grossing $3,100 in three per- 
formances, 


COHAN’S ‘BILLIE’ 
JUMPED $7,000 
2WK.10$23,000 


Chicago, May 14. 

Legit trading last week suffered a 
reflux, with six out of 11 attrac- 
tions barely hitting a combined 
gross of $78,000. At least half of 
this group is not expected to be 
around at Memorial Day. Biggest 
break for the shows at this period 
is the retarded summer. For some 
of the pieces the cool wave during 
the past fortnight has been a god- 
send. 
Outstanding is an abrupt decline 
in “Scandals,” which killed its 
chances as a big money contender 
right from the start. Ticket manip- 
ulation with the brokers cooked 
the extravagant musical. Booked 
into the Grand for four weeks, it 
was extended two weeks and now 
another week. Another sharp drop, 
over $2,000, last week, brought the 
gross below $30,000. Tinted in red. 

“Connecticut Yankee,” a long shot 
among the song and dance pieces, 
setting a fast pace for the first five 
Weeks, caromed slightly but to no 
damaging effect. “Yankee’ looks to 
be the best thing brought here this 
season. Its chances for sticking into 
the warm weather are better than 
even. “Boom, Boom,” a flop pulled 
out by the ticket brokers ig holding 
on only because of that. break, It 


Opened 








weeks on the window sale. 

Probably the biggest surprise of 
the week was the remarkable up- 
shoot of “Billie.” Cohan opus, rid- 
ing in on ragged edge, came back 
with a sensational wallop in its 
second week to around $23,000. 
Nearly $7,000 over its opening fig- 
ure. Great plugs from the press and 
a lot of word-o’-mouth talk is what 
did it. 

Dramas 

In the dramatic field, “The Nut 
Farm,” a new entrant at the Cort, 
doesn't look long winded. Opening 
night was great, but nothing after 
that. Critics poked fun at the piece 
and made it plain the show was a 
dub as far as this town is con- 
cerned. Otis Skinner with “A Hun- 
dred Years Old” is leading the non- 
musicals at a respectable $16,000. 
Slid back two grand from previots 
week, but good enough so far. 

Long and profitable run of “Dia- 
mond Lil” has simmered down to 
almost nothing and is taking it on 
the lam Saturday. “Jealousy,” re- 
posing mildly at the Adelphi, goes 
out next week to let Woods’ new 
piece, “Frankie and Johnnie,” pre- 
miere here. 

“Dracula,” lone mystery thriller 
in town, is still around a profitable 
margin in its sixth week. Will 
probably stay for three more. 
George M, Cohan’s “Gambling” ex- 
pected to replace by then. “Har- 
lem,” colored piece, not causing any 
disturbance. Racial shows never 
went big in this burg and they’ve 
been few and far between. “Jarne- 
gan,” running nicely into its third 
month, doesn’t seem to be weaken- 
ing at the tiny Selwyn. Showing a 
handsome profit and wavering 
much. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Billie” (Erlanger, 2d week). Big 
rise; from $16,000 to $23,000 over a 
week, Ingratiating notices and 
press boosts told, 

“Boom-Boom” (Apollo, 2d week). 
Brokers holding this one up all the 
way. Again around $20,000. 

“Jealousy” (Adelphi, 6th week). 
Net much change. Equalled previ- 
ous week’s gross of $14,000. Two 
more weeks to go. 





“Connecticut Yankee” (Garrick, 


could never have survived over four + 
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Equity Is Perplexed 
Over Contract Jumpers 


Managerial complaints in regard 
to actors in the legitimate attempt- 
ing to Jump contracts to accept pic- 
ture engagement offers at much 
higher salaries, are considered in- 
dicative of a serious situation by 
Equity. 

The most recent case in point is 
the charge of Arthur Hammerstein 
that Helen Kane quit “Good Boy” 
in Boston that she might immedi- 
ately start working for Paramount. 
Both principals appeared before 
Equity’s council Tuesday afternoon. 

Miss Kane was forced out of the 
show April 20 with a septic sore 
throat and removed to a hospital in 
Boston. Last week she was seen in 
cafes and once attended a perform- 
ance of “Good Boy” from the front. 
Although Hammerstein did not 
question the fact of her illness, he 
felt that she was able to return to 
the cast and complete her contract, 
which expires June 1. 

Equity appears principally con- 
cerned over alleged contract Jump- 
ing as a menace to its power of 
discipline. Since Equity 1s not or- 
ganized in the picture field, a check 
against contract breaches of play- 
ers going’ over to pictures under 
term contracts has not been worked 


- RITZY” 


Phe Warburtons are constantly 
exploited in the press, Mr, and 
Mrs, C. Egerton Warburton, of 
Philadelphia, New York and Palm 
Beach, have separated. They eloped 
in 1923, when he was 21 and she 
17. The Mrs, was Elizabeth Peltz, 
of Chestnut Hill, Pa. The hand- 
some Major Barclay Warburton 
married the heiress daughter of old 
John Wanamaker. A son, Barclay, 
Jr., was divorced by Rosamond 
Lancaster, mother of Barclay 3d. 
She then married W. K. Vander- 
bilt, who had been divorced by Vir- 
ginia Fair, the dowager who now 
calls herself Mrs. Graham Fair 
Vanderbilt, though her father’s 
name was Fair and her mother’s 
name was Mooney. 

Barclay Warburton, Jr., was with 
Rudulph Valentino at the party 
after which the movie star died 








in Poor Philly Start as 
Town Goes Into Early 


Season End 


Philadelphia, May 14, 
to expectations, there 
are no less than five legitimate the- 
atres open this week, but that does 
not mean any change in the early 
closing situation, since four of the 
five attractions end their local en- 
gagements Saturday night, leaving 
but a single theatre open next week. 

The reason for the added starter 
this week is the decision of the 
management of “The Houseboat on 
the Styx” to make a second transfer 
and linger still another week. The 
show moved down to the Garrick 
last week where it did as well as at 
any time here, with between $17,000 
and $18,000 reported. About Thurs- 
day it was decided to move the piece 
over to the Broad. Opening of 
George M. Cohan's “Gambling” at 
the Garrick this Monday prevented 
its remaining there. The Broad has 
some benefits and amateur shows 
scheduled for next week so that if 
the “Houseboat” management wants 
still more time here in Philly, they 
will have to move back again to the 
Erlanger, available after this Satur- 
day night. 

The two oriental thrillers that 
opened in opposition did not get on 
any too well. The Shuberts’ heavy 
and expensive “South of Siam,” at 
the Lyric, got mixed notices, tend- 
ing towards pans, and couldn’t do 
better than $7,000 on the week, 
which was no profit. It closes its 
local engagement Saturday night 
and, according to present plans, will 
not go into New York this spring. 
The house will probably close, since 
attempts to bring Ethel Barrymore 
over for a short engagement of “The 
Love Duel” have fallen through. 
With the closing of the Lyric the 
Shuberts will be entirely washed up 
here for the season, and there is 
small likelihood of any of their 
houses reopening until August. It 
is the earliest closing this chain has 
experienced here in years. 


Contrary 


Tough Break 
“Chinese O'Neill,” the other orf- 
ental thriller, got the toughest 


break in the world on its Monday 
opening when the death of Georges 
Romain forced the ringing down of 
the curtain and a refund. The show 
reopened at the Walnut Tuesday 
night but never got started. It, too, 
will close its local stay Saturday 
night instead of continuing for 
three or four weeks. The Walnut 
will be dark for several weeks but 
may reopen later in June with a 
couple of other tryouts. 

“Three Cheers” was the one, big 
smashing success of last week, 
Opening to a little less than ca- 
pacity Monday at the Erlanger, this 
Will Rogers-Dorothy Stone musical 
hit went to capacity by Wednesday 
and after that the only variation 





and Barclay was taken to a hos- 
pital. Warburton subseduently 
tried directing films at the Fox 
studios. His sister, Mary Brown 
Warburton, tried designing cos- 
tumes for picture productions. At 
one time she was constantly seen 
with Harry Fender, the musical 
comedy actor. Later she was at- 
tended by William Collier, Jr. 








Of the game name but of a dif- 
ferent family is William John War- 
burton, of New York, divorced by 
Edna Hoyt, who then married An- 
dre Lord, William John Warburton 
succeeded Ben Lyon, movie actor, 
as cavalier of Marilyn Miller. 





Betty Best’s Travels 
Betty Best is returning to Paris 
in June. After living there for 
over two years, she was back in 
New York this winter, While in 
(Continued on page 59) 





6th week). Slipped back $2,000, but 
still big at $22,000. Can linger for 
g00d while around that, 

“Jarnegan” (Selwyn, 12th week). 
Off about grand last week to $14,- 
000. Will stay as long as business 
warrants. Nothing underlined for 
house, 

“A Hundred Years Old” (Harris, 
3d week). Beginning to recede, but 
topping dramas at $16,000. Skinner 
name a draw, 

“Dracula” (Blackstone, 6th week). 
Mystery getting a play from the 
curlous and those who read the 
novei; $13,000; very good. 

Scandals” (Grand, 5th week). 
Toppled under $30,000. Severe joit 
and terrific dive. Another week 
tacked on, but doegn’t look like 
anything will help. 

“Diamond Lil” (Great Northern, 
16th week). Exiting next week with 
plenty of profit. Slumped badly 
simce moving from main stem; 
$10,000. 

“Harlem” (Majestic, 24 week). 
Standing still, with prospects none 
to good; $13,000. 

“The Nut Farm” (Cort, 1st wosk). 
Very good opening, but papers re- 
fused to go for it. Trade flickered 


gross Was repdrted at 
000 and $47,000, with the manage- 
ment figuring on breaking the house 
record is week. A few more like 
this, with the crowds hanging to the 
rafters, and the Erlanger would be 
on its feet for fair. 

This week’s only opening ia 
Cohan’s “Gambling,” which is in for 
three weeks at the Garrick, and, be« 
ing without opposition the last two, 
has a great chance for real money. 
It\ was enthusiastically received 
Monday night. 

The Garrick, thus, becomes the 
only definite candidate for summer 
continuance, although there are still 
reports that the Erlanger will re- 
open in June with Ziegfeld’s “Show 
Girl,” following “Gambling” at the 
Garrick, will be Vincent Youman’s 
musical piece, variously known as 
“Emmy Lou” and “Horseshoes.” 
That comes in June 3 for two weeks. 
After that the season of dramatic 
summer stock will begin, with ten 
weeks figured on. 


Estimates of the Week 


“House Boat on the Styx” 
(Broad, Ist week). House reopened 
after week's inactivity, to take this 
musical, which had already played 
the Erlanger and Garrick. Show 
can only stay a week, however, as 
amateurs have booking there next 
week, 

“Three Cheers” (Erlanger, 2d 
week). A riot here, duplicating Bos- 
tonrun. After Tuesday of last week 
it was absolute capacity. Estimated 
between $46,000 and $47,000, and 
may beat house record this week, 
Then house goes dark, with possi- 
bility of Ziegfeld booking in June. 

“Gambling” (Garrick, 1st week). 


wag in the matter of standees, The 
etwétn sis 


New Cohag melodrama, greeted en- 
thusiasticajly on opening Monday 
night. In for three weeks, with 


Vincent Youman’s musical comedy 
and summer dramatic stock lined up 
to follow. “House Boat on the 
Styx” claimed better than $17,000. 
“South of Siam” (Lyric, 24 week). 
Final week for this Oriental thriller 
expensively produced, and not well 
received here. Not over $7,000. 
“Chiness O'Neill (veainut, 8a 


week). Another Oriental thrille: 





all week to approximately $11,000 


that had touch break. Hardly $5,000 
on seven performances, 
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Important Guest Star Stock 
Proj ject at Philadelphia Garrick 





S. F. Stanton and W. R. Kane Promise Impressive | 
Names—10 Weeks, Starting June 17, at $2 Top| 


and Subscription Drive—Madge Kennedy Starter 
emetnainentiuninte + 


Philadelphia, May 14. 

Although this has been admitted- 
ly one of the toughest legitimate 
seasons that Philadelphia has had 
in years, and although the closing 
of the season has come 
much earlier than usual in the great 
majority of the city’s 1egular the- 
atres, an attempt is to be made to 
establish a summer dramatic stock 
company 


regular 


here, something the city 
has not had in years and is a dar- 
ing experiment. : 
An organization guided by New 
York theatrical interests, under the 
management of Sanford F. 
experienced stock man, and form- 
erly with Wagenals & Kemper, and 
William R. leased the 
Garrick for ten weeks commencing 
June 17. They will operate under 
the title of “The Play of the Week,” 


Inc. Hamilton McFadden has been 
engaged as director, 


Stanton, 


Kane, has 


Guest Star Idea 


Under the announced plans the 
company will consist of a perma- 
nent company recruited from Broad- 
way players, and headed by a suc- 
cession of guest stars, It is the in- 
tention to bring each star to Phila- 
delphia for an engagement of two 
weeks, during which time two plays 
will be presented. The plays to be 
ehosen will be either success in 
which the stars have appeared or 
will provide the novelty of seeing 
the stars in totally unexpected roles 
eriginally created by others. 

Unless unforeseen circumstances 
force a change, the first of the vis- 
iting stars will be Madge Kennedy, 
who will begin her brief stay with 
a one week's engagement in “Paris 
Bound.’ For her second week she 
will revive “Fair and Warmer,” the 
Avery Hopwood farce, which first 
brought her to stardom. 

Following Miss Kennedy, sched- 
ule calls for Katherine Cornell in 
“The Royal Family,’ to be followed 
by a play of her own selection. 

For the succeeding weeks the pro- 
gram will be chosen from among 
the following: Grant Mitchell in 
revivals of “The Tailor-Made, Man,” 
and “The Champion’; Fay Bainter 
in revivals of “The Willow Tree,” 
and “East Is West’; Guy Bates 
Post In “The Masquerader,” and 
“Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,” and 
Helen Mencken, “Seventh Heaven.” 


Seek Subscriptions 


A subscription plan is being used, 
with theatre-goers having the choice 
of buying seats in series of five or 
ten plays. Box office prices will 
range from 50 cents to $2, with the 
majority of seats at $1 and $1.50. 

It is a rental proposition, and re- 
port has it that four weeks have 
been guaranteed by an advance pay- 
ment, so that hot weather and a 
disappointing opening will not force 
an immediate change of plans. 

The last dramatic stock experi- 
ment was put on by Milton Shubert 
at the Lyric about six years ago 
under the name of the Philadelphia 
Theatre Guild. William Gillette was 
the first guest-star, and the com- 
pany lasted about five weeks, get- 
ting great notices, but terribly bad 
weather breaks. 

The names of the stars in the 
Present operation have caused 
plenty of comment, with many of 
the wise boys being unable to figure 
how the management can afford to 
use them. It is declared by those 
in on the know that Madge Ken- 
nedy and Grant Mitchell have been 
definitely engaged, with a couple of 
ethers not so sure. 





A. T. A. Meeting 

An open meeting of the Associa- 
lion of Theatrical Agents and Man- 
agers will be held at Geneva Hall, 
West 44th street, Thursday after- 
noon, May 16. 

The mecting is 
protests made by a faction within 
the union, charging that the by-laws 
and constitution were not properly 


drawn nor presented to the mem- 
bership. 


the outcome of 





“Show Boat” $45,000 in 
Hub; “Good Boy” Out 


Boston, May 14. 

“Show Boat” at the Colonial went 
right after the record set by Will 
Rogers in “Three Cheers” at the 
same house and grossed $45,000 the 
first week. The Colonial after a so- 
so season is winding up with a 
bang. 

“(jood Bov” at the Shubert closed 
Saturday. According to statements, 
Helen Kane withdrew and Hammer- 
stein folded the show. He accused 
Miss Kane of quitting and throwing 
75 people out of work. Miss Kane 
was last reported in a local hospital 
and “sickness” is supposed to be her 


excuse, Business wasn’t so good 
last week, 
“This Thing Called Love” failed 


to get started at the Plymouth and 
closed with $6,000. Blanche Yurka 
in “The Wild Duck” booked in. 
“Luckee Girl” finished out six weeks 
at the Apollo, old Keith house taken 
ever by thé Shuberts.. Strong run 
for first show in the old house. Eva 
LeGallienne took over the Hollis for 


two weeks and has extended the 
stay to. three. Advance sale is 
strong. 


Grant Mitchell’s stay at the Cop- 
Jey in a tryout of “Andrew Takes a 
Wife” ended after two weeks. Show 
proved to be no vehicle for him. E. 
E. Clive is repeating with “The 
Ghost Train.” 

The Opera House, Wilbur 
Tremont houses are closed. Ma- 
jestic has gone talkie. “Blossom 
Time” opened Monday at the Apollo. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Hollis—Civic Repertory Theatre, 
2va LeGallienne. Stay extended to 
three weeks on strength of first 
week’s business of $19,000. 

Colonial—‘Show Boat” (2a week). 
Show went right after the house 


and 





FLAG FOR “ST. SCENE” 


A flag acclaining “Street 
Seene’ as the 1929 Pulitzer 
prize play made its appearance 
on the 48th St. Theatre early 
Monday morning. 

The flag being hoisted at the 
same time the list of Pulitzer 
awards were released for the 
afternoon papers 


Trucks and Props 
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Saturday morning trucks rolled 
up to the Forrest theatre bent on 
getting the scenery of “Carnival.” 


Nick Yellenti, the scenic artist, 
claimed money due from the kid 
producer, Irving Lande and sicked 


the sheriff on to him. Some ar- 
rangement was made to hold the 
law off for the day, the show shut- 
ting after Saturday night’s perform- 
ance. Lande was backed by A. God- 
frey, said to be of Wall street and 
Boston. 

Pretty nearly 
curred Monday 
Longacre where 


the same thing oc- 
afternoon at the 
“Mystery Square” 
closed Saturday, A couple of but- 
tonhole makers were supposed to 
take the show ever but didn’t. Then 
the actors went into session, argu- 
ing pro and con whether they con- 
tinue co-operatively, While they 
were in conference a truck came 
along and away went the settings. 





BOBBY PERKINS RETIRES 

With her marriage May 10 in 
New York to Herbert Hawn, non- 
pro, Bobby Perkins retired from the 


stage, 
The newlyweds sail May 15 on 
the “Berengaria.” 





record. 
$45,000. 

Apollo—‘Blossom Time” (ist 
week). “Luckee Girl’ topped off six 
g00d weeks with $13,000. 

Shubert—“Good Boy” (5th week). 
Show booked for eight weeks but 
departure of Helen Kane from cast 
forced closing. Latest gross $16,000, 
six grand under previous week. 

Plymouth—"The Wild Duck” (ist 
week). “This Thing Called Love” 
closed after tough sledding; $6,000. 

Tremont—Dark. 

Wilbur—Dark. 

Opera House—Dark. 


Cast intaet as to principals; 








The Speaking Stage 


By J. C. 





Hollywood, May 10. 

Pardon a bit of a nightmare, but 
the last 160 days were, shall we say, 
kaleidoseopic. A walk from Central 
Park down Broadway to the famil- 
iar Club, a return through a few 
bloeks of teeming Times Square, a 
being drawn into a _ building—into 
an office—a flutter of contracts, and 
technical terms and things in the 
air, and suddenly one was uprooted 
from eight straight years in the 
metropolis, into four days across the 
eontinent, then into a make-believe 
world on the lovely California coast, 
some hurried work at a desk, days 
an@ nights of it, it seems, and now 
for the last half hour, I have been 
taking a quiet little stroll—through 
a French street—a Roman forum— 
a New York corner at, let us say, 
34th and 8th avenue, then past some 
rookeries as they existed at the old 
“Five Points” in New York’s down- 
town—then abruptly into a land- 
seape piled with 10 feet of snow, 
the trees snow-covered although 
backed by bright sunlight, then a 
twist into an Italian villa, then, to 
make it good, across the street into 
a middle western college fraternity 
house, and thus, dizzily, into a large 
building, called the “commissary,” 
in which, eating with casual lan- 
guidness were princes and Indians 
and queens and beggars and crooks 
and priests and lovely women of all 
nations and all ages, most of them 
eating soft-boiled eggs. 


I have seen things partially re- 
sembling it before, but only after 
a lot of drinks. 

Speaking Stage Dying 

About a half an hour’s waik)} 
through a modern studio’s grounds, 
‘one gulps a little and says: “Dear 


old speaking stage, what have they 
done to you?” 

And yet, that is silly. Talking 
pictures did not hurt the speaking 
ae ge. They came in because the 
speaking stage was already dying. 
There is no use in attempting to 
stop progress, 





Time was when only great noble- 
men could afford paintings on their 


Nugent 
baronial walls. Later, in every 
hovel a reproduction loomed, at 


times more satisfying than the orig- 
inal, Time was when all books 
were manuscripts in long-hand, then 
came the printing press, the news- 
paper, and knowledge held in the 
hands of a few was flooded to the 
world. Automobiles added a hun- 
dred miles of contact to each man’s 
daily life. The changing world. 

The speaking stage will never die, 
but it will become more and more 
a smaller, more perfect, more lovely 
little artistic aristocracy, fed from 
the stock companies of ambitious 
drama-loving actors, represented by 
perfection in its metropolitan casts 
and productions; but it long ago 
ceased to be a business for the actor 
who had no other means of sup- 
port. 

The talk about the road being 
dead for the speaking stage is 25 
years late. The road never was 
any good for traveling companies. 
With rare exceptions, few touring 
companies made any money. It is 
true there were many touring com- 
panies because there was not any 
other outlet for the actor. In those 
days troupers needed little—and got 
little, but they had to continue 
trouping because there was nothing 
else to do. In these days, where 10 
or $12,000 a week is a total weekly 
gross not to be despised by small 
cast New York plays, the principal 
actors, compared to what they are 
worth in talking pictures would not 
be much overpaid if given the whole 
speaking stage gross, That is a 
condition and not a 
same actor is worth more as a pic- 
ture actor because he can play to 
the whole world at once. 

Meanwhile the speaking stage will 
| gradually become what it should 
lalways have been—a profession and 





not a business, an art followed by 
those who love the theatre to the 
exclusion of any other advantage. 
From such must come the great 
original productions of the, in some 
eases much greater reproductions 
| whic h must henceforth furnish 
j dre: ms to the world. 


| 
| 
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Franee she was visited several 
her husband, Leo Best. 
Leo returned a few weeks ago with 
Philip Plant, the two having lived 
in Paris and Nice while the young 
millionaire was being divoreed from 


Constance Bennett, daughter of 
Richard Bennett. 
Oddly enough, when Constance 


and Plant eloped and were married 
in Greenwich, after Constance had 
been divorced from Chester IL, 
Moorhead, Leo and Betty Best were 
the witnesses. Leo and Betty also 
accompanied Frederick Almy, the 
Arizona cowboy, to Florida, for the 
marriage with the enormously rich 
Michelham, mother of the 
present Lord Michelham, Later the 
elderly Mrs. Almy lied, and left a 
fortunate ‘> the cowboy, who then 
married June Dibble,Paris manne- 
quin, daughter of a British general. 

When Betty first lived in Paris 
she shared a suite a* the Ritz with 
Daisy Green, widow of Isaac G. 
Waterman, coal mine millionaire. 
Mrs. Waterman marrie and di- 
vorced Ted de Kanters, and re- 
sumed the name of Waterman. 
Later Betty shared the Paris apart- 
ment of the wealthy Ethel Hutchin- 
son, of New York, and hobnobbed 
with Mrs. Paul Dubonnet, the fa- 
mous Jean Nash, whose father was 
a vice-president of the Erie Rail- 


road, and who has had five hus- 
bands. 

While Betty was in Paris, her 
Yusband went to the South Sea 


Islands with William B. 
millionaire who married 
Xenia of Russia, niece of King 
Constantine of Greece, In New 
York Betty plays bridge with Char- 
lotte King Palmer, former showgirl, 
who was once robbed of jewels val- 
ued at $650,000. 


Leeds, the 
Princess 


Sold a House 


Mrs. Pleasants Penningten, wife 
of the architect, has sold her house 
in East 61st street, She was Alice 
Damrosch, daughter of Walter 
Damrosch, the conductor. lier 
mother was Margaret Blaine, 
daughter of James G, Blaine, Sec- 
retary of State under President 
Garfield. Mrs. Pennington is a sis- 
ter of Mrs. Thomas K, Finletter, 
who, as Gretchen Damrosch, once 
had a play produced by Mrs. Sam- 
uel Insull, and of Mrs. Robert Lit- 
tell, who, as Anita Damrosch, has 
acted on Broadway, as in “The 
Lady Lies,” earlier this season, 

A few months ago Mrs. Littell 
sold her house in East 8lst street 
to Mrs. John J. Weaver, known on 
the stage as Peggy Wood. Watter 
Damrosch’s sister married David 
Mannes, and a Mannes daughter 
married Jo Meilziner, the stage 
decorator, brother of Kenneth Me- 
Kenna, the actor. 

Gilberts F 

In Hollywood there 
berts and John W. Gilberts, The 
film star, John, was first divorced 
by Olivia Burwell and then by 
Leatrice Joy, The social registerite, 
John W., recently parted from his 
wife, Prudence Hussey. They were 
married in 1926, and left New York, 
where they have fashionable con- 
nections, and settled in Beverly 
Hills, His mother, who was orig- 
inally Margaret Bacon, is now 
known as Mrs. Bacon Gilbert, hav- 
ing divorced the late Clinton Gil- 
bert, Clinton Gilbert then married 
Magdalene Spear, who wags first 
Mrs. French, and is now Mrs. Vin- 
cent Rothwell. 

John W. Gilbert is a brother of 
Mrs. Gilbert Perry, who divorced 
Gray Perry, and of Francis Gilbert, 


are John Gil- 


who married Clara Onativia. Fur- 
ther complications are thus intro- 
duced, for Clara’s father, J. Victor 


Onativia, Jr., 
by Clara Ba 


after heing divorced 
relay, married Clarisse 


Coudert, who had divorced Conde 
Nast, publisher. Mrs. Coudert-Nast- 
Onativia now lives apart from 


Onativia, and Conde Nast has mar- 


ried Leslie Foster. 
The Hornblows 

For many long years Arthur 
Hornblow was manodging editor of 
Theatre Magazine. lie resigned 
from that office a few years ago. 
| His son, the amusingly high-hat 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr., has become 
|} general factotum for Samuel Gold- 
wy n. 

The younger Mrs. Hornblow is 


| 


jby, « 


JULIE L 


Mrs 


that charming actress, t rus- 


ighter of Mr. and 


— 


Of the three dozen odd attractions 
on Broadway at least one-third are 
on a week-to-week 

Summer crop of 
pears to be somewhat intangible, 
Former annual revue fixtures are 
either off for the present or dated 
for late summer, approximately the 
siart of the new season. 

Talking pictures are hogging 42d 
street as they are the Broadway 
frontage houses. There are four 
legit houses with talkers current and 
a fifth has been wired. Indications 
are that but one house on that 
thoroughfare will go through sume 
mer with a stage show, New Ame 
sterdam (‘““‘Whoopee”). With eight 
houses lighted, 45th street will be 
the busiest during the summer as 
regards legitimate shows, four of 
which appear easily strong enough 
to last. 

Last week's single premiere, 
First Law,” at the Masque was 
yanked Saturday. “Grand Street 
Follies” for its first full week at the 
Booth got about $12,000, moderately 


food, 


basis. 


new shows ap- 


“The 


Dramas 


“Street Scene” awarded the Pue 
litzer prize, apparently with little 
opposition, continues to lead the 
non-musicals, with approximately 
21,000 in nine performances; 
“Journey's End,” likewise a drama, 
lis virtually as strong at over $20,- 
000; “Bird in Hand” next at $17,500; 
“Holiday” and “Caprice,” $16,000; 
“Let Us Be Gay,” $15,000 is big; 
“Camel Through the Needle’s Eye,” 


about the same; “Strange Intere 
lude,” “Kibitzer”’ and “Courage,” 
$11,000; “The Love Duel,” slightly 
more; “Brothers,” over $10,000; 


“Age of Innocence,” 
“Congratulations,” Improved somes 
what, $8,000; “Meet the Prince” 
slipped to $6,000; about same for 
“My Girl Friday”; others down as 
low as $2,000, and business generally 
continues on the down grade. > 

Even the leaders felt the depres- 
sion that came last Saturday when 
the weather was mild, heralding the 
out-of-doors season, Brokers 
dumped tickets into cut rates, 
Usually when Saturday trade dips 
in the summer months, Monday is 
the better night for theatres, but 
that didn’t get at the start of this 
week, 


off to $9,000;. 


Musicals 


“Whoopee” and “Follow Thru” 
were virtually unaffected by virtue 
of strong advance sales, the figures 
again being $48,000 and $40,000; 
“The New Moon” makes up the big 
three of current musicals; it got 
$36,000 last week; “Hold Every- 
thing” claimed more than $30,000, as 
did “Pleasure Bound”; “Spring ts 
Here” approximated $25,000; “The 
Little Show” is in a spot among the 
new attractions and is very big, get- 
ting $22,000 last week; “Hello 
Daddy” held up well at $17,000; little 
less for “Music in May,” “The Red 
Robe” and “Lady Fingers”; “Black- 
birds” over $15,000; “Messin’ 
Around” very bad, under $5,000. 

Sudden closings last Saturday and 
those stopping this week account 
for a total of eight withdrawals, 
“Mima” closes this week, as d6es 
“Man's Estate” and “The Sea Gull’; 
added to last week’s closings were 
| “Carnival,” “Mystery Square,” “Har- 
lem,” “The First Law’ and “The 
Come-on Man.” Opening next week 
are “A Night in Venice,” Shubert 
(“Red Robe” moved to Jolson’s); 
“Two Merry Wives,” Fulton; “Chi- 


nese O'Neil,” Forrest, and a return 
date of “Cyrano de Bergerac,” 
Hampden’s., 





T. Crosby of Washington and War- 
renton, Va. Her father was Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Treasury un- 
der William G. McAdoo. One of 
Juliet’s sisters is the Countess 
Mario Carracciolo de Melito of 
Rome, and the youngest, Celeste, 
recently married Ralph Miller of 
New York. The wedding in War- 
renton had impressive features, for 
the bride was attended by Princess 
Elizabeth de Ligne, daughter of the 
Belgian Ambassador, and the cere- 
mony was witnessed by General 
Henry T. Allen, Senor Ferrara, the 
Cuban Ambassador, etc. Mr. Miller 
has been appointed Vice-Consul] in 
Buenos Aires. 


On Sutton Place 





Eleanor Shaler, the actress, has 
taken a maisonette apartmené In 
bist street, overlooking the East 
River. She is a daughter of Gen- 
eral Charles Shaler. 6 

Tauis Calhern, actor, and his wife, 
Julia Hoyt, actress, have joined the 
poadie m Place colony. Calhern, who 
| ¢ hanged his name from Vost, is a 
| brother of Emma Voet, associate < 
} aet (10K < litox or Vieecie. who rare 
| ried Raymond Ives in March. 
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4 Best Sellers 
ity BRENTANO’S, retail booksellers, reports 
hf FICTION 
4 Dodeworth .....csccccesecs  Sinelair Lewis ........¢.seeceess $2.50 
A Awake and Rehearse........Louis Bromfield ...... ne 0'ondene See 
. Father William .............Donald Ogden Stewart.......... $2.00 
1h illusion Bais phe eaeshensedns Lp Train ere ee ee eeeeaeeaeeaeaeee $2.50 
" Be. Arte .... 065 ecccccccccccs MODSPE HichOns..ccccccccsccccsse $2.50 
. Murder by Clock. .ccccccocc. MUtUs DA. - Pies veneeandnasaeie $2.00 
GENERAL 
Henry the Eighth...........Francis Hackett......ccceseeses $3.00 
Preface to Morals...........Walter Lippmann.....cccccesess $2.50 
On the Bottom..............Commander Ellisberg............ $3.00 
Mid-Channel ............... Ludwig Lewisohn...... ccccecces SOOO 
Swords and Roses..........Joseph Hergesheimer ........... $3.50 
i Art of Thinking.......... ab gE III > cbc oak) uxehs esa $2.50 
BAKER & TAYLOR CO. (wholesale national booksellers): 
FICTION 
Dark Hester ........+006....Amme D. Sedgwick....... eee eees $2.50 
i es i na cde candela AAD Fics chbebcokcenes® ae 
fi Cradle of the Deep..........Joan Lowell ...... seccceseececes $3.00 
if Storm House. ..........+...-Kathleen Norris .......ceeeee: $2.00 
.. UMNONOTE TOOT. cc occ cccscce SRG! PO. AdGOMS. ....cccisecacs $2.00 
H GENERAL 
Henry the Eighth...........Francis Hackett........ ee $3.00 
Art of Thinking.............Ernest Dimnet......... seeens $2.50 
Preface to Morals...........Walter Lippmann. .....cceseeees $2.50 
On the Bottom.............-Edward Ellsberg.......cceesce0+ $3.00 
Believe It or Not............ Robert L. Ripley................ $200 
ie -_ WOMRATH'S, chain booksellers at retaii, report: 
FICTION 
a ee Oe BS 5 5 o'50.h 455 R0déb ceed ccsce Shoei Sih seuh ator es beta a $5.00 
a Pimerant VORTS seve cccccccccccs secccccescevceseccecoovecesece 2.00 
' ? Dark Hester eee eee eeeeeeeeeeeee eee eeeePeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eee 2.50 
2 I A NIE, oo. os no nonndpinsessenesiee of, age 2.50 
Mh, Ss cha oon 5.050% 540h denen ts hedonn bonita ttn denies 2.50 
GENERAL 
Ee Peer eee ere erry ere pre ere Pr rey eee dt cree deuvasre CMD 
Mid-Channel SCC EST SESE EEO HORE EHH EOE EEE ERE eee ERED 3.50 
7. Ari uf PAIGE 0c 0c cece ceceebenceces eeeoeseseerese sess ess 250 
“SH GCavendere- MOune cccccdisccccccccaciaccbccesscescessssccccess SHR 
i rk bu seeuaesbhecesse ced sees 5.00 
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Literati 





Chris Morley Perplexed 

Christopher Morley, discoverer of 
Hoboken, says he knows Variety 
was kidding last week when it said 
that anyone had to have an “After 
Dark” coupon to get the mccoy 
beer in the village after the tunnel 
but, Chris adds, suppose some one 
of Variety readers did believe it? 
Or all of its readers? Chris think- 
ing the readers that dumb, no 
doubt—and no doubt right—since 
they read Variety, the dumbest 
sheet that ever fell off a flat bed. 

When Chris and his dough-get- 
ting pals lifted the Rialto in Ho- 
boken out of darkness, they accom- 
plished more than two armies and 
Sir Jos. Ginsberg ever could. They 
have made the beer slab all over 
again, so that now when in the 
place where people stumbled over 
the holes in the street trying to find 
the ferry, they see enough light to 
think Broadway has moved over. 
Still, Chris, the discoverer, relates, 
just supposing the dumbbells 
should also believe he is splitting 
with the steins? That's tough, too, 
for the amateur showman who 
made good on his first try should 
be splitting if he isn’t, and he isn't 
because he’s Chris Morley. 

Chris siys he has no side line, 
excepting writing, which now in- 
cludes writing checks, an innova- 
tion for Christopher. Chris men- 
tions he’s at the Rialto, 23d week, 
every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, also at “The Black Crook,” 
10th week. More interesting would 
be for Chris to tell where he is the 
other nights, 

The full association of Hoboken 
coin grabbers as listed under the 
heading of Hoboken Theatrical 
Company has the same _ Morley, 
Cleon Throckmorton, Conrad Milli- 
ken, Henry Wagstaff Gribble. 





Markey’s Break 
Gene Markey, novelist and short 


. Fatory writer, will write originals for 


Columbia Pictures. Markey, al- 
though a newcomer in the film field, 
has turned out, in the last six 
months, “Syncopation,” R-K -O; 
“Close Harmony,” Par; and “The 
Gay Lady,” now being made by Par. 





Half a Second Too Late 

Charles Samuels, novelist (“The 
Frantic Young Man”) and Brook- 
lyn newspaper legman, missed a hot 
one the other day. He lost his leg- 
and-phone job with Standard News 
Association. 

The hot one was a big poison- 
and-suicide story out Brownsville 
way. When the cops told the boys 
about it, Samuels was a couple of 
miles away. Just a dereliction of 
duty, is the way Standard looked 
at it, district reporters required to 


be on the job 24 hours a day, 7 


days a week. But Charlie thought 
he had a good reason. He was then 
and there signing up with Pathe 
to write talker dialog at 250 smack- 
ers per week. Standard pays less 
than two-fifty, much less. 

Papers all signed, Charlie calls 
up his office gets Gerald Murray, 
citved 

“Whereinell you been?” asks Ger- 


ald, who'd by now read hot one in 
the Brooklyn evenings 


“New York,” says Charlie, who 
hadn't. 

“What do you mean by going to 
New York without permission?” 


says the cityed, hot under the edi- 
torial collar. 

“Lissen, you,” answers Charlie. 
“I don’t have to ask you for permis- 
sion every time I take a shave. And 
besides—”" 

“You're 

cityed. 
“And what makes me sore,” re- 
lated the Brooklyn author sadly, “is 
that in half a second more I woulda 
resigned.” 
Samuels’ first talker job is on the 
continuity and dialog for “On the 
Stairs,” mystery talker. Robert 
Kane directing. 


fired,” comebacks the 





Pulitzer Awards 


Announcement of the Pulitzer 
prize awards boomed book sales of 
all the prize-winning volumes, es- 
pecially of Elmer Rice's play, 
“Street Scene” (also favorably af- 
fected at the box-office), and Julia 
Peterkin’s prize novel, “Scarlet 
Sister Mary.” Bobbs-Merrill, her 
publishers, had sufficient renewed 
demand to warrant five presses 
concentrating on turning out extra 
editions of the book. . 
Stephen Vintent Benet’s book of 
verse, “John Brown’s Body’’ 
(Doubleday-Doran), and Houghton- 
Mifflin’s biography, “The Training 
of an American,” by Burton J. 
Hendrick, were similarly affected. 





Louise Tausig, Translator 
Louise Tausig, wife of Carl Tau- 
sig of the Times Square Trust Co., 
has translated a German novel called 
“Scrapped,” which Covici - Friede 
have brought out. 

Macrae and the Club 
Although John Macrae, head of 
E. P. Dutton & Co. and the Book- 
of-the-Month Club has been scrap- 
ping for some time, it was the open 





letter to the book industry inserted 
by the former in last week’s issue 
of the Publishers’ Weekly, trade’s 
organ, which led the Book-of-the- 
Month Club to sue Macrae for $200,- 
000. 

In his open letter Macrae asked 
delegates to the annual convention 





of the American Booksellers’ Asso- 
ciation, held in Boston this week, 

















“~— 


to have no further dealings with the 
Book-of-the-month Club, Booksell- 
ers are expected to fall in line with 
Macrae’s plea, as the selections «f 
the Book-of-the-Month Club and 
other like organizations are sold di- 
rect by mail and not through book- 
stores. 

Concerning the $200,000 suit 
against him, Macrae says he isn’t 
| worried and, in fact, invites it. >lac- 
rae’s aim is to put the Book-of-the- 
Month Club out of business alto- 
gether, 





Larkin’s Fiction 
Mark Larkin is out as western 
editor of Photoplay, Smart Set, and 
McClures. He will be replaced by 
Maude Latham, sister-in-law of 
James Quirk who publishes these 
magazines. 

Larkin is quitting the film fan 

magazine to write fiction and sce- 
narios. Prior to joining the Quirk 
publications Larkin was director of 
publicity for Mary Pickford and 
Douglas Fairbanks. He wrote a 
number of magazine articles and 
fiction stories during his press agent 
days. 
Marquis Busby will do the re- 
viewing and interviewing Larkin 
formerly did. Miss Latham will 
handle the executive work in the 
offices, 





Too Influential 

Book publishers and book sellers, 
now in convention, are seriously go- 
ing after the book club, litexary 
guild and kindred types of literary 
merchandising organizations. Their 
influence in swaying 100,000 guar- 
anteed monthly readers in favor of 
a selected half dozen or a dozen 
volumes is decried by the publish- 
ers. While a great plug for the se- 
lected publications, the inference 
that these are the “best” books of 
the month proves too damaging to 
the book publishing industry at 
large. 

There are insinuations of re- 
straint-of-trade action in the reso- 
lutions being formulated by the 
book sellers. 





Tad’s Coinages 

The death of Tad, world-famous 
cartoonist, is still the talk of Broad- 
way. The boys sit around by the 
hour reviving cracks of the man 
who for the past nine years had 
been living in seclusion due to what 
he termed a “bum ticker.” The 
wagsters observed the noted sayings 
of Tad as reported by feature 
writers and some were incensed that 
a more thorough list of them was 
not published. Such sayings as 
“Let him alone, fellows, he was born 
with two strikes on him”; “Up with 
the napkins, boys, here comes the 
soup,” and “What, no spinach!” 
were among the many not printed. 

F. P. Dunne, Jr., With World 

Finley Peter Dunne, Jr., is now 
the dramatic editor of the New 
York World having succeeded Jeff- 
rey Holmesdale, who has returned 
to England. Dunne was an assist- 
ant managing editor of Vanity Fair 
prior to joining the World. 








Hershfeld’s History 
Harry Hershfeld is writing a his- 
tory of cartooning. It will be called 
“The Outline of Comic Art” and 
published by the Elf Co. 
The volume will be illustrated by 
another contemporary artist. 





Gag Selling 

One of the studio reporters for a 
Los Angeles daily, and reputed to 
be a Beau Brummel of the Fourth 
Estate, requested at the Hollywood 
studio press agents to furnish him 
with gags to be used in a column 
of short squibbs and wise cracks. 
The P. A.’s responded after spend- 
ing much time in building up 
humorous ideas around their play- 
ers, but when they discovered the 
reporter has sold these gags to a 
national fan publication without in- 
corporating the players’ names, the 
P. A.’s put a stop order on. 

P. A. Sells Play 

Sam Warvawsky has sold a play 
;called “The Great sullkahn” to 
Henry Forbes. Sam is assistant to 
Hy Daab, publicity director for 
Radio Pictures. Daab collaborated 
in “Ringside,” stage produced last 








fall. Warsawsky has a trunkful of 
|} manuscripts. One, “Who Is Your 
|Father?”, had a week's tryout re- 
cently in the Rivera, Brooklyn. 
Deresley Morton’s Sex 
1 at 
the Highland hospital, county in- 


| stitution, at Oakland, Cal., revealed 


tangled identities. Miss Morton, 


| 

' 

! 

. 

The death of Deresley Mortor 
‘ 

} 
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1er diary and correspondence indi- 
| cated, as a literary aid to authors. 
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London As It Looks 


By Hannen Swaffer 


London, May 3. 
Sybil Thorndike was back in tragedy. The curtain had fallen on the 
second act of “Mariners,” just as though it was a Greek play. Mrs. 
Godfrey Tearle sat crying her eyes out. The theatre seemed back for 
a few minutes where it belonged—in the place where it tears at your 
heart strings and gnaws at your memory. 
Indeed, Sybil had given the finest performance of the year. 





Our Allied Artists 


When I went down in the hall, two reporters were waiting for me. 
They had a typewritten statement saying that “Bertie Meyer, the the- 
atrical producer, has called a meeting of West End Theatre managers 
to consider ta. present position of theatres as affected by talkers. The 
various managers will be asked to consider the formation of a body 
similar to the Allied Artists organization in America.” 

“That's funny,” I said. “Surely Bertie Meyer knows that the stars 
who formed the Allied Artists each possessed an existing outfit; that 
they had each made their own pictures and then marketed them alto- 
gether. How can Meyer form an Allied Artists organization here?” 

“Oh, it’s very important,” said the reporters. “A press manager sent 
it out. What managers ought we to see?” 

“I wouldn't worry if I were you,” I said, 


“That isn't the way to fight 
the talkers.” 





“No Statement For the Press” 

Then I called over Walter Payne, the chairman of the West End Man- 
agers’ Association. 

“What do you know about this, Walter?” I asked, 

“I have never heard of it,” he said. “If it were serious, surely the 
West End managers would know about it.” 

“There you are,” I said to the reporters. 
that.” 

Still, I found in the papers the next day that Meyer had called to- 
gether some people like Godfrey Tearle, Gerald du Maurier, Leslie Hen- 
son, Hatry Welchman and Franklin Dyall, that “the proceedings were 
private and that, by resolution, it was agreed that no statement should 
be made public at present.” 

“Come on, tell me something about it,” I said to one of the actor 
managers that night. “Don't pull this comic stuff on me.” 

“I am not saying a word,” he replied. “The truth is, I woke up early 
so I thought I would go along and hear 'em talk. Heavens, they did 
talk, some of them.” 

“What happened?” I said. 

“Nothing,” he replied. “I knew that before I went.” 


“You needn't worry about 





The Wiring of the Theatres 

The Coliseum and the Alhambra are being wired. Orders were given 
this week for the Moss Empire houses to be fitted up with talker ap- 
paratus. The first that will ever be heard in an ordinary London the- 
atre goes into the Palace, in a week's time, for the month during which 
they rehearse “Follow Thru’.” 

Meanwhile, one or two managers, who are doing well just at present, 
talk about the nonsense written about talkers, while the others have 
got the wind up very badly—two years late. 

No manager has found one new author this year, or one new composer, 
or one new actor, or one new actress. 





The Threat of “Broadway Melody” 

In the meantime, I saw the trailer of “Broadway Melody” last night, 
and I can only say that, if the rest of it is as good as this, there will 
soon be an end of the theatre as we know it today. If you can put a 
show like that on in small towns, the glamor of the London stage has 
gone. 

Besides, the theatre does not know that all the publicity has now gone 
definitely over to films, film stars and film futures. People do not seem 
to care any longer what American show any London manager is bring- 
ing over. 

It is not Tallulah Bankhead who gets the publicity now, but Pola 
Negri, not Gladys Coeper but Greta Garbo. 





Clive Brook Returns Home 

When I met Clive Brook the other day, he told me it was the first 
time he had seen me since I made a.speech at the Faculty of Arts dinner, 
{ should think, six years ago. 

“You then said, ‘Movies are made for minds of children 14 years old’,” 
he said. “Are you of that opinion now?” 

Oh, there has been a change since then, hasn’t there? 

In the meantime, a neglected English actor has gone to America and 
made a fortune, merely one of scores—men, I mean, unappreciated in 
this country. 

“What do they really think of me in America?” I asked. 

“It’s rather funny,” he replied. “They get irritated. In Hollywood, 
the stars say, ‘I'll never read that fellow again’ and then, next week, 
they pick it up eagerly. By the way, we complain in Hollywood that 
we do not get ‘Variety’ until Sunday, four days after publication. If 


they were to print a special edition on thin paper, it could be sent by 
air. We look for it eagerly.” 





Another Englishmen Looks Round 

Another Englishman I met was Roy Pomeroy, one of the greatest 
technicians in the American film trade. His photographic devices are 
famous right across the industry. He is a mechanical genius and yet 
he is an Englishman who, having returned to England, finds that the 
film industry here is using all the old-fashioned apparatus. 

He and a few other Englishmen now employed by Hollywood could 
create te industry here in a few months. But no, they know too much 
for the muddlers at home. They come here and they go back again. 

It was Pomeroy, of course, who made the talker film, “Interference,” 
and who was the first expert in the talker business after the Warner 
Brothers. Had his plans been listened to, months might have been saved, 

“Broadway Melody,” of course, was written by an Englishman—Eddie 


Goulding, who was a small part actor in London before he went to 
America. 





| Really Meet Royalty 
By the way, I seem to have ‘surprised Alan Parsons, the “Daily Mail” 
critic, last night. 
When I spoke to him in the Vaudeville theatre, a tall young man, who 
was with him, said, “Oh, Mr. Swaffer, I've met you in the Savoy hotel.” 
[am so used to being met in the Savoy hotel that I walked away. 


nr, * 
Now I know how to treat a Royal prince,” said Parsons, coming 
over to me, 


“What do you mean?” I asked 

“That was Prince George of Russia,” he said. 
you did not take any notice. 
his wife—“she curtsied.” 

Now, I ask you. I am so used now to meeting really important people 
like Tallulah Bankhead, Layton and Johnstone and Rex Evans, that 
Russian royalties seem two a penny. This reminds me that Rex Evans, 
wno is always appearing in the “Daiiy Mait’ Bossip when Charles Graves 
is writing it, had measles last week and now has the mumps. As he 


“He told you so, but 
When Viola met him’—Viola Tree is 





weighs nearly 230 pounds, it must make even him laugh. And he is a 
comedian! 
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Plays on Broadway 





THE JADE GO 





Mis » melodrama in three acts pre- | 
ented by Ben Stein at the Cort, May 13. } 
Adapted by William EB. Barry from Alan 
Sul an’s novel Staged by Walter Green- 

igt ‘ | 
Verkins ..-Margaret Wycher'y 
Jobn Millicemt...c«seeerees Ronald Dexter | 
Jack Derrick...ceessereers Richard Ni holls | 
Edith Derrick.....- ee eeee Gwyneth Gordon 
Mrs. Thursby...secceceess ..Phyliis Joyce ; 
John Martin....«««- H. Mc'ollum 
Jean Millicent ceccccceesLsyl@ Stackpole 
inspector Burke.........-.Stanley Harrison 
BIUNE cccccccccccvseeccecccosers Leslic King 
"PLOTS ..cccccccccetesseosese Oscar Serlin 


Benny Stein made his debut as a 


producer Mondsy with “The Jade 
God.” at the Cort. He is a popular 
young man along Broadway, for- 
merly a crack theatre treasurer. 
Many well-wishers were out front 
ind the show registered. Mystery 


plays seem to have a certain draw 
but none has actually landed this 
season, all dependent upon Joe Le- 
blang, which about applies to the 
latest entrant. 

“The Jade God" was adapted from 
a novel. Its locale is an old house in 
a small English town. The first 
brief scene shows the master, John 
Millicent, dead, bent across his desk. 
Two servants are in the room, Per- 
kins, the maid, and Martin, the gar- 
dener. Millicent’s throat has been 
cut by a creese which he brought 
from the Orient. Weeks pass, but 
the inquest had not indicated the 
murderer. 

The house is taken over by Jack 
Derrick, author and amateur detec- 
tive, who is in love with Jean Milli- 
cent, daughter of the murdered man. 
He has promised to solve the mys- 
tery. Seeking a clue he finds a small 
jade idol which Millicent had taken 
from a Far Eastern shrine. The 
legend of the idol is that whoever 
keeps it will be cursed, that love will 
change to hate and sacrifices must 


be made before it. After the murf- 
der there is a bond of secrecy be- 
tween the two servants. To compli- 
cate the situation, an itinerant ped- 
dler, Blunt, from the Orient comes 
into the scenes like a Sinister char- 
}acter. 

Signs point to this odd fellow as 
the killer. His mission is to recover 


the jade god, word coming from his 
native hills that if he fails he must 
die. Several times he is about to 
knife Derrick after hypnotizing him. 
In the end the scene is set to re- 
enact the murder. This brings con- 
fession from one character about 
whom there was no suspicion. 

“The Jade God” quite successfully 
sereens the guilty person and that is 
its principal factor. The first act is 
chatty, too much so. Second and 
third ats have exciting moments, 
which provide the show's chances. 

Margaret Wycherly is Perkins, the 
maid, curiously influenced by the 
idol. It is hardly an important as- 
signment but probably requires the 
quietly imaginative characterization 
she gave. Miss Wycherly is also 
current appearing in the _ early 
scenes of “Strange Interlude.” 

Richard Nicholls played the.» de- 
tective-author very well. It could 
have been overdone. Stanley Harri- 
son provided what limited comedy 
there is as an English policeman. 
His whiskey drinking bit was funny. 
H. H. McCollum was the ponderous 
and somewhat bewildered gardener. 
Leslie King, with an impressionable 
facial make-up, looked vicious 
enough to kill a regiment. Phyllis 
Joyce, as an annoying widow; Lyle 
Stackpole as Jean, and Gwyneth 
Gordon as Jack’s sister completed 
the actual playing cast. 

“The Jade God” impresses as a 
moderate morey show, but entranc- 
ing on the eve of summer, doubtful 
if it weathers the heated spell. 

Ibee. 








Little Theatre Tournament 


- 








With the exception of Wednes- 
day’s bill which Sam Kopp, of the 
staff, reviewed, the undersigned sat 
through the other four nights, and, 
as disclosed in the appended box, 
Variety‘s selections are at variance 
with those of the judges. These, too, 
are recounted elsewhere in these 
columns. é 

Friday's bill, following which the 
judges selected the four eligibles for 
the Belasco trophy competition on 
the following evening, produced two 
contenders. The other two like- 
wise were chosen from the same 
night's bill, Wednesday’s quartet of 


the gravity of her condition, their 
exuberant tango (in itself an excel- 
lently staged terpsichorean inter- 
lude) proves the wife’s death dance. 
The sketch is colored with con- 
siderable human interest and lights 
and shadings of character, in which 
the medico and the nurse contrib- 
uted effectively. 





Edna 


Temple Arts Club of Cincinnati, O., In 
original sketch by Ralph C. Zimmerman 
(who directed and also is a member of the 
cast), and Robert F. Chester, set in a do- 
mestic household in Evanston, a suburb of 
Cincinnati. 





entries, 

The Friday showings all dealt 
‘with the morbid death theme. The 
first two were eligible for Samuel 
French awards and the last two 
were heretofore published playlets. 





The End of the Dance 
Anniston Little Theatre of Anniston, Ala- 
bama, in Hudson Strode’s original sketch, 
staged by Donald Marye (dance designed by 


Frank Jones); set im a doctor's sitting 
room. 

Madeline Maraden............+++ Edel Ayers 
Dr. Stanley Gregg......- Raymond Wheeler 
Nurse Trewin....... eepeveceess Carrie Knox 
Gerald Marsden. .....cccccccss os -.Knox Ide 





There were many excellent pro- 
ductions of heretofore published 
playlets but the original fund of 
material was not so rich in promise. 
This rather well done and well writ- 
ten sketch readily suggested itself 
for a French award. 

It is a human little theme, done 
nicely by the southern players, hav- 
ing to do with a dilletante com- 
poser’s return from a year in Italy, 
only to find his wife seriously ailing 


Edna Schmidt....... «+see+-Katherine Gray 
“Mom” Schmidt..... oeoocesees Dolly Britten 
Fred Schmidt......... ---Raiph Zimmerman 
“Dad” Schmidt......... Clarence Frohbliger 


Clif Akers, newspaperman..Darvin Mueller 





While the concluding competitive 
evening seemed designedly devoted 
to Geath themes, the immediate suc- 
cession of two playlets (both here- 
tofore unpublished) with a parallel 
situation, made it appear altogether 
a matter of managerial misjudg- 
ment. Still, if Walter Hartwig, the 
g. m., split it up and made this the 
third or last entrant, the similarity 
would have been just as striking. 

Edna Schmidt of this piece, like 
Madeleine Mardsen of the precedent 
competitor, was bedridden and ail- 
ing. Edna was a cripple, in the 
third year of her invalidity, the 
result of an accident which crushed 
her legs. Clif Akers, the newspa- 
perman, is the girl’s imaginary 
lover, and, for the finish, he is 
brought in, responding nobly for 
Edna’s sentimental demise. 

In between, the actor-author- 





from heart trouble. Not realizing 


director of this piece, Ralph C. Zim- 
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PRIZE WINNERS 


Belasco Trophy Winner | 
The Gardens Players 
Forest Hills, L. L) ' 
(“Shall We Join the Ladies?”) 
Samuel French Awards 
Anniston Little Theatre 
(“The End of the Dance”) 
Sunnyside Playhouse 
(“The Severed Cord”) 
Walter Hartwig Awards 
The Gardens Players 
(“Shall We Join the Ladies’) 
The Guild Play Shop 
(“Rain”) 


VARIETY’S SELECTIONS 


Without classifying each, the 
following rate honorable men- 
tion on general production: 

“Fonnesbeck Players (“Joint 
Owners in Spain”). 

Old Fort Club 
Room For Rent’). 

Ninety-second St. Y.M.H.A., 
Association Players Stock Co. 
with “The Man in the Stalls” 


(“Another 


(surprise omission from the 
finals). 

Gardens Players (officially 
selected). 


Little Theatre of St. Augus- 
tine, Fla., with “Poor Old Jim” 
(another surprise omission). 

Anniston Little Theatre (of- 
ficially selected). 











merman, has things pretty well his 
own way. He is quite a principal in 
the playlet and warbles a silly “Sil- 
ver Moon” theme song, probably a 
home-made creation. On the mat- 
ter of theme songs for little theatre 
tournaments, they almost cued into 
“My Window Sill Girl,” as the result 
of the reporter's reference to Edna, 
with whom he has been conducting 
a hat-waving acquaintance during 
the past few weeks. 

The Elsie Dinsmore and Pollyann- 
ishness of the doughty Edna counted 
this one out. 





Man Who Died at 12 


Morgan College Dramatic Club (colored), 
of Baltimore, in Paul Green's playlet. Di- 
rected by Randolph Edmonds. : 

Sallie Mvans..... eceoesess- Allien F. Koger 
Charlie......... ecedesccscess James D. Carr 
January Evans...........Osborne B. Dixon 


Similarities and parallelisms were 
quite in order Friday night. In this 
Paul Green sketch the parallelism to 
the situation in “Poor Old Jim” may 
have counted against that very 
worthy competitor. 

Done by the colored collegiate 
thespians from Morgan College, Al- 
lien F. Koger as Sallie did excep- 
tionally well. Her grandfather, 
January Evans (also well done by 
Osborne B. Dixon), has been cheat- 
ing the girl, and the same booze- 
fighting analogy also cropped up as 
in the DeMille playlet earlier in the 
week. Hence Sallie and her boy 
friend conspire to have the latter 
personate a black devil and scare 
the old man into a righteous mortal 
existence. 

So, as in “Poor Old Jim,” he comes 
out of his trance firmly believing he 
had passed into immortality only 
to be spared for a while to con- 
tinue his earthly life, on the condi- 
tion he mend his ways and make 
financial reparations. 





Rain 
Guild Play Shop of Denver in Dana Bur- 
nett’s playlet, cast in a Maine coast vil- 
lage hut, staged by Lucille Langdon. 
Jim Baird....... seccceedscesies John Stapp 
Allie Baird..... cescceesess- Giana Regamey 
"WT GEEMY ccccteoccesenece --Richard Henson 





Hearty applause must have influ- 
flenced the judging jury, for this 
entry was too lethargic and action- 
less in its presentation to rate one 
of the two awards made for re- 
productions of heretofore produced 
playlets., 

It is‘one of those grim O’Neillish- 
type themes, slowly and forcefully 
played by its trio of characters, but 
surpassed by at least three other 
previous entrants who selected 
lighter themes. Seemingly the 
judges, perhaps impressed by the 
dignity and importance of their 
position, went decidedly “arty” on 
th- awards. 





THURSDAY 
(May 9) 

The Thursday entries corroborat- 
ed a suspicion ever since the begin- 
ning of this year’s tournament that 
nothing much that is new or worth 
while has cropped up of recent 
months in the little theatre field. 
Original playlets of any merit o1 
distinction have been few and far 
between, with the result that the 
first three evenings, espectally Mon- 








day and Tuesday, were wretched 











affairs. Wednesday was an im- 
provement, and tonight’s quartet of 
entrants, offering sketches of 
proved merit and sturdiness, defi- 
nitely established that the groups 
show themselves to best advantage 
when fortified with worth-while 
vehicles. 

Thus we find a particularly scin- 
tillating competitor, coming north 
from St. Augustine, Fla., with a 
William C. DeMille playlet, “Poor 
Old Jim,” which, if it hasn't been 


|} done in vaudeville, should certainly 


be routed now, and, if already seen, 
merits revival and presentation by 
this very group. It will also make 
a swell talking short, regardless. 

Variety's vaudeville files disclose 
no act titled “Poor Old Jim” unless, 
as may have happened, some name 
player carried the sketch. In view 
of the author's inactivity of late, it 
is assumed this is somewhat of an 
aged vehicle, although the booze 
angle actually lends it a contem- 
porary touch. It is not, of course, 
an unproduced piece, else it would 
have been captioned as eligible for 
one of the Samuel French awards. 

Thursday's entrants came from all 
over the country—from Florida, 
Washington, D. C., Denver and Day- 
ton, O. The comedy playlet by. the 
St. Augustine group easily took the 
evening’s honors and, since these 
reviews are writen daily, it is pre- 
dicted that “Poor Old Jim” will fig- 
ure in the semi-finals. ‘The subse- 
quent awards proved this prophecy 
awry.) 

It was a generally pleasing eve- 
ing, the best balanced quartet of 
sketches, starting with: 


The Monkey's Paw 


Columbia Players of the Community 

rama Guild of Washington, D. C., in 
W. W. Jacobs’ story. Dramatized by 
Louls N. Parker. Staged by Aurora M. 
Poston. Playlet in three scenes (single set), 
embracing a period of 10 days. 
Sat. Wetonenes cccgens tats ie George Odell 
BERS. Wins 5.o05 0s 6 v00 cee Elizabeth Dyer 
Herbert, their son..,....... Paul Alexanaer 
Sergeant-Major Morris..... Harry Westcott 
My. BAMPGOR. «ri csiccccciws Charles Gillman 





W. W. Jacobs’ eerie story is a 
little theatre favorite. and usually 
taxes the abilities of the venture- 
some. players to their fullest. The 
element of the supernatural, with 
the story revolving around the titu- 
lar “monkey’s paw” and .its three 
wishes granted its owner, calls for 
some effective acting. 

It is a stark dramalet, a bit long 
for a little theatre playlet and, like- 
wise, a bit more ambitious, with its 
three scenes and span of 10 days, 
but the Columbia group did rather 
well with it on the whole. 

However, it has been eclipsed by 
at least two others thus far to make 
it eligible for one of the two non- 
original awards. 


The Yellow Triangle 
Chaminade Piayers of Dayton, 0., in dra- 
matic sketch by George W. Sutton, Jr., 
Staged by D. C. Ashton (of the cast). Scene, 
a trader’s Office in Zanzibar, East Africa. 


Henderson...... cceccoes Coevce D. C. Ashton 
Helen..... cncccesé se+seee+-Rose Marie Abel 
ie vhateéstessace «++--Maurice Costello 
Bardow........ osvccccccses++-Jack Janszen 
Alidini Viseram...........Cletus Robbeloth 
Aiscess¥e dives eesecsecesseRODert Schields 
Mabewekl .cccccvcees eceeeess-Richard Zenni 





Trader Henderson's office in Zan- 
zibar, East Africa, locale of .this 
piece, deservedly won a salvo of ap- 
plause on its disclosure.. It is a 
realistic set, with the two leopard 
skins decorating the wall, the Afri- 
can native swinging the huge ceiling 
fan and discloses other authentic 
props. 

Not as much could be said for 
some of the players. D. C. Ashton 
as the renegade Caucasian was 
quite effective, but the rest lacked 
the necessary spark. Rose Marie 
Abel as the wife was weak in the 
only feminine assignment and, aside 
from the dusky servant characters, 
the other three principal male roles 
were below par. Still it was a cred- 
itable try, much better than most 
of what had preceded it on the 
evenings before, but with Thurs- 
day’s strong bill, and the couple of 


—= 


highlights from the fore part of.the 
week, it suffered in comparison, 





Poor Old Jim 

Little Theatre of St. Augustine, Pla., in 
William C. DeMille’s piaylet directed by 
Charles F. Hopkins, Jr.; locale, Jim's 
apartmént in New York. 
JUMBe cc cece tecccecss Charles F. Hopkins, Jr. 
Marie, his wife.........+.. Hazel Hopkins 
Paul, the doctor........ Fred A. Henderich 





Playing with admirable restraint 
and a poise, unction and general 
timing of laughs that would credit 
a professional group of players, this 
trio almost creates the suspicion of 
being at least semi-pro, so excellent 
is their conception of stage values. 

They should be nabbed by some 
agent for vaudeville. They'll click 
anywhere and the same cast can 
be movietoned and produced as a 
peach of a 30-minute sketch. Judg- 
ing by some of the S. Jay Kaufman- 
Paramount movietonings, here’s a 
natural talking short. It has a laugh 
a half-minute; one couldn’t want 
a better average. This trio, playing 
their sketch in the same tempo as 
they did Thursday night, would per- 
force have the timing of the laughs 
down perfectly. 

It is this very under-playing, 
rather than over-acting, which auto- 
matically recommends it‘for the 
talkers, since there could be no 
question of its overlapping on the 
laughs. 

It’s farce, broad, thick, fast and 
human, and played with a general 
air of realism that would credit an 
Equity cast. Hopkins (who also 
staged) is admirable as the titular 
Jim. Hazel Hopkins (presumably 
the principal player’s wife in pri- 
vate life) plays the understanding 
wife in capital fashion, and Hen- 
derich, as the family- medico, is 
equally convincing. 

If “Poor Old Jim” should finish 
“in the money”—actually a leg on 
the Belasco trophy—so much thé 
better for vaudeville ballyhoo pur- 
poses; if not, if only on the strength 
of a certain honorable mention or 
simply on its merits, it’s a peach for 
vaudeville. To date, this, “Joint 
Owners in Spain” (Monday entrant) 
and the 92d St. Y. M. H. A. group’s 
“Man in the Stalls” (on Tuesday) 
are neck-and-neck for first honors 
with “Poor Old Jim” given our per- 
sonal vote. 





Thirst 
Heartstone Players of Denver in Eugene 
O'Neill's one-acter, staged by Katharine 
Anne Ommanney; setting by Corliss McGee. 


A DGRCOF..cceccccccscccccece Lueille Ferry 
A GemtlemMan. ccccecscccccecese Noble Laesch 
A Negro Salilor.......... Eugene Beuerman 





One of the early O'Neill tragedies, 
set on a life raft adrift in the tropic 
sea following a shipwreck. yrim 
triangle with a professional dan- 
seuse, a white man and a Negro 
sailor. Negro is suspected of hav- 
ing some water cached somewhere 
on the raft. The desperate houri 
attempts to vamp the colored sea- 
man in exchange for a few drops of 
the precious liquid, the lack of 
which ultimately proves the undoing 
of the triangle. The Negro sailor, 
with the white woman literally in 
his arms, persists in his monotonous 
reiteration that he has no “wodder, 
ah tells yuh!” 

It’s quite long and actionless but 
the gifted O'Neill dramaturgy, with 
its effective character painting, ul- 
timately grips the interest. 

Rather well done. Lucille Ferry, 
a looker, suggests professional po- 
tentialities, but the group will not 
reach the semi-finals. 


WEDNESDAY 
(MAY 8) 
Fancy Free 


Community Players of South County of 
R 


Peaca Dak, ‘ in playlet by Stanley 
Houghton, directed by Bertha Taft. 

Ns 60s euenis Cab beabobecons Bertha Taft 
CP rete ae Richard C. Taft 
a Te T. Pierrepont Hazard 
TAT eee Nathalie F, Pierce 


Lightweight trifle framed for a 
sophisticated audience ‘which lost 











FRED 


account. 


“I used to see a turkey only 
to see one any night.” 
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a Paramount 


WIND. Would you be inte 


There is JACK in all Trades. 





“Believe It or Not” 


(With apologies to Ripley) 


Every fifth child born in the world is not Chinese 
CANTOR disproved this for all time. 
all speaking English, but otherwise normal. 


opened in “THE LITTLE SHOW” at the Music Box Theatre. 
Herbert Hoover lost fifteen pounds that week, but not on that 


CALVIN COOLIDGE said: 


“Honesty is a good POLICY, too, now that I hav be 
associated with the New York Life Insurance Co. pNep rigs 


WALTER WINCHELL said: 


JACK DONAHUE said: - 


“My dancing school is doing a normal business. 
seen a pupil since my wife had something in her eve.” 


LARRY KENT 


“I have heard of you, which proves that there is an ILL 
rested in starring in a forthcoming 
production called ‘THE HEADLESS HORSEMAN’?” F 


MORAL 


PARAMOUNT STUDIO, ASTORIA 
DAYTIMES 


EDDIE 
He has five daughters, 


ALLEN 


on Thanksgiving; now I am apt 


T haven't 
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directed by the author. . revealed } ced h ‘ . York city branch) in sketch by Teja G tinction for important rating. Abel. opened the same night and got most . 
ANNA. see ecsccceecceressseress Helen Cross | reveaiec herself while the host, hav-| werbing, directed by Lillian W. Browne of of the first-string men. Secondly, : 
wast CF EA yey pobers Sangster ing nage ypc his purpose, drinks | the cast; living room set. there were tough weather breaks 
AKO ose reece erenrerereeetens ank Sangster; poison an collapses just as the| Herman Osterman.,......... James Metcalfe , “was aia Eh at ese. 
other men are about vn join the | Muriel Vanderveldt......... Verna Carleton OUT- OF. TOWN REVIEWS sae Saeiy, ee a + Re. Georges 
Thic rs 2 aw eket > ; } “ ‘ edwi < illian r Bre e ain, « ector and actor, r¢ st 
his unpublished play, eligible for | jadies in an adjoining room. H Swig Cutermas...0--Sdiliar W. Browne “ae  Cmerer ‘ ne Geet 
e of the Samuel French awards : > The Unexpected....s+e+.+-+- Ernest Howard night just after he had made his 
bears a faint resemblance to “The John 'B. Bruns, as Sam Smith, the eiemtems exit in Act I necessitated the calling 
Silver “Cord,” done by the Theatre host, gives a high grade perform- Herman Osterman, Anglo-Ameri- off of the performance and the re- 
Guild. In nddition to the mother| a7ce,24, the large supporting cast | canized into Harvey Easter, expects THE NUT FARM funding of money. 
and son being attached to each delivers in a manner that closely| his sister from Germany. Linguis- a er . ih “Chinese ONeill” then made its 
ta pap Ratan 2 > vas! | approximates good professional act-| tically handicapped and attired in| Jem Henry Mears presents a. chree-a°t! delayed debut on Tuesday night 
other, they have a mutual hate for} jing. Atos gee, d : comedy by John C. Brownell. Staged by|,,, °° rs na 
the husband and father. Setting is bizaare manner, a sociological point! Harry MaecFayden. At Cort, Chicago,| The cast was nervous and distrait, 
faa titehan of. 6.amade ton 6 Gamat aan is driven home through the courtly | May 5. and the audience was not in the 
7 ‘ Rachel Cowan kindliness of the ambassador. Mrs. Barton......-.. + Helen Lowell] most receptive mood In addition 
manufacturing town near Boston. Derry Association Players of New York ' p Ce ME, ecadceseotakes Wallace Ford : ye 7 
After being bullied by her hus-|in an original playlet written and directed rhe latter, having fractured his ON: ORES et ape Pat O’Brien | %® all these troubles, Captain Don- 
band for 20 years the wife finally by Shane Conway. breeches, unexpectedly enlists the Mare SiliecombD. ..ccccecsiccecs e Sam Coit nell’s cast, especially some ot the 
rains tl 1 > he it reake Bredin Hewitt..............Shane Conway | Steamstressy assistance of Hedwic.| Helen Bent................ Natalie Schafer! better known people, failed to get 
gains the upper hand, but weakens | Martha Hewitt.............++: Belle Butler| Jt winds up with the distinguished | As@tha Sliscomb........Louise Huntington| yp in their roles, and ev ‘ } 
when his life is threatened by] Rachel Cowan Tessie MacFar! : pte bate Hamilton T llané ; comet ee . oles, and even at the 
seeecsorens ssie ac riane P sae > > owe ,| Hamilton T. Holla * "pera Ediward Keane , : , 
strikers, the son having informed |Jack Guildford.......... Charles McElhone | ™4n escorting her to a very swanky | 5° (grence Biddeford... -. Graham Velsey|®Md of the week were uncertain. 
them that his father was a traitor cite Ral ta banquet, while she, in her petticoat, Harold Van Horton. Mortimer LePey It had been reported that the Wal- 
and squealer. No clear idea of what First of the dialect plays presented | iS complimented on her new evening . nut management would keep the 
is meant is conveyed in this one-|in the tournament, this being in| S0WN. ; Chicago, } > - show in indefivnYely, figuring its 
acter.’ It’s one af those grim tales heavy Irish brogue. The setting is|_. Pretty sorry stuff coming from a : , ’ > =e : niodes smuning expens®s aii tne 
of bleak New England mill town| in the kitchen of the home of a poor | literary organization like the Muscatine turkey by a Hollywood | fact that competition would be vir- 
life where everybody is miserable.|farmer in a remote section in the League of American Pen Women. secenarist. “Merton of the Movies” eres tae ne .—r- by the mid- 
Capably played by the small ecast.| North of Ireland. revised a la Brownell, with the wina|@© of May. It has now been de- 
Only outside chance for a major| Rachel is about to leave her _ The Man in the Stalls citidaitihees ttemaiaih tte, tates me cided, however, to end the run this 
award. adopted parents to marry the son ag estates en Sees Se at the : & throug s s, Enough} Saturday, the show being reported 
ee of a rich man. Before breaking| ei. produced by Myron E. Sattler: cari] Of the Cort crowd will get a hair|as going directly into New York 
Shall We Join the Ladies? loose from the hut she accuses her | Reissman, stage manager; drawing room| CUt and go to see it to let the show next week. RR 
The Garden Players of Forest Hills, L. I.. |adopted father of improper advances | *¢*- have four weeks here. But for legit Chinese O'Neill,” viewed with- 
in playlet by Sir James M. Barrie, directed | toward her and'‘her adopted mother ee: reece teeereeeeeeess. Saul Teeewes regulars—who threw that broccoli?| out reference to the many mishaps, : 
Oy i ef Bam Smiths home.” "S| of jealousy. The story is indefinite | Retty.......ccccssecseressecsss:;Eve Lynn| Wallace Ford is the ridiculed boy| shapes up as a candidate. Its locale ' 
Moms, MME. ce wns cn anes “John B. Bruns | in purpose, subject disagreeable and | Maid...... seeccccensscescess... June White} With the big ideas, reluctantly sup-| and its vivid action are both of a 
Lady Jane Raye...........Loretta Howson 


Sir Joseph Wrathie.......Frederick Kiendl 





joseph ie | Kier husband who has saved $30,000 to|is plenty of shooting, to say nothing 
SOO TENTED) p00 onsos 0 aeeeme Fee rected and acted by Shane Conway |teur production, with all of the three} buy a nut farm, of romance, Oriental villainy, and 
Dire. "PICO c 0 606bgsesersdic Agnes Kiend!]|and has small chance for a prize. | eee ys a agg” - pro: - A P meek gem way AB ped rolls — ee walk , 
Mr. Valle. .cccccccsccesscccsess-C» B. Silcox (fessional attention, this rawing | tne tamuly for the : o make a e play opens w a prolog 
Miss Valie....cseesesseeesss-lrma Wagner room comedy, done by a group of| film with sister as the star. Unable} played in semi-darkness that is a 
_ GRUEERT 51." 22040 96 Cane 9c y= a vane TUESDAY Y. M. H. A. players, attests re-|to stop the gyp, young brother com- | “darb” for unadulterated gruesome- 
Captain Jennings. »+++++.--Harper Canaday (May 7) markably to the melting pot powers] promises by directing the film and}ness. Chinese pirates have captured 
ay RS ji eS inelen Burton Tonight was all-New York day,|of America. Assimilating a neigh-| making it a wow comedy, bought] a party of Europeans, and the audi- ; 

rs an sesevecees Helen Clevenger , . ar 5 5 80,000. p : ‘ s 
WOMEN Soares 25 00 ok dcsbeesees Gate Baraat a wow A groune —_ Manhattan pode 9 Croup and having them ge te ree sei cattiiinatind: ach ceamacaed — oe ans eh paanien pee = Bh 
Lucy (the maid). iiiitIT'' "Mabel Claypoole | Participating, the first two each/|tackle the toughest of stage assign - I y sale doe: progr § g 
pe TT rr re Harry Foskett| Offering original playlets and the} ments, that of polite English draw- | come 


Barrie’s playlet, “The Old Lady 
Shows Her Medals,” won the Be- 
lasco cup for a little theatre group 


the ending is trite. 
It’s a one man play written, di- 


last two doing past produced ve- 
hicles. Of these, by far the best was 
Alfred Sutro’s “The Man in the 
Stalls” by the 92d Street Y. M. 





More than being a first rate ama- 


ing room comedy, speaks plenty for 
all concerned and merits some 
thought beyond that of what is pre- 
sented on the stage. 


ported in Hollywood by his sister's 


until just before curtain, after 
the family has cried its eyes out 
thinking the film’s a flop. 

As the kid everybody thinks is a 
combination goof and 


kind that theatregoers like. There 


Kai Chang.” The latter is the Ori- 
ental leader, bitter against the 
whites for former wrongs, and his 
“justice” consists in this case of be- 


Reh aw ‘ 
en 















































perpetual] heading one man, and turning a - 3 
from Scotland last year and in se-|H. A. Players. Eve Lynn, as the faithless wife, is| loafer, Ford wallows in snappy say- . ; 
lecting his “Shall We. Join the First to open the bill were the! especially effective In pesdwinssne ings. elen Lowell, the mother, is (Continued on page 66) Ae 
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Acclaimed by the New York Press 


Society’s Favorite Entertainers 


KUZNEZOFF 


tr 


eT 





WITH : 
| E. NICOLINA 
(RADIO LA PALINA) 
fr ee VASILIEVSKY “Canad tet eae ae 


tures of the proceedings was a Rus- 
sian basso by the name of Kuzne- 
zoff, who customarily exercises his 
resonant voice at the Club Richman. 
He was assisted by another singer, 
Mme. Nicolina, and one Vasilievsky, 
a guitarist, in presenting a group of 
#Zypsy and pseudo-gypsy songs that 
were well liked. He also delivered 


proved a greater hit than even the 
extravagant lobby publicity admits. 
This gentleman is doubling at the 
Club Richman and his sensational 
success in the short time he has 


been starring brought him a Palace 
engagement. He has a powerful 
basso voice that booms from the { 


GUITARIST 
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NEW YORK “AMERICAN” 


‘OY Man River’ in a manner that r 
ae ee nee Se seen, ot oe Kuznezoff, P.ussian Basso was worth dropping by to hear.” 
organ’s lower rumblings. At this 3 
performance he sang “Old Man t t ace NEW YORK “SUN” 
paver,” wale Ss sass tee Gong for S D b a Pal ‘Jackie Coogan and Kuznezoff, 
him, and he was applauded and a cores in € u with Mme. Nicolina (La Palina), 
plauded to minutes past his curtain ms ‘ ; eA eg ae RRA well known as the radio gypsy 
time. You will hear much of him “There is one act that stands out for its rarity. It wins its applause singers, headline this week's olfer- 
within the next few months.” through its sheer value as musical art. ing at the Palace. 

“The central figure of this act is a newcomer to vaudeville’s ranks, “Kuznezoft and Mme. Nicolina, 
” , > DSSEBS emarkable basso voice. He is assisted by Vasilievsky, Russian 
DAILY “NEWS Adia Kuznezoff, the possessor of ar ) ise fini: guitarist, offered a delightful group 
“The Wild weirdness of all the { pampered by the elite and is a great success at the Club Richman, 


of gypsy 
musical 
ful 

well 


songs. It was a truly 
treat. Kuznezoff’s power- 
and sensitive bass-barytone is 
fitted for the rendition of the ( 


Russias comes from the stage, in a 
manner that such superior music 
seldom comes from a vaudeville 


where his rise to fame started. 


{ “Kuznezoff sings gypsy songs. He is assisted by Mme Nicolina, 
has a charming voice and beauty, and Vasilievsky, the latter 


who 
a guitarist. 





stage, in the singing and playing of { When the basso sings ‘O]’ Man River,’ there is a silence that would be Russian folk music with its peculiar 

Kuznezoff the Russian gypsy guitar accorded a John McCormack, a silence that finds its outlet in the rhythmic vigor, , now tinged with 

player and singer with Mme thunderous applause at the finish, so well suited is his voice to that ny oy and then lilting with the joy 
’ - ; r@. 

Nicolina.” type of song. of il 


R-K-0 PALACE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (MAY 12) 


CLUB RICHMAN, NEW YORK, INDEFINITELY—NOW 12TH CONSECUTIVE WEEK 


Direction BENJAMIN DAVID 
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Non-Talker Songs Leading Best 
Sellers—Feist S “Honey” Is First 


to exceed the 
Broadway Melody” 
Were Meant 


Ee ee A 


r is somewhat of : 
y of the Feist eor- 


rat SOREN 


le Sherman-Clay 


Feist's insisted that : 
gardless of thematic 
could be made a hit just as in the 
Shapito- B ernstein 
arrangement) 
,”’ Joe Morris’ pub- 
another non-film song, 
is now in the second spot after long 
enjoying first rank as a best seller. 
“Weary River” 
3, and Harms’ “Lover 


“Syncopation” 


wo good sell- 
“cious Little Thing 


BEAN A I ORR OH ene Mae ae 


oe 


"), has stepped catching on 
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Strength of the radio 


Song in My Heart,” 
’ will similarly 
*, although not yet rating in the | 
important classifications. 

“Mean to Me” 


assert itself in Blues When 


“Do Something”; * 








inything of 

whether picture or pop publication. 
Sherman-Clay’s Hit 

Sherman-Clay’s 


» Painted Dolls,” 
Gene Austin’s ‘ 
in the Rain” 
Feeling I'm Falling’; 
Still Caring” 


rrr en aw 


“Wedding of the 


Painted Dolls” is ae up so fast and “Deep Night.” 


LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 


| IRVING AARONSON | 


~and HIS COMMANDERS 


Opening Soon for the Summer 
ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
Los Angeles 
VICTOR RECORDS 
EXCLUSIVELY 


PHIL FABELLO 


ORCHESTRA 
The Different Ensemble 


resentation Feature 


COLISEUM THEATRE 


New York City 


ROY FOX _ 


“The Whispering Cornetist” 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 














~ THE BRICK TOPS | 


(PARISIAN RED HEADS) | 


America’s Greatest Girl Band 


New Headlining RKO “Collegiate Unit” 
eeannent Address 
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“DANNY CAIRNS | 








New Permanent oie ¥ BAN 


ORPHEUM THEATRE 
BILLY SMALL, Director 


JACK DUNN | 
ORCHESTRA 
CINDERELLA ROOF 
Los ANGELES, CAL. 














Syn 


Tia mea 


MONTMARTRE CAFE 
‘HOLLYWOOD 


| VINCENT LOPEZ | 
and His ORCHESTRA 


Summering at the 


WOODMANSTEN INN 
Pelham, N, Y. 


Doubling at the 


ST. REGIS HOTEL 
New York City 


| Marion McKay © 


ORCHESTRA 


Now Closing 1lith Week 
ARBUCKLE’S PLANTATION CAFE 
CULVER CITY, CALIF. 


| ' CHRIS M MANN | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


LAFAYETTE CAFE 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 


PHIL PHILLIPS | 


FROM DETROIT 


JEAN GOLDKETTE! 





Orchestras 
VICTOR RECORDS 
812 Book Tower 





| TOM GERUNOVICH | 


RCOF GARDEN CAFE 


Broadway and Kearney Sts. 
San Francisco 


| MAL HALLETT | 


AND HIS ‘ORCHESTRA 
America’s Greatest Danee Band 
Touring New England 
Management 
CHARLES SHRIBMAN 

















| HENRY HALSTEAD 


VICTOR RECORDING ORCHESTRA 
NOW PLAYING 
ROOSEVELT HOTEL 


HOLLYWOOD. 


| GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 
Featured Nightly 

CLUB RICHMAN 
NEW YORK CITY 

-e: 20 West 43d Street 
New York City 

VICTOR RECORDS 


TE. A. ROLFE _ 


Radio’ s Premier Conductor 
Lucky Strike Dance Orchestra 
Palais D'Or Restaurant Orchestra 


NOW PLAYING 


CLUB BAGDAD 


“Southland’s Wh Pee Clab” 
DALLAS, FE) : 


| JESS STAFFORD | 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 











PALACE HOTEL 
SAN FRANCISCO 
P. 8.—Brunswick Recerding 


(PAUL WHITEMAN ||| 


And His Greater Orc! restra 





WS ana Next 7 


PAVILLON ROYALE 


Vailey Stream, L. Lt. Ace Recording Orchestra 








Pest Is Easiest 





Los Angeles, May 14. 

Consensus among sound en- 
gineers out here is that of 
all musical instruments the 
ukulele is easiest to record. 
Explanation is that a uke is 
pitched lower than a violin 
and for some reason not yet 
discovered the lowest notes are 
the most predominating to the 
ear of the mike, 


FOX-LOEW MUSIC MEN 
| SOMEWHAT ENTANGLED 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

With the Fox-Loew interests now 
one, the overlapping music interests 
of DeSyliva - Brown - Henderson 
(Fox's ally) with- Robbins Music 
Corp. (Metro) is still hanging fire. 
It is regarded that if nothing else 
pops up Bobby Crawford will be- 
come the big boss of the music in- 
terests. Jack Robbins will probabl; 
continue to function as the general 
manager of his own publishing unit. 
On the other hand, the Warner 
Bros.’ $10,000,000 bid for the Max 
Dreyfuss musie interests is still 
hanging fire, although growing chil- 
lier daily.  Price-Waterhouse, the 
New York accountants, are still au- 
diting the books of all the music 
firms in which Dreyfuss is tIncer- 
ested. 

If the Warner bid is consummated 
this would automatically take De- 
Sylva-Brown-Henderson away trom 
Fox as a music ally and perhaps 
prove a windfall for the Robnins 
firm, which Metro now controls. 


—| 300 Musicians in 16 Chi 
Stations—Absorb Layoffs 


Chicago, May 14. 

Chicago’s 16 radio stations are 
now employing 300 musicians regu- 
larly, and are providing additional 
jobbing to equal another 300 work- 
ing steadily; according to James C. 
Petrillo, president of the Chicago 
Federation of Musicians, 

With sound pictures and drop- 
ping of vaude making heavy cuts in 
employment, Petrillo has been put- 
ting over various rulings to see that 
his men are taken care of by radio. 
His latest is that no radio pianist 
may double on an organ, and vice 
versa. He has also set a $90 weekly 
salary minimum for regular studio 
musicians, with a 35-hour maximum 
week. 


Sid Clark Must Pay 
Off Wife’s Alimony 


Sid Clark, m. c., will have to pay 
his wife, Mrs. Betty Gluck, non-pro, 
$10 a week as alimony and $5 - xtra 
weekly until the $250 which Theo- 
dore J. Lesser was suing him for 
his client, Mrs, Betty Gluck, will 
have been paid in full. This deci- 
sion was given in the N. Y. Su- 
preme Court, 

Mrs. Gluck secured a final decree 
of separation in New York last fall. 
It called for $10 weekly. When Clark 
fell behind in his payments Mrs. 
Gluck started suit for the back ali- 
mony and counsel fees. 























Fischer’s Family Insane 


Chicago, May 14. 

The wife and daughter of Jacob 
Fischer, Garrick theatre musician 
whom they strangled last March, 
claiming he had placed a curse on 
them, were committed to different 
insane asylums by a jury trying 
them for murder. 

As Fischer entered his home, Mrs. 
Clara Fischer and Ethel, the daugh- 
ter, grabbed the ends of his neck- 
tie and strangled him. 

Witmark Writers West 

Herbert Magidson, Michael Cleary 
and Ned Washington, the baby 
songwriters of M. Witmark & Sons, 
left for the coast Monday 
|} | work on the new Warner 
| production, as yet unamed. 





to begin 
musical | contract 


| Propose Tariff Tilt 
| On Music Incidentals 


| Washington, May 14. 

Musicians with a yen for foreign 
made stringed instruments, cases, 
strings, etc., are going to pay more 
for them if the proposed revisions in 
the tariff, reported in the House 
last week, become law. 

That portion of the existing law 
placing a 40 percent rate on strings 
for musical instruments “composed 
wholly or in part of steel or other 
metal” is recommended to go out. 
Suggested new law clamps down on 
those strings made of “catgut, other 
gut, oriental gut, as well as metal, 
and places a duty of 60 percent. 

Musical instruments, and paris 
thereof, with exception of strings, 
however, remain unchanged, except 
for a new duty of 60 percent on or- 
gans and organ actions. 


Proposed Changes 


Violin bow 
percent but 





hair remains at 40 
instrument cases are 
moved from the previous 40 to 50 
percent. Chin rests for violins, not 
previously included, it is row pro- 
posed shall be assessed at 60 per- 
cent of their value, 
Violins, violas, violoncelios and 
double basses, of all sizes, wholly or 
partly manufactured or. assembled, 
are raised from $1 each and 35 per- 
cent of the declared value to $1.25 
each and the 35 percent. 


Though rates on phonographs, 
etc., remain unchanged the law- 
makers propose to protect these 


manufacturers further on the nee- 
dies therefor anyhow. In addition 
to the now existing 45 percent 
change would also add an extra as- 
sessment of eisht cents per thou- 
sand on all such imported needles. 

In both instances the foreign toy 
makers are given a break, for in no 
instance, according to the new pro- 


pesal, shall anything meant for the 
“amusement of children” be in 
cluded. 


Edison Lateral Record: 
Out After Recorders 


The new 
make an 





Edison record is out to 
impression on the disk 


field. Kdison is signing and luring 
away artists from rival companies 


at fancy salaries. 

The new disk is of the lateral cut, 
not the old style vertical cut which 
was what counted against Edison's 
general popularity. 

Mal Hallett ig the latest to be 
signed with his orchestra at a fancy 
figure. B. A. Rolfe and Phil Spitalny 
are two others whe have been en- 
gaged for Edison recordings. 

Roger Wolfe Kakn has shifted 
from Victor to Brunswick for rec- 
ord work, 


Wholesale Cutting of 


Cleveland Orchestras 
Cleveland, May 14. 

Canned music and new theatre 
policies are giving local theatre or- 
chestras some bad breaks. 

A part of the Allen’s pit orches- 
tra will be let out and the rest 
transferred. to the State May 18. 
Maurice Spitalny, director, also to 
be shifted to State, leading pit or- 
chestra, while “Stubby” Gordon di- 
rects the stage bands. 

Uptown, de luxe neighborhooder, 
also drops Jose Acoste and his sym- 
phony orchestra this week. Con- 
sisting originally of about 25 mu- 
Sicians, the band has been grad- 
ually cut down to 10. Vaudeville 
also discontinued. 

Reported that Variety, 
elaborate neighborhooder, 
give its pit band notice. At pres- 
sent, three of the five downtown 
film theatres are bandless, getting 


another 
will also 


wennsseey, May 15, noel 


Warner Talker Songs 
Shortly Due on Broadway 





Plenty of Witmark song 


uled for Broadway in forthcoming 


S sched. 


Warner talkers. 
“On With the Show,” at the Win- 
ter Garden, May 24, has “Birming- 
ham Bertha,” “Am I Blue,” “Wel. 
come Home,” “In the Land of Let's 
I'retend” and “Let Me Have My 
Dream.” 
“Broadway 
June 16, has 
Dolls” and 
for Love.” 
“Prisoners,” 


Babies,” 
“Broadway 
“Wishing and 


opening 
Baby 
Waiting 


opening May 19, 


“When My Dream of Love Comes 
True.” 

“Careers,” opening June 2, “I 
Love You, I Hate You” and “My 


Sweet Helene.” 


“The Girl in the Glass Cage,” 


opening June 9, has “Every Little 
While,” 
“Man and the Moment,” opening 


June 23, “Man and the Moment.” 
“Twin Beds,” opening June 30, “If 


You Were Mine”: and “Chicken 
Walk.” 

“The Drag,” opening July 7, “My 
Song of the Nile’ and “I'm Too 


Young to Be Careful.” 
*Smiling tTIrish Eyes,” 

July 14, “Smiling Irish 

“A Wee Bit of Love.” 


opening 
Keyes” and 








TAVERN 
A CHOP HOUSE 
OF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


East ef Broadway —————~ 











TED HENKEL 





Musical Director 
Conducting Pit Orchestra 
Overture and Special Scores 
WITH ORCHESTRA OF 36 
Also Conducting and Supervising 
Stage Band Presentations 
WITH BAND OF 20 


CAPITOL THEATRE 


SYDNEY, AUSTRALIS‘ 














from England Again Comes 
The New American Song 





their music via mechanicals. 





Joe Morris’ English ¢ End 

Joe Morris and Archie Fletcher 
will leave for London June 1 to 
connect with an English publisher 
for distrib..tion. 

Morris’ first English representa- 
tive was Lawrence Wright. Their 
with Wright expired Dee. 





|Last. | 














Inside Stuff —Music 


Peabodys Missed Show 


Keddie Peabody, who m. c’s and 
in a Fanchon &. Marco “Idea,” no 
his second show on his final day 1 

Peabody, who likes to slumber 


ety juire ho. use employ; fas to inf 
fully until the stage presentation 
‘more than 30 minutes, He got on | 


ast week at the 


between performances and 


farm him ae ta atagwa time P| 
=32 : t “5 Sanka 


has a retinue 


of personal assistants 
Ww playing 


lox Coast houses, 
State, L. A. 


missed 


who does 


e+ - 
te proace- 


as appearing 
just in time for the 


in which he w 


was on 
he stage 


finale, 





Sensation 


“THE ONE IN 
THE WORLD” 


From the same catalog (Camp 
bell-Connelly) which gave us 
that melodious hit, 


“If I Had You” 


Need We Say More? 
It's a “Natural”!! 





JHE SMASHING HITy 


Mi RAISO 


CHARLES BA 


MUSIC CO.-inc. 
1587 BROADWAY - NEW YORK 
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Aylesworth Spills Lunch 
Scribes About Radio Abroad 


+ 





Just what the express purpose 
was of Merlin Hall Aylesworth, 
president of the National Broad- 
easting Co., presiding at a lunch- 
eon to the radio writers of Greater 
New York Monday at the Hotel St. 
Regis, was uncertain, but from 
Aylesworth’s informal, interesting 
chat Much can be deduced or con- 
cluded. Perhaps that was the fun- 
damental purpose of it all. 

NBC took the occasion to wel- 
come its president back and have 
him renew friendships with the ra- 
dio scribes. Aylesworth dwelt on 
a number of things concerning in- 
ternational broadcasitng. In an al- 
together homey fashion he _ re- 
quested that questions be put to 
him and that he would respond. 

Having come back last week from 
a survey of radio conditions in 
England, France and Germany pri- 
marily, Aylesworth was also thrown 
into contact with David Sarnoff of 
R. C. A. and Owen D. Young of the 
ee, OF FY 

Aylesworth may, be interested in 
extending commercial broadcasting 
on an international basis, yet he 
is not the kind to hedge about 
those things. 

In a frank manner the head of the 
NBC merely conveyed his impres- 
sions of the radio business as he 
found them abroad and probably 
figured that as a gesture of good 
will his reactions were of some 
value to some of the radio writers. 


Winning the Press 


It has been this type of good will, 
fostered by Aylesworth through 
his mouthpiece, G. W. (Johnny) 
Johnstone, the NBC's public rela- 
tions counsel, which has won the 
daily press over to radio. There 
can be no doubt but that the news- 
papers afford radio a regular and 
quite extensive free printer’s ink 
advertising service by publishing 
the daily programs, including the 
commercial trademarks of the spon- 
soring corporations, but the NBC’s 
general attitude has been such that 
it won an undeniable good will unto 
itself. 

Aylesworth merely recounted the 
highlights of his impressions: That 
France and Germany were very 
much behind; that England relied 
90 per cent. on the now obsolete 
form of head-set reception for ra- 
dio edification, since loud speakers 
were as yet beyond the British ken; 
that the British Broadcasting Corp. 
is the greatest radio monopoly ex- 
tant; that it nets 102,000 pounds or 
over $1,000,000 from the sale and 
advertising revenue of its radio pro- 
gram charts, as the dailies do not 
accord it that free space; that the 
instalment method of merchandis- 
ing is unknown abroad; that Con- 
tinent@l talent is underpaid and 
hungry to reach the United States 
for better advancement, 


B. B. Co’s Tight Hold 


It is deduced that Aylesworth has 
a thought to reach the English- 
speaking foreign market through 
international broadcasts. Radio has 
been handicapped abroad, especial- 
ly in England, by the British Broad- 
casting Corporation’s levyifig a head 
tax on every receiving set and then 
giving the public nothing but talk, 
talk, educationals, lectures, more 
talk and still chatter, It’s only 
around 11-12 that any music is 
etherized. Then, as far as_ the 
masses are concerned, it’s too late; 
they’re in the feathers. 





Shilkret Over Summer 


Nat Shilkret is set for the Gen- 
eral Electric Hour on the NBC 
nation-wide network. Shilkret suc- 
ceeds Walter Damrosch for the 
three months over the summer. 

It’s the prize ether assignment. 
Shilkret has three other commer- 
cials additionally, while his brother 
Jack takes charge of Lehn & Fink. 





Gouraud With WCAU 


Powers Gouraud, with the Shu- 
berts in Philly, has gone radio an- 
nouncer for WCAU. 

This is the Philly 
CBS network. 


link in the 





Ferdie Grofe Marries 
Ferdie Grofe, arranger and com- 
poser for Paul Whiteman, was mar- 
ried Saturday in Jersey City to 
tuth MacGloan, concert singer. 





Bryan on M-G Staff 
‘ Los Angeles, May i4. 
Vincent Bryan has been added to 
the musical staff at M-G-M. 





to Tell 








Office Plug } 





At the finish of most every 
broadcasting program N. B. C. 
, informs its listeners that it 
| conducts a concert bureau 
| where artists can be secured 

for private entertainment. 








\. sonaaall 


Brookhart Radio Idea 


Washington, May 14. 

Senator Smith W. Brookhart, R. 
Ia., who has shown considerable in- 
terest in motion pictures proposing 
that that industry be Government 
regulated now would have every 
radio set owner pay a Small tax to 
help defray the cost of broadcast- 
ing programs. 

Proposal was made by Senator 
Brookhart during hearings before 
interstate commerce committee on a 
bill to group radio along with the 
telegraph and telephone companies 
under government regulation. 








CARNEY FOR RADIO 

Bert Lown’s feud with Rudy 
Vallee figures in his engaging Jack 
Carney for radio and record work. 
Carney, Rutgers University under- 
graduate and a member of the track 
team, was all set to make Columbia 
records. Ben Gross, the New York 
News radio reviewer, singled out 
Carney as possessed of a Vallee 
type of voice, although the college 
boy is not a tenor but a barytone. 
Lown engaged him for professional 
work. 

Formerly of Lown-Vallee Orches- 
trag, the latter broke away from the 
combination to go it alone. Lown 
has expressed himself bitterly con- 
cerning this, while Vallee stated 
that he was embarrassed through 
the corporation contracting for his 
personal services without his 
(Vallee’s) knowledge. This came up 
when Vallee was set for the Van 
Heusen inaugural program over 
WOR, Columbia broadcasting link, 
whereas Vallee meantime had gone 
exclusively with NBS. 

The National Broadcasting Co. 
sued CBS and won on the injunc- 
tion. 





Film Revue’s 12 Songs 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

M-G-M claims to have established 
a record for the number of original 
songs for a single picture. In this 
company’s “Revue” film 12 new 
numbers will be introduced. 

Titles are “Singing in the Rain,” 
“Strike Up the Band,” “Jewels,” 
“Low Down Rhythm,” “Climbing 
Up the Ladder,” “Black and White,” 
“Got to Get Together,” “I Got 4 
Feeling for You,” “Your Mother 
and Mine,” “Lon Chaney’s Going to 
Get You If You Don’t Watch Out,” 
“Nobody But You” and “Orange 
Blossom Time.” 





Ballading for 5 Years 
Los Angeles, May 14. 

Don Douglas, balladist, goes with 
James Cruze for five years, In 
“The Great Gabbo” he will sing 
numbers written for the picture by 
Lynn Cowan. Babe Kane will have 
as & d role. 


CHICAGO DAILIES 


Warning issued by District Attor- 
ney George Q. Johnson that serving 
of setups by private and country 
clubs in Chicago territory will not 
be permitted. Padlocks will be ap- 
plied on precedent set in Chez Pierre 
(cabaret) case, closed after patrons 
were seen drinking, although no liq- 
uor sales had been made. 











Attorney Augustus L. Williams 
has filed suit for $200,000 against 
the Illinois Bell Telephone Company 
because his name was omitted from 
the directory. 





Benjamin E. Bogeaux, who mar- 
ried Ethelind Terry last week in At- 
lantic City, is head of the Bogeaux 
Construction Co., Bogeaux Invest- 
ment Co.,and Bogeaux Management 
Co. in Chtcago. 





Rufus Dewey, 50, former publicity 
man for the Chicago Civic Opera Co., 
jumped to death from the tenth 
story of a New York office building. 
Note addressed to his wife says he 
was ill and feared he would become 
a burden on his family. 








Frankie Pope was declared not 
guilty by a jury of maintaining ne 
Beau Monde club, cabaret, as a} 





gambling joint. 


Radio Rambles 


By ABEL 


Cantor’s Expected Comedy 

As Eddie Cantor confesses, he's 
terrible on the radio and adds, with 
considerable perturbation, that “my 
children won't talk to me, I'm that 
lousy. I realize that without the 
hands and the eyes I’m sunk in the 
abstract on the ether.” That, of 
course, forestalls any criticism 
anent the comedians poor impres- 
sion over WPAP when he spoke on 
“Thrift.” Since that is a serious 
topic, perhaps laughs weren't in or- 
der, yet somehow one cannot whol- 
ly disassociate the Cantor comedy 
canters from anything he utters, 
hence the disappointment. 

On the subject of talks, which are 
usually quite dull and dreary, 
Joan Lowell sea chat, now that she 
has ballyhooed her dubious “Cradle 
of the Deep” fictional biography into 
a best seller, was up to par or ex- 
pectation in proving quite uninter- 
esting via the ether. 








Gene Austin’s Nerve Holds Up 

Gene Austin, Victor’s best vocal 
seller, got over $1,000 from the Litt- 
man store to do two numbers on 
their WABC hour. Austin plugged 
his own publications, “A Garden in 
the Rain” and “Peace of Mind,” 
probably the millenium of song- 
exploitation, considering the dough 
Gene got. 





Scotti’s Satisfactory Program 

Bill Scotti is now conducting the 
Hotel Manger orchestra, with Al 
Kemp on tour for the summer. Un- 
der Kenneth Ficket’s announce- 
ments, the orchestra gives out quite 
a satisfactory program of contem- 
porary jazzique. 

“Honey” was on his program as 
well as “Mean to Me,” two of the 
most popular radio ditties. These, 
along with “My Sin,” “I Kiss Your 
Hand, Madame,” “Feeling I'm Fall- 
ing,” “Yours Sincerely” and “With 
a Song in My Heart,” both from 
“Spring Is Here,” and usually played 
as a medley; “Am I a Passing Fan- 
cy?” “Lover, Come Back” and “From 
Sunset to Sunrise” seem to be the 
maestro’s most popular offerings. 

On the matter of sings, the old 
comic opera waltz song, “Beautiful 
Lady,” is the theme of at least two 
commercial hours—Lehn & Fink 
(WJZ) and the Ohrbach store 
(WMCA)—which also has another 
restricted theme dealing with Ohr- 
bach’s as “the miracle store.” 





Another Home Town Plug 

Just like Littman’s paid Austin to 
plug his own songs, the Hudson- 
Essex Challengers retained Morton 
Downey as its guest feature, where- 
upon the tenor took the occasion to 
warble “I'll Always Be Mother's 
Boy,” from his latest Pathe talker. 
It also coincided with the Mothers 
Day observance. 





- Moving Cars 

Uppercu Cadillac tied up radio 
with showmanship, in the form of 
Ben Bernie’s original orchestra, in 
order to plug the new motor cars. 
Judging from general conditions, 
aside from the acknowledged merits 
of this crack motor product, looks 
like many of the lesser new and 
used car dealers will have to do 
something radically important to 
move their wares off the floors. 

The name band hook-up with 
radio as a ballyhoo seems to be one 
successful trick. 





Tex’s Philosophy 

Texas Guinan came down to the 
Village Grove Nut Club last week as 
a personal tribute to Buddy Walker. 
Latter is the Village Grove’s Chief 
Nut and played with Tex at Fox's 
Academy the week before. Tex did 
her usual wise-cracking and refer- 
ences to the gendarmes, making one 
sensible point that nothing can 
take away the people’s love for fun 
and pleasure. 





Division Street 

Downtown, under the elevated 
railroad, around the Chatham 
square sector, is a crooked street 
known as Division. For the same 
inexplicable reason that automobile 
row is headquartered where it is, 
or the garment center on 7th ave- 
nue, Division street attracts a high 
money buying power for feminine 
finery. 

Division street has a trade asso- 
ciation. Through it the Division 
Street Serenaders, under the direc- 
tion of Emery Deutsch, are regular- 
ly on WABC, singing and playing 
the praises, indirectly, of the Di- 
vision street merchants. They lean 
towards Spanish and gypsy airs. 
Frank Knight, announcer, intro- 
duces an occasional Viennese waltz, 
like “Blue Danube,” or “Every Little 
Movement,” but for the main they 
play tangos and gypsy medleys. 

It’s a corking half hour of charm- 
ing music, further relieved by Ches- 
ter Miller and Evelyn Novak as the 
vocal soloists. 





Flashes 
Sam Marx plugging his own book, 
“Broadway Portraits,” via WPCH 
..--Jones and Hare, no longer the 
Happiness Boys, now singing the 





MUSICIANS’ UNION’S FRUITLESS 





——— 


TACTICS AGAINST PROGRESS 








BLIND STREET TRIO 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

Street musicians in the 
downtown section are working 
a new wrinkle. Three blind 
members of the street-playing 
fraternity have banded to- 
gether. Two saxes and a ban- 
joist. The trio provide an ac- 
ceptable concert while slowly 
making their way in massed 
formation up and down Broad- 


way and other principal 
streets. 
Boys play well, and the 


novelty of a blind trio ped- 
dling their musical wares is 
meeting with a hearty finan- 
cial response. 








Disk Reviews 


vicTt a 


Morton Downey -nors two more 
from “Mother’s Buy,” his second 
starring talker, on Victor No, 21958, 
“World Is Yours and Mine” and 
“There’s a Place in the Sun for 
You.” 

Johnny Marvin solos “Sugar 
Cane” and has a pip double with 
Ed Smalle in “I Get the Blues When 
It Rains.” 

More picture theme music from 
“Innocents of Paris” has Ben Pol- 
lack and his Park Central hotel 
jazzists clicking with “Louise” and 
“Wait Till You See ‘Ma Cherie’ ”; 
swell tunes, excellently done. 

Rudy Vallee couples a waltz and 
fox trot in “Underneath the Rus- 
sian Moon” (the popular waltz 
which Shapiro-Bernstein took over 
from Kendis-Gusman-Samuels) and 
“The One I Love Loves Me.” 

A peach of 12-inch back-up is the 
coupling of gems from “New Moon” 
and “Whoopee,” two of Broadway’s 
most popular musicals, sung by the 
Victor Light Opera Co. Nat Shil- 
kret has made a corking salon 
couplet of “Deep Night” and “If I 
Had You,” likewise two of the most 
popular ditties on the air and dance 
floors. The Victor Arden-Phil Oh- 
man piano duo register with “Dance 
of the Paper Dolls” and “Raga- 
muffin,” both novelty instrumentals, 
and another distinctive vocal disk is 
Lupe Velez, who vocalizes the theme 
songs from two of her pictures, 
“Song of Songs” and “Mi Amado.” 

George Olsen again clicks dan- 
sensationally with two more of the 
forthcoming Fox “Movietone Fol- 
lies” hits, “Breakaway” and “Big 
City Blues,” while Leo Reisman, 
comparative Victor newcomer, also 
goes production, this time a Broad- 
way musical, offering the Rodgers 
and Hart hits from “Spring Is 
Here,” titled “With a Song in My 
Heart” and “Yours Sincerely,” both 
fox-trots, 

From the west coast comes Hor- 
ace Heidt with his popular synco- 
pators doing “Wedding of the 
Painted Dolls,” another “Broadway 








Melody” hit, coupled with “I’m 
K-a-razy for You.” 

BRUNSWICK 
Galla-Rini, vaude accordionist, 


has a brace of brilliant instrumen- 
tals, “Sicily of Mine’ and “Polka 
Brillante,” as a novelty couplet. On 
the matter of instrumentals, Fred- 
ric Fradkin, also from _ picture 
houses and the _ varieties, violin 
solos “Nola” and “Kiss in the Dark” 
in pleasing light concert style. Dan 
Lieberfeld accompanies. 


Another fetching pair of instru- 
mental selections are Lee Sims’ 
piano solos of “If I Had You” and 
“Caressing You,” played in variat- 
ing tempos by the vopular midwest 
radio pianist. 

Bob Haring and his orchestra 
have chosen from a picture in “My 
Cairo Love,” the theme of “One 
Stolen Night,” which is backed by 
the waltz “Bye and Bye, Sweet- 
heart.” Haring again registers with 
two foxes, “Sugar Cane” and “Be- 
cause I Know You're Mine.” 

Belle Baker’s “My Sin” is quite 
dramatic, the comedienne relieving 
it with “Underneath the Russian 
Moon” as the back-up. In lighter 
vocal vein, Zelma O’Neil, with Al 


Goodman’s orchestra from “Follow 
Thru,” gets hotsy with “I Got a 
Code in My Node” and “I’m 


K-a-razy for You.” 

For real heat, get a load of the 
Cotton Pickers picking on “Kansas 
City Kitty” and the “Rampart St. 
Blues.” Abel. 





songsters in the Philco’s Theatre 


Memories series, doing the third act 
of “Chocolate Soldier”’....Crack 
dansapation, by Vincent Lopez, Ben 


praises of Interwoven sox as the} Pollack and Phil Spitalny....Milt 
Inier woven Pair, Hee! and Toe....| Gross’ dialect on the Eastman Ko- 
Ever pleasing Jessica Dragonette | dak hour....Arthur Pryors band as 
and Colin O’More as the principal! } part of the Schradertown concert. 


The outstanding orchestra leaders 
and musicians around New York 
concede the futility of the Mu- 


sicians’ Union current propaganda 
against sound pictures. Members 
are being exhorted not to patronize 
synchronized movies because of the 
latter’s inroads into the musicians’ 
source of income. 

The futility is recogntzed because 
the union now, as the members view 
it, are no longer fighting the Fox, 
Publix, Loew or any other circuits, 
but Wall Street capital, so vitally 
involved in the sound picture busi- 
ness. 

On the other hand, conditions for 
some of the musicians are truly 
critical. Symphony men and ordi- 
nary large vaude and picture mu- 
sicians, who made as much as $150 
a week, have produced evidence 
that their income has been as low 
as $6 a month, 

The union, in desperation, is at- 
tempting to make the leaders shift 
their personnels every three or four 
weeks in order to give the outsiders 
an opportunity at some income. 
This is almost impossible for those 
leaders who are appearing before 
the public on radio, records, thea- 
tres, etc. ) 


Eight Warner Songsmiths 
Do 75 Songs in 4 Months 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

The Warner-First National song 
writing department, consisting of 
eight writers in charge of Ray Per- 
kins, have turned out 75 songs used 
in 20 pictures. About half of the 
songs written will be published un- 
der the Warner-Whitmark agree- 
ment. 

The department has been func- 
tioning less than four months an 
operates in teams, with each being 
assigned to a production, for which 
they supply incidental music, songs 
and special numbers. 








Broones in Charge 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

Martin Broones has been ap- 
pointed head of. M-G-M’'s musical 
department, replacing Bob Harris, 
brother-in-law of Dave Loew. 

Broones has been in the music de- 
partment at M-G for six months 
and has written tunes for every 
production synchronized during 
that time. Harris, it is understood, 
will probably join Universal. 





“Sorrow” Infringement Case 

Lajos Serly, Hungarian composer, 
is suing Shapiro-Bernstein and Al 
Sherman, publishers and composer 
of “Save Your Sorrow for Tomor- 
row,” for alleged copyright infringe- 
ment. <i 

The Magyar tunesmith sets forth 
that the tune was allegedly lifted 
from a copyrighted (1922) book of 
his compositions. He wants the 
usual damages, injunction and ac- 
counting. 


Collegians Pay Plenty 
For Frat Dance Music 


Spring dances at the various fra- 
ternity houses at Princeton and 
Yale during a recent week-end are 
estimated to have cost the frats at 
Princeton and New Haven a total 
of about $20,000 for orchestras, 

Each university used about ten 
bands to supply dansapation, with 
all traveling and hotel expenses 
from New York and Pennsylvania 
paid in most cases, 


HERE AND THERE 


Bert Feldman, English music 
publisher, is in New York. 

BenBernie opens the new conven- 
tion Auditorium, Atlantic City. 

Sammy Smith of professional de- 
partment of the Harry Von Tilzer 
music house has gone to the Sha- 
piro-Bernstein Co. 

Ernie Holst and his orchestra, last 
at the Colony Club, Palm Beach, 
are at the Post Lodge, Larchmont, 
N. Y., for the summer months. 











From F. & M. to Warners 
Los Angeles, May 14. 
Virgil Young, musical arranger 
for F. & M. Ideas the past three 
years, added to the arranging staff 
of Warner Brothers studio. 





Levant-Clare on Lot 
Oscar Levant and Sidney Clare 
are the latest song-writing team to 
} hook up with Radio Pictures. 
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3 PARIS PLAYS 
IN NO-HIT WEEK 


Paris, May 14. 

“Comment I'Espirit Vint au Gar- 
con” (How Wit Came to the Boy”), 
play in three acts by Jacques Da- 
poigny, was presented under the 
direction of Gabriel Imbert and 
Pierre Adelbert as a periodical per- 
formance of the dramatic society, 
Aide et Protection. 

Proved to be an interesting con- 
tribution, with a capable cast in- 
cluding Jean Weber, Roger Clairval, 
Maurice Jacqueline and Juliette 
Verneuil. 

The somewhat youthful author 
here describes the life of a rustic 
aristocrat, ignorant until the age of 
16, given a religious and general 
education by a priest and a gov- 
erness, 

Pierre Aldebert is credited as 
producer. 

“Le Train Fantome,” Henry Er- 
langer’s French version of “The 
Ghost Train,” is off to a nice start 
following the opening last week at 
the Theatre de la Madeleine. 

Cast Includes Alcover, Lurville, 
Mauriece Remy, Robert Arnault, 
Jane Maguenat. 

“L’Aube, le Jour et la Nuit” 
(“Morning, Day and Night’), play 
in three acts, first produced at the 
Potiniere under the management of 
Jules Berry and Raoul Audier, pre- 
sented here last week, has been un- 
favorably received. 

Play was written by Dario Nico- 
demi, an Italian author who at- 
tempted to make a poetical treatise 
on love-making. 

Jules Berry, one of the managers 
under whose sponsorship the piece 
made its appearance, plays the lead. 
Only two people in the cast, Suzy 
Prim supporting. 

“Jules, Juliette et Julien,” or 
*“l’Ecole du Sentiment,” (“The School 
of Sentiment’), an amusing version 
of the familiar triangle treatise, by 
Tristan Bernard, followed “La 
Bourgeolse” into the Maison de 
l’Oeuvre last week. 

It is an effective three-act com- 
edy, with a prolog, getting off to a 
favorable start with the critics and 
first night audience at the opening 
last week. 

Story deals with a girl called Juli- 
ette, who marries an elderly man, 
Jules, whom she does not love. She 
later falls for Julien, a timid avia- 
tor, and deceives her apparently in- 
different husband. 

When Juliette afterwards con- 
fesses her indiscretions to her hus- 


band she is surprised to learn of his 
She is remorseful 
and the couple become united again 
while Julien conveniently goes”™ to 


deep affection. 


the colonies, 


Cast is headed by Mile. Yolande 
George Colin is 
the husband, Le Gouriadec, the avi- 


Laffon, as Juliette. 


ator, and Lugne Poe, the producer 
the family reconciliator. 





AMERICANS ABROAD 
Paris, May 5. 


Fanny Todd, E. H 
Harry Portman, 


In Paris: 
Sothern, 


Gilbert Miller, 


Arthur 
Loew, Mary Garden, Jesse L. Lasky, | Everything,” 
Mrs. F. Todd Mit- 


FOREIGN 


~ 
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‘London Chatte 





London, May 4. 
During the week ending April 27, 
there were eight talking pictures 


featured in London—largest number 
yet. All houses showing the films 
did turnaway business. 

Among English stars who con- 
template transferring into this new 
field are Jack Bachanan, Nelson 
Keys, Leslie Howard, Sir Gerald du 
Maurier, Fay Compton, Seymour 
Hicks. 





Peggy O'Neil and A. W. Bask- 
comb have recorded one of the 
scenes from “Merry, Merry” current 
at the Lyceum (where popular 
prices have resulted in big busi- 
ness). 

Douglas Furber, author and lyric 
writer, is going to Hollywood 
shortly to write talker scenarios for 
Metro. 

“The Berg” is being made into a 
talker at Elstree. Future ones are 


“Juno and the Paycock” by Sean 
O’Casey, Compton Mackenzie's 
“Carnival,” “Mumming Birds,” 


“Blackmail,” “Punch and Judy” by 
Arnold Bennett, and “Under the 
Greenwood Tree” by Thomas 
Hardy, which will have sound ef- 
fects but no dialog. 

Seymour Hicks will do “Sleeping 
Partners” and “The Catch of the 
Season.” 





Savoy will close June 1, and open 
again in the fall. Opening marked 
by a season of Gilbert & Sullivan 
operas. 





$100,000 Ticket Sale 
“Journey's End,” which leaves 
the Savoy for the Prince of Wales 
June 3, has made a new library 
deal running into $100,000. 





Mrs. Pat Campbell is to appear 
in the West End after many years 
absence, in “The Matriarch,” 
dramatized version of G. B. Stern’s 
novel “The Tents of Israel.” Sup- 
porting cast includes Beatrix 
Thompson, Ethel Irving, Hugh Wil- 
liams, Henry Hewitt, Henry Hallett. 


“Big Fleas,” probably killed by 
its title, closed at the Comedy April 
27 after a month’s run. 








For the second time, and at the 
Same theatre, a play has changed 
its title while running in the Wes. 
End. “Asleep,” at the Duke of 
York’s was subsequently changed 
to “Dope’’—with no better result; 
now Owen Nares’ new one at that 
house, “These Few Ashes” has been 
changed to “Tjadies, Please.” 





An American vaudeville team 
working in London asked their 
agent to get them a ticket for the 
Stock Exchange Derby Sweepstake. 
The agent got the ticket, but made 
the act sign a commission note for 
10 per cent of the winnings when 
he handed it over. 





On May 1 Huntley Wright cele- 
brated his 5,000th performance at 
Daly's theatre, where he is appear- 
ing in his original role in the re- 
vival of Lonsdale’s “Lady of the 
’| Rose.” Wright first appeared at 
this theatre in “The Geisha” in 1896, 
under the George Edwardes regime. 





Owen Nares will make his second 
appearance as a musical comedy 
-|lead when he appears in the new 
Clayton & Waller production, “Hold 
at the Palace. The 
first occasion was at the same house 


chell, Genevieve Tobin, Elmer] in 1908 in “Pamela,” when he ap- 
Youngman, Philip Barry, William] peared with Lily Elsie and the late 
Langel, Margarette Matzenauer, 


Jean de Limour, 
Walter Wagner, Nunally Johnston, 
Robt. Carlton Brown, Mrs. E. Wool- 
man Chase, E. Warner, W. C. Len- 
cel, Dora Duby, Mrs. Sutton Bundy, 
Archy Selwyn, Estelle Brody, Harry 
V. Dougherty, A. E, Thomas, Her- 
bert Bayard Swope, Arlent Ed- 
wards, Paul Gallico, Richard Rod- 
gers, Winthrop Sargeant, Ward 
Morehouse, Edith Cross, Helen 
Wills, Odgen Reid, Georgette Cohan 


Mr. and Mrg, William Seeman, Rian 


James, W. Scott Schindler. 


STOLL’S FIRST WIRED 
London, May 14. 


Stoll’s Newcastle is the first of the 
picture house chain to be 


Stoll 
wired. 


Opened May 11 with “The Singing 


Fool,” playing capacity. 


NEW PARIS AGENCY 
Paris, May 14. 
Arnaud, formerly partnered with 
Lartigue, is repuried vpening @ sep- 
arate agency in Paris. 
Former may line up with new 
associate. 


Louise Brooks, 


G. P. Huntley. 








REAL COOLING SYSTEM 





Fellow who read the headline 
in Variety the other week 
about an $800,000 cooling sys- 
tem, said he flirted with a 
dame the other night who had 
one which must have cost a 
million. 

Asserts he is still thawing 
out, 


Photophone Sound 
In London Used On 
German Equipment 


London, May 14. 


Klangfilm-Tobis apparatus is pro- 
jecting “Strange Cargo,” sounded 
with RCA Photophone, opening at 
the Palace May 13 for a month. 
Reproduction over the German 
equipment is clear and well defined, 
but there is a tendency to am- 
plify too strongly, producing a 
booming noise. 


Paris Chatter 


Paris, May 14. 


Gipsie Roumahje, dancer, will re- 
ceive the equivalent of 45,000 francs 
working off a judgment for two 
weeks’ work at the Empire when 
she appears there shortly. This is 
the largest amount ever paid a 
single for working this theatre. 
Gipsie quarelled with Varna, head 
of the Palace Revue, when leaving 
that show last year when she was 
ill. Varna brought court action and 
obtained a judgment for 45,000 
francs against the dancer. 

Gipsie claims that she left with 
Varna’s permission, but this angle 
did not come up in court. She 
claims she slipped and fell one 
night, injuring her back, and ob- 
tained two medical certificates say- 
ing she was unable to perform for 
at least a month. 

Gipsie insists the theatre manager 
told her she could take 30 days 
off. She appeared at the Palace 
at the end of a week, but was 
barred. The next day Gipsie got 
an offer from Vienna which\ she 
accepted. 

Upon her return, Gipsie called on 
Varna for an explanation. They 
finally agreed to settle the argument 
with Gipsie appearing at the Empire 
to cancel the judgment. 

Jacqes Haik has engaged Yvonne 
Printemps and Sacha Guitry to 
make a talker picture. Work will 
start as soon as Haik gets his new 
studio ready. 

Pierre Wolff will produce the 
first talking picture in France, star- 
ring Andre Bauge, comedian. The 
picture will be called “Street 
Singer.” 

Request of the Italian Consul at 
Morocco to prohibit the showing of 
“Street Angel” there has been 
granted. 

Louise Brooks is here to make a 
picture for Sofar. 

Arthur Loew says it will be a 
long time _before the talker pic- 
tures entirely supplant silents. 

The Dayton Choir are a success 




















Scandinavia, with the 


jesty’s. 





a serious operation. 
esing at Guy’s Hospital. 





“Porgy” will tour Germany and 
original 
cast, following the run at His Ma- 


Edyth Goodall is recovering from 
Now conval- 


in Vienna. 


Jesse Lasky says the world has 
gone mad over talkers. 


HAYES FOR BERLIN 


Paris, May 14. 
Rich Hayes is slated for the 
Komiker cabaret, Berlin, some time 


A new play, entitied “For the 
»| Sons of Gentlemen,” by Arnold Rid- 
ley, author of “The Ghost Train” 
and other railway thrillers, will suc- 
ceed “Ladies, Please” at the Duke 
of York’s before the end of May. 
It is a play of school life from the 
master’s standpoint. 





After many rumors and denials, 
it is now stated that Tallulah Bank- 
head’s engagement to Count An- 
thony de Bosdari is definitely off. 
The count has been busy on the 
continent with a new talking pic- 
ture combine, and business has sep- 
arated them. 


Clive Brook Returns 
Paris, May 14. 
_ Clive Brook returns aboard the 
“Homeric” tomorrow, 





in March. 
This. will 
garten date. 


follow his Winter- 


Visa Fee, $2 
Washington, May 14. 
Along with other European coun- 
tries, visa fee between U. S. and 
France is to be cut from $10 to $2. 
State Department hopes soon to 


dispense entire visa fees for all of 
Europe. 


Maugham Divorced 
London, May 14. 
Wife of W. Somerset Maugham, 
playwright, has obtained a 


the French 


divorce decree from 
courts. 
Become effective May 11. 





Too Much Money for 





London, May 14. 


General show impression is that the 
act was not worth the cost of trans- 


Atlantic for a fortnight’s engage- 
ment. 

Minnevitch is reported asking for 
an increase to remain longer, so 
that there is little likelihood of an 
extended booking. 

Sarah Allgood and Sam Livesey, 
in a dramatic sketch entitled “The 
Flat Below,” very strong along 
Grand Guignol lines, splendidly act- 
ed, and went’ over easily. 

Lillian Davies, prima donna, 
made her reappearance in vaude- 
ville after an absence of several 
years. Fine appearance, with a well 
cultivated but cold voice, Miss Da- 
vies did nicely. 

Short and Long, American act 
booked into the Alhambra, well re- 
ceived at this house. The team is 
doubling into the Hotel Splendid 
cabaret. 





Paris, May 14. 


Borah Minnevitch opens May 31 
at the Empire here, following his 
London apperance. 


BIG GROUP CLASH 


(Continued from page 7) 


the historical background is worth 
noticing. 

The Stanley company (under the 
Mastbaum-Earl regime 15 years 
ago) developed ag a local enterprise 
and for a long time confined itself 
to Philadelphia. In its efforts to 
protect its position here it built 
houses in a number of locations and 
when competition threatened, 
bought out its opposition. In that 
way it tended toward keeping seat- 
ing capacity ahead of fan demand. 
Famous Players never entered the 
town, having an interest in the 
Stanley company which was a big 
user of product. 

Fox was the first to challenge lo- 
cal control, and the only interest 
to seek representation. Before the 
advent of the Fox the leading Stan- 
ley house was the Stanton. Open- 
ing of the Stanley nearby threw 
that establishment into a feature 
run house, while the weekly change 
and stage show policy went to the 
Stanley, Next move was the ad- 
dition of the Mastbaum close by 
The expressed view of the Stan- 
ley heads at that time wag that the 
Mastbaum de luxe type of show 
would not cut too deeply into Stan- 
ley patronage because of the sharp 
contrast between production unit 
and film-and-specialty type. How- 
ever, the switch to stage band and 
Publix seems to indicate that there 
has been a change of front on this 
point, 

Meanwhile the addition of the 4,- 
200-seat Fox will add a final item 
to the already over seated status of 
this downtown theatre line up, in- 
dicating still further hostilities and 
still sharper bid and counter-bid 
for stage and screen material, with 
the background made up of the 
banking groups which have been 
increasingly enlarging their opera- 
tions in the theatre field, 








CHEVALIER GOING HOME? 


Paris, May 14. 


Report is current that Maurice 
Chevalier is coming to the Moulin 
Rouge. 


Definte date reported unsettled. 





Paris Set for “Blackbirds” 
Paris, May 14. 
Final arrangements were complet - 


Lew Leslie’s “Blackbirds” 
weeks at the Moulin Rouge. 

Musical is scheduled to open 
June 7. 


for ten 





Barcelona’s 3d Congress 


Paris, May 14. 
Third International Congress of 
Theatres will be held in Barcelona. 
Meetings will run from June 23 to 
29. 


Covey in Deauville 
Paris, May 14. 


Fdna Covey foes to Deanville 


Baule Aix les Bains, in July. 


Appearance there is after her 





3erlin date in June. 


Orchestra for 2 Weeks 


portation of 11 people across the 


ed yesterday for the presentation of 





a — 


CHINESE O’NEILL | 


(Continued from page 63) 


beautiful white girl over to a hor. 
ribly deformed native. This prolog 
is simply for atmosphere and tg 
plant sinister character of Chang. 


Borah Minnevitch’s Harmonica The first act is laid in The Inn 
Rascals were cordially received of ae eee Sailors (a dive fre- 
when opening at the Palladium. quenss y pirates, gunmen, dope- 


peddlers and murderers). To this 
pleasant little spot, on the China 
Coast, comes an American soldier- 
of-fortune, one General (“Chinese”) 
O'Neill, who is running a little war 
of his own up the river, but whose 
gunboats are stuck on a mud-bank. 

Here also comes an_ English 
yachting party led by Gerson St. 
George, head of a big steamship 
company, who has only recently of- 
fered a tremendous reward for the 
capture of Chang Kai Chang. With 
him is a beautiful young English 
girl, the Honorable Nancy Bereg- 
ford, to whom he is betrothed. 

Chang Kai Chang does not allow 
this opportunity of ridding himself 
of a dangerous enemy to slip by, 
The captain of the yacht and later 
St. George, himself, are strangled. 
O'Neill, falling for the girl, takes it 
upon himself to become champion 
of the European party. He makes 
a gallant fight, but eventually they 
are all captured. 

In the third act it looks like more 
of Chang's “justice.” However, at 
this moment, Chang pulls a bone 
by bringing into the same room 
with the prisoners a shipment of 
guns and a box ef high-explosives, 
This is explained, somewhat tame- 
ly, by the remark that he wants 
to be able to gloat over all his 
booty, human and otherwise, at 
once. 

The girl helps O'Neill to slip his 
bonds, and the latter succeeds in 
blowing up Chang Kai Chang. In 
the end, the Occidentals are appar- 
ently on the way to safety, although 
it is not clearly explained how they 
will evade the villainous Chinese 
junks that are waiting in the har- 
bor, 

The “mystery” of the story lies 
in the identity of Chang himself. 
He does not appear by that name 
until the very end when it turns 
out that he is the old, deformed 
Fong Li, who has had his tongue 
cut out by foreigners years before. 
Fong Li’s approach, throughout the 
play, is heralded by the tap-tapping 
of a slate and pencil he wears 
around hig neck. It’s a good melo- 
dramatic trick. 

William Harrigan is featured in 
the piece here but the author-pro- 
ducer announces that he is to be 
replaced by Howard Hall. Harri- 
gan, apparently well chosen, was a@ 
little disappointing as the hero, 
fumbling lines and situations all the 
way through. 

In the cast also are Hugh Bucke 
ler, as the truculent Gerson St 
George (a_ virile performance);' 
Audrey Ridgwell, as the aristocratie 
heroine (who looked and acted her 
character); Gustave Rolland, as the 
misshapen Fong Li and Edward 
Wilson as a Mandarin. John Chill- 
man took over the difficult role of 
“Frenchy,” a half-caste inn-keeper 
on 24 hours’ notice due to the death 
of Mr. Romain, and did well. Julie 
Ring was hopelessly miscast as 
Millie, a tough “gal’’ of the China 
Coast. Annette Margolies is to re- 
place her. Leonore Chippendale 
played an English dowager with a 
sporty side. Edward Rigby supplied 
some rather explosive comedy. 

“Chinese O'Neill’ is modestly but 
effectively staged and shapes up as 
a nice possibility. Better cast in 
one or two instances, it looks proms 


ising. Waters. 
LITERATI 


(Continued from page 60) 


One lettér said: “Austin Strong of 
‘Seventh Heaven’ fame would not 
start a play till I was ready to 
work with him.” 

In 1911 she chucked her literary 
service and started a farm maga- 
zine for women. Two years later, 
having failed in this, she adopted 
male attire and became “Peter 
Stratford.” Four women played @ 
part in her life, one of whom, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Rowland, screen writer, 
was married to her in Kansas City 
in 1925. They lived as man and 
wife at the Niles hotel here and in 
San Francisco, 

“Stratford,” meantime, had con- 
tracted tuberculosis and recently 
“his wife” left “him.” Destitute 
and dying “he” was taken to the 
hospital and revealed “his” identity 
when faced with the possibility of 
being put in the men’s ward to die. 
The police pieced together the rest 
of the story from letters, documents, 
personal effects and a diary found 
in the hotel room, 








A Cheap Stealer 
When Charlie Wilson opened in 
London at the Victoria Palace, the 
cable rewrite man on Variety some- 
how twisted the transmission into 
the Palladium. A weekly news steale 


er in reprinting the story also men- 
tilawenAa tin Ty 19. BF... 7 eof +ha 
Se eawaewue eau A AAA, MLV 41th seu 
theft beyond question. It could be 


paralleled, but hardly worth grows 
Ling excited over nowadays. 
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OUTDOORS 








101 Ranch Shows at Van Cortlandt — 
In Remote Section of City’s Park 





v 


Publicity given by the New York 
dailies following Variety’s story of 
Jast week that the Miller Brothers’ 
101 Ranch Wild West has a permit 
to show on the parade grounds of 
Van Courtlandt Park, as a Milk 


Fund beneficiary, resulted at the 
end of the week in the park com- 
missioner changing the location for 
the pitch. 

Instead of the parade ground the 
lot is now just off 242nd street on 
the south side. This is divided by 
a roadway from the park proper. It 
was intended by the show to use 
that section for the stock and cook 
tent. The 101 date is June 2-16. 

It was intimated Monday the li- 
eense to 101 for any part of the 
park might be revoked. 

The dailies mildly tore into the 
Walker administration for permit- 
ting a circus to go on a pretty park, 
with some of the neighbors adding 
protests. The mayor passed it to the 
park commissioner and he side- 
stepped by saying if any respon- 
sible head of the Milk Fund asked 
for a revocation of the permit, he 
would grant it. All eased up be- 
cause of the Milk Fund charity. 
That is headed by Mrs. William R. 
Hearst. 

While the dailies stated that the 
permit had been granted Miller 
Brothers early last week, the 101 
Ranch people knew over two months 
ago that their stand in New York 
this season would be at Van Court- 
landt. The Hearst connection seem- 
ed obvious. 

Terms of the Milk Fund split with 


101 are said to be the first $8,000 
for the fund, with a 60-40 division 
thereafter of the gross, the show 
to take the long end. 


Carnival Out, Circus in, 
As Tex State Fair Show 


Dallas, May 14. 
Hagenbeck - Wallace circus is 
booked as major outdoor attraction 
for the State Fair this fall. 
Booking has been given to Mor- 
ris Castle shows in the past years. 





Circus Workman Hurt 
Pittsburgh, May 14. 

Joseph Lanley, 43, of Lorain, O., 
an employee of the Sells-Floto cir- 
cus, was injured here last week 
when a big steel pole, supporting 
one of the tents, fell on him. 

Suffering a broken back, Lanley 
was removed to the Pittsburgh hos- 
pital where he has been hovering 
between life and, death for several 
days. 





80-Yr.-Old Fair Dropped 


Akron, O., May 14. 

The Summit County fair, which 
was started in 1850, has died from 
lack of support. No fair is to be 
held this year, Secretary Warner 
has announced, 

Of late years, attendance at the 
fair which is held at Fountain park, 
has dwindled to almost nothing. 





NORTH BEACH GONE 


North Beach, Astoria, L. lL, 
amusement park closed except for 
the swimming pool for a few years, 
is being razed, making way for a 
seaplane and amphibian base by the 
Curtiss Flying Service. 

North Beach was one of the big- 
gest amusement parks in New York 
City a decade ago. 





Hunsaker Opens 


Los Angeles, May 14. 
Walter -Hunsaker Exposition 
Shows opened at Wilmington, Cal., 
May 12, for week. Shows then go to 
Compton week May 19. 








Coast Day-and-Date Circus Scrap 
In Big Rush to Reach Canada 





Los Angeles, May 14. 
Christie Bros,’ Circus and the Al 
G. Barnes outfit are playing tag 
up the coast in a dash for Canadian 
territory. Both shows are playing 
day and date 15 or 20 miles apart. 
Efforts of Christies to shake loose 
of Barnes by making 150-mile 

jumps have not been successful. 
The usual sniping warfare be- 
tween the billposting crews and 


oo... 


with both shows feeling the other’s 
opposition in t‘ieir business. Great 
secrecy about their routes, 

They have discovered in the last 
week that the Canadian territory 
they both are rushing for has al- 
ready been occupied by Conklin and 
Garrett Circus and that still an- 
other show, Schell Bros., playing 
through Colorado, Montana, Idaho 
and Oregon, will hit Canada about 





the same time. 





Inside Stuff—Outdoors 





Charlie Sparks at Battle Creek $ 
Charlie Sparks, with nothing but time on his hands, has gone to Battle 


Creek, Mich., for a couple of weeks. 


circus for $200,000, is lost without 


Sparks, who sold his established 
it; also knowing that so far under 


the Andy Downie management this season it has netted $50,000. 





Pushed Into Money 
Tom Mix was paid $10,000 for his week’s services at the Minnesota 
theatre, Minneapolis, last week. In this same town not’so many years 
ago he was fired from a $150 a month job. At the time he was heart 
broken and thought it was the worst thing that could have happened 


to him. 


As it turned out, it started him on a career that has made him a 


millionaire and that led up to last week’s engagement here. 
“I guess I was a little wild in those days and, when I look back, I don’t 


blame Billy Arlington for giving me the gate,” said Mix. 
I thought my show career was ended. But if it hadn’t been 


me all up. 


for that I might never have drifted into the pictures. 


“When 101 cut me loose, I thought that perhaps there might be a 
chance for me to do some rough riding in the pictures. 
money to get me to Hollywood. Griffith was going to start work on 
‘The Birth of a Nation’ and he needed some good horsemen for the Klu 
I landed with him and did the leap off a building onto a 
A representative of William Fox hap- 


pened to see the picture, took a fancy to my riding and got the idea I'd 
He learned my name, looked me up and 
I didn’t have a nickel to my name at the time. 

“Since my pictures started to get across, I haven’t ever worked for 
: k. And most of the time I was also in on a per- 


Klux parts. 
horse and some other stunts. 


be a good bet for Westerns. 
Signed me. 


e +? ar an — 
awenm tila $0,006 a wee 


centage of the picture’s earnings.” 


“But it broke 


I had just enough 





Carnivals 
(For current week (May 13) when 
not otherwise indicated.) 


Ajax United, Amelia C. H., Va. 
Alabama Am. Co., Beaver Dam, 
Ky. 

Anderson-Srader, Superior, Neb. 
B. & B. Am. Co., Lynchburg, Va. 
Barkoot Bros., Kokomo, Ind. 
Barlow’s Big City Shows, Alton, 
Ill. 

Macy Barnhart, Albert 
Minn.; 20, Red Wing, Minn. 
Beaty Shows, Springfield, Mo. 
F. H. Bee, Lebanon, Ky. 
Bernardi Expo, Great Bend, Kan. 
2ur1tz Am. Co., Hayti, Mo. 

Brown & Dyer, S. Norfolk, Va. 
Buck's Empire, Kenilworth, N. Y. 
Bunts Am. Co., Monongah, W. Va. 
Butler Bros., Palestine, Ill. 

Cetlin & Wilson, Martinsburg, W. 
Va. 

Coe Bros., Cumberland, Ky. 
Coleman Bros., New Britain, 
Conn. 

Consolidated Expo., 20, Omaha. 
J. L. Cronin, Lorain, O. 

Craft's Greater, Sacramento, Cal. 
Dekreko Shows, Decatur, Ill. 
Dehnert Expo., Marion, Ind. 
Dodson’s World’s, St. Joseph, Mo. 


Lea, 


Drew’s World’s, Worcester, Mass. 
Earle’s Wonderland, Glenwood, 
Minn. 


Endy Shows, Pottsville, Pa. 

Noble C. Fairly, Parsons, Kan. 

Cc. F, Flanders, Mandan, N. D. 

Mad Cody Fleming, Madison, Ind. 

Foot Am. Co., Annandale, Minn. 

Great Bright Way, Boonton, N. J. 

Great Lakes, Rochester, N. Y. 

Greenburg Am., Spanish Fork, 
Utah. 

Hames, No. 2, Ft. Worth, Tex. 

Al C. Hansen, St. Louis. 

Harper Greater, Crane, Tex. 

J. Harry’s Six, Defiance, O.; 20, 
Gibonsburg, O. 

Hilderbrand’s, Ashland, Ore, 

Mighty Hoy, Sparta, Il. 

Isler Greater, Chillicothe, Mo. 

Johnny J. Jones, Harrisburg; 20, 
Pittsburgh. 

Joyland All Canadian, Toronto. 

Kelly’s Am., Raleigh, N. C, 

K. F. Ketchum, California, Pa. 

Krause Greater, Raleigh, N. C. 

Laughlin, Fairfield, Il, 


Levitt-Brown,@ Sedro Woolley, 
Wash. 

McMahon Shows, Marysville, 
Kan. 


Manhattan Expo., New York City. 

Belville-Reiss, Reading, Pa.; 20, 
Irving, N._J. 

Metropolitan, Fredericksburg, Va. 

Michigan United, Battle Creek, 
Mich. 

Michigan Greater, Dearborn, Mich. 

Mimic World, McRae, Ark, 

Naill Shows, Oakdale, La. 

J. J. Page, Logan, W. Va. 

C. E. Pearson, Centralia, Il. 

H. B. Poole, Leesville, La.; 20, 
Shreveport, La. 

Rays Am. Co., Sioux Falls, S. D.; 
24, Brookings, S. D. 

Reithoffer, Danville, Pa, 

Royal American, Salina, Kan. 

Rubin & Cherry Model, Urbana, 
Til. 

Rubin & Cherry, Ashland, Ky.. 

Scott, George T., Sandpoint, fdaho. 

Sheesley Greater, Philadelphia, 


Siebrand Bros., Jamestown, N. D.; 
25, Minot, N. D. / 


Snapp Bros., West Frankfort, Ill. 
Steblar Bros., Eskdale, W. Va. 
Strayer Am., Lawrenceville, Ill. 
: Taylor Am., 25, Columbia City, 
nd. 
Traver Shows, Bogota, N. J. 
Tucker Am., Gary, Ind. 
United Midway, Toledo. 
R. H. Wade, Shawnee, O. 
Wallace's, Phoenixville, Pa, 
Wolf Shows, Austin, Minn. 
Zimdars Am., Winona, Minn. 





Mix’s Circus Date 


Tom Mix and his horse, Tony, 
make their outdoor debut with the 
Sells-Floto circus, May 27, in 
Boston. 

Until that date Mix and his steed 
are filling vaude and picture house 
engagements, 

John Agee and complete act join 
the S-F outfit same time as Mix 
opens. 





Barnes’ Route 
Los Angeles, May 14. 
Route for Al G. Barnes Circus, 
working northern California terri- 
tory, week of May 12 through fol- 
lowing towns—Willets, Cal.; Sacra- 
mento, Cal.; Marysville, Cal.; Med- 





ford, Ore.: Cottage Grove, Ore., and 


‘Obituary 
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FORREST H. CUMMINGS 
Forrest H. Cummings, 52, stock 
director, who lost his life in a fire 
in Toronto last week, was born in 
San Francisco and had spent many 
years there in stock with Henry 
Duffy. 

Although not an active player on 
the coast, he appeared in a number 
of productions in New York when 
he came east last year. He devoted 
his time to directing stock 
since January, first having the 
Warburton theatre stock, Yonkers, 
and going to the Victoria Players 
in Toronto about five weeks ago. 
He is survived by Hazel Harring- 
ton, actress, from whom he was di- 
vorced. Two brothers, Ralph and 
Robert Cummings, the latter ap- 
pearing in “Congratulations” in 
New York, also survive. 

Interment in Toronto. 





MARGARET BIRD 


Margaret (Peggy) Bird, 36, former 
leading woman in stock and for 
the past twelve years playing sec- 
ond woman parts, died in a fire in 
Toronto last week when Forrest H. 
Cummings also was burned to 
death, 
Miss Bird was born in Philadel- 
phia and had appeared in produc- 
tions including “Martinique” and 
“The Love Child” in support of 
Janet Beecher. Most of her stage 
work was in stock. She had ap- 
peared with the Blaney Players, 
Yorkville theatre, New York; Weit- 
ing Players, Syracuse; Capitol 
Players, Albany; Colonial stock, 
Akron, O.; and for two years with 
the Jefferson Theatre Players, 
Portland, Me. 

A sister, Charlotte Bird, New 
York, actress, survives. 





J. K. BRADY 


James Kevin Brady, 55, assistant 
studio manager for Paramount on 
the Coast, committed suicide May 
9 at his home, 6276 Drexel avenue, 
Los Angeles. Just prior to shoot- 
ing himself Brady commented that 
his doctor had told him he had but 
12 or 18 months to live. 

Brady was born in Silver City, 
N. M., and attended the University 
of Texas and Columbia, He served 
many years in the engineering 
corps of the Army, Philippines and 
China, resigning as a captain. He 
had been an executive at Para- 
mount for seven years. His widow, 
formerly Edna Williams, survives. 





GEORGE GARDNER 


George Gardner, 61, died May 12 
in the Percy Williams Home, East 
Islip, Long Island, of cerebral hem- 
orrhage. Since 1924 he had been an 
invalid and was under the care of 
the Actors’ Fund until 1925 when 
entering the Percy Williams Home. 

His widow, Amelia Phillips Gard- 
ner, survives. Interment in Actors’ 
Fund plot, Kensico cemetery. 

His last stage appearance was in 
Robert Mantell’s repertoire company 
in 1911. He had appeared in a num- 
ber of pictures. 





MRS. ARTHUR BAER 
(Marjorie Cassidy) 
Marjorie Cassidy-Baer, wife of 
Arthur (Bugs) Baer, died of typhoid 
fever at the Post Graduate hos- 
pital, New York, May 10. After re- 
moval from her home to the hos- 
pital her condition was first report- 
ed favorable. There was a sudden 

relapse. 
High requiem mass was held at 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral Monday. 
In addition to the humorist, a 
two-year-old daughter, Arthura 
Mary, srvuives. 





FRED C. TRUESDALE 


Fred C. Truesdale died recently 
in Chicago. Mr. Truesdale had ap- 
peared with a number of musical 
shows. ‘ 

During the war or shortly after, 
Mr. Truesdale went abroad and ap- 
peared in a sketch in which he im- 
personated Woodrow Wilson. His 
first wife was Ethel Dovey. He re- 
married while in France and on re- 
turning to the United States located 
in Chicago, retiring from the stage. 

Interment in Quincey, Mich, 





EOMUND ERIKSEN 


Edmund Eriksen, 27, vaudevillian, 





Salem, ore. 


died May 6 in Saranac, N. Y., of 
tuberculosis, Mr. Eriksen had been 
there for some time under the care 
of the N. V. A. 

He was unmarried. an accordion- 


ist, and had appeared as a single 
act, with the team of Lois and Erike- 
sen, with the Charles Ahearn band, 
the Delphino Trio and Adrift and 


| Co, 


Mr. Eriksen came to this country 


|from Norway and took out citizen- 


ship papers. 


Interment in Saranac, 





EDDIE WARD 

Eddie Ward, 40, manager “Flying 
Wards,” with the John Robinson 
circus, and another aerial act with 
Hagenbeck-Wallace, died May 8 in 
Muncie, Ind. 

For 25 years Ward had been an 
aerialist. His sister, Jennie, who 
appeared with him, mother, brother, 





widow, two sons and a daughter 
survive. 
MABEL NIVEN 
Mabel Niven (Mrs. Black), for- 


merly appearing as a member of 
the Nivens Sisters team in vaude- 
ville, died May 6 at her home in 
Detroit. Miss Niven was a soprano 
and had sung in vaudeville. She 
retired upon her marriage. 

She is survived by her mother 
and a daughter who live in Detroit, 





CHARLES F. SWICKARD 
Charles F. Swickard, 60, former 
actor and pioneer film director, died 
May 12 at Fresno, Cal., of appen- 
dicitis. Mr. Swickard was the trans- 
lator and producer of a number of 
German operas. The widow and one 
brother, Joseph Swickard, character 
actor, survive. 





Louis Mahler, 73, veteran dancing 
teacher, died in Kansas City last 
week. With E. W. Masters, Mr, 
Mahler organized the American Na- 
tional Association of Dancing Mas- 
ters in 1882, 





William Northrup, once noted Eu- 
ropean correspondent for several 
American dailies, died here last 
week. He was born in San Fran- 
cisco and-had studied medicine at 
the Johns Hopkins University. He 
leaves a wife and three children, 





Francis B. Bradley, 31, husband 
of Estelle Winwood, actress, died in 
Rotorus, New Zealand, May 7, ac- 
cording to cables. Mr. Bradley went 
to New Zealand to farm last year. 
He and Miss Winwood were mar- 
ried in April, 1928. 





Virginia Clark, 19, wife of Howard 
Clark, pianist, station KMTR, died 
in Glendale, Cal., May 7. 





The mother, 75, of Alice Remsen, 
N. V. A. librarian and WJZ radio 
artist, died in London April 25, 


Deaths Abroad 


Paris, May 2. 

Madame Severine (Caroline Remy 
Guebhard), 74, French journalist 
and authoress, died at Pierrefond, 
France. 

Henri Moro, 50, French journal- 
ist at the League of Nations, died 
suddenly at Geneva, Switzerland. 

Adolf Weissmann, German musical 
critic (Berlin), died at Caifa, Jeru- 
salem, 

Max Pickmann, conjurer, was 
burned to death in the fire at the 
King Edward hotel, Hongkong, 
China, where he was performing. 

Mme. Michelle (Mme. M. Blery), 
45, French actress who retired from 
the stage in 1922. 

Benoit Levy, 70, pioneer French 
exhibitor and _ distributor, died 
May 9. 











Susman Preparing for Road 
Los Angeles, May 7. 
Henry Susman, carnival operator, 
back in Los Angeles after a win- 
ter in Australia. He proposes to 
take out a show this season. 





Aquatic Expo 
Los Angeles, May 14. 
Judge Kearns, carnival exploita- 
tion man, is promoting a water 
carnival to be held at San Joaquin 
week of May 19. 





Goldman Band Concerts 
For the 12th successive season 
the Goldman band concerts will be 


jheld in Centra] Park and on the 

campus of the U. of N. Y. Start 

June 10 and end Aug. 18. 
Conducted by Edwin Franko 





Goldman, 


it 


Rete Phe e 





SE 


een eR 





yr 


SS ee 


2 a. 


= s 
ere? 


a ee ea a 


oe coe 


nt 


2D ae 5 a lS 





AME Ls 


ee a 


NI SE, NOGA 


7 
$ 


ee 


a ok 
a 


- . 
+ wer ow 








ey 


Oe ot al cag gel iO ARCA th yt Pe 


yee cemees 


—— aw oe 
neh Sui’ 


er eS 


a AD ne ret it as el aN ai te 


— 


aes 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 15, 1929 








—— 








—_——————2 








VARIETY’S CHICAGO OFFICE 


HAL HALPERIN in Charge 


Woods Bldg., Suite 


Phones: 


Central 0644-4401 


604 


CHICAGO 


Chicago. it 
List. 


Professionals have the free use of Variety's 
Chicago Office for intormation. 
be addressed 


forwarded or advertised in Variety’s Letter 


Mail may 
Woods Bidg., 
subject to call, 


care Variety, 
will be held 











STATE-LAKE 
That little additional quality that 
should distinguish a downtown 
theatre bill from one in the neigh- 
borhoods is missing this week, out- 
side rather than inside. The pro- 


gram, in ads and on the marquee, 
is without box office appeal. ‘Molly 
And Me” (Tiffany-Stahl), feature, 


hasn't a drawing title and no extra 
exertion is being made to sell it. 
There are as many good arguments 
for as against this procedure, and 
in the meantime the house can af- 
ford to rest on its achievements 
for one week. Installation and ex- 
cellent exploitation of sound has 
boosted the average weekly gross 
about $8,000. 


Five acts this week, each turn 
proving a little better than the one 
before it. Opening was Josie Carole 
with a company of seven in a 
blackface revue that makes good 
feature stuff in houses outside big- 
time classification but loses abrupt- 
ly in punch when placed in stands 
beyond its qualifications. Josie is a 
coon-shouter, very hefty, with a 
robust voice and her support in- 
cludes song and instrumental trio, 
two gent hoofers and two girl 
acrobatic dancers. One of the boys 
has a standout strut number, The 
others pleased here. All help to 
carry the audience into the fast 
pace the act sets for itself. 


Hap Hazard, second, does half an 
act as a talking single before go- 
ing to full stage for wire-walking 
with his girl partner. That first half 
is satisfactory, and the last half 
is very good, containing legit wire 
tricks. The preliminary’ chatter 
in one has promoted him from end 
spotting and probably all the sug- 
gestions in the world wouldn't make 
him take it out. 


Jack Usher and two girls in mid- 
dle spot have three skits with off- 
and-on periods of strong comedy. 
First how the girl thinks married 
life will be, then as the boy expects, 
and finally as it really is. First is 
good, second is too much a weaker 
version of the first to click, and 
third is a surefire climax. It is sug- 
gested the middle skit be doctored 
to make the act uniformly good. If 
the blonde, for instance, can’t do a 
better split and somersault in her 
specialty than she did Sunday 
morning, bit should go. 


In next to closing were York and 
Lord, of the Clark and McCullough 
school, with a wild collection of 
hoke and nut talk that will goal any 
audience. Material can’t be de- 
scribed, but the incident of York 
demonstrating how he passes a knife 
through his partner’s head without 
touching the brain is typical. Part- 
ner stands under a sheet, and York 
tears into the protruding knob with 
a butcher knife, bringing gasps and 
laughs. Lifted sheet reveals a cab- 


serves rating among the topmost 
acrobatic acts. 

House slow in filling Sunday. 

Bing. 
Englewood. 

Two standard turns in five on the 
last half, guaranteeine satisfaction 
for the fair-sized neighborhood 
crowd. First In quality were the Six 
American Belfords, human risley 
act, three men juggling the other 
three in a fast and thrilling series of 
difficult feats. Big time stuff, sure 
of appreciation anywhere. Other 
standard was Swor and Goode, 
blackface team, with skilled distri- 
bution of heavy laughs throughout 
the act. An old-time act familiar 
with all the tricks, including milking 
a couple of extra bows by bringing 





out Indian clubs as though they 


turn, closed. Familiar white on 
black objects, simply routined with 
little effect. Nothing unusual. 
Screen feature “It Can Be Done” 
(U.). Loop. 





Balaban and Katz is turning the 
Michigan, L&T house, into an all- 
colored theatre, starting June 1. It 
will be the second colored house in 
town operated by the circuit. B&K 
now has the Regal, largest colored 
theatre in the country. Michigan is 
being wired by W.E. and will go in- 
to all sound policy. Seats 1,400. 





Billy Diamond, the new Commun- 
ity, Delavan, Wis., to book. Band 
policy and three acts. 





George Olsen and band will open 
at the Chicago theatre, June 7, fol- 
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might be induced by terrific ap- 
plause to a juggling encore. 

Opener was Gertrude Clark and 
Boys, three-act, with a moderately 
good dance turn holding no out- 
standing moments. Will carry in 
early spotting. Pat Levolla and a 
girl partner, second, did satisfac- 
torily in a straight hoke affair. Le- 
volla starts as a juggler, almost does 
some slackwire walkipg, and goes 
off after having done one balancing 
trick and ten minutes of talk. 
Sorrentino Revue (5), classic vo- 
cal quartet, with accordionist, nicely 
presented mild act for family time. 
“Lone Wolf’s Daughter” (Col), fea- 
ture. Bing. 





Midwest 


One of the defunct Ascher houses 
Joe Leo is trying to wire. Looks 
like a sound policy will be its only 
salvation. With the nut approxi- 
mating $5,000 a week, the house has 
been and is a cinch to show in the 
red. Neighborhood is of decidedly 
poor class. When Fox assumes ac- 
tive possession of this, along with 





bage where the head should have 
been. Unbilled girl assists the team. 
York formerly was teamed with 
Someone else. The York and Lord 
combo is worth any vaude house in 
the country. 

Closing were Kikutas Japs, six 
men and three women in a consist- 
ently excellent routining of tum- 
biing, juggling and “risley.” De- 
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the other Ascher houses, something 
might be done. 


Henry Shapiro books five acts 
here Saturday and Sunday, leaving 
Wednesday night open for tryouts. 
With vaude diminishing to prac- 
tically nothing around this town, 
even this spot is welcome. Last 
Wednesday eve there were six turns 
showing. With an audience com- 
posed mainly of children and a 
dirge-like orchestra of four men, it 
was anything but favorable for 
these acts. In a house of this type, 
comedy, and the hokier the better, 
stands a chance. On that basis the 
two comedy sprints on this layout 
were a cinch to cop. 

Four Mells, gymnastic 
opened to very little returns. 
men, including a dwarf clown who 
garners a few badly needed laughs 
in a draggy routine. Mediocre set- 
ups, executed listlessly, put this turn 
in the back row. 

Ferrell and Peters, man and wom- 
an singing duo, floundered. Miss 
Peters is much the better of the 
team and could probably make it 
alone in a production act. The fair- 
haired boy friend doesn’t mean a 
thing and gets nowhere. Prop piano, 
unemployed all through their act, 
might be eliminated. 

Burkhardt and Elder, another 
mixed twosome, followed with re- 
hashed gags, patter, song and a few 
steps. Burkhardt evidently can’t 
make up his mind about that dia- 
lect, starting and dropping it pro- 
miscuously. That finger gesture in 
the German song is plenty raw and 
doesn’t belong. Otherwise a fair, 
small time act. 

Emilo and Ortova, under average 
dance team, make it a trio with a 
femme pianist who also _ fiddles. 
Terp gal should cut her song on 
the team’s entrance; very much out 
of place. Out of their three num- 
bers the whirlwind looked best. 

Morris and Sonny (formerly Mor- 
ris and Rapp) caught on strong with 
this audience. Morris, a comedy 
hoofer primarily, has some funny 
material which might be bettered. 
Femme end of the team is person- 
able in looks and quite fair in ability. 
Should discard present drama-song 
and replace with something more 
snappy. 


troupe, 





Four} 


lowed two weeks later by Waring’s 
Pennsylvanians. 





J.. L. & S., Rialto, playing bur- 
lesque and pictures, opens with 
sound, July 10. Photophone will be 
tested for three weeks before formal 
opening. 





Several B. & K. -managerial 
changes last week. Roy Bruder 
transferred from the Oriental to 
Tivoli, Harry Lustgarden from Ti- 
voli to Paradise and Emmett O’Don- 
nell from Paradise to Oriental. 





Nate Blumberg @has appointed 
Jack Gross manager of the Or- 
pheum, Sioux City. 


Chas. Darrell is managing the 
Embassy. 








‘ Great States’ Belasco, Quincy, 
closing end of May for the summer 
Orpheum, same town, discontinues 
vaude. 





Henri Keates, solo organist, re- 
turned to the Oriental Friday, re- 
placing Preston Sellers, transferred 
to the Paradise. 





Great States’ Lincoln, Decatur, 


and Apollo, Peoria, open with sound 
June 8. 





Al. Bachman, manager of the 
Crown, has replaced Al Copeland's 
stage band with Austin Mack’s 
Serenaders, and is using Art Linick, 
radio act, for m. c. 





Gradwell Sears, for many years 
manager of the First National ex- 
change here, has been promoted to 
asst. gen. sales mgr. of the organi- 
zation, under Ned Depinet, in New 
York. Carl Leserman, former Cleve- 
iand branch manager for F. N., will 
succeed Sears here. 





M-G-M’s “Trial of Mary Dugan” 
will follow “Weary River” at the 
Roosevelt, 





Crystal, Antioch, Ill, sold by 
Harry Smith to Fred B. Swanson. 





Family, South Bend, formerly the 


Gold Star, bought by Stanley Dy- 
lewski, 





Jack Berlin, playwright, in 
}Georgia Street hospital, Los Angeles, 
with injuries received in an auto 
accident, 





John Steven McGroarty, producer 
of the annual Mission Play here, is 
arranging to present his new play 
of Indian life, “Osceola,” in Florida, 
following the Southern California 
season. 





Kathryn McGuire (Mrs. George 
Landy) taken to Beverly Hills 


(lL. A.) hospital with a sprained 
ankle. 





Henry Duffy will follow “Bur- 
lesque” at the El Capitan with “The 
Pond.” At Hollywood Playhouse, 
next attraction will be “The 
Maniac.” No opening dates so far 
set. At the President, downtown. 
Duffy produced “Skidding,” May 12. 





Downtown picture de iuxe houses 
have started their hot weather cam- 
paigns, with Loew's State first to 





Seagent. Dale & Co, black ,art 


capitalize their cooling system in 


the newspaper advertising. Para- 
mount was right on deck with an 
outside display extolling merits of 
its system. The day the systems 
were put in working condition for 
the summer the mercury took a 
tumble. 





Fox West Coast is planning to 
gradually eliminate preview houses 
in the Los Angeles territory with 
the exception of the Belmont, using 
the Belmont practically exclusively 


for that purpose. a 





Hamilton, O., company formed 
with Chicago backing for new 
vaudfilm house. J. A, Schwalm, 


owner Rialto; Harry Silver and 
Harry Turberg, owners Palace, have 
pooled for another house in Hamil- 
ton. Nothing so far wired in that 
town, 





James Bruck, 55, editor and pub- 
lisher of the Federgtion News, Chi- 
cago Federation of Labor organ, 
died in Chicago, May 10, following 
a lingering illness. - 


ST. LOUIS 


By E. M. CRIGLER 


The Missouri was packed for the 
contest to select three girls to go 
to Hollywood to have screen and 
talker tests at the W. B. studios. 
Winners, with 14 runners-up as a 
court of honor, are appearing at the 
Ambassador this week with Ed 
Lowry’'s stage show. 








The Shubert reopens once more 
this season after being dark three 
weeks with Mae West in ‘Diamond 
Lil.” = — 





Employes of Loew’s State un- 
veiled a bronze tablet dedicated to 
Marcus Loew Tuesday. 


Elizabeth Cueny, who launched 
the Theatre Society of St. Louis 
with Peter Creig for the purpose 
of presenting musical comedy at 
the Garden this summer, has sev- 
ered relations with the organiza- 
tion. Greig has formed a corpora- 
tion to carry on the summer plans, 
announcing that the season will 
—— June 22 and continue to Labor 

ay. 








Irving Rose, formerly of the Am- 
bassador, is now directing the Mis- 
souri orchestra. He took the posi- 
tion last week when Leonid Leon- 
ardi left for Hollywood to work for 
Warner Bros. 


CINCINNATI 


By JOE KOLLING 
Taft—Walker stock. 
Albee—"‘Chinatown Nights’; vaude. 
Palace—‘‘Coquette’’ (2d week). 
Capitol—“Godless Girl.”’ 
Lyric—‘“Divine Lady.” 
Kelth’s—‘‘White Way.” 
Strand—‘“Close Harmony.” 








National stock closed at Cox. 





Empress, Mutual bur, went dark. 





Chester Park, summer resort, open, 
handicapped by cold and _ “rain. 
Roller rink has replaced dancing. 





Coney Island, up-river amuse- 
ment park, opens May 18. 





Dan Cummings is now assistant 
to Cliff Boyd, manager of Albee. 


TOLEDO 


By E. H. GOODING 
Vita-Temple (wired)—‘‘Desert Song.” 
Paramount (wired)—‘‘Close Harmony” 

and Publix stage show. 
Pantheon (wired)—‘*T'wo Weeks Off.” 
Valentine (wired)—‘“Duke Steps Out.” 
State (wired)—‘‘Scandal.” 
Palace—Wright stock, 
Rivoli—Vaudfilm. 
Empire—Mutual bur. 
World (wired)—Pictures, 
Ohio (wired)—Pictures. 








Ohio premiere of “The Desert 
Song,” at the Vita-Temple was the 
big thing this week. Carlotta King, 
Toledo girl singing lead in picture, 
made a Vitaphone talking short 
sending greetings to home towners 
through an arrangement with WB 
made by Manager Jack O’Connell. 





Catherine Cosgriff has been added 
to the cast of the Wright Players, 
Palace. Here from Wright com- 
pany at Grand Rapids, Mich, 





“Show Boat” has been booked by 
George Kroetz for the State, to open 
May 25 for two weeks. 





Near-cyclone in Columbus hit the 
Sells-Floto circus, making it so late 
in Toledo that the first day of the 
scheduled two-day stand was can- 
celled. Loss estimated at over 
$25,000. 

Memorial bronze plaque of Marcus 
Loew was unveiled by manager, 
Jack Merriman, at the Valentine 
last week, 





Sam Denbow, vice-president of 





Publix, was here last week to confer 





with executives at the Paramount 
and Al Reuben, realty representa. 
tive here. 





Arrested four Sundays in succes. 
sion, Francis McDonald and Robert 
Risley, managers of the three thea. 
tres in Portsmouth, didn’t wait to 
have the warrants served last week, 
but went after them. Shows ag 
usual. Jury acquitted Marvin 
Wright, Paul Williams, Carl Roth 
and Russell Jarvis, projectionists. 





Troy, O., has a “blue law” fight. 
Mayflower opened on Sunday and 
owners fined $25, but show was not 
stopped. W. A. Haines, attorney 
for people who want the theatre 
open, has served notice on all busi- 
ness houses opening on Sunday that 
he will prosecute unless the May- 
flower is let alone. 





Daniel “Gutilla, Bellefontaine, ., 
has taken over the lease of the 
Grand Opera House, Marion, O. 


CLEVELAND 


By GLENN C. PULLEN 
Hanna—‘“A Night in Venice.” 
Ohio—"This Thing Called Love” 

week). 

Stillman—‘‘Show Boat” (3d week). 

Palace—"““Why Be Good"; vaude. 

Alilen—‘‘Trial of Mary Dugan.” 
“Close Harmony.” 

State—“Betrayal’’; unit. 

Cameo—“Greyhound Limited.” 

105th—“‘Not Quite Decent’; vaude. 





(24 





TheMall, Loew’s downtown grind, 
is to be wired. Will play first-run 
talkers not strong enough for 
Loew’s other first-run houses. 





Wallace J. Elliott is to be ap- 
pointed manager of Keith’s 105th, 
succeeding Henry Dykeman, who 
goes with Cities Service Oil Co, 
Elliott was formerly assistant man- 
ager. 





Louis Rich's orchestra is broad- 
casting a plug for Robert McLaughe- 
lin stock from the lobby of the Ohio, 





Vic Lavel takes his troupe of 
local dancing girls into vaudeville 
following the closing of Rainbow 
Room, local night resort. 





Gene Warner, Loew p.a., has quit 


to join with Bystander, local maga- _ 


zine. 





“Road to Ruin” has been with- 
drawn from distribution in Ohio by 
state censors. With the exception 
of a current engagement in .Cincin- 
nati, all bookings aré cancelled. 





Ralph E. Reisinger, manager of 
the Sixth Street, Coshocton, Ohio, 
was arrested last week for viola- 
tion of the Sunday blue laws on 
protest of the head of the school 
board. This is the second time 
Reisinger has been arrested for 
showing pictures on Sunday. 


DETROIT 


By JACOB SMITH 
Case—“‘The Royal Family.” 
Wilson—‘“‘Three Cheers” opens May 26 
Cadillac—‘*The Speed Girls.” 
Lafayette—Thurston. 
Bonstelle—‘‘Skidding.”’ 
Madison—“The Rainbow Man.” 
Shubert-Detroit—‘‘Noah’s Ark.” 
United Artiste—‘Alibi.”’ 

A “Broadway Melody.” 
Fisher—‘Kid Gloves.” 
Capiteol—‘‘Queen of the Night Clubs.” 
State—‘‘Show Boat.” 

Fox—"Far Call.” 

Michigan—‘‘A Man's Man.”’ 








George Trendle, general manage? 
for Kunsky, denies there is any deal 
to sell control to Publix. Latter 


now holds about 28 per cent in the 
Kunsky chain, 





Local Fox house is giving 
much show. 
some nights. 

The Sunnybrook orchestra leaves 
the Hollywood early in June, mov- 
ing to Eastwood Park. The Holly- 
wood will continue without an or- 
chestra, reducing admission prices 
for the summer. 


too 
Lasts from 7 to 11 





W. S. Butterfield has announced 
his 1929 building program, which 
will include new houses in Jackson, 
Muskego and Sault Ste. Marie, to 
be ready about Jan. 10. The circuit 
will have 90 theatres by July, 1930. 





Al Donahue is new m. ec. at the 
Fisher. 





George Stark, formerly dramatic 
editor of the Detroit News, is now 
editor of the D. A. C. News, official 


publication of the Detroit Athletic 
Club. 





Police department has _ notified 
night clubs they must close at 2 @. 
m. All persons found in after hours 
will be arrested and held until the 
next morning. 





Steve Pasternacki, orchestra lead- 
er at Club Avalon, has left for Hol- 
lywood to write music for talking 
pictures. 
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MORRISON HOTE 


C 


guests. 


Two Entire Floors in the 








Forty-six Story Tower of the 


CHICAGO 


The Most Central Location in Town 
Atop the Tallest Hotel in the World 


LOSE to the top of the gigantic Morrison Tower, and surrounded by the purest 
air ever breathed, the 40th and 4l1st floors are set apart entirely for theatrical 
Out of earshot of street noises, you can sleep undisturbed until a 


late hour of the morning. You can also entertain your friends in perfect seclu- 
sion, secure against interruption. 


1,944 Outside Rooms—Each With Bath 
- Rates $2.50 Up 


Every room is outside, with bath, running ice water, telephone, bed-head reading 


lamp and Servidor. 
guests. 


laundry, shoes, etc., are sent out or returned. 


Nearest Hotel to Downtown Theatres 


The Morrison stands closer than any other hotel to theatres, stores and railroad 
stations. Yet, at this central location, rooms are rented for $2.50 to $5 that would 


cost $5 to $8 in any other leading hotel. 


Store sub-rentals here 


The last named is particularly appreciated by professional 
It completely. prevents contact between patrons and hotel employees when 


are so valuable 


that they pay all the ground rent, and the saving is passed on to the guests. 


The Terrace Garden and Boston Oyster House 
At these two famous restaurants, the intimate, carefree atmosphere has won 


international celebrity. 


In the Terrace Garden the light, vivacious dance music 


and sparkling entertainments ‘have made it a favorite rendezvous for lunch, dinner 


and after-theatre parties. 


Programs broadcast daily 


from WBBM, 


ALL PATRONS ENJOY GARAGE PRIVILEGES 
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The New Morrison, when completed, will be the largest 
and tallest hotel in the world, containing 3,400 rooms 

















By HAROLD W. COHEN 
1 be nena TF a 
—Mutua ur. 
Stanley—-"Nothing but Truth”; stage 
gg Dugan”; Publix unit. 
Grand—‘‘Show: Hoat” (3d week). 


Aldine—“Hearts-in Dixie.” a 
Enright—“Love and Devil’; 


ow. 
Liberty-—‘“‘Weary River.” 
Harris—Vaudfilm. 
Sheridan Sq.—Vaudfilm. 
Regent—Chanee. 
Oly mpie—Change. 


Les Bowser, manager of Schenley, 
Stanley-W.B. neighborhood. 


etage 
eh 





Teddy Joyce, who wound up a 
year’s engagement as m. c, at Penn, 
got almost enough newspaper space~ 
in his last two weeks to last a life- 
time. All local sheets headlined his 
court trial and acquittal. His auto- 
biography, “My 52 Weeks in Pitts- 
burgh,” ran serially in Press, Fred 
Kury, court reporter, Joyce’s ghost 
for this. 





With end of regular theatrical 
season, George Sharp’s stock at Pitt 
is starting to rake in the real gravy. 





Alvin closed season last week 








Fully squipped theatre and building, 
built five years ago. Theatre 1,500 seat- 
ing capacity, 12 store rooms. Will sell 
at a sacrifice in order to wind up an 
estate. Theatre available. Would lease 
for long term to responsible party but 
prefer to sell. 

E. Harris, 1216 W. T. Waggoner Bidg.. 
‘ort Worth, Texas 


AINERS 
MAKE UP 


Est. Henry C. Miner, Inc. 











@HE-STANDARD ENGRAVING CO. Inc. 
225 West 39 $i. NEW YORK. 











with “Night in Venice,” which drew 
cloge to $28,000 at $3 top. 





William Pigue, feature writer for 
Press, went out to Sells-Floto cir- 
cus, donned grease paint and 
hopped around with the clowns all 
afternoon under the big top. Then 
wrote story for his sheet on how it 
feels to be a funny man. 


Antonio Rogsitto, tenor, working 
on permanent opera company for 
Pittsburgh. Local group made de- 
but in “Cavalleria Rusticana” and 
“Pagliacci” at Davis to enthusiastic 
audience, % 





Amateur stock opens this month 
at Gayety, closed almost continually 
ever since Columbia wheel went 
Mutual, 





Warners’ “Desert Song” goes into 
Grand, Saturday, following three 
weeks run of “Show Boat.” 

Aldine stays open this summer for 
first time in years. House until last 
fall had vaudfilm. Now, with all 
straight films, lights on. 








“The Leper,’ written several 
years ago by George Seibel, present 
drama critic of the Sun-Telegraph, 
will be produced by the Sharp stock 
at the Pitt late this season. ° 


BALTIMORE 


Aaditorium—Stock 
Keith’s—'‘‘Mother’s Boy.” 
tiayety— Burlesque. 








for Shapiro, Bernstein, in Sinai 
Hospital here for tonsils operation. 
Tumin’s second hospital sojourn in 
as many years. First for appendix. 

An anonymous philanthropist has 
given $10,000 to the Lyric Company 
for improvements to the Lyric the- 
atre, local opera and concert house. 
This will be the second improve- 
|} ment to the Lyric. Last season ap- 
| proximately $80,000 was spent on 
ithe house, the seating capacity being 
| increased by 700. 








| “Desert Song,” at the Maryland 
|last week, return, grossed about 
| $26,000. First week here, 
this season, $30,000, 








Zep 


INSTITUTION of) INTERNATIONALE 


eshoes for the Stage and Siveet 
SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 





VARIETY BUREAU 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


416 The Argonne 
1629 Columbia Road, N. W. 
Telephone Columbia 4630 











By HARDIE MEAKIN 


National (Erlanger-Rapley)—Cochran's 
stock. 

Columbia—“The Letter.” 

Karle—‘‘Why Be Good.” 

Fox—"Stolen Night.” 

Met—‘Desert Song.’’ 

Palace—‘‘Mary Dugan.” 

Rialto—“Show Boat” (4th week). 





Full page advertising on pictures 
is getting to be the regular thing 
here now. “Desert Song” at Met is 
the latest. Management took op- 
portunity to boost ante, too, every- 
thing at 50c. nights and 35c. mats. 
Did same thing at other Stanley- 
Crandall house, Earle, 





Steve Cochran’s stock at the Na- 
tional doing “The Thief” is the only 
legit house open, both Belasco and 
Poli’s finishing up Saturday. Coch- 
ran's advertising is again out of the 
“News.” 





Maxim P. Lowe goes into the hos- 
pital shortly for an operation. Get- 
ting to be annual affair with Lowe 
—for three straight years running 





Sam Tumin, local representative | 


its been the same thing, with a dif- 


|ferent ailment each time, 





OTTAWA 


Ambrose Nolan, manager of the 
Avalon, Rex and Columbia, escaped 
with slight injuries when his auto- 
mobile collided with a street car, 
May 9. 





A law has been passed abolishing 
amusement tax on theatre tickets 





earlier 


i 


up to 25 cents in value in all cities 
j}and towns in Alberta, following a 
lrule to the same effect in Ontario. 
| The Alberta order becomes effective 
June 1. Amusement tax on theatre 
j}tickets above 25 cents remains the 
+, approximately 10 per cent. 


} 


| lt 8, ‘é 
| 

i; The annual balance sheet of 
Loew's London Theatres, Ltd., Lon- 








don, Ont., just released, showing 
| profits for the year of $51,602, as 
compared with $50,617 for the pre- 
vious 12 months. Gross receipts 
declined $2,028 from $233,573 to 
$231,545. 
N. L. Nathanson, managing direc- 
er of Famoans Players Canadian 


Toronto, is heading a cam- 
| paign, with the co-operation of the 
'Feeration of Jewish YPhilanthro- 


Corp - 


pies, to raise $100,000 for the estab- 
lishment of a camp for Jewish boys 
on the shores of Lake Couchiching, 
Ontario. f 





Lawyers are searching the records 
of the patent office and copyright 
files following suit of the Baldwin 
International Radio of Canada 
against Famous Players, claiming 
damages of $100,000 for alleged 
wrongful use of the trademark 
“Vitaphone,” which Baldwin Inter- 
national claims to control in 
Canada. 





MONTREAL 


His Majesty's—‘‘Biackbirds.” 
Princess—Stock musicals. 
Capitol—‘‘Speakeasy.”’ 
Palace—‘“Singing Fool.” 
Loew’s—-""Why Be Good?” 
Imperial—“‘Object Matrimony.” 
Strand—Changes. 

Empress —Changes, 
Orpheum—Stock. 
Gayety—Burlesque. 





“Singing Fool’ had its Canadian 
premiere at the Palace Friday, 
opening as a midnight feature and 
attracting capacity business. Man- 
ager expects to break the record of 
$30,000 made recently by “Broadway 
Melody.” 





Canada’s largest amusement park, 
Dominion Park, opened here for the 
summer Saturday. Weather, bright 
but cold, held down attendance. 
Eddie Duchene’s orchestra playing 
for the third year. 

Earl Mellway orchestra has been 
booked for the season at the Ritz- 
Carlton hotel. 





There will be no meeting of pro- 
vincial or city exhibitor associations 
here until appeals now pending 
against the Sunday closing act and 
the children’s act have been de- 
cided. Judgment is expected shortly. 





Following a successful try-out of 
DeForest Movietone at the Am- 
herst, it is understood that all 
twelve theatres in the United 
Amusement group will be wired 
with the same equipment. 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 


Wieting —Murphy-Lrown Players. 








Keith’s—-Vaudfilm. 

Loew's State—Vauidfilm. 

Temple—Mutua! Bur. and Pictures. 

Mtrand One Stolen Night.” 

Empire—‘‘Stranze Cargo.” 

Eckel—‘**Show Boat.” 

“Voice of the South Side,” film 
produced locally by the Brighton 


| theatre 
| being 


glorifying its own area, is 
presented tnere ix 


tins WeUNM 








head of his own stock for five sea- 
sons at the Wieting here, closed 
Saturday after two weeks ar guest 
artist with the Murphy-Brown 
Players. 

Loew's is presenting a iocal revue, 
with cast of about 80, in conjunction 
with the Journal-American. Victor 
Hyde staged the revue. 





The Temple, under lease to Na- 
than L. Robbins, Utica, and IL. H. 
Herk, goes stock burlesque May 26, 
linking with the Colonial, Utica, for 
a rotary policy. Ed Daley will pro- 
duce. Wheel troupes will rehearse 
in this city. 





Lyceum, Ithaca, legit house, has 
been closed to be offered for sae. 
Owned by Cornell Theatres. 





Marguerite Fields Players, stock, 
at the Stone, Binghamton, have 
closed for the season, 





Someone at RKO press headquar- 
ters in New York, unfamiliar with 
the houses of the circuit, sending 
mail to John J. Burnes, local Keith 
representative, to the Orpheum, 





Talking picture made by the Link 
Piano Company, Binghamton, has 
been installed in the Suburban there, 


William McCarthy, Syracuse 
comedian, home after a vaude tour 
with Venita Gould, returns shortly 
to St. Louis for another season with 
the Municipal Opera. 








The Family, Gloversville, is being 
torn down to be reconstructed for 
business purposes. 
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best materials properly blended 








— — j 
‘Frank Wilcox, who was at the 


Manufactured by 
Vv 


to? £1 ~ wm nen a hS 
Sicin Cosmetic Co., B. Y. ; 
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‘dancing turn of two femmes and 


’ with a couple getting over a Span- 
.ish dance number satisfactorily. 


, copped with her unexpected legit 
‘ opera number. 


' its building as a rehearsal hall for 











=p 























quartette of music and song. The 
boys have harmony and play their 
own accompaniment. They went 
over great with what seemed later 
on to be a more or less of a hand- 
cuffed audience. 

The deuce spot presented Hen- 
drix and Baldwin, blackfact team, 
with patter and song, one of them 
working as a female impersonator. 
Nothing new in line of songs or 
gags, but they succeeded in getting 
a fair amount of applause. Fol- 
lowed by “Fan Faire,” musical and 


four boys. Only outstanding feature 
is the acrobatic dancing of one of 
the boys and one girl, who worked 
hard in a series of unusual toe rou- 
tines. Balance of the company 
show promise of developing into 
good steppers as they acquire ex- 
perience and stage presence. 

Next to closing presented Car- 
dini, “King of Cards,” who kept the 
kids amused with his sleight-of- 
hand pasteboard manipulation and 
picking variegated colored balls 
from the air. His cigarette trick 
has been done before, but served 
as a capital climax. 

Closing spot presented “The Eu- 
ropean Comiques,” with a flash 
background of a Spanish setting, 


This was followed -by a comedy 
team doing a burlesque on the 
straight Spanish number. Gal of 
this duo weighed more than 200 
pounds and _ partner, weighing 
around 110, looked ridiculous enough 
without roughening the business to 
bring laughs. The comedienne 


On the screen “Trial Marriage,” 
a Columbia sound picture. 





Superior Court Judge Walter S. 
Gates denied application of Knick- 
erbocker Building Co. for a tem- 
porary injunction restraining West 
Coast Theatres (Fanchon and 
Marco) from ‘using ninth floor of 


dancing. Building operators con- 
tended they had leased the space 
to the theatre circuit for use as 





headquarters for its costume com- 
pany, and that defendants, by util- 
izing some of the space as a re- 
hearsal hall, had so annoyed other 
tenants of the building they were 
being driven out. 

Civil case for an ouster will now 











SAILING 8.8. NIAGARA JUNE 26 


BARBARA LUDDY 


FOR 20 WEEKS’ STAGE ENGAGE- 
MENT IN AUSTRALIA 

















MOST ORIGINAL 


COFFEE SHOP 
in the Golden West : 
Carl—MULLER’S—Lill 
“TWO OLD TIMERS” 
Direct from Train or Theatre 
You Are Welcome 


724 So. Hill St., Los Angele 








—— — — 


for years as headquarters for the 
Fanchon and Marco Costume Co. 





Amendments for increasing yearly 
dues to $24, compelling members te 
attend at least one meeting every 
60 days and dismissal from organ- 
ization if dues become more than 
30 days delinquent were adopted by 
Wampas. . 





Pauline Frederick will sing two 
songs in Warner Brothers’ “Evi- 
dence,” now in production. It will 
be first time actress has used her 
contralto voice in public in 15 years. 





Ernest Pascal has been engaged 
by Paramount to provide the screen 
adaptation and, dialog for “Boom- 
erang.” 





Josie Brown, formerly of the Max 
Hart office in New York, has been 
added to the staff of Myron Selz-. 
nick. 








Adelaide Heilbron has been en- 
gaged by First National to make 
four adaptations of talking pic- 
tures. 





At the annual meeting of the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of 
Southern California R. D. Whitson 
was elected president for the ensu- 
ing year. Other officers are: Lou 
treasurer; B. Benjamin, acting sec.; 
A. L. Sanborn, Russell Rogers, 8S. 
Bard, vice pres.; Murray Hawkins, 
Lazarus and C., A. Ferry, directors. 





Fox has Alfred L. Wuerker direct- 
ing “The Family Upstairs.” William 
Collier, Sr., in lead comedy part. 





Walter Lang with James Cruze as 
director. He will make four pic- 
tures. r 





After working several months on 
screen treatment for “Rio Rita,” 
Kadio has assigned Luther Reed to 
direct the picture with Bebe Daniels 
and John Boles in the featured 
parts. 





With all litigation between Doug- 
las MacLean and Sue Carol settled, 
the latter has a five-year optional 
contract with Fox. 





Warner Bros. has six pictures in 
production at the present time: 
‘Heart4 in Exile,” “Green Goddess,” 
“Gold Diggers of Broadway,” “Gen- 
eral Crack,” “Song of the West” and 
‘Evidence.” 





Lance Heath, press representative 
for Gloria Swanson, is back at his 
desk following operation. 





Grant E. Dolge, Hollywood agent, 
recuperating at home following 
operation for appendicitis, Los An- 
geles, 





Kenneth J. Davenport, trick 
cameraman for Fox News in the 
east, is out here for a camera con- 
cern to demonstrate trick angles 
which can be accomplished by his 
firm’s machines, for amateurs. 





Representing the Atlantic City 
Chamber of Commerce, Edward 
Corcoran spent three weeks here 
getting various motion picture ex- 
hibits for a trade exposition to be 
held there this summer. About two 
carloads of equipment was obtained 
for the exhibit. 





DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 W. 72d St., New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


OPERA LENGTH HOSIERY 


and the dainty things milady 
loves 





Suit of Rose Klein 
Murray to collect $2,558 due on al- 











against Bluebird Cafe (night club) 





THEATRICAL OUTFITTERS 


to collect $15 alleged salary 


out notice, 
Universal has set aside an area 

river on studio property, as a park- 

ing station for employees. 





1580 Broadway 


New York City 


have been built to accommodate 





against Mae 


leged promissory note, continued by 
Superior Court Judge Burnell until 


May 16. 
Tess Nichols, singer, filed suit 
with State Labor Commission 


due. 
Singer claims manager of night club 
refuses pay because she quit with- 


100x750 feet along the Los Angeles 


Sheds 





Watson, m. c., at the Paramount, 
Los Angeles, out of show due to 
nervous breakdown. 

Raul Reyes Spindola, whvu is mo- 
tion picture commissioner in Mexi- 
co, is functioning as second assist- 
ant director with Herbert Brenon 
on “Lummox” at U. A. studios, 


— 





Ken Murray has been replaced in 
the revue bearing his name at the 
Hillstreet by Ray Hughes and Pam. 





Hollywood Playcrafters staged 
“The Dud” May 10 at the Little. 
Cast included Dot Masten, Rosalind 
Mattraw, Margaret Pendleton, Mil- 
dred Madded, May Snowden, Peggie 
Rosher, Virginia Kays, Marjorie 
Smith, Stella Haberman, Ben Denis, 
Al Corday, Dick Stearns, Clay Wag- 
goner, Charlie Hough and Ross 
Magio, 





Fanchon and Marco publicity de- 
partment has issued an illustrated 
brochure, listing their various types 
of entertainment, with pictures of 
ensembles, feature acts and novel- 
ties. 





First National did not take up 
option on Doris Dawson. She will 
free lance. 





Gregor Smaroff and Walter Trask, 
producer and booking agent, will 
market their picture house presen- 
tations called Smaroff-Trask “Cre- 
ations,” 





Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., has been 
signed by First National for three 
years. 

Owen Davis is at Fox studio to 
write dialog for Will Rogers’ “‘They 
Had to See Paris.” 








Carol Lombard will play opposite 
Robert Armstrong in Pathe’s “For 
Two Cents.” 





When Mary Pickford brought to 
the coast 24 young women selected 
by newspapers she stipulated all 
must return to their homes at 
scheduled time, All did. One of 
them, however, Virginia Beauchamp, 
of Alabama, received parental con- 
sent to return to Hollywood to try 
her luck. She arrived early in April. 
Already she has had two jobs as 
extra and now has a bit in Para- 
mount’s “Magnolia.” 





After eight months in New York 
directing 65 M-G-M talking shorts 
Nick Grinde has returned to the 
Culver City studio. He will do 
features here. 





Having directed the first series of 
“Collegian” pictures for Universal 
and then leaving the organization 
to direct feature length productions, 
Harry Edwards has been re-hired 
after an absence of three years to 
direct a series of two-reel short 
comedy subjects for the same com- 
pany. 





BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 
Buffalo—“‘Saturday’s Children.” 
Hip—"Lady of Pavements.” 
Century—“‘Coquette.” 

Great Lakes—‘‘Desert Song.’ 
Lafayette—“‘Hot Stuff.” 





“Happy” Phil Lampkin has re- 
placed Lou Forbes as m. c. at Buf- 
falo. ‘ 





Long awaited consummation of 
the deal to install burlesque at 
Shea’s Court Street occurred this 
week. Rechristened the Music Box, 
the house opened Saturday with a 
continuous picture and tab bur- 
lesque policy at 40c. top. Conrad 
Brunner is in charge. 





Five-week run of “Broadway Mel- 
ody” at Shea’s Century establishes 
local run picture record. 





After the Ritz Ballroom manage- 
ment had spent plenty of money 
for advertising its coming dance 
marathon Mayor Schwab prohibited 
the event, with the statement that 





PLAYING FROM 





643 So. Olive St., 


FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME C0. 


IN 
FOX MOVIETONE FOLLIES 


AND ALL 


FANCHON and MARCO “IDEAS” 
FANCHON AND MARCO COSTUME COMPANY 


no license would be granted. 





Gayety opened Monday; summer 
stock burlesque. 








COAST TO COAST 


Los Angeles, Calif. 


DALLAS 


By RUDLOPH DONAT 
Palace—'‘The Dangerous Woman.” 
Majestic—‘“‘Through Different Eyes.” 
Melba—‘‘Bridge of San Luis Rey.” 
Old Mill—"Strang Cargo.” 
Capitol—“The Toilers.”’ 
Ritz—‘‘Canary Murder Case.” 
Arcadia—Pictures. 





| 

| Rosewin, suburban house, is the 
| Second of that class to go sound. 
| Opened under the new policy with 





under the management of James R. 
Saville. Manager of the legit house. 





Ruth Laird, local dance teacher, 
has chorus of eight at the Majestic. 
Called Rockets, with something of 
the idea of the Roxyettes. Change 
numbers and costumes weekly. 





Robert Kelly, local boy, now has 
the job of advertising manager for 
the Palace and the entire Publix 
de luxe division, southwest. 


NEWARK 


Shubert—‘“Lovely Lady.” 
Broad—“‘This Thing Called Love.” 
Proctor’s—‘Show Folk” and vaude. 
Loew's State—‘‘Desert Nights” and 
vaude. 

Newark—‘“Eternal Woman" and vaude. 
Mosque—“‘Singing Fool.” 
Branford—‘‘Nothing but the Truth.” 
Fox Terminal—‘‘Thru Different Byes.” 
Rialto— Coquette.” 

Capitol—‘‘Simba.” 

Goodwin—‘Weary River.”’ 








Hudson Amusement Comipany,. 
operating the Weequahic, neighbor- 
hood house, has filed a voluntary 
petition in bankruptcy. Isidor Lieb- 
man is president, Benjamin Tend- 
ler secretary. 





Empire closed Saturday. The 


Shubert is in its last week. 





“The Singing Fool” is in at the 
Mosque for three weeks minimum 
and as much more as can be done. 
If it Makes good it will hold the 
record for duration at the big house. 
Picture is being plugged with full- 
page ads by W. B., a novelty here. 





Work on the new Fox house has 
been temporarily halted. Huge ex- 
cavations were completed several 
months ago, with no further con- 
struction being done. 


KANSAS CITY 


By WILL R. HUGHES 


Mainstreet—-““Mother’s Boy”; vaude. 
Loew's Midland—‘‘The Bridge of San 
Luis Rey.” 

Newman—“Gentlemen of the Press.” 
Pantages——‘‘Hearts in Dixie.” 
Royal—‘‘Show Boat” (4th week). 
Orpheum — “My Son"; Oberfelder- 
Ketcham stock with Margaret Anglin 
guest star. 








Oberfelder-Ketcham stock com- 
pany, at the Orpheum, closes for 
the season May 25 with “The Shang- 
hai Gesture.” Mrs. Leslie Carter 
will be guest star for > week. 





Melville H. Hudson, Jr., has been 
elected president of the Kansas City 
Theatre Association for 1929-30. 





Milton Feld, Publix, presided over 
a meeting of about 20 Publix man- 
agers here early in the week. Man- 
agers from Texas, Iowa, Nebraska 
and Minnesota were among those 
present. 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


By JO ABRAMSON 
Flatbush—‘Paris.” 
Majestic—‘‘Lovebound.” 
Jamaica—Stock. 
Boulevard—"‘Oh, Kay.” 
Strand—‘‘Singing Fool.” 
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Paramount (Publix), Brooklyn, 
only movie house downtown listing 
in the dailies hours when feature 
picture goes on. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


By JAMES T. WYATT 


Portiand—‘“Letter." 
Broadway—‘Pagan.” 
U. A.—“Coquette,’’ 2d week. 
Music Box—‘‘Show Boat,” 3d week, 
Blue Mouse—“Frozen River.” 
Oriental—‘‘W hip.”’ 

tages—‘‘Jazz Age." 
Dufwin—Duffy stock. 








Print of the film “Fazil” was 
burned at the Hawthorne, indie su- 
burban house, last week. House 
closed for good. Thirteen-year-old 
boy operator was found running 
picture when mishap occurred. 





“Pom Pom,” girl revue, closed 
Heilig-Hip. House dark. Show 
closed when crew and actors de- 
manded salary after working sev- 
eral weeks unpaid. 





W. W. Ely has bought an inter- 
est and will operate Council Crest 
Park. 





Two local dramatic groups, the 
Art Theatre and Bess Whitcomb 
Players, propose to combine, form- 
ing Portland Civic Theatre. 


ROCHESTER 


By DON RECORD 


Temple—‘“‘Shanghai Gesture” 
Kondolf stock). 
‘Lyceum—Dark. 
Rochester—‘‘Eternal Love” and vaude, 
Palace—Vaud film. 
Eastman—‘“Gentleman of 
and stage unit. 
Piceaddilly—‘‘Show Boat.” 
Regent—‘‘Give and Take.” 
Fay’s—"“Glad Rag Doll.” 
Strand—Picture. 
Family—‘‘Iron Mask.” 
Gayety—Dark. 
Victoria— Dark. 





(Cukore 


the Press” 





Victoria has closed for renova- 
tions. New policy following enforced 
closing failed to get under way. 
New opening may be with change 
in policy. 





E. A. Lake is in New York to 
confer with executives on pictures 
and vaitdfilm for Keith's Palace for 
the summer. 





Carol Fenyvessy, manager of the 
Strand, has organized a company to 
manufacture a talking picture de- 
vice called the Mellaphone, which he 
invented. 




















THE AY CO. 
Let Us Do 
Your Shopping 


When you are in Los Angeles 
anything you want will be 
selected by expert shoppers 
and delivered to you—-a May 
Company service to busy the- 
atrical folk. 


Just Phone MISS MONROE 
TUCKER 8211 

















Para—‘Gentlemen of Press”; stage 
show. 

Fox—‘“Donovan Affair’; vaude. 

Met—‘‘Lady of Pavements”; vaude. 


Albee—‘“Leatherneck”; vaude, 
Orpheum—“Blockade.” 

St. George—Double feature. 
Momaft—‘‘Joan of Arc.” 

e Star—Mutual bur. 
Gayety——Mutual bur. 





Ringling-Barnum circus §n Flat- 
bush last week. Good weather and 
fair business. Dexter Fellowes 
around to look after passes. 





Lew Cantor’s “Love Bound,” with 
Helen MacKellar, tries out here this 
week at the Majestic. 





Legit season about to collapse. 
Werba's Brooklyn dark for summer. 





Casino, burlesque, recently sold, 











Guerrini & Co 
The Leading and 
Largest 
ACCORDEON 
FACTORY 
fa the United States 
The only Factory 
that makes any set 
of Reeds — made by 

hand. 
277-279 Columbus 
venue 


San Francisce, Cab 
Free Catalogues 
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SCENERY 


and DRAPERIES 


SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO, Columbus, 
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| WE DO REPAIRING 











the convention of Texas 


| a preview of “The Desert Song” for 
Motion 





STRICTLY UNION MADE 


PROFESSIONAL TRUNKS 


$60.00 and up 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 
ALL MODELS—ALL SIZES ON HAND 
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 


ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
OPEN EVENINGS 


| SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


568 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 4ist Streets, New York City 


| SOLE AGENTS FOR H & M TRUNKS IN THE FEAST 
Poe ie Phones: Longacre 6197, Pennsylvania 9064 


WRITE FOR CATALOG 
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HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE 


Se 





2 Room Suites 
$25, $30, $35 


Weekly xm 
HOTEL LANGWELL 


123-129 WEST 44th ST. 


tion at lowest ren- 
tals in the City 

Full Hotel Service. 
Also furnished! 
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LETTERS 
VARIETY, address "Mall Clot 


Foeroanne, ADVERTISING 
ULAR LETTERS WII noF 
BE ADVERTISED 
LETTERS ADVERTISED @ 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 











Adams C F 


Barney Ed 
Bennington Chas 
Booth Wade 
Bucans L'’wr’nce M 


Marler Rob 
Nolan Art 
Ojedo & Imbert 


Santo Don 
Shanley T J 
Shea Jos E 
Starr & Rolla 


Williams Tecwyn 
Zenteno Arturo L 


OFFICE 


Lammers Chas 
Lancent Loujse 
Langdon Harry 
Lange Howard 


De Pace Anthony J 

Fisher Madelyn 

Goree G j 
CHICAGO 


Anderson Lucille 
Austin C R 


Barti Bros 
Bell A H 
Bradford. V 
Brown Burton 
Bud Jeanette 
Burke Minnie 


Manns The 
Martin Harry 
May Alice 
MeCarthy Frank 
McGough Rex 
Morgan Chas 
Mortenson Mr 
Murphy James D 


Neef V 


Carter Bob 
chapman Percy 
Clute Chester 
Cornell Chas 
Dennison George Pymm F & P 
Eastman Helen 
Egbert Robert 
Evans LB 


Raines & Avery 
Rector John 
Rogers Jack 
Rosita Mlle 
Frohman Bert Ruth Mary 
Frosini P 
Gifford Wm 
Gilbert Bert 
Goetz George 


Hall Rae Jr 
Hammond Al 
Hansen Hazel 
Herman Lewis 
Hertz Lillian 
Hogan & Stanley 
Howard Florence 


Steinbeck Bruno 
Sweeney Beatrice 


Terrell Zack 
Tiffany Owen 


Verobell Mme 


Walton Gorden 
Wayland F 
White Pierre 
Wilkie Paul 
Willoughby M 
Wilson Muriel 
Wong Wm 
Wynn Ray 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Metropolitan—‘‘Straight Through 
Door” (William Hodge). 


Shubert—Bainbridge stock. 


Hennepin-Orpheum—"Spite Marriage”; 
VWaude. 


Pantages — “The 
Vaude. 


Minnesota—“A Dangerous Woman” and 
“Fashion Parade’’; Publix unit. show. 


State— ‘Gentlemen of the Press.” 
Lyrie—‘*The Hole in the Wall.” 


Strand—“Close Harmony” (2d run). 
Grand—"‘The Bellamy Trial’ (2d run). 


Iversen Fritzie 
Jones Billy 
Kelly Andy 








the 


Donovan Affair’; 


Heavy advance exploitation has 
been given the Maurice Chevalier 
picture, coming to the Minnesota. 


After several months of darkness, 
the Metropolitan reopens for a 

lit-week engagement with Wri- 
liam Hodge in “Straight Through 
the Door.” Following five  per- 
formances, the house closes for the 
#eason. 


Casey dramatic stock at the Pres- 
ident in St. Paul closed for the 
zummer Saturday night. Reopening 
is announced for August with “The 
Trial of Mary Dugan.” 





Sophie Tucker heads the current 
Hennepin-Orpheum bill, inaugurat- 
ing the two-a-day, reserved-seat 
policy. 


F. & R. have purchased the El- 
tinge, Bismarck, N. D. House is 
to be enlarged and remodeled this 
#ummer. 





CAPITOL 


(Continued from page 45) 


into finish routine with some great 
rhythmic tumbling by pair. 


Capitolians stage band tunes in 
for medley of three sentimental 
numbers, “Mighty Lak’ a_ Rose,’ 
“Roses of Picardy” and “Moonlight 
and Roses,” none of which ever 
missed anywhere and in combina- 
tions are excellent. 


Chester Hale Girls back for a 
comedy bit, an unusual assignment 
for fem stepping division, but here 
one of the applause getters of the 
performance. Schooler announces 
bit as “Graduation Exercises of the 
Dancing School.” Girls are all in 
tulle skirts and formal ballet get up, 
but all wearing absurd baby false 
faces, Nina Oginska, leading, 
works straight, while the girls per- 
form all sorts of grotesque steps of 
the awkward squad. 

Dezso Retter, with burlesqu 
magic and acrobatics used at least 
SIX minutes which was a shade too 
much Most of hie early material is 

ist time filling. The meat of the 
act is the one-man wrestling busi- 


x ~s2@r« * 


Finest accommoda- | 


$15 weekly | 


jness, a comedy wow. 








SINGLE ROOM 





DOUBLE ROOM. BATH. $17.50 AND $21. 
DOUBLE WiTtHOUT BATH. $14.00 WEE 
LEONARD HICKS President 


Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 


LORRAINE 


BATH, $2.00 UP 


GRANT 


SINGLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH. $1.25 AND $1.50 PER DAY 
SINGLE ROOM, BATH. $2.00 PER DAY 
DOUBLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH. $14.00 PER WEEK 
DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH. $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
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JACKSON 


137 West 45° St. 
East ofSway NY- 


ff 


Completely remodeled—every- 
‘hing of the best—Simmons 
furniture (Beautyrest mat- 
tresses), hot and cold water, 
telephones, showers. 
$12 for Sngle Room 

$15-$17 for Double Room 

$16-$18-$20 for Double 


Room 
(with Private Bath) 
SUMMER CONCESSIONS 
This is the ideal hotel for the 


sion—in the heart of the 
theatrical section 


Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 




















It got him a 
fine exit. 

Brief comedy bit here built on 
idea of radio jumble, with static, 
fight returns, live stock market re- 
port and bedtime stories all mixed 
up for comic effect. Laughs sprin- 
kled .plentifully throughout, the 


j stage band getting into the melee 


of conflicting noises at the finish. 

Peggy Taylor-Jack Randall Four, 
adagio quartet, on for a high spot. 
Competition must be high in the 
pitch and toss dance division. Every 
once in a while one of these com- 
binations springs a new one that 
tops precedent. This group of three 
men handlers and a pip of a girl 
flyer do all the familiar feats and 
then climax with a series of loop- 
the-loops ending with a long toss of 
the girl into a pose. Another detail 
in which this girl excels is tbat she 
is a first rate contortionist dancer 
and works startling upside-down 
splits into the poses following leaps. 
Abundant applause on the finisa 
feat of loops ending in a toss, this 
time from a platform at the extreme 
right front. 

For no apparent reason except 
possible contrast to the Crinoline 
opening the Hale girls are back for 
a spirited impression of the French 
“can can,” reminiscent of the giddy 
80’s and plentifully sophisticated in 
the matter of sex appeal. 

The Mutual stage directors who 
aim at undress ought to look at this 
affair. tirls in French soubret 
skirts, enormous hats, black stock- 
ings that end just above the knee 
and under dressing of multiple 
white frills have more kick than the 
Columbia runway dishabille. 

Presentation ends on this hilari- 
ous episode. Business at this show 
Saturday afternoon far under avér- 
age. Fine May weather beginning 
to count at the box office. Rush. 


PENN 


(Wired) 
Pittsburgh, May 10. 

Teddy Joyce’s “Farewell Week” 
at this stand after a solid year as 
m. c., and he dwarfs the unit, “Say 
It With Flowers.” Joyce sings, 
dances, plays the fiddle, warbles, 
leads the band in a couple of num- 
bers, tells everybody how sorry he 
is to leave, and then winds up with 
a pretty “thank you” speech. The 
following this kid has worked up 
around here is remarkable. 

They could have called the whole 
stage show “Joyce’s Jubilee,” for it’s 
his from start to finish. The hands 
he gets on every appearance make 
it tough for those that follow, but 
they all seemed to take it in a spirit 
of fun. Wesley Eddy coming in as 
m. ec. from Palace in Washington 
week of May 20, and he’s going to 
have hard sailing no matter which 
way you look at it. 

Unit, previously reviewed in Va- 
riety, nothing to evoke other than 
faint praise, but it made no differ- 
ence, since they all came to see 
Joyce bow gracefully out of the local 
picture. Sammy Cohen, from “What 
Price Glory,” gave just a smatter- 
ing of what he probably can do. 
Whether he did it purposely to hana 
everything to Joyce or not is an- 
other thing. Maxine Hamilton was 
unimpressive in a song and dance 
number, but Stone-Vernon adagio 
foursome, even though just like 
Tavlor-Randell turn seen at Stanley 
fortnight before, walked away with 
everything Joyce himself didn’t get. 
Chorus numbers of the usual calibre 
found in these Publix units. 

Following such a unit as 
Murray <Anderson’s “Laces 
Graces” didn’t do “Say It 
Flowers” any good, eitner 

Elias Breeskin’s overture, 


John 
and 
With 


a med- 
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Opposite 
N. V. A. Club 


$ Sand Up Single 
$13 and Up Double 


Shower Baths, Hot 
and Cold Water and 
Telephone 


264-268 West 46th Street 
New York City 





All Newly 
Decorated 


$ Sand Up mi 
$12 and Up Deuble 


Hot and Cold wen 
and Telephone 
Each Room 
102 West 44th Street 
New York City 


Phone BRYANT 7228-2 




















600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 
LANDSEER APTS. BENDOR COURT 


245 West 5lst Street 343 West 55th Street 
Columbus $950 Columbus 6066 


IRVINGTON HALL HENRI COURT 
312 West 48th Street 


355 West ‘ist Street 
3830 Longacre 


Columbus 1360 
| HILDONA COURT 


341-347 West 45th Street. 
1-2-3-4-room apartments. 








3560 Longacre 

Lach apartment with private bath, phone, 
| kitchen, kitchenette. 

Fe | $18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 


The largest maintainer of egy entre furnished apartments directly 


under the supervision of the owner 


Located in the center of the 
theatrical district. 


All ‘fireproof buildings. 
| Address all communications to 
| 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 


Principal Office: Landseer Apts., 245 West 5ist Street, New York 
Apartments can be seen evenings. Otlice in each building. 


Will Lease by the Week Month or Year — Furnished or Unfurnished, 

















THE DUPLEX 


HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Longacre 7132 


Three and four rooms with bath, 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 
particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adults. 


$12.00 UP WEEKLY 

















| - LOU HOLTz’s 


YANDIS COURT 


241 WEST 43D STREET, NEW YORK CITY 
PHONE LACKAWANNA 17740 


RATES REDUCED . 
One and Three Rooms, Bath, Kitchen 
$15.00 UP Completely Furnished 


For Two Persons In the Heart of Times Square 














WRITE. PHONE OR WIRE FOR RESERVATION 





ley of Italian folk songs, with Joe 
Falvo, saxophone, as soloist, just or- 
dinary, and then Dick Leibert, at 
organ, also had soloist, planted in 
audience, which made things over- 
board on the vocal and before the 
show proper got under way. Lei- 
bert’s gag had organ going blooey, 
picking up guitar and then calling 
on audience plant to help him along 
in song. 

Picture, “Voice of the City,” dia- 
log (Cosmopolitan), and there was 
plenty of trouble all week with the 
synchronization. Biz capacity, with 
lines waiting for their last glimpse 
at Joyce. Cohen. 


STANLEY 


(Wired) 
Pittsburgh, May 9%. 

Best all-around bill they’ve had 
at this house, both on screen and 
stage, since new production policy 
was inaugurated a month ago. Pic- 
ture, “Glad Rag Doll,” dialog (WB) 
and Dolores Costello fans remained 
faithful, liking her just as well in 
light comedy as in sugary romances. 
Unit labeled “Revue in Blue” and 
idea carried out to completion both 
in costumes and settings. Show 
switched around after opening, a 
couple of slow dance numbers were 
eliminated and by the second day, 
things were running smoothly. 

Chaz Chase, originally spotted 
next to closing, opened, following 
ballet and chorus in singing and 
dancing “Birth of the Blues,” which 
was hurt somewhat by a poor solo- 
ist, recruited from the ranks. Chase 
routine familiar around here, but 
still good for share of laughs. “Gin- 
ger” Rogers on next with two cute 
and babyized song numbers, getting 
enough returns to justify one of 
those recitations that fits in with 
her characterization. “Ginger” some- 
what handicapped, however, by not 
having proper type of m. c. to work 
with here. Vic Irwin probably oke 
for straight announcing, but when 
it comes to foiling for femme per- 
formers, he’s off. 

Production number, a potpourri of 
“blue” numbers including “St. Louis 
Blues” and “Blue Skies,” featured 
a little toe-tap dancer from .ballet, 
a few of the girls in one of those 
hop, skip and jump veiled affairs 
and finaliy Drena Beach who clicked 
with her contortion dance. Drena 
being held over for a second week 
so she saved her leopard dance. Bal- 
let follows with hot dance number, 
backdrop revealing solid blue back- 
ground and chorus grouped about 
in blue costumes. Nice effect, sim- 
ple but good. 

Jack Pepper, switched from open- 
ing to next to closing, on with his 








“THE TO THE BEST IN THE PROFESSION 


59.00: 4ith to 48th Streets, East of Broadway, New York 
Single room, use of bath.Single room with bath— : 























Double room, use of $9.50 $300 double room with 
| AP eee ee bath. 
a Day SPECIAL WEEELY RATES TO THE PROFESSION a Day 
and Up . BIZEL, Resident Manager and Up 
Phone: LONGACRE 6805 





G0, P. SCHNEIDER. Prop 


THE BERTH A FURNISHED 


APARTMENTS 
COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


325 West 43rd Street NEW YORK CiTY 
Private Bath. 3-4 Rooms. Catering 


to the comfort and convenience ef 


the profession. 
STFAM HEAT AND EL ECTRIC LIGHT- - - - + $15.00 OP 











is a knockout. Monday afternoon, 
wet and miserable as it was and 
with audience in anything but hap- 
py frame of mind, this number 
stopped the show for several min- 
utes and Jack had to beg off. All 
of which cause the switch in rou- 
tine. 

Finale ful) stage with chorus and 
ballet swaying and singing to “Wa- 
bash Blues.” Orchestral production 
“Samson and Delilah” and executed 


There always will be a type of story 


that can best be told in silent form, 
he stated. 





Virginia Lee Corbin to be removed 
from custody of mother by stipulae 
tion between the actress and her 
mgther, A guardian will be ape 
pointed by Superior Court for hés ~ 
person and property, 


excellently. _Katherine Warner filed suit in 
Frank Masters, directing dancing | Superior Court for divorce from 
here, went on as m. c. Thursday| Donald: Warner, radio pianist, 


charging desertion. 

Vilma Banky awarded final nate 
uralization papers by Federal Court 
Judge William James, Miss Banky 


Stated she was formerly a native 
of Hungary. 


afternoon and had Pepper announce 
him in a dance at the end of Pep- 
per’s own act. Masters’ eccentric 
stuff was great. The reception he 
got may see him featured at this 
house as the dancing m. ec. What 
with Teddy Joyce's departure from 
the Penn, Masters could easily work 





up a real local following. Nice Attorneys re 

J presenting the two 
voice, good stage appearance and! sons of Char 
he can dance, which is ; sea Chapin appeared ie 


what mob| probate court to present claim in 


eats up around here. estate of $100,000 left by great- 


Show runs long, but there are few 





_ Sho . grandfather, William E. Curry who 
slow spots. Cohen. died last month, leaving no will, 
Children were accompanied to court 

by their er randmother, Mrs. ‘Lillian 

NEWS FROM THE DAILIES) *:""*isSc2"mother"¢'tica“Grey 
Chaplin, the actor’s gearaen wife, 

(Continued from page 50) Agnes Franey, screen actress, and 

. Logan Metcalf, brok af 

on Genevieve Be oor | 708an Metcalf, broker an ormer 
ODay) “after ‘ema Rey 4 husband of Madge Bellamy, have 
which defendants were Mrs. Clare obtained a license to wed. Metcalf 


rave ; ag © 7 ic en > 
Bergmeir and Ruth Roland. gave his age as 37 and Miss Franey 








as 22. When the couple appeared 

. ‘ a > marriage licens res is 

Mrs. Emma Blakenhorn, local so- ahem te a regis ae 5 Yr — 

ciety woman, announced engage- planatic ad a biack eye and no exe 
ment to marry Maurice Weils, actor. — 

Patsy Ruth Miller says she will} jetty Kiss, dancer, awarded $2,500 

marry Tay Garnett, film director, in| judgment against California Clay 


September. Products by 


Douglas 


Superior Court Judge 
Edmonds. She sued for 


Aubrey Kennedy failed to 














appear | $80,000 damages, charging her ca- 
ukulele for a couple of songs that|in Municipal Court to answer!| reer was ruined when she was hit 
put him in solid at the outset.| charges of assault and battery pre-!| by one of company’s trucks and lige 
Starting a third, he’s interrupted by| ferred against him by Mrs. Eileen |aments of her legs injured. 
his two “rhythm boys,” a couple of | Plummer and Danny Dowling. Judge _— 
dumb-looking mugs with a banjo| James A. Pope declared the writer's Police Commission refused to rece 
and tiny piano and who get laughs| 250 bond forfeit and issued a bench| ommend to City Council petition of 
aplenty from their appearance alone.| warrant for his arrest, | se veral blue nose societies that fore 
Three of them do a number together -——~—-— tune teller’s licenses be abolished, 
and, with plenty of mugging, tie Louis B. Mayer, in speaking at the | - 
up the show. Then Pepper winds} Stanford University in commemora-| Petition for divorce from Wallace 
up with his imitation of a tiny;|tion of the first attempt at making) MacDonald, screen actor, was withe- 
| colorea girl singing “Se Tonic { motion nictures. said he did not be- | drawn in Superior Court by Doris 
Blues” and his high -pitched fe isetto | lieve silent pictures were doomed.’ May. 


Coupie are recunciied, 
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“Quick Action” 


Warner 


Ez Keough 



































With , 


Publix 





Fox and 7 : 
Loew °** ; 7 




















1§60 Broadway, N.Y.C. 
Bryant 0554-5 
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